Today You Are Thirteen

Today is a day of celebration

because you are now thirteen.

Leaving behind all those child-

like ways we have, indeed, seen.

From your very first words,
 to all the shoes outworn,

oh the changes that have taken 

place, from the day you were born.

We knew we couldn’t keep 

you little, that it wouldn’t last.

We have enjoyed watching you

 grow up, but it happened so fast.

We trust what we have taught you,

you will have the courage it takes;

to make all those decision that

 only a teenager can make.

Because there will be challenges 

and some mountains to climb,

remember mom and dad are close

 by to help you any day any time.
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