fish, taku means mﬂju?ng. ﬁ*.i:
prinung onginated in Japan in
the early 1800s. Gyotaku is used
by Japanese anglers 1o make 2
record of their carch,

reg Aragon was rummaging hioegh an art store in
the Florida Keys several years 30 when he came
across an unusual piece of work
"It was a fish print,” recalled Aragon. 3 aid anoler. “] was amazed at the
detail. | thought to myself, "How did they pet those scales so
perfect” ™ :
Aragon went home and did a itlle research, The art piece was
Japanese In origin.
“It was called Gyotaks, which literally Means oy rubbing,” he said.
“Apparently, the practice began with fishermen who wanted to keep a record of
thedr catch.”™
[ ] _ Long before there were cameras, Japanese sport fishermen discovered an
il mgenious way to record fish that had been Gught and released.

“They “T“-'H_L'lh:- some ink and rice paper
out on the boaL” Araonn said. “When they
caught a fish that was noteworthy, they would
rub it with nK, then cover it with paper which
would Jeave an image.

“Then when they would return to the dock,
they would hold up the print and say it was this

i g S |5l big.” it
] 20 0, R e e s 3 2 Special 1o the Times
1 JI LERRT TOHALIN lMi‘:u}ﬁnmi?ﬁ:lﬂ?ﬂﬂmmf:lhlxmh:i] FI-Sh etching is GTEQ Aragons assion. HE often g:at::hes_h'rs own fish, then uses |
OUTDOORS EDITOR bring a fish home, and before 1 filleted it, 1 inks to transfer the image to paper, ending up with a finished product such as 2
B would do a rubbing,” he said. “Before 1 knewit,  the queen triggerfish, shown above. -
111 T all my friends wanted pieces for their houses 2 x
] AN OEHNOCS.
'+ Word travelled quickly through the T-"-Hh"hﬂ'[ fishing community. Soon, “Gyotaku satisfies both people,” he said. “You have a record of the catch and
i { other 3.|'L|E',]1'_' 5 . 4 ,-"'I..I':'lﬂﬂn (1] fE'L]'iTLIrl:' U‘W Catch on paper. a |'|-:.l'."1."l..‘ of art.”
{ | “People were T the e old skin or fiberglass mounts, Aragon saud. Business has been booming for Afagon in recent years. His work is on dis-
L] “They ‘-'-Tﬂill‘fl to captilrt-@isepirit of the fish, but they also wanted something play at Salt Rock Grill in Indian Shores Aragon's etchings appear inkaid on many .
' ’ {iifﬁ‘{ﬁ‘tlt 1 ' 7 tabletops, and there are framed ponts on the walls, ; Z
Ll No hish was too big or oo ':-'I_I'Lil“ for J}I‘ﬂﬂﬂ“ s ink and rice paper. “1 did tar- Just last week, the Lango artist learned that some of his work will soon ¥
i | pon, groupet, snook, you name it,” he said. “Guys started coming to me with appear on serving platters that will be avalable on television and through a '
4. ﬁ"‘h,‘-"[ CVCTY size, - cooking catalog.
] I|I ”]l.‘ f{iﬂfﬂ.ﬁ'ﬂ art soon became ]il'[iliil.ll.'l.'l' "Flfll.}l tournament ishermen who - l'hi,ngw_g ane t'l..i]l]'\"l.'l:l'l'l_ln: <0 [ast ."llu.m',:ﬁl'l saad. “The hardest l.'l.'-i.l'l s '['I"_'r'i.l'l.ﬂ (¥
wanted to preserve a memory of their winning catch. get a handle on the business end of things."
M : I ll-'l"f'_i‘ done the winners from kingfish tournaments and the St Pete € Ipen Success, however, has a down side. Aragon, who learned to fish on the old
[ '!- spearfishing Tournament,” he said. “1 ust peed to get the fish while it is still Indian Rocks Pier with his father "Caplain Jack." a former catcher with the New .
¥ fr ‘-“3*!1- York Giants baseball team, said he dogsn get to hit that water as often as he ; .
| || It has to be packed on ice to preserve i 1 don't like to work with a fishifit ~ would like to, : ) :
K wﬁ has }W." out of I!hr:.!.'.'-.t_vr for more than 24 hours.™ “It seems like 1 never get a chance i fish anymore,” he said. “Everybody is
| [P Most of Aragon's pieces are done with patural colors. “Occasionally, I geta  coming to me with fish. . . . it is gettinghand to keep up. 1 would like things to :
! woman who wanis a ]irlll'|l|ll' snook to match the bathroom.” he said slow down so 1 can go out and catch aflew fish of my own for a change. .
I Aragon said many of his customers are Women whose hushands have — For more Information on Gyotaku art by Greg Aragon, call (727) 595-63 14, or vesit the
|' | brought home one too many stuffed fish to lng on the lving room wall Salt Rock Grill on Gul Boulevard in Indian Shores.
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