Today we return to a story that should be fairly fresh in our memory, SLIDE

the death of Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu.  

As you may remember from Leviticus, 


this is one of those stories that does not necessarily have the redemptive ark 



that we have grown used to.  


A son that appeared dead is spared, 



or found alive, 



or just dies a spiritual death 




and the physical death is put off.  

Our stories this week and next 


will have actual death.  

Nadab and Abihu are struck down by God on the spot 


and are buried, 



never to be seen again.  

They are heard about in other writings, SLIDE

but as part of geneologies that tell of their demise 


or let us know that they had no children themselves to carry on their line.  

Instead, we are left to focus on their two younger brothers 


Eleazar and Ithamar.

So what are we supposed to hear 


with the sons being struck down and dead?  

Do we not worship a God of love?  


How can a God of love 



bring death upon us we might ask?  

Which causes us to ask along with musicians and philosophers, SLIDE

“What is love?”  

While we have seen one part of love the first couple of weeks of Lent SLIDE

with forgiveness and mercy, 

the next two weeks SLIDE

we will look at the other half of love with Justice.
Justice according to Miriam-Webster is SLIDE

“the process or result of using laws 



to fairly judge cases, 



redress wrongs, 



and punish crimes.”  
When justice is on the scene, 


the request for mercy is also often in the area.  SLIDE
The two sinners who died on the cross with Jesus 


highlight both at Golgotha.  

After the first mocks Jesus, 


he is rebuked by his associate saying, 



“We are punished justly, 




for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 



But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, 


“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

Justice would be that he dies and that is the end, 

but Jesus being merciful responds how?  SLIDE

“I tell you the truth, 



today you will be with me in paradise.”

If we are wondering how this can be justice, 


we need to look back and see what was said about Jesus. SLIDE


“This man has done nothing wrong.”  

Justice was kept in this case, 


because a man who did not deserve death, 


offered up his life 



so that they could experience life.  


This act was also done for you.

If we review our stories, 


whenever mercy is shown, SLIDE
we can find also find someone else paying the price 


so that justice is upheld.  

Adam is kicked out of the garden, 


still physically dies, 


and the relationship is not what it was.  

Isaac lives, 


but a goat goes in his place.  

With Joseph, 


he is making the payments for his family 


and Judah stands in place of Benjamin.  SLIDE
The cost is always paid, 


but not always directly by the offender 


or the one with the debt.  SLIDE
Others in their love, 


show mercy 


and help carry the cost of justice being met.

The reason Abihu and Nadab don't find reprieve 


is the commitment they just made 


and the position they had taken on.  SLIDE
If we remember, 


this incident occurs just after they had spent 7 days 



committing themselves to the service of Yahweh.  

They had just experienced Yahweh 


providing for them for 7 days, 


sitting at the threshold of the tent, 


being reminded that they were to be the bridge between man and God.  

They had made Olah 


or burnt offerings 



saying they were completely committed to God.  

And then they were not, 


on the first day.

This is on par with making your wedding vows with your partner SLIDE

and during the reception,



sneaking off and being unfaithful.  

You just committed your life before God and these witnesses 


including your grandma, 

people are still eating cake from the celebration, 


and you have already defiled it.  

Where is there room for mercy here?  

This is why we hear these profound words 


after Moses has reminded Aaron of what God said.  SLIDE
“ ‘Among those who approach me 


I will show myself holy; 

in the sight of all the people 


I will be honored.’ ” 

To these words we hear, SLIDE

“Aaron remained silent.”  

No weeping, 

no bargaining, 

no “it's no fair.”  


Just silence.  

Why isn't Aaron pleading?  SLIDE
Because like Abraham,


Aaron knows that what has happened to his two sons is just.



There is sin that demands a price to be paid.

I spent a fair amount of time this week 


trying to see if my three sons theory held up with Aaron's four sons.  

If so, 


how did it break down, 



other than I knew which sons died.  

What immediately stood out to me was Exodus 24, SLIDE

which tells us that, 

Then the Lord said to Moses, 


“Come up to the Lord, 



you and Aaron, 



Nadab and Abihu, 






and seventy of the elders of Israel. 



You are to worship at a distance,” 




and they did.  

I found this odd, 


because the Lord invites the eldest 


and second eldest sons to come up with Moses, 



Aaron, and the 70 elders, SLIDE

but not the third and fourth sons.  

I immediately asked the text, 


“Why?”  

It could have been an age at the time issue


but they are both of age less than a year later.  


It could have been all kinds of things 



until we reach Leviticus 10.  

This reason rises to the top.  SLIDE

The familiarity of God can be dangerous. 

In Exodus 24, 


the two brothers see God 


and ate and drank before him.  

They became close to God. SLIDE
I am aware that the fear of preaching God's Word to the people 


is less than it was 19 years ago.  

Many of you were brought up to hold the Bible as a Holy object.  


Now we have copies on our phone 



next to social media and Candy Crush apps.  

There is a balance to be held here.  


God wants to be known 


and for us to know God.  

Somewhere, 


there is a line that should not be crossed however.  

This is highlighted by what Nadab and Abihu do, 


they worship God in the way they feel is appropriate 


instead of how God asked to be worshipped on the 8th day.  



We wanted to be in control and not God.  



We had the knowledge of what is good and evil 




and did not need to be bound by God's understanding 





of what is good and evil.  

So the brothers approached the Holy of Holies, SLIDE

which was only for their father to approach at this time 



with fire that was from an undesignated fire.  




Any old flame and incense works for God.  SLIDE
This familiarity created a sense of ownership 


rather than awe.  

Which probably means they were creating a false God or idol.
Which way do we treat our friends and neighbors?SLIDE

Do we know them, 



so we feel we kind of own them




have control over them?


Our do we consider them a precious gift



one we can't believe we are able to have in our world



and are in awe of their presence in our life?

I know both happen with the same person


but realize one is walking on shaky ground.
When we realize 


that the two younger brothers were not allowed to go up on the mountain, 

we realize that might have saved their lives.  SLIDE
When they had watched from far away 


as Moses went on the mountain to talk with God and offer sacrifices, 



there was still mystery and awe.  

After their 7 day consecration process, 


God consumes the offering 


and enters into the tent, 

there is profound respect and reverence from the younger two.  

Not the case with the older two.  


In their priestly role, SLIDE


they had already blurred what is holy and unholy.  



What is set apart and what is common.  


Which is what their calling was.  
We talked about previously 


how the text tells us that alcohol is prohibited while on the job from here on out.  

For it doesn't allow for as clear of thinking about these things.

Now there are a few other stories in scripture SLIDE

of people dying instantly 



for violating the boundaries and regulations concerning the Holy of Holies.  

In all the cases, 


the refrain seems to be 



taking what has been most set apart as being Godly 



and treating it as something common.  


In the moment, 



acting as if we can touch God when we want.  

The reason that we hear no appeal SLIDE

or argument from Aaron for his sons, 



is not because he is hard hearted.  

It is because he knows this is just.  


This is the proper payment for their sin.  

Normally, 


if the common Israelite acted too familiar with God, 



they could bring a sacrifice to the priest 




to be offered up for their indiscretion.  

As priests, 


that was their job.  

There was no one above them to step in for their indiscretion.  

It is kind of like asking, SLIDE

“Who preaches at the Pope's funeral?”  



There is no one higher to intercede.  

So that you don't get stuck or search, 


it is traditionally the Dean of the College of Cardinals 


and occasionally the newly installed Pope.  

But Nabad and Abihu  were supposed to intercede for the People's sins, 


not cause unforgivable ones themselves 



by disrespecting the Holy Presence of God dwelling with them.

We see this issue resolved in the outworking of the day. SLIDE 


They are given commands about how to regularly consume the sin offering.  

However, 


on this day, 



Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar do not consume it.  
Moses confronts them and asks, “Why?”  

Aaron answers, SLIDE

“Would the Lord have been pleased 



if I had eaten the sin offering today?”  

Aaron is aware of who God is, 


he also has seen his presence, 


eaten and drank with God.  

Instead of finding Yahweh as familiar 


like his sons did, 

Aaron's awe is greater 


and responds by honoring God in the best way he knows how.  

It would not be just to eat the food this day, 


some of the judgement and sin is upon him as a father 


and his sons as brothers. 

Moses accepts this explanation 


and we hear of no further judgement from God.  SLIDE
The sin has been paid with a life, 


there is nothing else to be done.

As time passes, SLIDE

Eleazar eventually takes over the place of Aaron as high priest  


He oversees the Holy of Holies 



and the operation of moving the Holy of Holies.  SLIDE
Ithamar is the lead priest over the Levites 


and is in charge of moving the tent 


and the two divisions of Levites that are responsible for that.  SLIDE
They become a distinguished set as in David's time


with 16 divisions flowing from Eleazar 



to serve in the temple 


as the double portion eldest son


 and 8 divisions from Ithamar.  

Their being of a younger age at the time of Mt. Sinai 


allows Eleazar to be the High Priest under Moses 


and then Joshua as the enter the Holy Land.  

Eleazar's son Phineas 


appears in Joshuas story as well.  

So there is a loose parallel of three different sons 


among the 4.  SLIDE
If the first two are seen as doubling the error of their sin that leads to death 


and Eleazar and Ithamar staking out what living into our high calling 



as priests looks like.  

We come before God not as a common thing to be used, 

but a Holy Being to be worshipped 


and served through offering our life in service to our community, 



our neighbors, 



and honoring our Creator.
