November 1, 2020
All Saints Day
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
MEDITATION

A Prayer for the Church
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
We thank you for your church,
founded upon your Word,
that challenges us to do more
than sing and pray,
but go out and work as though
the very answer to our prayers
depended on us and not upon you.
Help us to realize that humanity
was created to shine like the stars
and live on through all eternity.
Keep us, we pray, in perfect peace.
Help us to walk together, pray together,
sing together, and live together
until that day when all God's children
- Black, White, Red, Brown and Yellow –
will rejoice in one common band of humanity
in the reign of our Lord and of our God, we pray.
Amen.

GREETING/PRAYER OF THE DAY – Kristi Pyne
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know
the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: For All the Saints (ELW 422)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE WORD: 1 Kings 17:1-16 – Gordy Phelps
Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD
the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew
nor rain these years, except by my word." The word of the LORD came to
him, saying, Go from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the
Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from the wadi,
and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there." So he went and did
according to the word of the LORD; he went and lived by the Wadi
Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and
meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank
from the wadi. But after a while the wadi dried up, because there was no
rain in the land.
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow
there to feed you. So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to
the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to
her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." As
she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand." But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have
nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I
am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare
it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." Elijah said to her,
"Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself
and your son. For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal
will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the earth." She went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar of meal
was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of
the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
Word of God,
word of life.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD AND HONORING OUR SAINTS:
Behold the Host Arrayed in White (ELW 425)
Rachel Jackman, Soloist
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Jackie Schnarre
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Sing with All the Saints in Glory (ELW 426)

APOSTLES' CREED – Kendahl Adjorlolo
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
TIME OF REMEMBRANCE: Andrew Allan Hay, Rodney Gene Brunette,
Craig Sterling Vold, Mark Nelson Wilkerson, Lorretta Rapp, Helen
Dorothy Stryker, Hope Merches Fuglesby,
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Elizabeth and Randall Wampler
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose
sacrifices witness to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their
courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from
generation to generation. Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists,
and park rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you
have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural
voters and urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national
election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common needs and seek
our common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with
poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the
saints to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early
church. Bless all new missions of our synod. Empower testimony from new
communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving power.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name
and gathered to yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in
the past year. In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign
forever and ever.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
To the holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved, we confess our sins.
Silence for Self-reflection
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using
your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your
beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides
your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our
eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your
creation. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door
to us. Through Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus
you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from
the foundation of the world.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY How Small Our Span of Life (ELW 636)
Jay Craig, Soloist
OFFERING PRAYER
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for
your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that
you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
With all the saints of Africa and Asia, India and the islands, Europe and
the Americas, we praise you, O God, for you create the worlds.
With all the baptized, the old and the young, the weak and the strong,
the famous and the forgotten, we bless you, O God, for you provide us
with water and food.
With all the faithful in cities and on farms, in mansions and huts, past and
present, we worship you, O God, for you shelter the generations.
With all your holy people, those who ministered in the church, those who
served the poor, and all who walked the way of the cross, we glorify you,
O God, for in Jesus you journeyed with us on earth.
With Paul and the evangelists, we remember the meal of your Son:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With Peter and all the martyrs, we honor Christ’s death, saying Amen.
With Mary Magdalene and all the apostles, we proclaim his resurrection,
shouting Amen.
With John and all the theologians and mystics, we look for his returning,
pleading Amen.
With the Virgin Mary and all who sang of your greatness, we pray for the
power of the Spirit.
Visit this gathering, this bread and this cup, with the presence of the
body and blood of Christ. Form us into a communion of service, and
infuse your earth with the wholeness we seek.
With grandparents and godparents, with the church universal, lead us to
a future we cannot yet see, and at the end draw all humanity to yourself.
Now with all of the family you saved by your love, we shout blessing,
glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, might, be to our God forever
and ever. Amen.
Amen!
LORD’S PRAYER – Sarah Holmes
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, be
with you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: For All the Saints

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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