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Dues Are Due! Time To Vote!
By Jeff Lightburn, President

This is the time of year when there’s two big “to do’s” on our list.
The first thing that we can do to support our chapter is to pay our annual dues,
and now is the time when all good Compatriots are called upon to do so. We’ve
certainly grown by leaps and bounds over the past year—going from 18 members
to well over 30. And while all this progress is important, it’s equally vital that our
existing membership continues to stay on board and involved as much
as possible.
By now, we all should have received an email notice from Vaughn Henderson, chapter Treasurer, asking us to pay our upcoming 2020 dues. The tab is $65, which covers national, state and
chapter dues.
One thing we did this year in sending out the dues statement was to ask our members if they’d
like to also make an additional donation to help us defray costs. Beyond general mailing and administration costs/supplies, we spend about $1,100 a year—buying certificates and medals for
programs such as the Knight Essay Award, The History Teacher of The Year award, the JROTC
excellence awards, honoring Boy Scout Eagles and more.
Several of our members are very generous and make donations from time to time. This year, we
wanted to take a more systematic approach by giving all of us a chance to contribute a few dollars. Every amount helps, especially since we are still a relatively small chapter.
Dues need to be paid no later than the end of November—so, sooner is better than later. You
can send your dues check to me (as instructed in the notice), or pay by check at either our October or November meetings. Last year we had 100% of existing members pay on time, which is
something to be proud of.
The second thing you can each do this fall is vote in our Chapter’s 2020-2021 officer elections.
The people you elect to become president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, registrar,
chaplain and trustee will serve for two years.

Our current Vice President Paul A. Ocker, along with Compatriots Carl Gray, Mike Berry and Larry Peck, are on our Candidate Election Committee. Their task is to talk to our members to determine who is available and interested in serving as an officer. They hope to present a full slate of
candidates at our October 19 meeting. Voting will take place during our November 16th
meeting.
I can promise you that if you serve in any capacity, you’ll have the full support of other Compatriots who have previously served in an officer position. Our core focus will be to directly mentor
and assist you in carrying out your duties. Please consider devoting some time to help us in one
of these elected capacities.
Additionally, I’ll be asking members to chair some of our ongoing initiatives—be it leading our Essay Committee, Fund Raising Committee, Boy Scout Recognition Committee, JROTC Committee, and more. My goal is to get each of you involved in some way—if not chairing the initiative,
at least serving on the committee.
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Out of Sight, Out of Mind?

What about those of you who live out of our area? Out of sight, out of mind? No way. You are equally important! For
starters, your vote counts, and you’ll have a chance to do so in November. You can also hand out flag certificates to
neighbors, friends and acquaintances! So, whether you are a dual member or if this is your “home” chapter, we want
you to know your voice and presence is needed too.
So, vote! And Pay those dues!
The Face of The SAR—Color Guard
Another topic I’d like to mention is the formation of our Chapter’s Color Guard. Compatriots Larry Peck and Carl
Gray have graciously agreed to take the lead in forming the Color Guard. That’s another way you can get involved,
and there’s a multitude of occasions where our presence will be appreciated in uniform. Don't worry if you feel you
can’t make long marches! There’s plenty of other less physically demanding instances that will come our way.
Our speakers for October will be Bob O’Neal and Art Dolan who have been intimately involved in Color Guard
activities throughout our state. They will be talking to us about what it takes to launch and successfully operate a color guard. Couldn’t be a more timely subject to talk about!
Finally, I would like to again extend a HUGE welcome to our newest Compatriots—Greg Stewart, David Perry,
Doug Barber and Andrew Brewer! We all appreciate the dedicated and hard work you put into researching your
Patriot Ancestor and seeking approval of your SAR application. I have every confidence that you’ll be valuable members of our emerging chapter!
I’m looking forward to seeing all of our Compatriots at our October 19th meeting, 9 a.m. sharp, at the Mill Creek Pub
in Battle Ground.
Cheers!
Jeff

PS
A big thank you to Paul A Ocker for taking all of the photos in this newsletter.
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Minutes of Fort Vancouver SAR Chapter Meeting
SEPTEMBER 21, 2019
General Meeting Called to Order: 9:00 AM by President Jeff Lightburn
Opening Ceremonies:
• Invocation was presented by Chaplain Paul F. Ocker
• Pledge of Allegiance recited by all
• The Song “God Bless America” was led by Doug Barber and sung by all
• American Creed was presented by all
Attendance: 23 people were present, including guests. Compatriots: Paul A. Ocker, Harry Justice, Paul F. Ocker,
Michael Berry, Lee Kearney, Greg Henderson, Alfred Folkerts, John Russell, Bill Gueringer, Jeff Lightburn, George
Vernon, Andrew Brewer, Doug Barber, Dave Perry, Greg Stewart, Larry Peck and Carl Gray. Guests: Pat Barber,
Nadine Stewart, Patricia Stewart, Gary Clark, Mrs. Andrew Brewer and Tracy Fortmann (speaker).
Member & Guest introductions – each SAR member stood and identified his Patriot Ancestor(s). Guests stood and
introduced themselves.
Breakfast was ordered by those who wished it, and was served and eaten while the meeting was in progress.

* Constitution Week Proclamation—Compatriot Secretary Greg Henderson read a proclamation from Washington
Governor Jay Inslee declaring September 17-24 as U.S. Constitution week in our state. Secretary Henderson
distributed SAR Constitution Week brochures to all attendees, inviting them to share with others.

* Main Presentation – “ Fort Vancouver National Historic Site. ” – Chief Superintendent Tracy Fortmann.
Our guest speaker provided an in-depth update on the extensive restoration and expansion work that has
taken place at the historic site. She also provided an overview of the various programs offered by the
National Park and invited our chapter to visit as a group some time for a personalized tour of the fort and
facilities. Superintendent Fortmann was introduced by VP Paul Ocker, and upon completion of her
remarks was presented an SAR Certificate of Appreciation by President Lightburn. Additionally, President
Lightburn presented her with two U.S. Flag Certificates—one for the Fort and the second for the Pearson
Air Museum.
-

- Brief recess was held to allow Speaker to leave1

•

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION— President Lightburn, assisted by other officers of the chapter, initiated four
new members into SAR and the Ft. Vancouver Chapter. They included Greg Stewart, David Perry, Doug
Barber and Andrew Brewer. Each new Compatriot was presented his new member certificate and related
letters of welcome & congratulations from National and WSSAR. New Compatriot spouses were invited to
pin the new inductees with a SAR Rosette.

Business Meeting
•

Compatriot Secretary Greg Henderson presented his monthly report.
o Members unanimously approved the Minutes of The June Meeting previously published in
September chapter Fort Telegraph newsletter. One correction was made by Alfred Folkerts, who
said he was not the compatriot who won the 50/50. All proceeds, nonetheless, were donated back
to the Chapter in June.
o Henderson shared two letters to chapter expressing their gratitude for receiving a U.S. Flag
Certificate. They were from Jerry and Ginnie Bush of Ridgefield and the Castle Rock Elementary
School principal.
o Secretary Henderson reminded members to update the Chapter of any changes in their mailing
address, telephone number or emails. New data is reported to WSSAR next month.
o Secretary Henderson reminded members that 2020 dues would be collected starting this month
and continuing into November. In order to stay current and on the rolls, members need to have
their dues in no later than end of November. Members can also bring a check for $65 to any
meeting, payable to Ft. Vancouver SAR. Members will each soon be mailed a dues notice via e-mail.
The annual dues for national is $35, state $20 and chapter $10.

•

Treasurer’s Report—Compatriot Treasurer Vaughn Henderson was absent and failed to submit a report for
June through September. Secretary Greg Henderson who was prepared to deliver the contents of the
report on behalf of his son said he had not received the update via email as expected.
President Lightburn provided Secretary Henderson the basic balances in the chapter’s checking and saving
account (via information gathered from a Chase App), and it was conveyed to members. Balance for the
chapter overall was $ 1,213.34, with checking being $ 863.24 and savings being $350.10 . Members could
not approve the update given it was not officially a report from the treasurer, who will have to provide a
double report in October (covering September and October).
o Secretary Henderson presented to requests for reimbursement from Registrar George Vernon
($99.67) and President Lightburn ($95.40). Expenditures for Vernon covered expenses for mailings
related to new member applications and the purchase of frames for flag certificates. Expenditures
for Lightburn were for printing of certificates, mail envelopes and postage of mailing of certificates
to chapter members who in turn presented them to residents/businesses. Receipts in all cases were
provided and attached to the requests for reimbursement. Membership unanimously approved the
reimbursements and expenditures.

•

Pending Applicant Report – Compatriot George Vernon, Chapter Genealogist/Registrar. Compatriot
Vernon reported that he is in the process of working on a family application that may produce a total of five
(5) new members. In doing so he is collaborating with a DAR member in Longview. Some of the applicants
may end up being dual members as they live out of the area, but would still help bolster membership for
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our chapter. Vernon said he is also working with another potential applicant from Ridgefield who is
applying for SAR membership. In addition, there are two other supplemental certificates in the process of
application. Compatriot Vernon presented a Supplemental Certificate to VP Paul A. Ocker.
•

Chaplain’s Remarks: Paul F. Ocker.
o Chaplain Ocker reported that he has reached out to members-- Victor Dobyns and Dick Swart to
see how they are doing. He reported that he had heard back from Compatriot Dobyns who said he
was doing well and that he is proud of the chapter’s progress. He did not hear back from
Compatriot Swart, but mentioned that Compatriots Vernon and Justice had made a trip to see
Swart who expressed his gratitude that the Chapter is working to keep in touch. Swart, who
sustained injuries in an auto-related accident, is confined mainly to home.

•

SAR Flag Certificate Update for Chapter— President Lightburn reported that the chapter continues to
expand the total amount of U.S. flags presented to the community month over month. He mentioned that
last year there were only a handful of three or four people in the chapter who participated, but this year
there are 13 people who are actively handing out certificates to residents, schools, first responders, etc.

•

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster’s Report— Compatriot Editor John Russell encouraged members to
contribute to our chapter’s newsletter. In turn, he hopes to be more proactive in submitting stories and
photos to the WSSAR quarterly newsletter.

•

Proposed Bylaw Changes—President Lightburn. Members unanimously approved a change in a portion of
the chapter by-laws that prohibited the president and vice president from seeking reelection after serving
their normal two-year term. The change also set in place the number of consecutive terms these two
officers may serve. The amendment reads as follows:
Article IV, Section 2. Term of Office: Officers shall be elected by a majority vote in the election
cycle at the November meeting, and shall serve a term of two years, January scheduled meeting to
the scheduled meeting of January two years later, or until their successors are elected; The
President and Vice-President shall be limited to four (4) consecutive terms, with a one-term interval
after four terms served. All officers may serve in more than one office.

New Business
o

Chapter Color Guard Formation: Compatriots Larry Peck and Carl Gray were saluted by President
Lightburn for their willingness to help form and launch a color guard for the Ft. Vancouver Chapter.
Compatriot Peck, who served on a color guard during his time with a Florida SAR Chapter, will take
the lead in the process, partnering with Compatriot Gray to organize and schedule activities. Intent
during the formation and operational process will be to focus on appearances primarily in
Southwest Washington. President Lightburn presented Peck and Gray with Color Guard pins and
resource manuals to aid them.

o

2020-2022 Officer nominations and fall election. President Lightburn stressed the importance for
members to step forward to not only accept a nomination, but once elected to actually do the work
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associated with the position. To get the process started, he appointed Paul A. Ocker as Election
Committee Chair, joined by Compatriots Mike Berry, Carl Gray and Larry Peck. The committee’s
task is to poll members about their interest and capability to serve as an elected officer and to
present a slate of candidates at our October meeting. Voting will commence in November.
o

Compatriot Larry Peck brought up the subject of whether the chapter’s Registrar and Chaplain
positions should be elected or appointed. He said the most important aspect of these positions is
to ensure continuity in experience and leadership long term. Members agreed the matter warrants
further discussion. VP Paul Ocker presented a motion to defer the matter until elections are
complete for this year and a new business year is undertaken. The motion was seconded and
unanimously approved.

* There were no further business items brought forth from the floor.

Closing:
•
•
•

Chapter Membership presented pledge to the Sons of the American Revolution.
Motion to adjourn at 11:30 a.m. approved.
Next Chapter meeting will be held at the Mill Creek Pub at 0900 on Saturday, October 19, 2019.
Compatriots Bob O’Neal and Art Dolan will join us to talk about how to form a successful color guard and
share their experiences from around the state.
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Presentation

President Lightburn presents Certificate of Appreciation to Chief Superintendent Tracy Fortmann of the
Ft. Vancouver National Historic Site.

New Members

President Lightburn Administers Oath to
New Compatriot Greg Stewart
Mrs. Stewart proudly pins SAR Rosette
on Greg Stewart’s lapel.
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New Members

Andrew Brewer Takes SAR Oath of
Initiation

Coralee Brewer pins SAR Member
Rosette on Andrew’s lapel

Registrar George Vernon pins Rosette on
new Compatriot David Perry

David Perry Takes Oath of Initiation

Pat Barber, a DAR member, pins rosette on husband
Doug
Doug Barber Takes Oath of Initiation
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Awards

Registrar Vernon Presents VP Paul A. Ocker with a Supplemental Certificate

Vancouver DAR Member Phyliss
Bruning receives her Veterans Award
from Compatriot Jeff Lightburn

Longview DAR Regent Kathleen Jacobsen receives the SAR Veterans Award from Ft. Vancouver Chapter President Jeff Lightburn.
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Flag Certificates

Carl Gray Presents Flag Certificate to Jim
Peters at Ham Radio Club Meeting.

Kalama Policemen Admire Flag Certificate
with Carl Gray.

President Lightburn Salutes Compatriots Larry Peck,
left, and Carl Gray For Taking The Lead in Organizing a
Ft. Vancouver Chapter Color Guard.
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Put Your Creative Hat On!
The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
is seeking to create a new logo.

If you are a graphic designer, or know of a good graphic designer, then please share this announcement with
them. The winning logo submitted will receive a prize of $5,000.00. The two runners-up will receive $1,000.00 each.
The criteria for the logo design is as follows:
1.

The logo must be simple

2.

The logo must be clean in appearance

3.

There should be a maximum of 4 colors

4.

The logo should convey a sense of patriotism

5.

Fonts and colors must be commercially available

6.

The logo, when viewed by the public, should make them think of the Sons of the American Revolution

7.

The logo can easily be used to put on materials for clothing, glassware, etc.

8.

The logo, when sewn, should have a stitch count of 7,000 or less.

9.

The logo should be submitted in .tiff format

10.

The submitted logo(s) should be 4.98” x 6.64”

Contest Rules
1.

Logos must be submitted by midnight December 31, 2019. Any submissions after that will not be considered.

2.
Logos must be submitted with this Contest Application Form. The instructions can be found here: How to
Use the Form
3.
The entrant shall assign to the Sons of the American Revolution any and all rights, title and interest in the submitted logo, and appoint the Sons of the American Revolution as his/her attorney-in-fact to apply for any and all applicable intellectual property rights in favor of the Sons of the American Revolution.
4.
To the extent that any intellectual property rights remain in the entrant, the entrant shall grant a perpetual royalty free worldwide, exclusive, irrevocable, assignable license in and to the logo to the Sons of the American Revolution.
5.

The logo cannot infringe the rights of any third party.

6.
Judging will be done by three parties. A committee will narrow the submissions to 10 finalists. The SAR Executive Committee will narrow those 10 down to three. The Board of Trustees will choose the winner.
7.
Prize winnings can be paid directly to a school. If the winner chooses to take the prize money, they will be subject to income tax laws.
8.
For additional information, you may visit our website at: https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/pages/336/
xq4Zra0qIqjL.docx
9.

All submissions are to be sent to sarlogocontest@gmail.com

10. For additional information about the SAR, please visit our website at: https://members.sar.org/media/uploads/
pages/336/RuNRUzt9arr7.docx
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Thanksgiving
Compatriots,
President General Manning has reminded us that "on October 3, 1789, George Washington issued his Thanksgiving
Proclamation, the first such proclamation from the government of the newly formed United States under its new Constitution. Washington issued the proclamation at the request of both houses of Congress, which is interesting considering the modern-day belief that the Founders advocated a complete separation of all things religious from the government. In the address, Washington asks Americans to thank God for His blessings, for civil and religious freedom
and for His hand in the recently finished war. He also asks them to pray for God's continued favor, prosperity, peace
and good government, and that America will always be a nation of "wise, just and constitutional laws." "
Washington, himself, was a man of exemplary character and exceptional wisdom. He was also a man of deep piety
and the life-long daily practice of worshiping the Sovereign Creator of the Universe as his God. It was no easy thing
for him to do. He was trained from his youth in religion, history, philosophy, and literary classics. He knew from many,
many sources that all men are religious and that they needed that connection with the Sovereign Creator and the giver of life so that there was meaning and hope for every day. During his lifetime, Washington sought to provide the
same opportunity for every man and woman to have that connection, meaning and hope for themselves.
As he was Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, he practiced his religion the first thing every day and encouraged every officer to do the same. He believed such practice among his officers would be a good example for
the men. He also provided for all the soldiers to have the same opportunity to connect with and worship the Sovereign Creator of all things by having paid Chaplains available all the time. Washington wanted a nation that was full of
vibrant meaning and hope, unlike those nations that were hopeless and lacked meaning in everyday life. England
and much of Europe at that time were sufficient examples with their imposing governments and downtrodden people.
Today those who would re-write history, who advocate for a new interpretation of separation of church and state, are
attempting to take away the meaning and hope offered by that connection to the Sovereign Creator and Sustainer of
the universe. The proclamation speaks of "our duty" and responsibility "to obey His will" and also of the wonderful
benefits we have been afforded by His great benevolent hand. Washington writes "[both Houses of Congress have
by their joint Committee requested me to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving
and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially
by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness."
Compatriots, please remember that as or President General has often said to me, "God before Country". Give
thanks for this wonderful country in which we live, worship and "pursue happiness." A land of hope, meaning, and
purpose. And we get to preserve this great land for our posterity and for an example to the rest of the world to follow.
Thank you, General George Washington, President of the United States of America. But most of all, thank you to the
Sovereign Ruler and Creator of all things for granting us this wonderful country with its many blessings, benefits, and
freedom to worship him.
Rev David J Felts
Chaplain General NSSAR
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The Navy Turns 244
The early Continental navy was designed to work with privateers to wage tactical raids against the transports
that supplied British forces in North America. To accomplish this mission the Continental Congress purchased,
converted, and constructed a fleet of small ships -- frigates, brigs, sloops, and schooners. These navy ships
sailed independently or in pairs, hunting British commerce ships and transports.
Two years after the end of the war, the money-poor Congress sold off the last ship of the Continental navy, the
frigate Alliance. But with the expansion of trade and shipping in the 1790s, the possibility of attacks of European
powers and pirates increased, and in March 1794 Congress responded by calling for the construction of a halfdozen frigates, The United States Navy was here to stay.

Important Firsts in Naval History
1. First use of submarines: While the Navy's first commissioned designs for a submarine were handed over in 1875,
it wasn't until 1898 that the first Holland submarine launched successfully.
2. First use of modern battleships: While America had battleships before the 1908 South Carolina class dreadnought, which started with the USS Michigan and was based on British ships, these were the first in the new era
of battleships.
3. First use of Naval aircraft: In 1911, the U.S. Navy bought its first airplane, the Curtiss A-1 Triad.
4. First aircraft carrier: The first flight from the deck of a U.S. Navy cruiser in 1910 led to the 1927 Lexington-class
aircraft carriers, the first operational aircraft carriers in the U.S. Navy.

5. First use of Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat: Introduced in 1992, these rubber boats were originally meant for life boats
in the 1960s, but the Navy now uses them for SEALs due to their lightweight, high speed, all-weather specifications.
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