Aim: Why did the U.S declare war on Spain in 1898?


I. Cubans Rebel against Spain
· Spain controlled a number of colonies

· Puerto Rico and Cuba were the most valuable
· Cuba tried to rebel against Spain

II. Steps toward War
· 1896 Spain placed 300,000 Cubans in barbed wired concentration camps

· Tens of thousands died from hunger and disease

· Newspaper tried to sensationalize the rebellion in Cuba

· William Randolph Hearst: New York Journal
· Joseph Pulitzer: New York World
· They printed exaggerated accounts of brutality

· Yellow journalism
· writing that exaggerates the news to lure and enrage readers 

· February 1898 Spanish minister insults the President 

III. The U.S.S Maine
· February 15, 1898, the U.S.S Maine blew up 

· The newspapers blamed Spain

IV. The War with Spain Begins
· “Remember the Maine!” rallying cry for war

· April 20 the U.S. declared war on Spain


· The US used a naval blockade on Cuba

· 17,000 men including the Rough Riders fought in Cuba

· The war began in April 1898 and ended in August

V. The Treaty of Paris

· The US and Spain fought for 15 weeks

· Treaty of Paris: December 1898 

· Cuba was free

· Guam and Puerto Rico were given to the US

· sold the Philippines to the US for $20,000,000

· the United States had become a world power

