Great Plains Child Care Resource & Referral October Newsletter

Autumn Adventures and Provider
Connections
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Enroll Your Program in the
Oklahoma Strong Start
Program:
To ensure your employees can
access this new benefit, we
need your help in enrolling We’re excited to hit the road for

your child care program as a the GPCCRR Road Trip 2025—
participating provider. 2026! [17]

To qualify, your program must: Follow us on Facebook to see where
» Be currently licensed by OKDHS we’ve been and where we’re headed

as a child care faCIhJFy next across Southwest Oklahoma!
e Have an active subsidy contract

with the State of Oklahoma

Submit an application using the button
below, and be approved based on
established policies



https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=68d16e03-733f-4d0c-9810-d6a71a6c0098

Apply Today!!!

We know the early childhood field has
faced incredible pressure in recent
years. This program is one way we are
working to ensure that those who care
for Oklahoma’s youngest children can
access the care and support they need
for their own families — helping you
keep your staff, serve your community,
and stay in the profession you love.

The GPCCRR team has been soaking up
inspiration and ideas at the Oklahoma
Early Childhood Symposium! We love
connecting with other early childhood
professionals from across the state and
bringing new tools, strategies, and
motivation back home to Southwest
Oklahoma. #GPCCRR
#EarlyChildhood
#ProfessionalGrowth

NETWORK

HOME CHILD CARE COLLECTIVE

WHY JOIN THE THRIVE NETWORK?

The Thrive Network provides free resources,
professional development and peer connection
for Oklahoma home child care providers and



https://opsr.submittable.com/submit
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gpccrr?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVAeIX0VNwFfsV9RjOriJX-BVR0eBk68cVx5pokiljhusxz7RmDn12T_Q9tgpZMgo00-3FhlxjLf3sBipA-KfSFJYCqbV07cv-aViHY6PddAaHCWOU8PrRIBJB1PULnu0qsuwNOHipBbxDxcYCpmciLMkHP-MnEMC0gcxlzg8E7_L306ejneeM_C8_mGF__Gng&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/earlychildhood?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVAeIX0VNwFfsV9RjOriJX-BVR0eBk68cVx5pokiljhusxz7RmDn12T_Q9tgpZMgo00-3FhlxjLf3sBipA-KfSFJYCqbV07cv-aViHY6PddAaHCWOU8PrRIBJB1PULnu0qsuwNOHipBbxDxcYCpmciLMkHP-MnEMC0gcxlzg8E7_L306ejneeM_C8_mGF__Gng&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/professionalgrowth?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVAeIX0VNwFfsV9RjOriJX-BVR0eBk68cVx5pokiljhusxz7RmDn12T_Q9tgpZMgo00-3FhlxjLf3sBipA-KfSFJYCqbV07cv-aViHY6PddAaHCWOU8PrRIBJB1PULnu0qsuwNOHipBbxDxcYCpmciLMkHP-MnEMC0gcxlzg8E7_L306ejneeM_C8_mGF__Gng&__tn__=*NK-R

2025

Oklahoma Early Childhoog
Research Symposium

Registration is now open for
OKAEYC members, to our
Leadership Symposium
November 8th, 2025

Don't miss your chance to attend the
OKAEYC Leadership Symposium,
"From Vision to Action". OKAEYC
members can register NOW for the

event. Early bird registration open for
members through September 19th.

General registration will be opening on
September 20th. Join fellow educators
and industry leaders at this important
event to enhance your skills and
network with others in the field. Only 50
spots available, Don't wait!

Secure Your Ticket Now

This year’'s Leadership Symposium is
all about turning great ideas into real-
world impact. Whether you're leading a
team, managing a program, or growing
your organization’s presence, strong
leadership depends on practical skills
you can use every day. This year’'s
sessions will focus on building
essential tools in communication,
marketing, collaboration, and more.
Join us as we move beyond theory and

prospective providers. While you take care of
working Oklahomans’ families, we take care of
you, supplying the support and guidance you
need to be successful.

BENEFITS

e National Association for Family Child Care
(NAFCC) Executive Level Membership

e NAFCC Accreditation Self-Study Kit with
trained mentor support

o Free Telehealth and Teletherapy for you,
your family and your assistants

e Access to specialized trainings like the
Pyramid Model Community of Practice
Subscription to shared services
Subscription to Brightwheel (child
management software)
Monthly newsletter
Monthly trainings tailored towards family
child care home providers

Help Oklahoma Thrive - Support working parents and your

community by becoming a child care provider today!
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HOME CHILD CARE COLLECTIVE

Purpose

The Southwest Thrive Communication Welcome Bags are designed to celebrate and
equip new Southwest Family Child Care Providers who join the Southwest Thrive
Network and who are actively engaging in professional growth. These bags promote
connection, collaboration, and ongoing learning among Southwest Oklahoma child
care professionals

Eligibility
Providers will receive a Thrive Communication Welcome Bag
once the following steps are completed:
1.Thrive Membership Form — Provider has officially joined the Thrive Network by

completing the membership form.
2 Engagement Requirement — Provider has attended two Thrive-hosted trainings

Distribution

« Bags will be distributed during in-person Thrive events, provider visits, or mailed if
necessary.

« Staff will track eligibility through Thrive registration and training attendance logs.

* Asigned acknowledgment form (digital or paper) will confirm that bags are for
professional use only.

Usage Guidelines

* Welcome bags and their contents are for use within your child care business to
support professional development and program quality

« Items are not for resale or personal profit.

* Thrive branding and materials should be displayed or used in ways that align with
the program’s mission of collaboration and continuous improvement.

s Contact information: Athena Jarvis, Business Consultant
S OPSR email: ajarvis@gpccrr.org phone: 888-878-4417



https://okaeyc.org/so/d1PZ3bPTm/c?w=vS0ha9RYE-attJPpRw4BUifqLez1z63DsHUqUtlxvLQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2thZXljLm9yZy9ldmVudC1kZXRhaWxzL2xlYWRlcnNoaXAtc3ltcG9zaXVtLTIiLCJyIjoiODcxMjAwMjAtZDAwNi00NmE3LTkxOTEtMzg1M2ViMGE0ZWJiIiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiNWE4OGE5ODQtYTViOC00MzliLThlYzItMjI1MDljMzNkMTY3In0

into action—equipping leaders at every
level with the confidence, clarity, and
strategies to lead with purpose.

Learn More

Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education Scholars

Program

The Scholars program awards
scholarships to eligible child care
professionals to complete coursework
in the area of child development or
early childhood education, as well as
the Child Development Associate
(CDA) and Certified Childcare
Professional (CCP) Credential
Assessment. These scholarships enable
child care providers in Oklahoma to
improve their skills through education,
receive an educational stipend.

More Information about
Scholars

Did you know you qualify for
FREE Telehealth and

Teletherapy just for being a
Child Care Professional?

Recently, our state agency, OPSR has
launched FREE access to Telehealth and
teletherapy benefits to ALL child
providers, their employees, and their
dependents through Shared Services.

If you are a Family Child Care Home
please contact Athena Jarvis and she can
help you through the
process. Ajarvis@agpccrr.org

This is an incredible opportunity and easy
to sign up. Have staff and families that
would like to sign up follow the link
below.

The enrollment link for child care staff to

For training opportunities visit
okregistry.org or click HERE



https://okaeyc.org/so/d1PZ3bPTm/c?w=My0NkoGs4iSytd5pGhAZvtUQtKxvIu8B0HR_sSDhPUI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2thZXljLm9yZy9zZXJ2aWNlcy0xIiwiciI6IjM3ZDY2ZGIxLTBkOTgtNDYyOS1hMGI5LTYyZDlhOWNkMmZjZSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjVhODhhOTg0LWE1YjgtNDM5Yi04ZWMyLTIyNTA5YzMzZDE2NyJ9
https://okhighered.org/scholars/
mailto:Ajarvis@gpccrr.org
https://okregistry.org/v7/trainings/search

complete: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/lJK7K39V.
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Rachel Myrko
Regional Director
rmyrko@gpccrr.org

L ‘ 405-250-3360
|
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You are welcome to reach out to CCRR
staff and we will try to direct you as well.

Lisa Earls

Infant Toddler Specialist
lisa@gpccrr.org
888-878-4417

“are completel
| and available to
and their

ek e
Athena Jarvis
Business Consultant
ajarvis@gpccrr.org

405-480-0686

TELEMEDICINE TELETHERAPY AND
MENTAL HEALTH
24/7 access to a board-certified doctor
(I" non- eyréerﬁer\c (dlfe for Yo“h’ 24/7 access to a experienced therapists,
employees and their families anywhere, | counselors, psychiatrists and behavioral
and anytime in order to get help with health specialists to support many
iy dcgrﬂm?gvzgnggwgss,an;[c##‘igng common issues, including: alcohol and .
allergies, sﬁor[s ir{jurles, sore throat, substantc;Szfavs;;e;sm!‘;fre&changes Jennlfel‘ Hunt
and more.

Child Care Consultant
jhunt@gpccrr.org
580-301-0131
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Registration and Enrollment

How to participate in this free benefit:

Completed by CCR&R

Atthe be%mnlng of the month, your local Child Care Resource and Referral

Agency will send out a registration link to all child care centers and homes.
Completed by Program Director

Program i 1d the re link to their employees.
Completed by Individual

link to lndlcate that they

are interested in resoelving thls beneﬁt. 11 is is to register employees onl

Pandpams the 15th of t 1e month will beehgiblemenreil mme
efit starting the ﬁayof(hefﬂll month. For example, if someor

reglszets on oﬁober 12, they will be eligil oieta enroll in me freenelehea{th beneﬂt

Nwember 1 If someone registers on October 30, they will be eligible to enroll

For ions, please e-mail iness.org.
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JK7K39V
mailto:telehealth@okschoolreadiness.org

Check www.OkRegistry.org for upcoming trainings
and events

Okregistry

Be Sure to follow us on Facebook to follow our adventures, fun drawings and
games, and keep to date on upcoming training and events
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