
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

January 8, 2024
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. (1800) by Commissioner Hudson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 12th, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. (1800).  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Pidduck, Commissioner Anderson, Chief Berg, Battalion Chief Klinefelter and Secretary Berg. Firefighter Mark Redis (Zoom), Firefighter Phill Zimmerman, Firefighter Chuck Royal (Zoom), Firefighter Ryan Berg, Firefighter Jeff Olson, Firefighter Ashlee Berg (Zoom) and community members Andrea Xaver, Nancy Redis (Zoom) and Cindy McKeon were also present.  
Commissioner Hudson made a motion to approve the December 13th meeting minutes.  Commissioner Pidduck seconded.  Motion passed 2 to 1.  Commissioner Anderson abstained since he was not at the meeting.
Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Anderson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
* Accounts Payable Check #’s 4379-4405 in the amount of $19,324.10
* Payroll Check #’s 4375-4378 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,166.30
Correspondence:  N/A
Public Comment:  N/A
Old Business:  

Resolution 23-247 – Commissioner Hudson spoke about the details of the resolution that was passed by the previous board of commissioners last August, unanimously.   He spoke with previous Commissioner McMahan who informed him why the commissioners voted that way and he relayed what Commissioner McMahan told him.  Chief Berg then reviewed the apparatus’ we currently have and spoke about NFPA 1901.  Commissioner Anderson wanted to discuss the resolution further since all three commissioners are new.  Commissioner Anderson stated he did not want to put the resolution on the ballot in April.  Commissioner Pidduck disagreed.  She stated that it needed to go out already, as our fire engines are too old.  She is willing to take over our social media, hold various events and educate and inform our residents.  Commissioner Anderson stated that if the ballot issue fails again it will hurt firefighter moral and he does not support a levy.  Commissioner Anderson made a motion to rescind resolution 23-247.  Motion died due to a lack of a second.  
Call Report – Battalion Chief Klinefelter gave an update on the call volume.  We responded to 344 calls in 2023 and have responded to 6 calls so far this year.
New Business:  
Resolution 24-252 – Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to approve resolution 24-252 to update our bank account signatures.  Commissioner Anderson seconded.   Motion passed unanimously.
Chief’s Report:   
· Chief Berg reported on the status of our radios and equipment.
· Our mechanic will be hosting a pump class for our firefighters.  We will be providing lunch.

· There are three firefighters finishing up hazmat training this month.

· Dispatch will be down tomorrow for a short time.  

· Retired Firefighter John Weppler’s funeral went well.

· Crews delivered flowers to a resident for their 80th birthday (her family purchased the flowers).

· Hose testing will be done by a new company and will hopefully be done soon.

· Our mechanic will certify our ladder so we will be able to get a new quote for insurance.

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: 
· Mt. Erie Fire will be hosting a Sawyer class in March (chainsaw training).
· The red card refresher class is April 6th at Mt. Erie Fire.
· Firefighter Isaac Dugger might be able to also offer our red carded firefighters a refresher class.
· The red card initial class is in June at Mt. Erie Fire.
· There are 2 OTEP make up classes coming up.
· With the rise of COVID, the flu and RSV – they are limiting the number of firefighters/EMTs going into houses.
· The DNR wildland grant is coming up.
· The DOH grant is $756 this year and the paperwork has been turned in.
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  Commissioner Anderson asked about the balance sheet.  He also stated that he liked the pinning ceremony.
Meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. (19:08)
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Herold Hudson, Commissioner Chair


