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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Have you ever wondered what the basic function of the church is? What is the one (1) thing God expects the
church to do? The mission of the church is so easy to state that it seems obvious.

Our mission is to help people develop a closer relationship with Jesus.
How do we accomplish this?

We do this by making disciples (Matthew 28) and
helping neighbors in need (Matthew 25).

At Augustus we make disciples by gathering each week at Christ-centered worship where we tell “the old, old
story of Jesus and his love.” We provide a Christ-centered Sunday School where our young people from age
three through fifth grade hear how much God loves them through Bible stories at an age-appropriate level. We
gather on Wednesday evenings to teach First Communion and Confirmation students about the wonderful on-
going relationship God has created with them at their Baptism using Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. We
gather on Wednesdays and Sundays to help our Senior High School youth put their faith into practice.

We help neighbors in need in our local community by collecting non-perishable food items every Sunday for
the Daily Bread Food pantry, a ministry that started at Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Schwenksville. Each
month we provide a fully cooked meal to neighbors in need in Norristown through the Food Pantry at St.
John’s Episcopal Church. This vital ministry was started by the parishioners at Trinity Lutheran Church when
it was on Dekalb Street. It moved to St. John’s because it soon outgrew the space available at Trinity. Once a
year we help our neighbors in need in Tanzania through our Turkey Dinner fundraiser which supports the
work of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of the Arusha Lutheran Medical Center. Through their ground-
breaking treatment to save the lives of newborn children, they have taught other hospitals not only in Tanzania
but throughout Africa how to save the lives of at-risk children.

Yes, we do many other worthwhile things, too. But these are the heart of what it means to be a disciple
(follower) of Jesus. Thank you for your faithful support and active participation in our ministry, which chang-
es lives and enriches our community.

May God shower you with mercy,
fill you with courage,

and + give you peace.

Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Weleck

P.S. See you Sunday!

Our mission is to help people develop a closer relationship with Jesus.
We do this by making disciples (Matthew 28) and helping neighbors in need (Matthew 25).



From the Bench:
The Augustus Chorister Program, Part 2

In January's newsletter, I highlighted the many benefits of music education that have been substantiated by
academic research. Music making acts like a full-body workout for the brain, engaging nearly every area sim-
ultaneously - particularly the visual, auditory, and motor cortices - unlike any other activity. This intense, mul-
ti-sensory engagement strengthens the bridge between brain hemispheres, enhances neuroplasticity, and links
emotional, memory, and cognitive centers. (Harvard Medicine Magazine)

I also described how the Augustus Chorister Program can build on the music experience our children and
youth may already be receiving in their schools. Specifically, our choristers receive music theory and sight
singing components that are highly motivating, effective and fun!

For this installment of "The Augustus Chorister Program," I'll describe what a typical choir rehearsal looks

like. Well, it begins with - pizza! Following our 10:30 service, choristers enjoy pizza and socializing in Fel-
lowship Hall. We then gather our red folders with our choral music, our blue folders with our music theory
and sight singing materials, and our ELW hymnal and head to the church.

Chairs and music stands are already set out along with a rehearsal piano and an iPad connected to a TV moni-
tor. We begin with a routinized warm-up that focuses on tall, balanced singing posture and breathing exercis-
es. Choristers sing a variety of vocal warmups on vowels for tone, choral blend and range.

We then turn to hymns that will be sung the following Sunday. At Augustus, we are fortunate to incorporate
an excellent hymnody that represents some of the finest hymn tunes of our Lutheran tradition and Christian
faith. The melodies and texts provide excellent pedagogical opportunities to focus on singing diction, intona-
tion, tone, and sight singing. Great composers and pedagogues like Zoltan Kodaly, Benjamin Britten, and
Ralph Vaughan Williams knew the value of incorporating folk songs (which are similar to our hymnody) in
their teaching and compositions.

Our attention then turns to choral repertoire while interspersing additional vocal exercises and short sigh-
singing songs along the way. The Augustus Chorister Program is unique because our choristers learn music
from as early as the Renaissance period through the 21st century. They also have an opportunity from the very
beginning to experience and perform the best choral music composed for soprano, alto, tenor and bass parts in
an intergenerational choir. And remember, Bach directed an intergenerational choir at St. Thomas Church in
Leipzig and the tradition of intergenerational choirs remains strong, especially in English cathedrals.

Toward the end of the rehearsal, a new sight singing song and music literacy worksheet are introduced. The
rehearsals then conclude with everyone reciting the Chorister's Prayer: "Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants, who
minister in Thy temple. Grant that what we sing with our lips, we may believe in our hearts, and what we be-
lieve in our hearts, we may show forth in our lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."

Families are encouraged to reach out to me regarding any questions you may
have about the Chorister Program. We accept new students throughout the
year! After having a conversation with me, children and youth can participate
in 4 rehearsals to see if the program is a good fit before making any commit-
ment. There's nothing to lose and everything to gain!

Thank you,

Darryl




2026 Midweek Lenten Service Schedule

Date Preacher Place
February 25 | Debra Stevens Evansburg United Methodist Church
March 4 Betty Wright-Riggins Evansburg United Methodist Church
March 11 Andrew L. Weber Thomas Paine Unitarian Church

March 18 Suzanne Schwarz-Green | Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ
March 25 Lenten Music Program | Augustus Lutheran Church

On Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 we will distribute palms, bless those who bear
them, and focus on our Lord’s joyful entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy
Week.

On Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 7:00 PM we will give thanks for Jesus’

institution of Holy Communion, the ongoing gift to his brothers and sisters of His

Body and His Blood. Following the Prayer after Communion, the Altar is stripped,

symbolizing Jesus utter abandonment after his betrayal. A single voice reads Psalm

22, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me. Worshippers may remain for silent
prayer. All leave the church in respectful silence.

. On Good Friday, April 3, 2026, at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall the First
j Communion and Confirmation Classes will lead us through the Stations of the
P Cross.

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM to celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection.
The Sunday School will have its annual Easter Egg hunt during
¢ & Sunday School from 8:00 — 10:15 AM. Please invite everyone you
can think of to Augustus to celebrate Jesus’ triumph over death.

3 On Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 we will have festival services at
)

Augustus Family, my sincere thank you for coming out on such a cold, blustery night to sup-
: port our Soup Kitchen fundraiser. Your generosity and dedication was stunning. :

To the many volunteers, a heartfelt “Thank you”. Without your help, our dinner would not
have been a success.

Debra Augustine

Remember Augustus in your Estate Planning
We have a beautiful campus to maintain.

If you are considering a gift, please talk with Pastor Weleck about
where funds are most needed.




Live Stream Help Needed!

As announced at the recent Congregational Meeting, Jim Lien, our “Streaming Guy” is going to be ‘out of
service’ for a while as due to upcoming ankle surgery. Balcony steps are going to be his nemesis for a
while!

Jim is seeking someone to fully take over the streaming system and MCTV PowerPoint, as his ability to
work from home is uncertain. Chilly and Shane can handle the live stream Sunday mornings, but help will
still be necessary. Chilly is active with Vestry and Sunday School and Shane now has more than enough
on his plate being the new Vestry President. Jim needs to train someone to run the live stream and to make
the graphics (all the templates are on Google Drive) as well as to make it all work.

This is a great opportunity to learn something new as well as to volunteer with the church primarily from
home!

One volunteer has come forward (THANK YOU!), but if we could get two or three people fully up to
speed, Jim would be able to relax during his recovery with full confidence that things will go smoothly.
Contact Jim at JCLien@gmail.com for more information!

2026 Easter Flowers

Flowers can now be ordered for Easter!

Please include payment with your order.
Make checks payable to: Augustus Flower Fund
Orders can be left in the church office or mailed to:
Karen Lachenmayer, 412 Dartmoor Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473

Phone: 610-715-4850 E-Mail: karenlachenmayer@gmail.com
ORDER DEADLINE: March 22

Name:
(Please Print)
QTY
Lily @816.00 = O Please give my flowers to others
Daffodil @$11.50 = QO I will take my flowers after the Easter Service
Tulip @ $5.50 =

Order Total

I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read: (PLEASE PRINT)




The Sunday school students celebrated Transfiguration Sunday with an ice cream
party. It was a great way to finish up our Epiphany stories and move into the somber
season of Lent. In Lent we’ll be learning about the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
prayer, and other scriptures to help us renew our focus on walking in God’s way. As

our song goes, “prayer, fasting, and alms giving,” with a view toward repentance, is
the way we observe Lent.

Our confirmation students had leading roles in our Ash Wednesday service, which enriched our worship
tremendously. Moving forward, on March 4" the students who will be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday are
invited to visit with the Senior High Youth Group for a glimpse of what is to come for them as future
members of SHYG. Meanwhile, our first-year confirmands will learn about the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
and take a quiz to determine which gifts they have to offer God’s Church. After that, we’ll begin rehears-
als to present Stations of the Cross to the congregation on Good Friday, with the help of many mem-
bers of the Senior High Youth Group. You won’t want to miss this meaningful service.

Summer will be here before we know it and summer at Augustus means Vacation Bible School. VBS
will take place June 22-25 from 9 a.m. to noon. All children aged 3 and above are welcome at VBS and
we always love it when they bring friends and neighbors along for the fun. Sign up using the QR code
found in this newsletter or just email me at education@augustustrappe.org. Please sign up before June 10"
so we can be sure to have enough snacks, craft supplies, efc.

Summer is also time for Bear Creek Camp. Bear Creek invites campers to “explore, celebrate, and
grow in relationship with God, nature, and community.” I’ve never heard of a child who did not have a
fantastic time at Bear Creek. Registration is open at bearcreekcamp.org and Augustus has scholarships for
those who would like to attend.

Thank you for your prayers and support of the children and youth of Augustus.

Blessings,
Sonya Sowards
Director of Christian Education

PARENTS:
Sign Up for Vacation Bible School NOW!

IT°S THAT TIME OF
YEAR...

It certainly doesn't feel like summer The Senior Youth Group and friends

i Rt

out there, but we know you're already
planning your kids' summer sched-
ule. Don't miss Vacation Bible School
at Augustus June 22-25, 2026!
Sessions are daily from [y,

9 a.m. to 12 noon and our theme is L
"Road Trip: On the Go with
God!" Scan this code to register:

-\M,\i‘vn&ﬂ" ) x)
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will be preparing and selling quarts
of soup after both services on
March 15, 2026.

This is a great way to support our
Youth Group in their projects—
including their annual

mission trip—and en-

joy some delicious '
homemade soup!




2026 Vestry

Member Special Area E-mail Address
Shane Elison President Scrabbiel @aol.com
Dick Allebach Vice President Doot44(@gmail.com
Alison Fishell Secretary/Worship & Music | alisonfishell@gmail.com
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer/Finance jeanniefunk(@gmail.com
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com
John Kochel Parish Life/Mutual Ministry | John.kochel@thrivent.com
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf(@verizon.net
Joe Cooney Property JoeCooney302@gmail.com
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24(@gmail.com
Janet Stokes Christian Education sjastokes@aol.com
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church jawentw(@aol.com
Tim Anderson Cemetery Tlanderson@hotmail.com

Augustus Book Club
The next meeting of the Augustus Book Club will be held on
We’ll discuss e —
The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston
Contact Karen McClain 610-489-9625 or office(@augustustrappe.org —
V
N ="l ™
Saturday, March 21 Times: 10to 11:30 am, 12 to 1:30 pm, and 2 to 3:30 pm

Celebrate the arrival of spring with a hands-on Easter tradition! Discover the rich
eggs were traditionally dyed—using onion skins to create warm, rustic tones. After exploring
historic examples for inspiration, you'll decorate your own egg using scratch techniques. Each
All tools are provided. Tickets include admission to the Center for Pennsylvania German Stud-
ies in the Dewees Tavern to see our special display of Easter eggs from the Pennsylvania Folk-

R —
Monday, March 16 at 7:00 pm in the Vestry Room.

Want more info? “

Pennsylvania Gerrr.\an

Easter Egg Decorating Workshop
history behind Pennsylvania German scratch-decorated eggs, then learn how these beautiful
participant will receive two pre-dyed eggs to create a one-of-a-kind keepsake to take home.
life Collection, part of the Philip and Muriel Berman Museum of Art at Ursinus College.

Location: Visitor Center behind the Muhlenberg House, 201 W. Main St. Trappe, PA
Cost: $20 Members, $25 Non-Members. Includes 2 eggs. Egg boxes may be purchased on-site.

Go to Historictrappe.org for more information!




Graceful Generosity

Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace.

A Stewardship Thought

God-pleasing stewards are faithful in their
prayer life, reading God’s Word, worshipping,
and receiving God’s Sacraments. God-pleasing
stewards are faithful stewards of the Gospel and
personal witness. God-pleasing stewards are
faithful stewards of the compassionate love of
Jesus for others. God-pleasing stewards are
faithful stewards of their time, talents, and
treasures. God-pleasing stewards are faithful
stewards of the kingdom of God in their
families, in their work, and in daily living,

On the Lighter Side

A fellow office worker tells his friend, “My
good man, you really should consider attending
our church service on Sunday.” “We respect all

denominations. We especially respect twenties
and fifties.”

Testing your Knowledge of Scripture

Do you know who Joseph the Levite was in
Scripture?

If you said Barnabas, you were right. In Acts
4:36-37 we read, “Joseph, a Levite from
Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas
(which means Son of Encouragement), sold a
field he owned and brought the money and put it
at the apostles’ feet.” In the early church, there
were no needy people because no one claimed
that any of their possessions were their own.
Through the working of the Holy Spirit, they
shared with one another. Those with plenty gave
to those in need. Barnabas willingly gave the
land he owned for the work of the apostles.

With God’s help, vou can give freely and
generously of the blessings that God has
entrusted to you.

Not to Be Served But to Serve

The words of Matthew 20:28 - “Just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” —
remind us that the life of Jesus was one of total
sacrifice. It is clear that Jesus wanted to develop
a servant spirit in his disciples and in us. He said
in Matthew 20:26, “. . . whoever wants fto
become great among you must be vour servant.”
He lived for his heavenly Father and for others.
In the same way Jesus served his Father, we
exist to serve him. Being conformed into the
image of God we will take on the role of
servants.

The concept of serving rather than being
served is not a natural one. We have an inborn
desire to want to be served ourselves and to
have our own needs met rather than to see to
others. We by nature prefer to be “number one™.
In addition, our apathy contributes to our lack of
interest in sharing. God loves changing our
mindset from wanting attention for ourselves to
serving others. Seeing others as our brothers and



sisters in Christ helps us to follow God’s
command to love our neighbor as ourselves
(Mark 12:31).

A life of service and servanthood is
contrary to what our society promotes. We are
told that we should aspire to fame, power, and
wealth. In servanthood there is no glory,
spotlight, or fame. A meaningful relationship
with Christ is not possible if we put ourselves
first and only seek the goals that are important
to the world we live in. Living a life of service,
we give of ourselves without striving for
financial rewards or glory. Unlike the praise we
receive from God, worldly praise has no lasting
value. Along with the Apostle Paul we say, “li’e

are not trying to please men but God, who fests
our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). As a servant,
Jesus was not looking for praise from the
masses, because he was only interested in
glorifving his Father.

Second Corinthians 12:15 says, “So [ will
gladly spend for you everything I have and
expend myself as well.” Because of our desire to
serve Jesus, we begin to identify with the
interest that he has in other peoples’ lives. We
forego our interests and begin to live a life of
Christian service. “You, my brothers, were
catled to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love” (Galatians 5:13).

Our freedom should express itself in the
form of service. God brings us into a proper
relationship with himself so we can understand
what service he expects from us. Jesus lived a
life of compassion for others. He continually
served the hungry, handicapped, and homeless,
and we are called to be imitators of Christ
(Ephesians 5:1). When we commit to serving
others, it is not done for our own satisfaction or
to put ourselves on a pedestal. We serve out of
love for Christ and to be worthy of his calling.

Tithing is not a gimmick to solve the economic
problems of churches; it is a significant act of

remembering who we are.

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!

© Copyright Parish Publishing, L.L.C ® May not be copied without permission. ® www.parishpublishing.org



Augustus Lutheran Church
2026 Spring Turkey Dinner Craft and Vendor Fair
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Date: Saturday, April 25" 2026

Time: 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Location: sugustus Lutheran Church

17 W, Main street
Trappe, PA 19426

The 2026 Craft and Yendor Fair will again be hosted by Augustus Wornen of the ELCA in
conjunction with our Annual Spring Turkey Dinner, Crafters and vendors add a special
touch to this event which is a fundraiser that supports our mission work in Tanzania,

The fair will be held indoors, Augustus Lutheran Church is handicap accessible with an
glevator and wheelchair accessible restoom s.

The take-out only turkey dinner will be served from 3:00pm until 6:00pm in Fellowship
Hall. All eraft fair participants buying ene or more dinner tickets will receive a
%5 discount on their table or space fee.

Reserve your space toeday! Complete the registration form and return with
payment to:

Augustus Woemen of the ELCA

¢/ Nancy Loughery

532 Ridge Rd

Telford PA 18969

(215) 266-6566

Registration Deadline:; Monday April 20th 2026

The Fair may appeal to professional vendors as well as crafters, so please pass the
word!

| Booths may be set up on Eaturday April 25 from 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM

For more information, please email! auqustuscraftshowidqgmail.com



2026 Spring Turkey Dinner
Craft and Vendor Fair Registration
April 251" 2026
2 PM to 6PM
Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, PA

Contact Name:

Business Name (if any):

Phone: Email:

***Type of Booth (circle all that apply): Business, Craft, Food Items, Other***

What will you be selling?:
| With Dinner Order
Number | Description Unit Price | Fees Due

|Number | Description

- 8’ space only N 8’ space only $5.00 $
- 8’ space and 8’ table — 8’ space and 8’ $20.00 $
table

- Take-out dinner(s) | $22.00 @ $

$ Total Due $

Check here if you need electricity: (please bring an extension cord)

Print out this page, and return with your check made payable to Augustus

Women of the ELCA. Or email this form to Augustuscraftshow@amail.com
and mail your check to the address below.

Special needs or requests:

Signed

Make payment payable toc Augustus Women of the ELCA
and return form to:

Nancy Loughery
532 Ridge Rd
Telford PA 18969
(215) 266-6566

Registration Deadline: Monday April 20th, 2025



g st s WELCA T rkey
ALL THAT’S MISSING IS :

U!

This annual fundraiser helps support medical missionaries Dr. Stephen and Jodi Swanson working
to save the lives of infants and children at the Arusha Lutheran Medical Center in Tanzania.

YOUR help is needed!

*Food Prep  *Set-up/Cleanup  *Food Service  *Craft Fair
* Parking and SO MUCH MORE
The Turkey Dinner Committee would greatly appreciate early commitments by the end of January
to facilitate the evaluation of the feasibility for this year’s fundraiser. If you are able to provide an
early commitment, please reach out to Nancy Loughery (nancyloughery63@gmail.com) or Dale
(’Hara (oharadvd@aol.com)

Mark your calendars now and plan to help on

Saturday April 25th

WE SIMPLY CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT:

U!




March

N
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri yzu

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Vestry 2:00 pm Staff Mtg 6:00 pm Bell Choir
9:00 am Sunday School Meeting 6:00 pm 3-in-1 7:00 pm Vocal Choir
9:00 am Adult Bible Study 7:00 pm Lenten Ser-
10:30 am Holy Communion vice at Evansburg

uMC
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Knitting | 7:00 pm Comm. | 9:00 am 6:00 pm Bell Choir
9:00 am Sunday School Club Soup Kitchen 7:00 pm Vocal Choir
9:00 am Adult Bible Study 6:00 pm 3-in-1
10:30 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Lenten Ser-

vice at Thomas

Paine Unitarian
* Daylight Savings begins Church
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Book 9:00 am Quilting | 2:00 pm Staff Mtg 6:00 pm Bell Choir
9:00 am Sunday School Club 7:00 pm CC 6:00 pm 3-in-1 7:00 pm Vocal Choir
9:00 am Adult Bible Study Board Meeting | 7:00 pm Lenten Ser-
10:30 am Holy Communion vice at Trinity
Youth Group Soup Sale! Reformed UCC
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:00 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Knitting | 7:00 pm Commit- | 6:00 pm 3-in-1— 6:00 pm Bell Choir 9:00 am
9:00 am Sunday School tee Night Stations Dress 7:00 pm Vocal Choir Sr. Youth
9:00 am Adult Bible Study Rehearsal Group Candy
10:30 am Holy Communion 7:00 pm Lenten Ser- Making

vice at Augustus
29 PALM SUNDAY 30 31
8:00 am Holy Communion
9:00 am Sunday School
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Holy Communion
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Samantha Bouche  Ali Bauder Bradley Robinson Tony Demark Stephen Hess John Schatz Kirsten Pearson
David Garton Brianna Dubeck Jeremy Wentworth  Robert Price Betsy Lewis Nicole Sellman

Landon Walker Chris Pearson Susan Snow
Wendy Weaver
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Violet Cecceanni Valentina Martin Michael McCrea James Bubeck Richard Atherholt  Michael Beattie Patrick North
Thomas Lyaro Warren Weleck Chris Dogonniuck  Shane Elison Shayna King Beth Williams
Cole Leigl Juanita Wagner
Jennifer Niskala Lora Wentworth

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Matthew McCloskey Samuel Giraldi Robert Rodenberger Brayden McCrea Alexandra Kuklentz  Taylor Coldwater
Liam Noonan Jill Hynes James Watro Olivia Kuklentz Ed Funk
Griffin Schmitt Emma Trauger John Wentworth Roland Olsen
Karl Stefan
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Olivia Shaffer Jennifer Gabel Hannah Brown Kevin Whitman Renate Markert Logan Alessandrini  Rory Collins

Jackson Wagenseller

29

Greyson Borthwick
Tracey Richvalsky
Lea Robinson

Guy Van Alstine
Sherry Wagenseller
Michael Wentworth

Stephen Hynes
Tessa Tucker

30

Deborah Interrante
Sally Lorah

31

March Birthdays

Zachary Halteman
Ryan Pearson
Justin Schlegel

Andrea Halteman




