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Sandhills Orchid Society
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
1601 Raeford Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Next Meeting: December 12, 2017

Grower’s of the Year Winners
will be announced January for
both Window Sill and Green
House growers.

Message from our President Three years have passed very quickly. I guess that proves the old
saying "time flies when you are having fun". It has been my pleasure to lead this group. I have had a lot of
fun and hope you enjoyed it also.
Honestly, working as this group's president gave me the courage to accept the offer to be president of the
Kiwanis Club of the Sandhills. Your allowing me to get up in front of the class and lead our group meetings
and board meetings has given me experience I will take with me forever.
Thanks to the board members. You have shown up at board meetings, growers day and anytime we have
to set up a display...and you are what really holds this group together. Thanks especially to Edie for
opening her house to us once a month.
.
I may be stepping down as president, but I am not leaving the club.
Thank you, Curtis

Window Sill Growers

November

ORCHID Board
1st Mei Ling Hawks
- Den. Banana Panda
2nd Kaye Christiansen
- White Cattleya

1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place

3rd Mei Ling Hawks
- Den. NOID

Greenhouse Growers

November

1st Reid and Karen Gantt
Aeridovanda Photisan

2nd Reid and Karen Gantt
Rhynchorides Bangkok Sunset

3rd Jo Borthwick
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- Brassidium Nittany Gold Dr. John
1st
Place

2nd
Place

3rd
Place
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Have a safe and
Happy Holiday
Season

Message from our Vice President

Thank you Curtis!

I am truly devastated that Curtis is stepping down as President of our Society. How can we
ever replace him as a Bingo caller?? Or Auctioneer?? Or Bell Ringer?? Has he not excelled at all of
these tasks?? And that was just his public face. He also put in hours behind the scenes, planning
monthly agendas for the Society and the Board, setting up programs and organizing speakers as
well as the acquisition of plants for the raffle table. He has also put in more than his fair share of
worry-time as we put together Grower’s Day or Auctions. He truly went above and beyond. I am
pleased for him in that he is going on to bigger and better things, and I know he will continue to
grow, and enjoy his orchids. What more can I say other than Thank you Curtis! You will be missed!
.

Orchid of the Month - Catasetums
This unusual group of orchids offers fascinating, waxy flowers that often have the
peculiar habit of discharging their pollen masses (pollinia) onto pollinators. Almost
always deciduous, the pseudobulbous plants have strict growing and resting periods.
Most flower before entering a dormant period when they drop their leaves
Light should be strong, especially near the end of the growth period. Early in the annual growth cycle, plants will tolerate less
light, from 1,500 to 3,000 foot-candles. Plants grow best with light levels of 3,000 to 6,000 foot-candles, or one-half to threefourths full sun. As pseudobulbs mature, harden them by giving slightly more light.
Temperatures reflect the fact these orchids are native to hot tropical areas and grow during the rainy summer months. During
this growing period, day temperatures of 80° to 100° F and night temperatures of 60° to 65° F are beneficial. After growths
mature, temperatures can be reduced to 55° F at night, with day temperatures of 70° to 85° F.
Water is a critical factor for the production of large pseudobulbs that result in best flowering. A great quantity of water must be
stored by the plant in a relatively short growing season. Water heavily as new leaves are forming. As the pseudobulb matures,
gradually reduce watering frequency. Leaves will yellow and drop. At this time, watering should be stopped completely until new
growth begins. Water during this dormant period only if the pseudobulbs shrivel severely.
Humidity should be 40 to 60 percent. This can be provided in the home by placing the plants on trays of gravel, only partially
filled with water so that the plants do not sit in the water. Air should always be moving around the plants to prevent fungal or
bacterial disease, especially if high humidity or cool temperatures exist. In the greenhouse, the humidity is best increased by use
of a humidifier. Evaporative cooling increases humidity while cooling the air.
Fertilize and water regularly to produce strong pseudobulbs. Use a highnitrogen formulation (such as 30-10-10) while plants are
in active growth, slowly tapering off as pseudobulbs form. A blossom- booster formulation (such as 10-30- 20) should be used in
the autumn, except for plants that normally bloom in the spring. Frequent applications of a dilute concentrations of fertilizer are
more effective than occasional applications of strong concentrations
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SOS Board Highlights:
- Plans are now coming together for Grower’s Day on Saturday March
17th. We have confirmed our Guest speaker, Steve Arthur. We are
asking Keith Clayton and Jason Harpster for short presentations to
compliment the day’s activities as well. We can expect an information
packed day. Cost for the day will be $35 and that includes lunch as
well as a blooming plant to take home.
-

SOS Financial Highlights
Income from Raffle
Income from dues paid by members was
Donations
Growers Day

$
$
$
$

64.00
200.00
30.00
35.00

December’s Christmas Party Itinerary:
5:15-6:00: Meeting preparation: Setting up display tables for member plants (with SOS
there are two categories: greenhouse-grown and home-grown orchids). Setup for the
Christmas Dinner.

6:00-6:30: Introductions, Announcements: Meeting begins – Announcements are made
about upcoming events and guests are introduced.
6:35-7:15: Christmas Dinner. We use this time to socialize, enjoy the blooming plants on
the show table.
7:15-7:35: Show Table Review and Awards.
7:40-8:45: Auction.. your chance to take a new orchid home!
8:45 -UTC: Meeting Ends

Please remember we are having
a Potluck dinner at December's
meeting starting at 6:00 pm.

Please bring a side or
dessert?
Turkey will be provided by
Reed and Karen Gantt as
well as Ham by Edie
Liepins!
Pg2.3.
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Speaker Notes: Mark Reinke

Submitted by Joy Lemieux

I’ve always felt that Encyclias are fascinating. They bloom when you least expect them to
(at least for me) and the flower spikes seem to last forever. They also come in truly unique
color forms. When Mark said he had prepared a talk on Encyclias, I was thrilled. Before
his presentation however, I decided to do a little digging and find out just what Encyclias
are all about. My immediate go-to references were the Carl Withner books on Cattleyas. I
was amazed to find that Encyclias are considered to have very, very old evolutionary
origins. In fact Withner states that they are considered to be oldest genus in it’s the
distribution region, second only to Laelias and Brassavola. While they have the same form
as Cattleyas, their smaller flowers caused them to be classified separately. Withner says
their distribution range extends from Peru and Argentina in the south, up through Mexico,
and into southern Florida. There are also a number of species found in the Bahamian
islands and throughout the Caribbean. They are considered to be very tough plants in that
they are temperature tolerant. This is obviously a result of their distribution being from sea
level to higher mountain altitudes.
According to Withner, Encyclias come in three color classes. Some are apple or lime green. These generally
fade to yellow as they age. Another class is predominantly ocher, brown or tan. They may have purple markings
such as spots or margins. The third class is generally pink or rose and has dark maroon or magenta lips. I’m really
partial to the pinks and lavenders, as the darker lips make strong contrasting accents. Generally speaking,
Encyclias have hard, rounded pseudobulbs, can be epiphytes or lithophytes, and often grow in seasonally dry
forests. The flowers are significantly smaller than Catts, but recent hybridizing efforts are producing larger flowers
with stronger, clearer colors.
Probably the best known species, for us, is Enc tampensis, the Florida native. Withner claims it is an ancient
hybrid involving three Cuban species as it is highly variable with multiple color forms. It has a large distribution
area reaching into southern Mexico and beyond. It generally blooms in late spring, and the flower can last up to
two months. It likes full sun and good air movement. It is easily grown in a basket or on a mount and will reach
specimen size in only a few years. One of its best known hybrids is Cty El Hatillo, a cross with C mossiae. This is a
summer bloomer and can make a spectacular display on a large plant. Another hybrid that is commonly available
is Cty Leaf Hopper which is El Hatillo crossed back onto E tampensis.
Enc plicata is widely believed to have been found in southern Florida at one time. It is now limited in its
distribution to Cuba and the Bahamas. It too likes a bright location and sends up tall bloom spikes that are
incredibly fragrant. It has multiple color forms, ranging from bronze to apple green. Mark described one of its
hybrids, Encyleyvola Surprise, a complex cross involving multiple species in that it is crossed onto Bc Binosa.
Enc phoenicea is found in Cuba, in the Cayman Islands and in Guatemala. It generally grows at lower elevations
and is more heat tolerant. It has a very distinctive chocolate-like fragrance (what’s not to love, a flower that smells
like chocolate!) It also has very distinctive coloration as the sepals and petals are brown (chocolate again!) and it
has a lavender lip. It throws out long, long spikes with the flowers clustered at the extreme top. Marc described a
hybrid, Cty Middleburg, which is Enc phoenicea crossed with Cattlianthe Bactia. It too has multiple color forms,
ranging from hot pink to dark lavender, and has long tall spikes. Mark says that this particular hybrid will bloom
twice a year. A more recent hybrid is Encylaelia Atlanta Roman Candle which is Enc phoenicea crossed with
Laelia splendida.

 We are having a Potluck dinner at December's meeting
starting at 6:00 pm
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Enc adencaula is also frequently referred to as Epidendrum adaocaula. It is generally
associated with the southwestern interior of Mexico. It requires a cool, dry winter and blooms
in the summer time. It generally grows in oak forests, with deciduous trees that provide bright
light during the winter months. Color forms range from pale lilac to pink to white with purple
markings. Mark cautioned that it can be a very stubborn bloomer. Hybrids include Enc
Patricia Sander, a cross made by Carter and Holmes in 2003. It is Enc adencaula crossed
with another Enc, correllii. While very slow growing, this hybrid has very large flowers so is
worth the wait. Another hybrid is Cty (or Epicatt) Corrientes Paye FCA. This is a very
complex hybrid involving Epc Purple Glory crossed with Enc Chiapas, an Enc hybrid
involving Enc cordigera with Enc adencaula.
Enc bractescens, is known as the clumping Encyclia because it does just that – it forms enormous clumps. It if
found in Mexico, Belize, Honduras and Guatemala. It is easy to grow provided it gets lots of water while in active
growth, but less water during its winter dormancy. It too has multiple color forms, varying from brown to bronze
sepals and petal and with lips that vary from lavender to white with purple markings. The flowers are small but
form a tight mass so it provides am impressive presentation. It tends to grow at lower elevations and can tolerate
temperature extremes from 40 to 100 degrees. There are two notable hybrids, both primary crosses with other
Encyclias. One is Hereford Jewel which is Enc bractescens crossed with Enc cordigera. The other Dancing Bees
which involves Enc Bees Knees (Enc alata crossed with Enc diuran) crossed with Enc bractescens.
Lastly, Enc incumbens is another slow growing but fragrant species. It is found in pine and pine-oak forests in
Mexico and Guatemala. A primary hybrid I’m particularly fond of is Enc Rhody which has soft lavender flowers. It
is Enc incumbens crossed with Enc pyriformis. Another is Guy Kyoguchi, which is Enc incumbens crossed with
Guy aurantiaca.
Mark stressed at Encyclias like bright light, even in winter. Most can tolerate temperatures from 50 to 100
degrees. They need to be watered heavily when in active growth but also need good drainage. Avoid watering
during damp, cloudy weather as the plants do not dry between waterings and can rot off. Mark feels that dryness
encourages root growth so allow the plants to dry completely between waterings. They do well when placed
outdoors in the summer months, under dappled light. They are very susceptible to scale, snails and slugs. Mark
recommends Safari for the scale, and noted that Safari also does a great job on mealy bugs that attack other plants
in the greenhouse. It is pricey but available from Rose Mania on line.
It is interesting that Carl Withner commented, way back in 1996, that hybridizing with Encyclias was in its
infancy. However, he predicted that there was potential for relatively small, easy-to-grow, temperature tolerant
plants with brightly colored, small to medium flowers. He felt that Encyclias are particularly difficult to pollinate
and noted that often there is minimal seed production. He noted that only a few commercial growers were growing
or hybriding Encyclias but predicted that within two or three generations we would “begin to see a greater variety
of good colors and shapes in the flowers, greater seed production, and more uniform plants.” His words were
certainly prophetic!! Mark has made several crosses and is able to acquire hybrid stock from other growers. For
me, this means that the work is being done and we are soon going to be seeing more and more of these lovely
plants on the sales tables at shows and in nurseries across the country. Most are relatively easy to grow and their
long lasting flowers, in a profusion of colors, make them well worth the hobby grower’s time and attention.
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Biltmore House
Flower enthusiasts looking for hints of nature’s beauty can find the perfect escape in Biltmore’s Conservatory this
winter. Now through March, Biltmore’s orchid collection is in its prime and on display for estate guests.
Biltmore’s love affair with orchids goes back more than a century, when George Vanderbilt was planning his estate
in Asheville, NC. At the end of the 19th century, conservatories and private plant collections were popular among
wealthy estate owners in Europe and the U.S. George Vanderbilt followed this trend with the construction of
Biltmore’s Conservatory. He then created a wish list of plants to fill the building in 1894. An assortment of 800
orchids were on the list!
Today, Biltmore’s orchid collection contains approximately 600 plants. The staff has spent time carefully
researching and procuring some of the same varieties contained on Vanderbilt’s original list. Marc Burchette,
Biltmore’s Orchid Specialist, assisted his co-worker Jim Rogers with tracking down the heritage varieties and worked
with a commercial grower to procure more than half of the plants contained on the archival list.
Because Biltmore has such an expansive collection, guests always see plants in bloom during their visit to the
Conservatory. “Biltmore has an eclectic collection, and we have plants coming into flower continually during the
year. We put plants in the Conservatory’s display area as they come into flower, and move them out after they’ve
passed their prime bloom,” says Marc.
A typical week among the orchids includes a routine of fertilizing and watering the collection and then tending to
the display areas in the Conservatory. However, January’s polar vortex caused quite a stir among those managing the
plant collection. Devoted staff members worked in shifts overnight to run auxiliary heaters in all of the
greenhouses. Saving the precious blooms was their top priority. Marc had to act quickly to save Biltmore’s priceless
collection. “I made the decision to move the plants into an area that would best protect them from the extreme cold.
It took several hours to carefully move the plants and then a few hours to put them back on display.”
While much of the work surrounding the orchids happens behind the scenes, the effort is always evident when
guests enter the Conservatory. “Guests usually say, ‘Wow, I didn't know there were so many different varieties,'"
said Marc. There is a wide selection of orchids continually on display. “Guests are very drawn to Phaleonopsis, and I
think the main reason is because they are very familiar with it,” says Marc. “Those are the orchids people are used to
seeing in a retail shop.”
Guests wanting to know more about the orchid collection can sign up for a 45-minute orchid talk offered in the
Conservatory Monday-Friday, now through March 19. Talks are held at 11 a.m. and are complimentary with estate
admission. Space is limited and guests can make reservations at any Guest Services location on the morning of their
visit.
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Have you considered joining the AOS? While the annual membership may seem pricey, there
are some benefits. First of all, there is the monthly “Orchids” magazine, which is available in
either print or digital format. The AOS claims that members rank the magazine as the number one
benefit to be received from membership. It is a very slick publication, printed on glossy paper with
lots of color and some spectacular orchid photos. There are some monthly articles that are
particularly interesting. Among those are the monthly articles by Thomas Miranda, Orchid
Collection Specialist at the Smithsonian. His articles resemble the monthly column Courtney
Hackney did for so many years. Miranda generally provides seasonal cultural information as well
as information on interesting genera that you can actually find for sale. I also enjoy articles by Sue
Bottom who provides practical, common sense advice. Other articles describe newly identified
species or breeding trends. I am too intellectually lazy to read all the articles about the “Begats
and Begots” (I figure OrchidWiz can provide that under the Genealogy tabs) so I generally scan
those articles, but some have proven to be interesting. The magazine now also publishes monthly
photos of newly awarded plants. It’s fun to drool over these “Best of the Best”!
A relatively recent monthly offering from the AOS is the monthly Webinars. Some of these
tutorials are available to nonmembers and I recommend that you go to the website and view one
or two just to get a flavor of what they all about. Most of the Webinars are only available to
members, but when you sign up you get access to the archived past editions. Upcoming webinars
include one on Growing Under Lights, which should provide information for windowsill grows with
limited space. A regular feature of the Webinars is the “Greenhouse Chat” with Ron McHatton in
which he addresses common cultural issues viewers submit to him. Most of the webinars are
about 45 minutes long and can be accessed directly through your laptop or home computer.
There are of course other benefits. I urge you to go to the AOS website and check out other
features, including their “How To” videos. Annual membership is $65 for individual
membership. As an organization the American Orchid Society is probably the single easiest way
to access information on Orchids and their culture, on the web or in print.

American Orchid Society http://www.aos.org/
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SOS On the Move

Paphiopedilum

Biltmore Estate 18-20 March 2017

Paphiopedilum

Epidendrum

Phaius

Phalaenopsis

Epidendrum

Phalaenopsis

"Glass Conservatory" est. 1895...

Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
President
Curtis Richie
Vice President & Newsletter Editor
Joy Lemieux
Treasurer
Susan Makar
Secretary
Richard Webb
Past President & AOS Rep
Van Ewert
Member at Large Ursula Cables
Member at Large Jean Curtin
Member at Large Edie Liepins
Member at Large Jane Squires
Member at Large Ray Makar
Member at Large CeSea Lawson
Sandhills Orchid Society email address:

910 949 7233 crichie121@embarqmail.com
919 499 1947 joylemieux@windstream.net
910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
910 308 0223 rwebb@nc.rr.com
(2015)
910 568 5915
910 425 7181
910 485 3072
910 484 9345
910 433 2885
910 867 0217
910 487-1733

wvewert@yahoo.com
UCables@msn.com
ljcurtin@hotmail.com
eliepins@nc.rr.com
jsquires4@nc.rr.com
asotmgr1@hotmail.com
midewiwin@live.com

(2016)
(2017)

(2018)
(2017)

orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com
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The Orchid Book Review Corner Van Ewert
This issue a review of “Orchids for Dummies”
by Steven A. Frowine
From the Author
Believe it or not, orchids — the most glamorous and spectacular
flowering plants in the world, nature’s true masterpieces — are easy to grow! You just
need to give them what they need. And their requirements are not difficult to meet —
adequate light, humidity, water, and ventilation. Sure, there are other nuances, like
fertilizing, repotting, insect and disease control, but none of these are daunting. I’ve
been growing and blooming orchids in my home for almost 40 years — mostly not in a
greenhouse, but under lights or in the windowsill. Helping you achieve success with
these glorious plants is my pleasurable mission. If you follow the steps I lay out in this
book, you will grow orchids that thrive. Everything in this book comes from many years
of my own trials and errors — not from theories about what should happen or what
orchids might need. Sure, I’m a professional horticulturist, but probably more
importantly, I’m a hands-on, sometimes fanatical, home orchid grower. I don’t share
with you anything in this book that I haven’t tried myself or am sure that works. Years
ago, the methods of orchid culture were well guarded secrets, hoarded by commercial
growers and private estate gardeners. That’s not the case here. This is a tell-all book
where all secrets are revealed. So you can now enter this wonderful world of orchids
without fear, knowing that you’re armed with the information you need to be
successful and enjoy one of the most rewarding and fascinating, lifelong hobbies that
you’ll ever experience — growing orchids.
Personally I have used and reviewed this book and found it to be excellent for persons new to orchids.
Some questions poised by beginners can be difficult to answer: there are limited answers here for
watering or fertilizing – this is understandable; as even advanced orchid growers know that these
questions have many answers depending on a myriad of conditions that must be considered. If I ask
15 different orchid growers, I generally get 15 different answers! There are few orchid pictures – and
that too is understandable – most of the “Dummies” series have limited photos – and are mostly black
and-white text. The hints and tips are good – as long as the reader doesn’t absolutely adhere to these
guidelines – orchids are only tolerant to a point…the old saying: “it takes a genius to kill an orchid –
so….we are all geniuses!” I am proud to have a signed copy and would genuinely recommend this
book to any orchid library. February, 2017 Respectfully, Van Ewert
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Sandhills Orchid Society Membership Application (please return this with membership dues
payment)
The Sandhills Orchid Society is non-profit organization for the promotion and conservation of
orchids. The society meets in the assembly hall at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 1601 Raeford Road,
Fayetteville, NC. (There is no affiliation between the society and the church).
The society meets the Tuesday following the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm. The
assembly hall usually opens at 6:30 for an informal half hour of socializing, light snacks and viewing of the
display plants. The formal portion of the meeting consists of society business followed by a guest speaker,
many of them from out of state or even from other countries. These qualified speakers frequently bring
plants for sale, providing us the opportunity to add unique, new orchids to our collections!
Yearly dues are $25 for an individual and per family.
We believe we have a good society, and we need you to help us make it better. Please join us!
Please bring your application and payment to any society meeting or mail it to our treasurer once you
have filled it out and send to… Susan Makar [Treasurer], 5717 Weatherford Rd., Fayetteville, NC 28303
Please come visit us on the web: www.sandhillsorchidsociety.com
For further information, contact email: orchids@sandhillsorchidsociety.com

Dec 17

Proposed Committees:
Grower’s Day Committee:
Lead: _________________
Assist: ________________
Assist: ________________
Christmas Auction:
Lead: _________________
Assist: ________________
Assist: ________________
Fund raising:
Lead: _________________
Assist: ________________
Assist: ________________
Election Committee:
Lead: _________________
Assist: ________________
Assist: ________________

Proposed Jan. 2018
Line and Block

President
Joy Lemieux

Treasurer
Susan Makar

Vice President

Secretary
*Ursula Cables

Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

Recent Past
President
Curtis Richie
Past President &
AOS Rep
Van Ewert

Edie Liepins
*Ursula Cables
Keith Clayton
Jane Squires
Kaye Christiansen
Ray Makar
(Webmaster &
Newsletter Editor)

Orchid Show Committee:
Lead: _________________
Assist: ________________
Assist: ________________

Officers of the Sandhills Orchid Society
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Sandhills Orchid Society email address:
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910 867 0217 samakar1516@yahoo.com
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