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President’s Letter

already step forward to be Committee Chairpersons.
Our next meet-up will be held to discuss the details
and progress of this extraordinary event.

Dear Members,

For those who have not heard yet, we had bad news
about our treasury funds. A scam was perpetrated on
our Treasurer Marlene. Please call me for details.
Marlene has offered to repay the stolen money. But
after discussion with many club members, all agreed
that we as members should reimburse the losses. I
estimate if each member contributed $40 we can
reimburse all treasury losses. It is voluntary, and if
you wish to donate more, it is greatly appreciated.
Joanne & I have decided to forego any
reimbursement for the expenses for the club picnic
($400). To discuss further, please don’t hesitate to
call me.

Congratulations John Peters, on having your
beautiful Cadillac
featured on the cover
of our AACA
National magazine!
Some people will say
how lucky you are
John, but I and many
others know how
much work went into
making this a great
car. You worked very
hard for all that luck!
You participated in
many shows where the
most knowledgeable judges had choices of so many
other great cars, but still chose your car.
Congratulations again. We are honored to have you
as a member.
Joanne and I just returned from Auburn Indiana with
the Triple Crown Event included the National Meet
of the AACA. We saw so many stunning cars! The
article below in this newsletter will give you much
more details.
Updated news about the 2019 Gasparilla Concours
d’Elegance to come. We have had several people

Special thank you to Patti and Richard Nasrallah for
once again putting on a fabulous Kentucky Derby
Party. That was the most fantastic food I have ever
had! And the mint juleps were incredible.
Don’t forget that Ron and I will be on our way next
month for the Great Race. I hope to see you at the
starting line on Saturday, June 24 in Jacksonville. If
you need more details please give me a call.
Let’s Tour Our Cars!

Brando
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Calendar Ahead
June

New shirts are here and for sale @$27; Pins $5;
Windbreakers $21.
Call Ron Martin (813) 220-5109

Meet-Ups
Our Monthly Meet-ups are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month.
Arrive at 6:30pm, the
meeting starts at 7pm and
lasts for approximately
one hour. Snacks usually
provided by the host.
When meeting at a
restaurant, then please
arrive at 6pm to eat.
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Dade City Car Show

4

Webster Swap Meet

Sumter County
Fairgrounds

14

Monthly Meet-up

Wild Rover Pub &
Brewery

17

Plant City Car Show

24July 2

Great Race Begins

Jacksonville, FL
to
Traverse City, MI

NEXT MEET-UP:
Wednesday, June 14, 2017
to be held at Wild Rover Pub & Brewery
13921 Lynmar Blvd Tampa, FL 33626.

June
Celebrations
6- Lisa Devlin

1st Annual Gasparilla
Concours d’Elegance
Coming April 13, 2019
www.GasparillaConcours.com

14- Marlene Hall
Happy Anniversary
25- Brian & Lisa Devlin
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Member Profile
By Dona Hornung

John McMullen
”I live in Lapeer, Michigan, in the summer, and
winter in Tarpon Springs, Florida. I sold off 110
cars of my collection in 2007 with an RM Auction
held at my home in Lapeer. I have 30 cars left. I
enjoy touring. I always take 5 cars to Florida in the
winter months to play with. I am a Buick GMC
Dealer in Troy, Michigan, and have been a dealer
for many years.”
That is a brief
introduction to one of our
newest members, John
McMullen. But there is
so much more to his
story, that we wanted to
share some of the
fascinating highlights
from the many articles
found on him and his
wonderful car collection.
“My dad was a mechanic,
and I was always helping
him with cars,” McMullen recalls. He began his
career, however, as a salesman, and opened a
Pontiac dealership outside of Detroit in 1966, then
expanded to a second dealership in the city of
Pontiac, and eventually opened three more
dealerships in Florida. “At one time I had 7
dealerships and I just felt it was time to shrink
down, so I sold all the dealerships with the
exception of the first one.”
McMullen’s private collection featured several
vehicles that have competed and won at the Pebble
Beach Concours d’Elegance, including a 1932
Packard 905 Twin Six Sport Phaeton that captured

the Most Elegant Car award.
In addition to the outstanding 1950s and 60s cars,
the McMullen Collection also included Edwardian
and Brass Era cars restored to 100 point condition.
The 1913 Packard
Model 1-38
Roadster is
undoubtedly one
of the finest
examples of its
kind in the world.
From the Edwardian Era, the McMullen Collection
also featured a beautiful 1903 Cadillac Model A, an
outstanding and rare 1901 U.S. Long Distance
Model A.
The 1930 Cadillac V16 All-Weather Phaeton is the
only Murphy-bodied Cadillac V16 still in existence.
It won “Best in Class” at Pebble Beach and the
“Most Significant General Motors Car” award in
2004 at the Meadow Brook Concours.
The 1931 Duesenberg Model J Tourster with
coachwork by Derham was originally owned by
actor/comedian Joe E. Brown, then eventually
acquired by Howard Hughes and later restored by
noted collector Otis Chandler. One of only seven
such examples produced, this car has been exhibited
at the Meadow Brook Concours and Eyes on
Design. It sold for $1.35M
Another vehicle
with celebrity
provenance was a
charming 1941
Cadillac Derham
Towncar, which
was purchased new by Hollywood superstar Bette
Davis.
John was married for 64 years to wife Dora, before
her passing in 2012. John participated in our Tour to
the Olive Grove a couple of months ago, with his
sister and brother-in-law, driving a 1941 Cadillac.
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AACA National Meet
This was a first ever National Meet held at the same
time and location as a Classic Car Club of America
National Meet. Since it was held during the Spring
Auctions of America Event, they called it a Triple
Crown Show, and it really lived up to its name. We
also met some real characters, as you can see the
British Invasion
of the
McCartney
Project is draped
all over the 1933
Rolls Royce we
had for sale.
They were the
entertainment, a
Beatles
retropective
group who really
sounded
authentic. Here are just a few photos of the fabulous
cars we saw.
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2017 Great Race
Ron Martin has bought
a 1962 Ford Galaxie
Sunliner to participate
in the 2017 Great Race,
and Brando will be his
Navigator. They were
advised by Great Race
Mentors that using the
1927 Peerless with
wooden spokes would be a significant disadvantage, as all
the twists and turns will undoubtedly result in broken
wheels and catastrophic delays in the race. So Ron stepped
up and purchased this cool convertible in Canada and drove
it all the way back to Tampa to insure its road worthiness.
These fellas are going to have a blast on this 9 day race!
Several members have expressed their interest in seeing the
guys off in Jacksonville on Saturday, June 24, 2017. If you
are interested in joining us, please contact Angelo Rumore
for more details (813)960-2109. Angelo, Larry & Mickey
have reservations at the Hilton Garden Inn for $123 per
night, 2 miles from the starting line, and he says they are
booking up quickly. Call ASAP.
Ron & Brando leave approximately 8am from Jacksonville.
Joanne Pistorius and Teri Schneider will also be there to see
them off and Joanne will be at the finish line in Traverse
City, Michigan on July 3, 2017.
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Officers & Board of Directors

Classifieds:
For Sale

President:
Brando Pistorius
813-917-9205 brando@oldwheel.com
Vice President:
Ron Martin
Secretary:
Leo Dougherty
Treasurer:
Marlene Hall
Board of Directors:
Willie Fernandez
Bob French
Dave Kurash
Tony Santos
Newsletter Editor:
Joanne Pistorius
Special Events:
Linda Fernandez
Member Profiles:
Dona Hornung
Webmaster:
Joanne Pistorius
Photographer:
Ken Hornung
Tour Coordinator:
Howie Mednick
Membership Chair:
Brando Pistorius

For more information, check your club website
www.AACAHillsborough.com

1929
Peerless
$37,000

1933
Rolls
Royce
$175,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

Wanted:

Members…if you are

looking for parts or a specific car, now is
the time to let us know and we will post
it in the newsletter and website for free!
Email Joanne Pistorius at
joanne@oldwheel.com

6

Sponsors:
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There is always great information on your AACA National Club Website
www.AACA.org

Sign up for your monthly Speedster e-Magazine
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