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	REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:   October 4, 2017 – 10:00 AM at AAA Building, Hamilton, NJ.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: As I am writing this article rain floods are devastating Huston Texas.  Among the deaths was a 30-year veteran Houston police officer who “loved his job” in Traffic Safety found himself trapped in floodwaters as he made his way into a rescue shift. The officer, Sgt. Steve Perez, 60, had left home about 4 a.m. on despite his wife's pleas that he stay home.  "He laid down his life," said Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo.  "He was a true peace officer," said Capt. Kenneth Campbell, Perez's supervising officer in the traffic enforcement division. "He could've retired a long time ago, but he didn't. He loved his job." Stay Safe Tim.

SOMETIMES THINGS ARE NOT WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE :  The driver who rear-ends another car at a traffic light is often assumed to be automatically at fault for being careless, a two-judge appellate panel in New Jersey said. The state's second-highest court was asked to decide whether to uphold Duke Nyangweso's conviction for careless driving after he slammed into the car being driven by Cassandra Markman on the Bayonne Bridge on March 3, 2015.  "Traffic was pretty far behind me," Markman said in describing that morning. "The next thing I know traffic is slowing down and I get hit from the rear, which in turn caused me to hit another car in front of me. I get out of my car and I go around and I look and I see my bumper is hanging a little in the back.” A New Jersey state trooper did not see what happened, but after examining the scene Nyangweso was given a ticket. That left Markman as the only witness who testified at the man's trial. Nyangweso insisted that he was innocent, but a Bayonne Municipal Court judge was not persuaded. On appeal to the Superior Court's Law Division, Nyangweso was found guilty once again. Nyangweso's argument was simple. The state has to prove every element of its case, and here prosecutors were just assuming that his driving was careless. In legal terms, the lower court judges were asserting that the facts speak for themselves (res ipsa loquitur) -- that causing an accident is itself evidence of inattentiveness. The appellate judges agreed with Nyangweso's explanation of the law. "Contrary to the Law Division's statement that its decision was not based upon res ipsa loquitur, it effectively applied that standard," the Appellate Division's ruling stated. "The mere fact that a collision occurred does not establish beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant was inattentive or driving carelessly. Given that the state trooper did not testify, there was no indication what observations he made at the accident scene, or any statements made by defendant, that influenced his decision to issue defendant a summons for careless driving. ”Without that evidence, the charge cannot stand, and the judges vacated Nyangweso's conviction. 
COLORADO MOTORISTS TRIES TO END TRAFFIC STOPS:  Local law enforcement agencies would no longer be able to rely on highway traffic stops to enhance their budget if voters endorse a proposal currently circulating in Colorado. The group hopes to collect the 98,492 signatures needed to put an initiative on the 2018 ballot that would take the profit incentive out of police work.  The measure would repeal the existing Colorado statute that divvies up traffic fine revenue between the state treasury and local authorities. Currently, any town setting up a speed trap is entitled to a 50 percent share of the profit generated within city limits, with the remainder going to the state.  The "Anti Shakedown" initiative would require all fines and penalties to be paid in the form of direct restitution to a victim, or if there is no victim, to a registered Colorado-based charity. The proposal's wording takes into account what has happened in the states of Florida and Texas, where portions of red light camera fine profit by law are devoted to trauma centers. The prospect of funding creates a vested interest that encourages the health care industry to lobby in favor of photo enforcement.  Under the ballot proposal, the government would never be able to get its hands on the money, as motorists would have sixty days to make a direct payment to a charity and provide proof to the government. By allowing individuals to select from thousands of charities, the process would not create a new vested interest in speed traps. 
As of July 20, 2017 there were     traffic fatalities in NJ compared to 360 during the same period in 2016. 
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Deaths: Driver /    Passenger /  ; Pedalcyclist /  ; Pedestrian /  . Crashes /                                                  AUTOMATED TICKETING ON SCHOOL BUSSES:  An analysis released by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reveals that the "drivers" who most often hurt or kill students are far more likely to be the ones behind the wheel of a school bus. Each year, NHTSA updates its tally of crashes involving vehicles used to bring children to school, and the conclusion has not changed over the past two decades. Incidents caused by automobile drivers illegally passing buses continue to be exceptionally rare. "Nearly two-thirds of the school-age pedestrians fatally injured in school transportation-related crashes were struck by school buses or vehicles functioning as school buses," the new NHTSA report found.  In 2015, 11 students nationwide were struck and killed by a school bus. None were hit by automobiles while walking to or from a school bus. Over the past ten years, only 4 automobiles have ever struck and killed a school-age pedestrian after passing a school bus. In the same period, 62 child fatalities were caused by school bus drivers. Despite the results, NHTSA is currently preparing a report exploring the use of school bus cameras that is scheduled for publication early in 2018.  Companies like Redflex Traffic Systems have struggled to turn a profit operating bus cameras due to the low volume of tickets issued. The North Carolina legislation was meant to come to the Australian company's rescue by boosting the price tag on a ticket to $250 for the first alleged offense, $400 for the second and $1000 for the third. Vehicle owners will not be fined if they pass a stopped bus from the opposite direction on a four-lane road if the road is considered "divided." If the road is not considered to be divided, the device will issue a ticket.
PRACTICAL TRAFFIC ENGINEERING COURSE:  Practical Traffic Engineering for Police Officers - October 26 November 2, 9, 16, 30, December 7 PS-4210-FA17-2 (6 Thursdays) Middlesex County Fire Academy 1001 Fire Academy Drive, Sayreville, N.J.  
TIRE SAFETY TIPS: Poor tire maintenance—not having enough air in your tires and failing to rotate your tires, among other maintenance requirements—can lead to a flat tire, blowout, or the tread coming off your tire. About 200 people die on the road every year as the result of tire-related crashes. Properly inflating your tires can save you as much as 11 cents per gallon on fuel. Yet only 19 percent of consumers properly inflate their tires. That means four out of five consumers are wasting money because of underinflated tires! Additional proper tire maintenance, such as rotation, balance and alignment, can help your tires last longer, which will in turn save you money. In fact, properly inflated tires can extend the average life of a tire by 4,700 miles.                               LABOR DAY FATALITIES:   2016 – 3.  Newark, Pedestrian.  Deerfield Township, Motorcycle Driver.  Cinnaminson Township, Passenger Car Driver.  2017 – 4.  Motorcycle Driver. Ocean Township, Passenger Car Driver.  Dennis Township, Motorcycle Driver.  Vineland, Passenger Car Passenger.                                                                                                                                         DASHBOARD CAMERA DECISION:  Somerdale police have their hands full.  So far they are searching for a person who they say slashed 52 tires on police and fire vehicles.  Not to worry though, a man entered the parking lot and a surveillance camera caught him in the act at around 1:30 a.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  October 4, 2017 – AAA Building, Hamilton, NJ.
.              ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLET PROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY                                                         
Top of Form

[image: image1]
NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
2017 INVOICE

DATE
ITEM
AMOUNT
1/1/2017
Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
$50.00
TOTAL:
$50.00
DATE:  1/1/2017   SIGNED:  Timothy Franco,  President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)
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