John Boumés Journal from Bali to Mauritius

| departed Bali Indonesia on the day | turdce . T H'ef May4for what was planned as a

nonstop, 3500 mile, singlehanded sail across the Indian Oddas.route is common among

those transiting the Indian Ocean, however most stop at several islands eririoerte. was a

chance | might stop off at Cocogke | i ng ( Australian), so | 06d acgq
| decided to stopAlthough | had the ABILITY to stop, | was feeling good, making good time,

so | pushed on throughthe bottom line is the trip across the Indian Ocean took me 23 days,

making great time.When | left Bali, another singleander departed at the same tinsailing

down the channel with ma/ihen | arrived in Mauritius, he was 1080 miles behind me, and it

took him 33 days for the same passage (he also made no interim stops).

The arrival was préttj} impessii'/d was VERY impressed with the skyline as | arriveother
t han Hawaii, it was the most ThHemlpnd was sgrediBly of al



lush, with raised peaks, a beautiful shoreline, and asvedy a great place to tie up and clear
cus toms.

| 6d been plagued si
wasnoét getting the

my cooling system that | thought | should
have, so once | was settled at the marina i
Mauritius, | decided to dsome more
checking, and sure enough, | found the cap
a 2 liter soda bottle stuck inside of the
seawater suction, just prior to the seawater
strainer. Fortunately all use of the motor
while enroute (for battery charging and _
refrigeration) was at low spd, so | was able to use the motor Wlthout overheating.

One thing | o6ve dis e as. i Sincigmt
Norfolk is that the cruising community is ey
a pretty close knit groupAfter arriving in e
Mauritius, | was invited to go with the
crews of 3 other boats, &dtend a horse
race that was within walking distance of ¥
themarinaSo é. . that ws
spent at the racetrack, and we were luck
enough to learn the track had (for that
day), allocated one of their high dollar
private boxes, for the visiting yacht$he e
bottom line is we were hosted in a private box that ordlnarlly would have cost the equivalent of
$500 USD forthedayWow €. That wdodop things offf | wasenakind some

small bets (with zero idea of what | was doing), and woundaprig the track with more

money than | arrived with not much, but a win is a winJ

o

| 6ve met soo000O0
many people since

arriva. | 6 m moor ed
at a marina right in

the heart of their

tourist section, so

there are people

from all nations

constantly

wandering the

docks, looking at the




boatssThe | ocals al so meande
point to be frendly, answering their questions, and even
inviting themonboardl 6 ve even had a
out sail i ng gtingtheniadtastgf t r i p
something theydd ot heAswmi s
result of the c¢ hathdhonmesgqftwd
Mauritian families, and t
islandiseei ng places |1 6d ot he
see. The economy and the lifestyles of the locals is \'
NOTHING like we enjoy in the states, so what might see §'
a bit ono tshiedefirfoorghus, i s |\
locals.] n one of the pictures
with his daughter (12), and her cousin (17 years did).
was very convenient to have the cousin along for the tou
because she was the only one 8poke fluent English

and | learned a LOT from the visit.

| happened to arrive just before the Muslim Ramadan, a
was impressed at how the people dress up for the final
day.l n one of the pictures
came onboard with her hosndi all dressed in whitel 6 v
seen a LOT of the printing on her hands which | first
thought was atattoobut i tdéds not €é.. i1tds an i nkThmkr awi ng

ink peak. will last about 35 days before its washed off.

| 6 vea diemdclseveral pictures | took during one of
here in Mauritius.1 n one of them youdll see amoudamazi ng |



TherockisHUGE and t he way ités b "1 ousl

thetopot he peak makes me wonde oing
crashingdownThe | ocal s ar einheit wo!
position is that i1itbés been S, SO

few more years.The view was incredible, and due to the pric
of labor and magrials here, | was astounded at how little it

would cost to build a house (with a pool) in what would be or
of the most amazing views intheworld. t 6 s an am

| 6ve been at the same slip in ithiimyp@s@etomar i na
depart the mari na, i amdyllichabardbolit@dmilds GaitlavimathisBa y 0
shown in the fAbe &raBay [ thenostcommeaentaricloradedodvisiting

boats, so | f i gulréedd iomedtdat |@rovedirnMaarikius ont16 Jundy .
plans are to remain here until sometime around the 3rtl wedk of SeptembelThe reason for
the extended stay is that my next legs of my voyage will take i@euitn Africa and around the



cape.Sincei t 6s the dead of winter fAdown hereo, it
cape in the rough winter weathevly plans are to wait for spring, then round the cape in the Oct

/ Nov timeframe, departinGapeTown even as late as December (heart af fhwenmer. After
departingCape Townmy plans are to sail across the Atlantic, towards Brazil, and either

stopping in Brazil, or possibly continuing on to Grenada.

While in Mauritius, | was chatting with one of the securi
guards atthe marinaén he asked i f |
alligator park yetNope €é. Wher Bléds i
. explained that it was a short
bus ride away, so myself and
' another sailor took the biis
~ only to learn that it was about
a 2 hour bus ride, followed b
. about a2 mile walkT h a t
- OKil 6ve been
wal king that . s
anissueWhi |l e there we used the fAwhile
had a hearty lunch of alligator meat.turns out the alligator park is
not only a nature conservancy, but they also raiggators
commerciallyi with about 2000 alligators in their pens, raised
solelyformeatl 6d asked what it tastes |
cross between chicken and fisland was pleasantly surprised to
find out thatdés EXAGcliledit. Themeatl wo ul
was VERY tender, and very tastywas impressed.




When going around the other islands on my tri
come with many of the technological amenities of the mainldnd.at 6 s not. |l tblve case
attached a picture of one of the award winning structures here on the islénd.e al so been
VERY impressed with the machining capabilities here on the isl@hd.fitting for the boom

vang broke during the | nseeabautgdtingidfixedsimcalmadi t , s
lots of time here. The bottom line is pictures of the vang show how it was broken, how it was
constructed, and how the local shop manufactured a replacement piece neyeame to the

boat, picked up the boom sdissembled the system, manufactured a (stronger) system,

reassembled it, and delivered it (the boom) back to theikalhtor the equivalent of about

$250.00.1 6ve zero doubt the same work in the stat
alsohad a hydraulic place rebuild the hydraulic ram on my autopilot, which they did for about

90.00. That same job in the states would have been AT LEAST 400.00.







