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[bookmark: _GoBack]Ladies and Gentlemen,
Now that you have been empaneled and sworn as a Grand Jury, it is the Court's duty to instruct you as to the law which should govern your actions and your deliberations as Grand Jurors.
The framers of our Federal Constitution deemed the Grand Jury so important for the administration of justice, they included it in the Bill of Rights.  The Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution provides in part that no person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime without action by a Grand Jury.  An infamous crime is a serious crime which may be punished by imprisonment for more than one year.  The purpose of the Grand Jury is to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to justify a formal accusation against a person — that is, to determine if there is probable cause to believe the person committed a crime.  
The Grand Jury is an independent body and does not belong to any branch of the government.  As members of the Grand Jury, you, in a very real sense, stand between the government and the person being investigated by the government.  A federal grand jury must never be made an instrument of private prejudice, vengeance, or malice.  It is your duty to see to it that indictments are returned only against those who you find probable cause to believe are guilty and to see to it that the innocent are not compelled to go to trial.
A member of the Grand Jury who is related by blood or marriage to a person under investigation, or who knows that person well enough to have a biased state of mind as to that person, or is biased for any reason, should not participate in the investigation of that person or in the return of the indictment.  This does not mean that if you have an opinion you should not participate in the investigation.  However, it does mean that if you have a fixed opinion before you hear any evidence, either on a basis of friendship or ill will or some other similar motivation, you should not participate in that investigation and in voting on the indictment.
Sixteen of the twenty-three members of the Grand Jury constitute a quorum and must be present for the transaction of any business.  If fewer than this number are present, even for a moment, the proceedings of the Grand Jury must stop.

