Aim: How does a bill become a law?
P.O

· Identify key vocabulary: bill, filibuster, logrolling, pork barrel, veto, committee system, pocket veto, lobbying and shelving

· Discuss why most bills are not signed into law

· Describe the process by which a bill becomes a law

Motivation: Why is it against the law to purchase cigarettes under the age of 18? Where does this law come from?

Lesson

I. Bills

a. proposed laws

b. sent to committees

i. groups in Congress dealing with certain subjects- broken among House and Senate

ii. Members study bills before they are debated

iii. Bills can be shelved or put aside

c. Debated on House or Senate floors

i. Filibuster: tactic used by Senators 

ii. Speak continuously to delay the passing of a bill to build support

iii. S. Thurmond: 24 hrs and 18 min

d. Must be identical in House and Senate- if not Conference Committee compromises

e. Need majority vote in both Houses and then sent to President

f. President can sign it into law or veto the bill 
i. wait 10 days it becomes a law

ii. Pocket Veto: if Congress adjourns before the required ten days have elapsed the bill is deemed not to have passed

g. If vetoed the bill needs and two-thirds vote in both houses to override

