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Grit Constitutional Referendum Not On NOVember Ballot
– by Cate Whitcomb
In spite of the tremendous
effort on the part of the
League of Women Voters
and the other 450 some
member organizations of
A Better Illinois, the bill—
Graduated Rate Income
Tax
Constitutional
Referendum (GRIT)—to
allow a citizen referendum
to revise the flat tax
provision of the Illinois
constitution, did not
succeed. A rally was held
in Springfield at the State
house on Tuesday, April
29 attended by about a dozen League members and 1000
or more other supporters. League members lobbied the
Representatives and Senators who either had not expressed
an opinion on the bill or who were opposed. The last minute
effort was to no avail.
John Bouman of Poverty Law, summarized the conclusion of
the efforts to pass the bill:
For now, it won’t get done. Today [April 29] the General

Assembly allowed the time to run out for passage of the
resolution needed to get the amendment on the ballot next
November. The votes were definitely there in the Senate,
thanks to excellent leadership from chief sponsor, Senator
Don Harmon. The Senate, however, did not want to pass
the resolution without some certainty that the House would
also pass it (a decision the A Better Illinois leaders, including
me, agreed with). Today was spent in intense negotiations
on that issue. The A Better Illinois team had a roll call that
showed the resolution would pass the House, but House
leadership in the end would not agree that it had the votes.
So the Senate did not call the bill.
He went on to say:
End of chapter. Not end of story. The A Better Illinois team,
including director Kristen Crowell, the media staff, the field
staff, the pollsters and researchers, the volunteers, all of
you, all of the Springfield professionals (led by William
McNary and Josh Collins of Citizen Action), and the
legislative leaders have generated substantial
momentum…the effort now is favored by 77% of the
Illinois voting public.
Our belief as a League that revisions to the tax laws must
happen in Illinois will continue to be of importance. As the
Evanston League we will find ways to work on this issue and
keep it a priority for the League and the State of Illinois.

North Shore Leagues Host Lively Exchange with Legislators
– by Betty Hayford
On April 22, four North shore leagues, including Evanston,
hosted their Springfield representatives for a lively and rich
exchange on activities and trends in the Illinois legislature.
Senator Daniel Biss (9th District), Representative Laura Fine
(17th District) and Representative Robyn Gabel (18th District)
met league members at the Glenview Library to respond to
questions developed by LWVIL. All three responded fully to
the questions, and in addition provided thorough background
on the issues and insights into legislative possibilities for the
current term.
The three representatives expressed similar views on most
issues, although they also provided individual insights and
explanations for the various questions. They acknowledged

that their relatively affluent north shore districts were similarly
distinct from those of their legislative colleagues in other parts
of the state, particularly Southern Illinois.
All three are working on a fix to the Renewable Energy Portfolio
Standards. Senator Biss pointed out that the introduction
of electricity aggregation contracts in many municipalities
has changed the environment for renewable energy. They
also support legislation to “ban the box” on private sector
hiring applications, which is related to a number of other
steps that need to be taken to improve the criminal justice
system. Excessive prison populations need to be reduced
to cut state spending and strengthen our communities. All
of the representatives support increasing state education

continued on page 7

President’s Letter
Dear League Friends,
As spring finally arrives in Evanston it’s also the end of our year for the
League of Women Voters. Walking home from the Finance Committee
meeting yesterday I was energized not just by the buds on the lilac bushes
and the forsythia and daffodils blooming but by my enormous gratitude for
the all the wonderful members who make up our League.
Reflecting back on the years of my membership each year I have heard the
President thank all of you for your active participation and now I know what
it means to be really grateful! At the risk of forgetting someone below are
listed those who have led us through this year:
The Programming Committee: Elizabeth Kinney, Betty Hayford, Valerie Krejcie,
Gloria Callaci & Theresa Cameron who planned and carried out our monthly events.
The Office Staff who tirelessly manage the email, mail and messages,
through a tumultuous year when I changed the computer (several
times!), the phone and filing cabinets: Katy Pendelton, Judy Elsass,
Marge Wold, Sandy Gross, Joan Taylor, Betty Brugger & Anna Anrod.
The Finance Committee who reviews and builds our budget: Judy Elsass,
Betty Hayford & Karen Hunt. The Development Committee who plans the
Progressive Dinner and those who host us: Karen Hunt, Michelle Jordan, Betty
Hayford, and Diane Korling. The Intercom team who write, edit and produce
our newsletter: Susan Black, Ellen Browne, Julie Winsberg & all of those who
wrote articles. Too many to list, but you know who you are! Our Web Mistress,
Mary Lewis, who responds instantly to requests for revisions and updates to our
pages. The Local Government Committee who guide our observation
and work with the city of Evanston, ably led by Sue Brady and Jessie Feldman:
Barbara Zimmer, Betty Hayford, Carol Mullins, Cheryl Wollin, Dona Gerson, Dorrie
Lloyd-Still, Fran Seidman, Jan Otwell, Joan Taylor, Kate Julian, Nancy Bashook,
Ruth Belzer , Ruth Singer, Sue Brenner & Suzanne Calder. The nomination
committee who finds those who will serve in our elected positions led by Susan
Black: Mary Morris & Dona Gerson. The Township Referendum Team who
helped pull together and manage the forum: Sue Brenner, Cheryl Wollin, Valerie
Krejcie, Casey Christensen, Betty Hayford, Sue Calder, Karen Hunt, Kate Julian &
Susan Black. The Voter Rights Forum Team: This exceptional team worked
on the extremely successful Voter Rights forum: Karen Hunt, Elizabeth Kinney, Betty
Hayford & community partners from the YWCA and the Deltas. The phonothon
team who called reminding us to donate: Karen Telser for hosting, and to Gloria
Callaci, Helen Gagel, Karen Hunt, Diane Korling, Karen Vroegh & Pearl Rich.
And last, but certainly not least, the Members of the Board who in
performing their elected roles have guided our work through the year:
Casey Christensen, Betty Hayford, Karen Hunt, Kate Julian, Ruth Belzer,
Mary Morris, Ellen Browne, Gloria Callaci, Jessie Feldman & Karen Telser.
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I also remember with gratitude the members who have passed on this year,
leaving us their legacy of dedication and service especially Maxine Lange,
Helen Heyrman and Shirley Shevik.
Thank you for a good 2013-14. Please know how very grateful I am for all
that you do behind the scenes and leading us on issues. You may well have
done something remarkable that went unnoticed and for those acts I am also
grateful! All the best to each of you,

Cate

“Like” League of Women Voters
of Evanston on Facebook!
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What Can SWANCC Do for You?
than previously. About 30% of trash now goes to
recycling (not including yard waste) and about
20% is handled as yard waste, leaving about 50
to 55% as garbage. Also, packaging has shrunk
dramatically resulting in less trash.

– by Elizabeth Kinney

This was the subject of the talk given by David
Van Vooren, Executive Director of the Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) on
April 17, 2014 at the Evanston Ecology Center.
SWANCC’s mission is: To provide efficient and
environmentally sound collection, transportation,
transfer, processing, treatment, storage, disposal,
recovery and reuse of municipal waste.
The Agency was created in 1988 with 28 municipalities as
members (now there are 23). Its territory extends from Lake
Michigan to Barrington. Each member has one vote on its
Board of Directors. By aggregating trash and recycle items, the
participating municipalities get better rates. How much trash
removal costs depends upon its weight. There is a per ton fee
(called a tipping fee). The Agency has a budget of about $15
million dollars per year with $13.5 million being spent on the
disposal of waste. The balance is spent on education programs,
staff and contract enforcement.
Evanston/Skokie residents and municipalities generate about
40 tons of trash each day (commercial trash/recycling is
handled separately). Most of our trash goes to a landfill near
Rockford in Winnebago County. There is only one active landfill
at present in Cook County and there are none in Du Page
County. The landfills in Du Page County were closed before
they were full because residents did not want the county to be
in the trash business, even though it brought in revenue. The
agency owns a transfer station in Glenview that is used for trash
consolidation. The bonds used to finance its construction will
be paid off in 2015. At that
point, the agency will be debt
free.
About twenty years ago the
State of Illinois banned the
disposal of yard waste in
landfills. As a result, it takes
longer for landfill waste to
decompose. Yard waste had
helped with the decomposing
process. Unfortunately,
plastic and Styrofoam
may never decompose.
Electronics are also banned
from landfills now.
During the past 15 years, less
trash has been sent to landfills

SWANCC was one of the first public agencies
to push curb-side recycling, including paper,
metal and glass. The recycling materials go
to a processing facility in Elk Grove Village for
sorting. SWANCC contracts for this service. Some
member municipalities use a separate entity for recycling. The
sorting is highly mechanized now. Recycling works best when
the materials are dry. If they are wet, less can be put on the
trucks. Aluminum cans are the most valuable of the recycled
items, with white office paper second. Newsprint has the least
value. However, juice cartons are valuable. The agency gets
about $60 per ton for mixed bag recycled materials. Most of
our recycled items go to China. In fact, Chinese inspectors
are regularly at collection sites in the United States. While the
return on recycling is not large, it does reduce the trash fees
paid and the amount of materials going to landfills.
Nine of the 23 municipalities in SWANCC have commercial
waste franchises. Evanston is one. It has a contract with Groot.
The advantages of having such a franchise include: lower
prices, economies of scale and reduction in pollution from the
trucks.
Unused paint is a problem area. There are four permanent sites
for oil-based paint – Naperville, Rockford, Gurney and Goose
Island in Chicago. For latex paint, Van Vooren suggests putting
newspapers in a box, pouring
the paint in the box, letting it
dry out and then putting it in
the trash. Empty paint cans
can go with the recycles.

You Are Invited to the

2014 LWVE
Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 22
5:30 pm DINNER

James L. King Home
1555 Oak Avenue, Huss Gallery (2nd Floor) Evanston
Cost: $35 Please register by May 18 to
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883
For the Annual Meeting Packet go to
www.lwve.org/files/2014annualmeetingpacket.pdf

League of Women Voters of Evanston

Periodically, SWANCC
has special collection
programs, such as for
batteries, CFLs, electronics
and document destruction.
It also provides speakers
for schools to educate
children, for example, on
the advantages of recycling
and waste reduction. Please
visit SWANCC’s website for
more program information:
www.swancc.org
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LWVUS 2014 Convention
In Dallas. In June.

LWVIL Phonathon
Wrap Up

– by Karen Telser

– by Jessica Feldman

Powerful Speakers, Educational Enrichment,
Camaraderie, Banquet…and much
more will be yours to enjoy if you join
June 6
hundreds of national, state, and local
thru
June 10
League leaders from around the country for
the 51st League of Women Voters National
Convention.

This is a public thank you to all the
Evanston League members who
responded to the LWVIL Education
Fund mail solicitation in February
or to our local Phonathon contacts
April 3-4. The Evanston League’s
Education Fund will get a share of
the dollars donated by our members through this State
appeal. Our final dollar amount tally will be available after
May 17th from the State League and will be reported in the
next Intercom.

National Conventions are held on even-number years, and all
local and state Leagues are encouraged to send delegates.
What goes on?
•
•
•
•

•
•

Dynamic speakers inform and inspire.
Issues of national importance are explained in depth.
Training on several topics is offered.
Discussion and networking events provide valuable
opportunities for all attendees to renew their confidence,
excitement, and commitment to democracy, nationally
and locally.
The action program for the next two years will be
decided.
Many Leagues display democracy – or League-themed
items for sale – always a lot of fun

When: Friday, June 6 thru Tuesday, June 10. Come for
as much of the time as you can.
Where: The Omni Dallas Downtown Hotel
Cost: Now thru May 24: $335. After May 24, 2014: $385
What’s Included: Participation in all trainings, briefings,
caucuses, general sessions and national networking events,
as well as the LWVUS-hosted banquet on Saturday evening.
Additional Special Program:
Monday evening presentation of Red Hot Patriot:
the Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins. There is a
separate charge of $35 (LWV member rate) for this.
Registration:
Pre-register on-line until May 31 at http://forum.lwv.org
You can also register on-site in Dallas.
If you’re interested in attending the Convention as a
delegate of the LWVE, please contact Cate Whitcomb at
LWVEPresident@gmail.com

In the meantime a special thank you to Karen Telser who
graciously hosted the Phonathon callers and served as a
caller. Thank you also to the other callers, Gloria Callaci,
Helen Gagel, Karen Hunt, Diane Korling and Karen Vroegh
and to Pearl Rich, who helped assemble all the materials
for the event

@

We have a new email address:

LWVEvanston@gmail.com

March with
us in the

4th

of July
Parade!

This year LWVE will be marching in the 4th of July parade
with the Frances Willard Historical Association (FWHA). We
will be promoting the League as well as Frances Willard’s
175th Birthday. Because Frances was such an avid bicyclist
we plan to have some of us walk our bicycles while others
ride in convertible cars. There is room for all, come join us!
We plan on wearing white skirts and blouses along with
boater hats. If you’re interested in joining us, please call
Casey Christensen at 847-204-4688.
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Remembering Helen Heyrman
– by Helen Gagel

Longtime LWVE member and community
leader Helen Heyrman died on Monday, April
14 at the age of 93. Helen moved to Evanston
in the early 1960s with her husband, Don
Heyrman, and their five children. Here, as
in her prior home in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin,
(where she was a founder of the local LWV),
Helen took on an activist role in issues
close to her heart: education, social justice,
pacifism, and racial equality. She and Don
were active members of St. Mary’s parish and
the Dewey Community Conference. One of
her first leadership positions in Evanston was
serving as president of the ETHS Parent-Teacher-Student
Association.
Helen’s activism extended beyond Evanston’s borders. She
traveled to Alabama to join Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the
Selma to Montgomery march. She and Don were early leaders
of the Christian Family Movement, which helps families apply
their Christian values to the improvement of society through
actions of love, service, education and example.
At a time when many of her contemporaries were
contemplating retirement, Helen took on a new challenge
that was to become her legacy: ensuring access to and
delivery of high quality home health care for older adults and
people of all ages who are infirm or disabled. Her interest
in home care grew out of her service on the board of the
Visiting Nurse Association of Evanston. She was asked
to take on a statewide role as the first executive director
of the Illinois Council of Home Health Services, (now the
Illinois Homecare and Hospice Council) the state association
representing home health and home care agencies. Her
tenure coincided with the introduction of Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursement for home care, which brought
many new players into the field. Helen’s negotiating and
diplomatic skills were put to the test in forging an unlikely
coalition of voluntary, nonprofit, hospital-based and for-profit
entities into a powerful and respected voice for caregivers
and people needing care. She became a national voice for
home care, serving on the board of the National Association
for Home Care and Hospice (NAHC), and was one of the first
inductees into NAHC’s Hall of Fame. After she retired, the
Illinois Council for Homecare and Hospice created the Helen
Heyrman Award, given annually “to recognize in perpetuity
the leadership contributions of Helen Heyrman to Illinois
home care and hospice.”

Helen’s “retirement” was anything but. She
served on the board of SASI/Services for
Adults Staying in Their Homes, among other
organizations. After she and Don moved to
Westminster Place of Presbyterian Homes,
Helen became a spokesperson for residents.
She also resumed her involvement in the
LWV of Evanston, serving on the board and
chairing the phonathon for several years.
My personal recollection: I’ve often heard
Helen Heyrman described as a “force
of nature.” While that may be apt, it is
incomplete. I would call her a “force for, not
a force of” – a force for fairness, a force for
the forgotten, a force for compassion, a force for good.
Donations in memory of Helen Heyrman may be made
to SASI (Services for Adults Staying in Their Homes; 1123
Emerson Street, Evanston, IL
60201; www.sasiathome.org)
– by Karen Telser

Helen Heyrman was a dynamo
whose warm smile, common
sense, incisive mind, direct
manner, generosity of spirit,
high energy, and passion for the League made working on
any project with her a pleasure. She was a loyal League
supporter for many years, opening her home for committee
meetings, social gatherings, and serious networking. As a
leader she was well-informed, unbiased, and articulate; she
inspired great confidence. When Helen made Phonathon
calls asking for an annual gift to the League, who could turn
her down? When asked to help with something, if she could
do it she would do it. When she appreciated what one of us
had done, she would give us a brief but detailed account of
why our contribution was so admirable and valuable.
Helen lived out her religious, family, and League values
without wavering. When she and Don moved to a retirement
community, she sat on boards there and began arranging
speaker events and forums – making sure that many of the
other residents attended. If she saw something she thought
was unfair, she would do the research, make her case, and
tenaciously fight for what she believed was right.
We will miss Helen dearly. But those of us who knew her
personally will still occasionally hear her voice in our ears,
saying something like, “Come over here, Honey; I’d like you
to meet someone...”
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Evanston Votes to Dissolve Township
Home. Community. Friendships.
Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member - driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Tommi Ferguson, Executive Director

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

– by Betty Hayford

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT

Only a small fraction of Evanston voters went to the polls on Primary Day March 18,
and they voted overwhelmingly in favor of dissolving the Township: 5,065 in favor
and 2,889 against. The next day City Manager and Interim Township Supervisor
Wally Bobkiewicz announced a plan and a timetable for shutting down the Township
and transferring all Township services to the City by May 1.
Since the Township offices had moved to the Civic Center last fall, and Bobkiewicz
became Interim Supervisor after the resignation of Supervisor Gary Gaspard in
October, the transition had actually begun before the primary election. Health
Director Evonda Thomas-Smith has been supervising the operations of the Township’s
general assistance program, and will continue to do so. Three existing Township
General Assistance staff members have been offered employment with the city,
and Bobkiewicz says the existing deputy assessor position will become a full-time
position within the Administrative Services Department and will continue providing
property taxpayer assistance. Alderman Ann Rainey asserts that this service is not
needed and the city should not create such a position, but no other aldermen have
supported this view.
On April 8, the Township Board met in its annual meeting to hear reports, and meeting
as Council approved introduction of ordinances to cease Township operations as of
April 30. Several citizens spoke at the meeting to express their frustration with the
process and pledged to continue to monitor the provision of Township services.
The League of Women Voters (LWV) of Evanston sponsored a community forum
on March 1 to inform community residents about the programs of the Township
and how the transition might take place. LWV Evanston did not take a position on
dissolution, but it has long supported programs to assist needy residents. It will
also monitor how General Assistance and other services are carried out by the City
Health Department and whether the Health Department will be reorganized to focus
on Human Services as well.

Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

HELP evanston
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES
If you would prefer to receive the
Intercom only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883
and leave a message telling us to stop
sending you a printed copy. It will help
us be more eco-friendly and reduce
printing and mailing costs!
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Legislators Exchange

continued from page 1

funding, working to ensure both adequate funds and equitable
distribution of funds. State education funding needs to be
focused on the neediest communities. Representative Fine
is calling for increased state funding for higher education,
currently too expensive for many students.
They agree on a moratorium on fracking to develop stronger
environmental safeguards before it is allowed. Senator Biss
believes additional restrictions should be put on concealed
weapons, particularly in houses of worship and any places
serving liquor. Representative Gabel suggests that different
parts of the state might have different gun regulations to reflect
community views. All support the creation of an Illinois Health
Insurance Exchange which can provide greater consumer
protections. They have a strong commitment to preserving a
woman’s control over reproductive choices, in consultation with
her doctor, and reject the need for new laws to further regulate
abortion clinics.
Voter rights get strong support from all three. There is no
support for photo I.D. requirements, since there is no evidence
of systemic voter fraud to justify this change. All believe
early-voting is important to expand voter participation, and
weekends and extended hours are more useful than extending
the number of days. A longer period for early voting could
complicate awareness of the issues, and could be costly without
being effective.
Senator Biss expresses support for the Graduated Rate Income
Tax (GRIT) amendment to the Illinois constitution, but is not
optimistic about it getting the votes in the legislature necessary
to be on the ballot in November. He believes that GRIT could
be part of a broad set of options to strengthen the financial
base of the Illinois government.
None of our Springfield legislators is a member of the American
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) which they consider
to reflect the influence of excessive corporate money in
government, and a danger to the political environment.
One of the North shore leagues asked their position on charter
schools. Charter schools have more support in other parts of
the state, since they can provide valuable options. While they
need to have flexibility to experiment, they also need to be
transparent and accountable to the community, to meet basic
requirements and have oversight. The legislative prospect for
charter schools is currently fluid and unpredictable.
The four host leagues – Evanston, Glenview, Wilmette, and
Winnetka/Northfield/Kenilworth – are very appreciative of
the thoughtful and informative presentations of all three
representatives. The leagues working together and the
representatives responding collectively produced a valuable
encounter. We are fortunate to have these articulate and hard
working legislators in Springfield.

Remembering Shirley Shevick
– by Jessica Feldman
Shirley Shevick, an over 50-year member
of the League of Women Voters, died
March 26, 2014. Shirley began her
active League membership while living
in Skokie, where, among her many other
civic activities, she was a president of
the Skokie league. When their two sons
finished their schooling, she and her husband Philip
moved to Evanston as empty nesters. Shirley continued
her League engagement. Shirley, who always loved
a party, often lent her dining room table for stuffing
invitations to Community (now Education Fund) and
Progressive dinners, which she also hosted. Over many
years she was a reliable Holiday gift wrapper.
Shirley also was also known for her music focused
activities. She taught violin for many years as well as
playing violin with the Evanston Symphony Orchestra,
the Skokie Symphony, and most recently the Music
Institute of Chicago Emeritus Orchestra. But most dear
to her heart was playing regularly for almost 40 years
with her beloved String Quintet, whose love of music,
brought five accomplished, civically and family engaged,
women from throughout the North Shore together to
play music and become fast friends. Shirley was very
special and will be greatly missed.

Membership News
– by Casey Christensen
LWVE is very pleased to announce that we
have four new members! Please welcome:

Joanna Gwinn

Tammie Roth

Carolyn Lickerman	Debra Shore

Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed
and active participation in government, works
to increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
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