Becoming a Woman After God’s Own Heart
Life Lessons from David
Lesson 13 Changing Your Perspective
1 Chronicles 28:2-19,  Psalm 27

1 Chronicles 28:2-19
2 King David rose to his feet and said: “Listen to me, my fellow Israelites, my people. I had it in my heart to build a house as a place of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and I made plans to build it. 3 But God said to me, ‘You are not to build a house for my Name, because you are a warrior and have shed blood.’

4 “Yet the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from my whole family to be king over Israel forever. He chose Judah as leader, and from the tribe of Judah he chose my family, and from my father’s sons he was pleased to make me king over all Israel.5 Of all my sons—and the Lord has given me many—he has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 6 He said to me: ‘Solomon your son is the one who will build my house and my courts, for I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. 7 I will establish his kingdom forever if he is unswerving in carrying out my commands and laws, as is being done at this time.’

8 “So now I charge you in the sight of all Israel and of the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God: Be careful to follow all the commands of the Lord your God, that you may possess this good land and pass it on as an inheritance to your descendants forever.

9 “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 10 Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a house as the sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.”

11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the temple, its buildings, its storerooms, its upper parts, its inner rooms and the place of atonement. 12 He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the courts of the temple of the Lord and all the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of the temple of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated things. 13 He gave him instructions for the divisions of the priests and Levites, and for all the work of serving in the temple of the Lord, as well as for all the articles to be used in its service. 14 He designated the weight of gold for all the gold articles to be used in various kinds of service, and the weight of silver for all the silver articles to be used in various kinds of service: 15 the weight of gold for the gold lampstands and their lamps, with the weight for each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of silver for each silver lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand; 16 the weight of gold for each table for consecrated bread; the weight of silver for the silver tables; 17 the weight of pure gold for the forks, sprinkling bowls and pitchers; the weight of gold for each gold dish; the weight of silver for each silver dish; 18 and the weight of the refined gold for the altar of incense. He also gave him the plan for the chariot, that is, the cherubim of gold that spread their wings and overshadow the ark of the covenant of the Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk162521925]19 “All this,” David said, “I have in writing as a result of the Lord’s hand on me, and he enabled me to understand all the details of the plan.”

[bookmark: _Hlk162521680]Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked advance against me
    to devour[a] me,
it is my enemies and my foes
    who will stumble and fall.
3 Though an army besiege me,
    my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me,
    even then I will be confident.
4 One thing I ask from the Lord,
    this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
    all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord
    and to seek him in his temple.
5 For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
    and set me high upon a rock.
6 Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the Lord.
7 Hear my voice when I call, Lord;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, Lord, I will seek.
9 Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me,
    God my Savior.
10 Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the Lord will receive me.
11 Teach me your way, Lord;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    spouting malicious accusations.
13 I remain confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the Lord
    in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord;
    be strong and take heart
    and wait for the Lord.

There are many other things that happened during David’s reign that we have not covered in this study.  For example, when David was a very old man, on his deathbed, his son Adonijah, tried to take over the throne and make himself king.  David’s wife, Bathsheba, and the prophet Nathan intervened, and David appointed Solomon as the next king instead.   Despite all the drama in David’s life, including his many mistakes and failings, David repented of his sins, and he loved God deeply, and God used him mightily! 

1. Read 1 Chronicles 28:2-19. What did David desire to do to honor God? Why did the Lord tell him he was not the one to do it?






2. What do you think David meant in verse 4 when he said: “The Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from my whole family to be king over Israel forever.” When he said “forever”, what was he talking about?






3. Who did David say God had appointed to build the temple, and what special instructions did he give his son?





19 “All this,” David said, “I have in writing as a result of the Lord’s hand on me, and he enabled me to understand all the details of the plan.”

4. How did David come up with design for the temple and all the articles used in various kinds of service in the temple?
(Hint: verse 19)






Psalm 27
4 One thing I ask from the Lord,
    this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
    all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord
    and to seek him in his temple.

8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, Lord, I will seek.

5. Read Psalm 27:4 & 8. These verses hold a main key to why David is called “a man after God’s own heart”. What did David say was the main desire of his heart and the one thing he asked of the Lord?




6 Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the Lord.

6. What sacrifice did David say he would make to the Lord in verse 6?  Do you do this? If so, does it help you? How?





7. After the praise of the first half of Psalm 27, David’s focus shifts to prayer. What statement, that is a key to victorious living, did David end with? How hard is this for you?






8. Do you see ways in which David’s words or deeds demonstrated that he was a man after God’s own heart in these chapters?











9. Glance back through your workbook and especially read the final questions in each lesson about: “What words or deeds demonstrated that David was a man after God’s own heart?” What life lessons have you learned from David through this study? Is there something you have been inspired to do? Is there something you feel led to change or avoid doing? Jot down one or more life lessons you have learned from studying David’s life that will help you be a woman after God’s own heart.
























10. Journal one of these passages SOAP style.
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