Our reading from Acts today, 


should remind us that God had a plan for Israel.  

God had brought them through these various trials from Abraham, 


to Moses, 


to David, 


to Exile, 


and finally to Jesus, 



to shape them to be the people God desired for them to be.  

Acts also reminds us that time and time again, 


we rebelled against that plan.  


We refused to be the light to the nations.  


We wanted the light only for ourselves.  


We desired to rule over all the nations, 



but it was to do so in power, 



not in showing them the long-suffering love of our God,




 so that they too may worship the God that we know.

The reading from Acts reminds us that there was to be a third type of person.  


Not just the Gentile who found God's word 



and Jesus in the process, 




as the Magi represent with their full display of the grace of God.  


Not just the descendent of Abraham that rejected God's Word 



and Jesus




 as Herod represents with his full display of original sin.  

We are reminded that God had a special calling for his creation, 


for them to be his people


 and him to be their God.  



There was a family that God intended to start.  

By the time the child named Jesus comes onto the scene, 


the project known as “Israel” 



has hit so many bumps, 



starts and stops, 




that the project almost seems lost.

But Matthew does something quite extraordinary in Chapter 2.  


He reboots the story of Israel 



with a brief geographical summary of the route Israel had come from.  

Every major stop in the history of Israel is contained in this chapter.  


The Magi, 



came from the East, 



from Babylon 




or the land of Uz, 



just like Abraham had.  

They come to the land that was promised to Abraham. 


 And while there, 



they find this child that was to save the people from their sins.  




Just as Isaac had been, 





when Abraham was preparing to offer his son up to God.

Then, 


we move onto Egypt and Moses.  

A theme that will reappear time and time again in Matthew.  

In Herod's anger of being misled by the Magi, 


he commands all male children under the age of 2 to be slaughtered.  

Just as a paranoid King 


or Pharaoh of Egypt had commanded 



when he felt threatened by all the Israelites 




that could possibly rise up against him.  

Under the threat of death, 


Moses' parents 


and the midwives acted boldly 



and God provided safety for the baby Moses in Pharaoh's household.  

Under the threat of death, 


Mary and Joseph respond to a dream 



and leave in time to find safety in Pharaoh's kingdom once again.

Eventually, 


the threat to Israel subsided after they crossed the Red Sea,



 and they were able to return to the promised land.  

As we hear from Matthew, 


eventually King Herod dies 


and the threat subsides, 



and Mary, Joseph, and the child are able to return to the promised land.  

But the circumstances do not prohibit them to return to Bethlehem, 


the town of David, 



from where the next major promise to Israel happened 



in the life of King David.  

But that is where we started, 


so David is acknowledged.

Instead, 


Mary and Joseph go to Nazareth, 


for like David, 



they are kind of on the run.  

They go to places where it is safe to be.  


While King Herod the Great is dead 


and the threat of “those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 



A direct quote from Moses' story.  

Herod's Kingdom has been divided into 3 among the sons that were still alive.  


So with Achaleus trying to out do Herod the great, 



by killing 3000 of the most influential people in Judea, 


the logical option was to go to Galilee 



where his brother Herod Antipus ruled.  


This echoes David's surviving in the wilderness 



while Saul hunted for him.

In these 5 geographical stops in the story, 


we have the story of Israel.  



The East, 




where Abraham came from, 



Egypt 




where Israel found refuge from a drought 




and then God's saving power in the Exodus.  



Bethlehem, 




where David was from 



and Nazareth in Galilee, 




where David wandered before he became King.  



And finally Jerusalem, 




where the monarchy over Abraham's promised land was established, 




but currently has a false king sitting upon the throne.  



So as we await the true King, 



we also await the true Israel.

But why are we waiting.  


Matthew is telling us that the true Israel has come.  

He has done this through the geography, 


but he has also done this through the three main characters of chapter two.  


The Magi, 


Herod, 


and the child Jesus.  

The Magi represent the graced humanity 


and Herod the judged.  

But those are not the only two choices for how we are to live.  


Not just under God's grace 


or God's judgment, 



but there is also the call to live as the people of God, 



in the image of God, 



being God's light to the nations.  




We will hear more about this in chapter 5 





in the Sermon on the Mount 






with phrases light city on a hill, 






light shining in the darkness, 






salt of the earth.  





But before we get there, 






Matthew highlights the beatitudes in the life of Jesus.

Jesus is a new born baby at this point in the story.  


Matthew drives this home by referring to him as 



the child after verse 1.

So what can he do?  


After three months of extensive research, 



I am pretty sure he can cry, 



sleep, 



fill his diaper, 



and eat 




so he can fill his diaper again.  
He can not talk, 


he can not get his own food, 


he can not walk to get his own food, 


he can not even change his diaper.  

But he can cry 


to let someone know that his diaper needs changed.  

There is a part of this reality that we can not wait for our babies to outgrow, 


especially at 4 am.  

But then a day comes when it does, 


and we long for the dependence that they once had upon us.

Jesus, 

the Child in chapter 2 


as God among us is completely dependent.  



He is not the one having the dreams, 



he is not the one deciding to go to Egypt 




or when and where to return.  

Like any newborn child, 


Jesus does not act, 


he is acted upon.  

Jesus is humanity incarnate.  

The true humanity that Jesus speaks of in the beatitudes.  


Look at an infant, 



and you will see they are poor in spirit, 



mourn, 



meek, 



hunger and thirst, 


and when they finally fall asleep 



they are being merciful, 


look into their eyes 



and you will see they are pure in heart, 


put them in the center of a group of angry people 



and you will see that they are peacemakers.  

This is the humanity that Jesus calls all of his followers to live out.  

But he first lives it out 


in coming as a little newborn child to the world.  
This then is how you and I are to live as the people of God.  


Knowing that we don't have it all together, 


crying out when the world is not right, 


humbly working in the world 



knowing that we don't have it all together, 


hungering and thirsting for that 



which will make the world the way God intended it.  

In doing so, 


we will have the kingdom of heaven, 


be comforted, 


inherit the earth, 


be filled, 


shown mercy, 


see God, 


and be called sons of God.

We will be Israel as God intended Israel to be.

Jesus was not mincing his words 


when he challenged the disciples action and said, 



“Let the little children come to me.”  

That is the only way that we will actually find 


and enter the Kingdom of God.  

Not by the power of Herod, 

not by the knowledge of the Magi, 


but by letting God lead us where we need to be, 



through the trials we need to endure, 

so that we find ourselves called a “Nazorene,” 


just as the prophets alluded to.

Now notice, I said called and alluded to.  


I did not read a prophet that quotes anything that Matthew quotes.  



The “He shall be called a Nazorene.” 




is not a quote of any part of scripture.  

But Matthew is doing something different here if we look closely.  


This time it is multiple prophets speaking of what this child will be, 


not one specific one.  
Matthew is again depending on word play from various prophets to describe Jesus.  


The word Nester in Isaiah 11:1 



is the branch growing out of the stump of Jesse.  


Out of this once mighty tree that has been felled, 



grows this little branch.  


Judges 13 and 16 speak of Samson who will be a Nazarite 



or Holy One. 



Consecrated to the work of the Lord 




from the day of his birth 




to the day of his death.  

Both of these are possibilities for someone being called a Nazorene.


Since we need to pick the one that multiple prophets speak of, 



Nester seems the better option, 




as we hear the beatitudes picked up again 




and realize what the town of Nazareth was.  

Nazareth did not make the map.  


It does today, 



because of Jesus upbringing there, 


but when he arrived, 



it was less than a town.  



It was in a hollow, 




which when you climbed to the top of the hill, 





you could see the Mediterranean, 





you could see two great trade routes flowing by, 






one North to South, 






the other East to West.  


But with all of its greatness so close, 



it did not make any ancient maps.  




It was a backwater place, 





more backwater than Bethlehem.  


It is in this humble place, 



that Jesus was raised.  


This was the humble hometown of the one we know as our Lord and Savior.

From start to finish, 


this Holy One of God, 

did it not with power and might, 


but with humbleness, 


righteousness, 


in response to the leading of the Father, 



instead of choosing the course himself.  

This is the life that Matthew and Jesus 


are calling us to as well.  

We know from Herod our tendency to sin, 

from the Magi our tendency to be lost, 

and from Jesus, 


from the very beginning, 



we learn that the route out of both is lowliness.  

Nazareth is our route, 


not the city of the King, 



Bethlehem, 


not the throne of the King, 



Jerusalem.  

But the lowly town of Nazareth 


is where we will find our true humanity.  

In a child that follows where his father leads him. 
