thabh a little bit afraid. Jt’s hot every day you see the glory of the
Lord God Almighty! “I have seen (zod - anhd lived to tell gbout it!”

“This is a fearsome place!” he said. “This must be the house of
God, ahd the very gate to heaven itself!”

The next morning, JaCob took the stohe he was sleeping oh and
set it up as a marker for what had happened there. He poured oil
onh it ahd blessed it to God.

He named the plaCe Bethel, which means ‘the House of (God.’

Then he made this promise to God. “If You really do watcCh over
me as 1 80, ahd bring me safely back to my home, theh you shall be
my God. T will worship you here in this place, ahd T will return to
you ohe tenth Of everything you give me.”

Then Jacob packed up his things and went on his way.
Anhd God was with him.

Jacob's Dream
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By Paul Dallgas-Frey

have to leave this place!”

Esau was not Very happy with his brother Jacob, to say the |east.

First, Jacob Cheated Esau out Of his birthright for a lousy bow|
Of soup.

Now Jacob had stolen his Father's |ast blessing. Esau Vowed that
he would Kill his brother JaCob as soon as their father died.

“You must gol” Rebekah told Jacob. “Go away, baCk to your
grahdfather’s homeland, and stay with your {Jncle Labah until
your brother Cool|s off!”

Nouw, it happenhed that Esau had married two of the young Sirls
from the lahd where he and his family were how living. They were
Cahaanites, and they didn’t follow the God of Abraham and
Isaac. They were making |ife miserable for Rebekah.

So Rebekah Came to IsaaC and said, “If JaCob marries one of
these Cahaahite women, I might as well be dead, T will be so miser-
able! Please send him to my brother’s family to fihd a wife there.”

It was a good excuse to have IsaaC send JaCob away.

But before he sent Jacob to his uncle [Laban's, IsaaC blessed
Jacob and said,

“May El Shaddai, God Almighty, bless you!

May he bless your marriage and give you many Children.
May he bless you as he blessed your grandfather Abraham.

May you possess the lahd he gave to Abraham,
ahd may you become the father of mahy hations.

May all hations be blessed beCause of you!”

Early the next mornhing JaCcob |oaded his Camels ahd set out for
the [Lanhd of Haranh, the home of his uncle.

AsS the suh was setting on the first day of his jourhey, JaCob
stopped to set up Camp for the hight. He laid out his blahket on
the ground, ahd found a stohe to put uhder his head for a pillow.

Somehow, with a roCk for a pillow, he fell fast asleep.
And then he had the most amazing dream.

Nouw, it seems that ahyone who used a rock for a pillow would
have a strange dream! But it wash’t that.

God et Jacob see a part of the wor|d we hever see, but g part
that is there all around us.

Ih his dream, JaCob saw a Stairway.

The stairway reached up all the way to heaven, and the angels of
God were coming and going, up and dowh, baCk and forth from
heaven to earth, ahd baCk to heaven again.

At the bottom Of the Stairway there was a glorious light.
There stood the [L,ord God himself!

“I am the One Who 1s, the God of your grandfather Abraham anhd
Of your father IsaacC!

“I am here to make this promise to you. I will give you ahd your
family the lanhd where you are how resting. You will have manhy
children. Your children will have children, until ohe day, they will
be as many as the dust of the earth.

You will possess this lahd, ahd beCause of you, all hations will be
blessed. T will watCh over you ahd proteCt you as You g0, and T will
bring you safely home.”

And God finished, saying, “All this T will do. Be sure of this, T am
with you. J will hever |eave you or forsake you.”

Anhd theh the Vision was gone.
Jacob woke up, rubbing his eyes.
He could hardly believe what he had just seen. Anhd he was more
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