REGULAR MEETING 
October 2, 2025
Aurora, Minnesota
The Regular Meeting of the Town of White was called to order by Chairman Jon Skelton at 5:00 P.M., on Thursday, October 2, 2025, at the City/Town Government Center.
ROLL CALL:
Present:	Supervisors-Anttila, Kippley, Skelton; Town Manager & Clerk – Knaus; Treasurer Gross; Foreman-Niemi; Attorney-Kearney
Absent:	
Also Present:	William Lesar, Dean Mineheine, Jonathan Plesha
1.  	APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA WHICH INCLUDED TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 AND SPECIAL MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2025; ALL BILLS AND PAYROLL AS PRESENTED BELOW, COMMITTEE MINUTES AND REPORTS, AND CORRESPONDENCE TO BE FILED FOR SEPTEMBER 2025.  MOTION CARRIED

	Check#
	Vendor Name
	Description
	 Total 

	C09-02-25
	Cardmember Service
	Cemetery Conf; website renewal, Sams Club renewal, Spypoint renewal
	 $      3,254.22 

	D09-03-25
	Voya Financial
	Deferred Comp EE Ded 9/03/25
	 $          550.00 

	DD09032501
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,501.09 

	DD09032502
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      2,352.28 

	DD09032503
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,903.28 

	DD09032504
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,934.86 

	DD09032505
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      2,039.78 

	DD09032506
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,929.90 

	DD09032507
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      2,157.76 

	DD09032508
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,447.11 

	DD09032509
	Payroll Period Ending 08/30/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 8/30/25
	 $      1,852.58 

	F09-03-25
	E.F.T.P.S.
	Payroll Deductions PPE 8/30/25
	 $      5,876.76 

	M09-03-25
	MN Department of Revenue
	PPE 8/30/25 Employee Deductions
	 $      1,133.32 

	P09-03-25
	P.E.R.A.
	PPE 8/30/25 Deductions
	 $      3,508.21 

	36289
	Linde Gas & Equipment Inc.
	Welding Supplies/Services
	 $          224.12 

	36290
	East Mesabi Sanitation
	Refuse Collection Aug 2025
	 $    12,175.35 

	36291
	Lehman, Brian
	Overtime Meal 8/6/25
	 $            36.00 

	36292
	Renner, Richard
	Overtime Meal 8/6/25
	 $            36.00 

	36293
	Tanner Lokken
	Overtime Meal
	 $            36.00 

	36294
	Knaus, Jodi
	Overtime Meal
	 $            36.00 

	36295
	Zito Media
	PW Telephone & Internet
	 $          206.39 

	36296
	First National Bank of Gilbert
	15-month CD FD Camphouse Funds
	 $    37,561.67 

	36297
	MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
	Liana Hway Background Check
	 $            15.00 

	DD09162501
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            34.42 

	DD09162502
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          246.23 

	DD09162503
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          216.66 

	DD09162504
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          275.79 

	DD09162505
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          167.39 

	DD09162506
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          559.62 

	DD09162507
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            68.84 

	DD09162508
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          344.78 

	DD09162509
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            65.96 

	DD09162510
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            34.42 

	DD09162511
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $          756.72 

	DD09162512
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            49.13 

	DD09162513
	Payroll Period Ending 07/30/2025
	FD July 2025 Payroll
	 $            14.71 

	D09-17-25
	Voya Financial
	Deferred Comp EE Ded 9/17/25
	 $          550.00 

	DD09172501
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      1,485.09 

	DD09172502
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      2,410.00 

	DD09172503
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      1,903.28 

	DD09172504
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      1,934.86 

	DD09172505
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      2,054.13 

	DD09172506
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      2,248.02 

	DD09172507
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      2,094.68 

	DD09172508
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      1,447.11 

	DD09172509
	Payroll Period Ending 09/13/2025
	Regular Payroll Ending 9/13/25
	 $      1,852.58 

	F09-17-25
	E.F.T.P.S.
	Payroll Deductions PPE 9/17/25
	 $      6,071.18 

	M09-17-25
	MN Department of Revenue
	PPE 9/17/25 Employee Deductions
	 $      1,179.92 

	P09-17-25
	P.E.R.A.
	PPE 9/17/25 Deductions
	 $      3,610.83 

	F09-18-25
	E.F.T.P.S. FD
	Withholding Tax June & July FD
	 $            86.66 

	ST09-18-25
	MN Dept of Revenue - Sales Tax
	Sales Tax - AUG 2025
	 $      1,666.00 

	36299
	Aurora Electric
	LLCC Compressor Electrical Repairs
	 $          960.00 

	36300
	Best Oil Company
	DEF
	 $          388.80 

	36301
	Central Pension Fund
	Employer Paid Pension September 2025
	 $      4,176.00 

	36302
	Como Oil & Propane
	Invoice 1518875094
	 $    10,648.50 

	36303
	CTC
	Town Office Phone SEP 2025
	 $          190.12 

	36304
	Essentia Health
	Bandle Drug Testing & Erickson Physical for FD
	 $          966.00 

	36305
	Excel Business Systems
	Copier Contract
	 $            45.00 

	36306
	Hoyt Lakes, City of
	Ambulance Agreement SEP 2025
	 $      1,200.00 

	36307
	Knaus, Jodi
	Cell Phone & Travel Expenses
	 $          490.60 

	36308
	KB Plumbing & Heating
	LLCC Ice Maker Repairs
	 $          868.00 

	36309
	Lake Country Power
	Electric Service
	 $      2,525.00 

	36310
	Lawson Products
	Marking Paint Supplies #9312822577
	 $          260.37 

	36311
	Minnesota Power
	Street Lighting
	 $          230.24 

	36312
	Minnesota Power
	Quarry Lift Station
	 $          101.12 

	36313
	Minnesota Power
	South Avenue Lift Station
	 $            24.98 

	36314
	Madison National Life Ins Co, Inc
	LTD/STD OCT 2025
	 $          364.68 

	36315
	MN Fire Service Certification Board
	Cert Apps Cox
	 $            26.25 

	36316
	M-R Sign Co., Inc.
	No Trespassing Shooting Range Signs
	 $          308.24 

	36317
	Menard's-Virginia
	PW Water
	 $            21.54 

	36318
	PeopleService Inc.
	Oct 25 W/WW Professional Services
	 $          758.81 

	36319
	Portable John
	Toilets Rental
	 $          347.91 

	36320
	RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc
	Water Testing H020178
	 $            31.35 

	36321
	Polansky, Roxane
	Travel Expenses
	 $          200.90 

	36322
	Range Lumber Co.
	LLCC Handicapped Parking Supplies
	 $          116.92 

	36323
	Range Paper
	Township Garbage Bags
	 $      5,172.00 

	36324
	St. Louis County Auditor-PW
	Aug 2025 Fuel
	 $      5,493.22 

	36325
	Twin Ports Paper & Supply
	LLCC Supplies Invoice 648627
	 $          321.69 

	36326
	Taconite Tire
	18 Grader Inv#14055309
	 $      5,639.80 

	36327
	Utility Systems of America
	Flume Repair in Pineville
	 $      1,000.00 

	36328
	VC3
	Emails & Microsoft 365
	 $          199.60 

	36329
	Vault Workforce Screening
	Drug & Alcohol Test #684346
	 $          122.32 

	36330
	Zito
	FD Internet
	 $            75.11 

	36331
	MWOCC
	Annual Crane Inspection
	 $      1,473.58 

	36332
	Amanda Gross
	Cell Phone Stipend
	 $            50.00 

	36333
	Niemi, Clark
	Cell Phone
	 $            50.00 

	36334
	MacQueen Emergency Group
	Pump Tests
	 $          829.70 

	36335
	Ascendance Trucks Central LLC
	Truck #6
	 $          399.62 

	36336
	Auto Value
	Truck #6, JD Tractor & Supplies
	 $          151.05 

	36337
	EOC/TriMark
	Ear Plugs, Gloves INV786417
	 $          301.00 

	36338
	Northland Lawn & Sport
	JD Tractor
	 $      2,995.16 

	36339
	Colosimo, Patchin, & Kearney, LTD
	Retainer Fee
	 $          465.00 

	36340
	XZ6272397
	HCSP Reimbursement
	 $          450.00 

	36341
	XZ4114822
	Health Care Saving Reimb.
	 $          194.44 

	36342
	I.U.O.E. Local 49 Fringe Benefits
	NOV 2025 Group Insurance
	 $    14,085.00 

	63455
	Colonial Life
	SEP 25 Employee Deductions
	 $          537.42 

	63459
	I.U.O.E. Local 49
	Union Dues SEP 2025
	 $          315.00 

	63460
	Minnesota Life Insurance Company
	Employee/Employer Insurance
	 $          233.80 

	63461
	MN NCPERS
	Life Insurance Employee Paid
	 $            32.00 

	DD09302501
	Payroll Period Ending 09/30/2025
	September 2025 Monthly Payroll
	 $          471.46 

	DD09302502
	Payroll Period Ending 09/30/2025
	September 2025 Monthly Payroll
	 $          257.55 

	DD09302503
	Payroll Period Ending 09/30/2025
	September 2025 Monthly Payroll
	 $          423.72 

	DD09302504
	Payroll Period Ending 09/30/2025
	September 2025 Monthly Payroll
	 $          386.32 

	DD09302505
	Payroll Period Ending 09/30/2025
	September 2025 Monthly Payroll
	 $          584.69 

	F09-30-25
	E.F.T.P.S. Monthly
	Employee Deductions
	 $          225.04 

	M09-30-25
	MN Department of Revenue Monthly
	Employee Withholding
	 $            54.33 

	P09-30-25
	P.E.R.A. Monthly
	Retirement Deductions
	 $          275.50 

	
	
	TOTAL
	 $ 183,713.14 

	
	
	
	




2. 	THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025, LISTED RECEIPTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $63,669.54.  
	
	September 2025 Receipts 

	
	

	
	

	Taconite Municipal Aid 
	$47,838.00 
	

	East Range Sportsmen’s Club reimb for shipping container purchase
	$3,535.00 
	

	2025 MN DNR Pilt Adj
	$25.89 
	

	Garbage Bag Revenue
	$1,862.00 
	

	LMC Payment for Fire Truck damage
	$3,533.60 
	

	LLCC Rent
	$950.00 
	

	Refuse Revenue
	$315.01 
	

	Interest Earned
	$5,610.04 
	

	 
	$63,669.54 
	

	
	
	

	NSB Checking Ending Balance 9/30/2025: 
	$1,576,437.17 
	



IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO ACCEPT THE TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 RECEIPTS AS READ.  MOTION CARRIED  
3.  	CITIZENS/GUESTS:  Jonathan Plesha –5476 South 3rd Street Easement – Plesha would like the street between his property and the neighboring property abandoned/vacated if it will not be used as a roadway in th future because he wants to build a garage.  Kearney asked if it is in a platted area and wants the Office to send him any information we have on the roadway.  Currently, it is wooded and has never been used as it was intended.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED 
4.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
4.1	Timber Harvest Sale – no new updates.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED
4.2 	Fire Department – the second underground tank removal is scheduled for Monday, October 6, 2025.  There is a large supply of triple “f” foam that was stored at the Fire Hall which needs to be disposed of at an estimated cost of $5,000.00 as it is considered hazardous waste.  The garage doors from the Fire Hall will be sold at Two Rivers Auction in an upcoming sale.  	
4.3	Joint Water Project  - Construction is moving forward.     Great news the PFA approved the increase to the WIF Grant for the Project which reduces the overall debt of the Project.    
4.4	Road 54 Culvert – certified notices were sent and the culverts were removed by the homeowner.  However, there is more debris placed by the roadway and this property continues to be a nuisance.  Sketlon would like this kept on the agenda for monitoring.  	
4.5	LLCC Facility Long-term plan  -  Handicapped parking spots have been painted in front of the building and they look very nice.  Work continues to get estimates on electrical upgrades, roof replacement, and other items identified which need to be addressed.  The IRRR Culture & Tourism Grant awards are pending.  We are tracking all of the building maintenance items on a spreadsheet.  The estimate to get the ceiling and floor tiles tested for asbestos was reviewed by the Board.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA APPROVING THE TWIN PORTS TESTING ESTIMATE AT $1,134.42 FOR ASBESTOS TESTING AT THE LOON LAKE COMMUNITY CENTER.  MOTION CARRIED		
4.6	LLCC Items:  The beneficiary monies from Marlene Ranta have now been transferred to Charles Schwab by the family.  Compressor #2 breaker has been repaired by Aurora Electric.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA AUTHORIZING TREASURER GROSS TO OPEN AN IRA ACCOUNT WITH CHARLES SCWHAB IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE BENEFICIARY FUNDS FROM MARLENE RANTA’S ESTATE.  MOTION CARRIED
	IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO PAY THE INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $960.00 TO AURORA ELECTRIC.  MOTION CARRIED
4.7	2023 Curve Realignments – No new updates.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED 
4.8	Ehler’s Long-Range Planning Financial Proposal – Final report pending.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED
4.9	Haus/Birch Group Housing Opportunity –second meeting with the group is needed and will be held on November 6, 2025 at the regular monthly meeting.     
	IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO HAVE THE HAUS/BIRCH GROUP REPRESENTATIVES COME TO NEXT MONTH’S MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED
4.10	1/1/26 Garbage Collection Fee of $120.00 Implementation –  The office staff shared what other entities are collecting for garbage service through their utility billing as well as what type of parcels are being billed for collection.  The Office has not sent out the letter from last month or put anything in print or on the website because another option for collecting the fee should be considered as it will save time and money.  Unlike cities, the Township does not have a utility billing system or process because Aurora does the water/sewer billing for the Township.  Originially, the Township discussed billing each household which the postage costs $1.50 each address (with return stamp) and then there is the monitoring and setting up a process for those who do not make payment.  The other option is to put the fee on the tax statements as an assessment which would cost a small fee per parcel but then it is done.  No billing system or tracking would be required for the Township staff as St. Louis County would do this as part of the tax payment system.  The Board wants to review the information collected.  The deadline to notify the County of any special assessments to certify  is November 30, 2025 for taxes collected in 2026.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO TABLE TO NEXT MONTH.  MOTION CARRIED
4.11	MN Paid Leave Law Effective 1/1/26 – Meeting pending with Union.
	IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON TO SCHEDULE A SPEICAL MEETING TO MEET WITH THE UNION REGARDING THE MN PAID LEAVE LAW FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025 AT 3:00 P.M. AT THE CITY/TOWN GOVERNMENT CENTER.  MOTION CARRIED
4.12	Cemetery Rules & Regulations – the sign posted at the cemetery indicates September 15th for removal of planters but the Rules and Regulations procedure indicates October 1st.  We either need to update the sign or the procedure so they match.  Also, there is a grave at the cemetery not in compliance with the rules and regulations as there is a lot of décor and items at the gravesite.  Photos were reviewed.   The base of the Pioneer Monument is crumbling.
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING THE RULES AND REGULTIONS PROCEDURE BE CHANGED TO MATCH THE SIGN AT THE CEMETERY WITH A DATE OF SEPTEMBER 15TH FOR REMOVAL OF PLANTERS.  MOTION CARRIED 
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING A LETTER BE SENT TO THE WINGER FAMILY TO GET THE GRAVESITE INTO COMPLIANCE WITH THE RULES AND REGULATIONS PROCEUDRE.  MOTION CARRIED
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA DIRECTING PUBLIC WORKS TO REMOVE CRUMBLING ROCK AND CLEAN UP THE MONUMENT SO IT LOOKS NICE.  MOTION CARRIED
4.17	Theft of Scrap – Case #25-106917 was assigned but no further action will be taken according to the Police Report.  
		
5. 	NEW BUSINESS:  
5.1	Hwy 135/Scenic Acres Road Intersection Street Light – residents brought forward this utility bill has been historically paid by the Homeowner’s Association, not the Township and they feel the Township should be paying this light bill as it is a Township Road.  
	IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP TAKE OVER THIS MONTHLY UTILITY BILL FROM MINNESOTA POWER FOR THE STREET LIGHT IN SCENIC ACRES MOVING FORWARD.  MOTION CARRIED
5.2	LRIP Grant Application Due 12/12/2025 – Resolution Needed – 2025-012
	RESOLUTION 2025-012 AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF WHITE TO MAKE APPLICATION TO AND ACCEPT FUNDS FROM THE MN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the appointing authority approves of the attached application for the Trigstad Road Rehabilitation Project; and
WHEREAS, the appointing authority has the support of St. Louis County and is working cooperatively with representatives of St. Louis County serving as our sponsors for this project; and 
WHEREAS, the appointing authority acknowledges all residents, local businesses, and patrons using Trigstad Road will be benefited by this rehabilitation project; and 
WHEREAS, the authorizing authority hereby agrees to accept funding for the underlying project if approved by the MN Department of Transportation. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the authorizing authority of the Town of White Board of Supervisors, Aurora, Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution.
	Upon vote taken thereon, the following voted:  For:  Anttila, Kippley, Skelton
	Against:  None	Absent:  None
Whereupon said Resolution No. 2025-012 was declared duly passed and adopted this 2nd day of October, 2025.
5.3	St. Louis County Permit Application – 5444 S. 3rd Street W. Andrew Collins; The application was not filled out correctly as it is questionable if he has access to sewer.  He could be connected to water.  We need more details regarding this permit and will need to check our ordinance, maps, and find out legally what our obligations are regarding connecting him to water and sewer. 
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO RETURN THE PERMIT APPLICATION TO ST. LOUIS COUNTY WITH THE COMMENT THE DISTRICT HAS CONCERNS AS HIS APPLICATION WAS NOT COMPLETED CORRECTLY AS HE DOES NOT HAVE ACCESS TO SEWER AND WE NEED MORE DETAILS.  MOTION CARRIED   
5.4 	Unpaid Utility Liens – Resolution 2025-013 – Fondie and Belland Properties
	RESOLUTION ADOPTING LIEN FOR UNPAID DELINQUENT UTILITY CHARGES
WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, the Town of White Board of supervisors has met, heard, and passed upon all objections to the proposed liens for unpaid charges for municipal fees and utilities; and 
WHEREAS, the amounts of bad debt have been minimized through diligent collection efforts by staff.	
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of White through its Town Board of Supervisors: 
1.  Such proposed lien for unpaid charges, a copy of which is hereby attached as Exhibit 1 and made a part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the liens against the lands named herein.
2. Such lien shall be payable over a period of one year on or before the first Monday in January.
3. The owner of the property so assessed may, at any time prior to certification of the lien to the County Auditor, pay the whole of the lien on such property, with interest accrued to date of payment, to the Town Treasurer, except that no interest shall be charged if the entire lien is paid within thirty (30) days from the adoption of this resolution.  The taxpayer may at any time thereafter, pay to the Town Clerk or County Auditor, the entire amount of the lien remaining unpaid, with interest and penalty accrued in the same manner as other taxes.  
4. The Clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified copy of this lien role to the County Auditor to be extended on the proper tax lists of the County and such liens shall be collected and paid over in the same manner as other taxes.
Moved by SKELTON, Supported by ANTTILA the above resolution be adopted this _2nd_ day of October, 2025.  Motion Carried

5.5	People Service 2nd Qtr Report for 2025 was reviewed and will be filed
5.6	Road 49 Complaint – this is being taken care of
5.7	Pineville Utility Upgrades – information was reviewed as presented by MN Power; they were referred to St. Louis County for any permitting.  Power cables will be upgraded in the area.  
5.8	Variance Request – St. Louis County MN Power Electrical Substation
	IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA THE BOARD HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED PLANS AND WILL HAVE A RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL AT NEXT MONTH’S BOARD MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED
5.9	RAMS Notice of Nominations for Board of Directors due 12/1/25 was reviewed
		
6. 	REPORTS:
Clerk’s Report: 
1. Attended the Annual Cemetery Conference which was held in St. Cloud this year.  Big topic this year is “green burials” which was proposed in both the Senate and House and effective July 1, 2025 became law allowed in MN as another option.  Body composting also called natural organic reduction requires a space of 4 ft by 10 ft per body, costs about $5,000 for the process, and returns 250 pounds of compost to the family – which they can keep or donate some or all of it.  MN law requires licensed natural organic reduction facilities have a designated donation site for the compost.  It is recommended every cemetery have Standard Operating Procedures in place for the different circumstances that can occur in a cemetery and should reference the multiple State Statutes in place governing Cemetery Law.  I was nominated for another three-year term on the MN Association of Cemeteries Board, this time as Vice-President.  Next year’s conference will be at Black Bear Casino!  I would love to see the entire Board participate!  The following year, we are trying to secure Giants Ridge.  There is a weekly podcast available by the MAC called the Cemetery Chronicles on Spotify or Apple.  A part of the conference was to tour the ColdSpring factory (this is where we ordered the columbarium’s from) and we also went to their quarry site where we witnessed a very large piece of granite (50 feet by 30 feet) get sawed off the granite wall and pushed with a loader in the pouring rain.  The quarry site goes down ten miles and has enough granite for 100 years or more left.  The final finishing of the memorials is still done by hand by artisans.  Very cool to see the entire process from beginning to end.   
2. MN Unemployment & Paid Leave quarterly reports will be filed by October 31.
3. Federal and State Payroll Reporting forms for 3rd Quarter will be filed by October 31.  
4. East Range Administrator meetings led by Northspan are resuming – they stopped because of the personnel changes over the last few months – we meet tomorrow morning!  
5. The monthly CAP meeting is next week at Giants Ridge on Thursday, September 9th.  These are being led by MN Power and NewRange.
6. I submitted the Project Completion & Certificate Reports to the Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management for the State’s portion of the 2024 Road Disaster not paid by Federal FEMA.  We should receive the payments soon.  
7. Amanda and I still need to get to the Virginia St. Louis County offices to research the files in place for roads and to Andrew Camera to order the historical portraits.  We will not forget about these important duties!
8. Reminder:  Morning coffee tomorrow at the Loon Lake Community Center and the Fire Department Whitetails Unlimited Banquet on Saturday.  

		On-going Projects & Pending Items not discussed:  
· Road Vacation Filings for the Road Realignments in 2023 
	IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY TO FILE THE CLERK’S REPORT.   MOTION CARRIED

Foreman – mowing, graveling, blacktopping; removal of tank underground where Fire Hall was located; prep for winter and DOT certifying all equipment; beavers;    
Supervisors
Anttila  - good job everyone
Kippley –  went to the IRRR Celebrate the Range Event; graveling and grading of the roads looks good!

7. 	TRAINING REQUESTS & MEETING NOTICES:  Skinner – Fire Chiefs Conference, Duluth, MN 
IT WAS MOVED BY SKELTON, SUPPORTED BY KIPPLEY APPROVING TWO STAFF TO ATTEND THE FIRE CHIEFS CONFERENCE IN DULUTH, MN WITH EXPENSES PAID.  MOTION CARRIED

[bookmark: _Hlk120540269]8.  	ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Next Regular Meeting: Thursday, November 6, 2025 5:00 P.M. @ City/Town Government Center; East Range Water Board Meeting:  Wednesday, October 15, 2025 4:30 P.M. @ City/Town Government Center; ERJPB Meeting:  Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:00 AM @ City/Town Government Center; Special Meeting Quarterly FD:  Wednesday, November 12, 2025 5:00 p.m. @ City/Town Government Center; Township Legal Seminar:  Saturday, October 25, 2025 9:00 am @ Cotton Community Center; SLCAT:  Wednesday, October 22, 2025 6:30 p.m. @ Cotton Community Center; RAMS Annual Meeting & Dinner:  Tuesday, December 9, 2025 5:00 p.m. @ Iron Trail Motors Event Center; Special Meeting with Union:  Monday, October 13, 2025 3:00 p.m. @ City/Town Government Center; 

9. 	ADJOURNMENT
IT WAS MOVED BY ANTTILA, SUPPORTED BY SKELTON TO ADJOURN THE REGULAR MEETING AT 6:50 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED
________________________________________  	_____________________________________
Jodi Knaus, Clerk 					Jon Skelton, Chairman
2

