
American Agri-Women Symposium
Twenty-Four Years of AAW Addressing Vital Agricultural Issues in Washington

1994 Finance and Delivery of  Rural Health Care
1995 Property Rights and Agriculture - Water and Agriculture: 
 Our Involvement in the Drinking Water Debate
1996 Agricultural Trade: A Whole New World
1997 Food Safety: Microbial Risk or Not?
1998 GMO’s – Hype, Hysteria or Hope for Agriculture
1999 Agricultural Trade: The Big Picture
2000 Agricultural Policy: Friend or Foe?
2001 Bio-terrorism and the Global Food Supply
2002 “COOL” is Hot! County of  Origin Labeling
2003 Water: Foundation of  Civilization-Fountain of  Controversy
2004 “Taxing Agriculture’s Bounty” Estate Taxes and
 Income Tax Issues Impacting Rural Americans
2005 “Food for Thought” Nutrition, Public Policy, 
 Personal Responsibility
2006 Hands for the Harvest – Immigration Reform for Agriculture
2007 Who’s Feeding the Hysteria?
 Find the Sensible In Sensationalized Issues
2008 Who’s Feeding the Hysteria?
2009 Energy: The Power to be Affordable and Reliable
2010 Agriculture Under Siege: 
 Why and How We Can Be a Force for Truth for Agriculture
2011 Regulate or Legislate – Which is Better for Agriculture?
2012 Sustainable Development: What is the Impact on Agriculture?
2013 Immigration Reform - Healthcare Reform: The Agriculture Connection
2014  American Agriculture and the Integrity of  the U.S. Food Supply 
2015’ Divided Lands: Federal vs State Management
2016 The Rippling Effects of  Aquifer Depletion
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sym·po·si·um: a formal meeting at which several specialists deliver 
short addresses on a topic or on related topics.



The Role of Rural America in U.S. Security
24th Annual AAW Presidents’ Council Symposium

USDA Jamie Whitten Building, Room 107
Washington, DC 20045 
June 5, 2017 - 9:00 a.m.

 8 a.m. Registration and Coffee

Welcome  ...........................................................................................................Alice Dettwyler
AAW Symposium Background ......................................................................... Ardath Dewall
Introduction of Topic ................................................................................................Karen Yost

Symposium Panelists:

BEEF: The Consumers Right to Know ............................................................... Kimmi Lewis

Energy Security: How Oil & Natural Gas Exploration & Production Protects the U.S. 
   ......................................................................................................Kathleen Sgamma
Break	coffee

Federal Environmental, Wildlife and Indian Policies Jeopardizing U.S. National Food 
Security  ......................................................................................................... Lawrence Kogan
[Discussing EPA (Clean Water Act Sec. 404 wetlands),  DOI-FWS Endangered Species Act 
(fish biological opinions/policies), & DOI-BIA (Indian aboriginal water right & regulatory 
waiver policies, proposed tribal forest management policies & pre-approved leasing of reservation 
lands to Foreign entities and persons - e.g., from the Islamic Republic of Turkey, etc.]
 
Presidents’ Council Symposium Committee: 
Sue McCrum, Ardath Dewall, Alice Dettwyler, Karen Yost

Closing Comments, Acknowledgements, and Announcements
 

Thank you for Coming!

Kimmi Lewis grew up on a cattle ranch near La Junta, Colorado 
and today is a cattle producer near Kim, Colorado in eastern 
Las Animas County. After the untimely death of her hus-
band, she assumed the ownership and management of the 
Muddy Valley Ranch. Lewis currently serves in the Colo-
rado Legislature representing the 64th District and serves 
on the Colorado House Agriculture, Livestock & Natural 
Resources Committee and the Colorado House Public 
Health Care & Human Services Committee. She has spent 
much of her time and resources working to agriculture 
interests and to preserve property rights. Lewis has received 
numerous special awards and recognitions by property rights’ 
organizations.

Kathleen Sgamma is the President of Western Energy Alliance, 
which advocates on behalf of companies involved in all 
aspects of environmentally responsible oil and natural gas 
exploration and production in the West with respect to fed-
eral legislative, public lands, environmental, regulatory, and 
public affairs issues. Ms Sgamma has testified before sev-
eral congressional committees on energy and environment 
topics, and is regularly quoted on western issues in na-

tional and regional media. Prior to joining Western Energy 
Alliance in 2006, she spent over a decade in the Information 

Technology sector, including establishing the German subsidiary 
and European consulting practice for a software company; and 

three years as an intelligence officer in the U.S. Army. She holds a BS 
in Political Science/Defense and Arms Control Studies from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and an MS in Information Technology from Virginia Tech.

Lawrence A. Kogan is the Managing Principal for Kogan Law 
Group, P.C in New York. He is an international business, 
trade and regulatory attorney and has recently served as a 
member of the International Trade Committee and as a 
liaison to the International Environmental Law Committee. 
Mr. Kogan has advised Bush Administration officials, 
Congressional subcommittee chairs and foreign trade 
officials about WTO, EU and US international law issues 
and has prepared three globally recognized white papers 
and five international journal articles discussing such issues. 
Mr. Kogan obtained his law degree from the University of 
Miami School Of Law, Coral Gables, Florida, his masters of 
laws in taxation from Georgetown University, Washington, DC, 
and his Bachelors of Arts in Philosophy and Political Theory from Boston University 
College of Liberal Arts, Boston, Massachusetts. 


