
Riders revved up their 
motorcycles and took to 
the roads April 11 to help 
raise $5,000 for cancer pa-
tients.  
The Fraternal Order of 

Eagles #4549 Aerie and 
Auxiliary near Elberta do-
nated $5000 to the Anchor 
Cross Cancer Foundation, 
a nonprofit that provides 
financial assistance to can-
cer patients in South Ala-
bama.  
This year the organiza-

tion paid medical, utility, 
gas and grocery bills with 

the help of gifts like this 
one. 
The poker run riders 

made stops in Foley, Sil-
verhill and Fairhope. Rid-
ers get a stamp, which they 
turn in for a paying card. 
At the end, the person with 

the best poker hand wins 
the prize money. 
The Eagles Club earned 

additional money through a 
drawing, a raffle and T-
shirt sales. The Poker Run 
netted $1750 and the Eag- 
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QUICK NEWS TAKES FROM LILLIAN AND ELBERTA 

Donôt Panic; Dollar Tree Was 
Closed But Only Temporarily 
Shoppers were lined up 
around the Dollar Tree In Lilli-
an mid-April but it wasn't the 
deals they were looking for. 
Turns out  a key employee was 
under the weather April 9, ac-
cording to one worker, tempo-
rarily rendering the store unable to open. Later the 
store was rescued and opened much to the relief of fans. 
Lillian folks love their Dollar General. 

New Eatery Welcomed; Opens at 
Boat Launch With Mexican Fare 
Itôs been awhile since Gi-

giôs closed at the entrance of 
the Lillian Boat Launch, but 
no more! Poko Lokos has ar-
rived with a limited menu for 
its ósoftô opening featuring 
Mexican Fare.  
For now, we know it opens at 11 a.m., Monday 

through Saturday and accepts cash only é until the 
software fires up. 

Speaking of the Boat Launch, 
Big Burn Clears for Storage 
Well, it could be worse. A wide 

swath of green was torched last 
month behind Poko Lokos at the 
launch to make way for a boat stor-
age facility. One worker said it will 
service boats as well but those in 
charge are traditionally mum on 
what the full story is. Time will tell but what better place to 
choose? Welcome to the community but watch out for the 
neighborhood kitty cats. 

 

As Elberta continues to grow, the townôs signature 

twice yearly German Sausage Festival is entering a 

new chapter.  

The March 2026 festival marked the final event 

organized by the Elberta Volunteer Fire Department. 

Beginning this October, the festival will be overseen by a 

newly formed nonprofit, Elberta Community Partners. 

SEE SAUSAGE PAGE 16 

ELBERTA SAUSAGE 
FESTIVAL UPDATE 

Status Changes to Nonprofit 

EAGLESô BENEFIT SOARS  
 

Local Riders Mount Up 
for Fight Against Cancer 
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Perdido Grand Dames Celebrate Spring With a Visit to El Patron 

The Perdido Grand Dames held their spring gathering at El Pa-

tron in Pensacola. The hostesses were Kay Lett and Diane Gil-

bert.   The birthday girls (front and center wearing crowns) Judy 

Wargo and Linda Stephens received special scented candles, hand 

cream, and pumpkin spice hand soap.  Jan Willoughby, Sally 

Chandler, and our guest, Marla Dickson, had a star on their can-

dy cup so they got the prizes: Dish towels and a coffee mug.  After 

our summer break we will meet at Hattieôs Southern Food in Fo-

ley on October 13. Waynette Brown and Candy Reed will be our 

hostesses. 

Five decades of love and dedication will be 
celebrated May 5 as Bishop Booker T. Jr. and 
Elect Lady Patricia Washington reach their gold-
en milestone, marking 50 years of blessed holy 
matrimony. Booker is the son of the late Deacon 
Booker T. Sr. and Deaconess Mamie Washing-
ton of Lillian. Patricia is the daughter of the 
late Clarence Sr. and Mother Willie Nell 
Evans.  
Married in a small ceremony May 5, 1976, 

Booker and Patricia have built a legacy spanning 
five decades, that now include five children; 
Booker III (Blanche), Lawanda, Lateshia, Mi-
chael and Marcus; 15 grandchildren; Kymber-
lyn, Khalik, Kyerra, Keon, Raeshun, Zacchaeus 
(Samaiyah), Robert, JaôNya, Tyshaun, Anthony, 
MiôKayla, Brooklyn, Jayvion, Kash, Ace and 
Ariyonni; and three great-grandchildren; Marcel-
lus, Raelyn, and Autumn. Their story is one of 
enduring partnerships navigating through the ups 
and downs of life together with unwavering consistency, support and laughter. 
A wedding vow renewal will be held May 9 at the First Baptist Church of Lillian 

and a celebratory gathering afterwards at the Lillian Community Club, where loved 
ones will raise a toast to the couple's Golden Anniversary, celebrating not just the past, 
but the continued love story that thrives today. 
Congratulations Mom and Dad on five decades of ñWhat God puts together, let no 

man put asunder.ò 
      With Love, Your Fab Five 

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY 
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Captain Daveôs Kitchen Classic Cole Slaw 
Ingredients: 
İ Fresh Cabbage  
4 medium Carrots 
Peel the Carrots and grate the cabbage and carrots in a food Processor to chop them up. 
Blend them together in a large mixing bowl. 
ADD: 
1/4 cup of white sugar 1/4 cup of apple cider vinegar 
ı cup of Marzetti Original Slaw Mix (Comes is a 13 ounce jar.) 
ı cup of Miracle whip. 
1 TBSP of Dijon mustard 
İ cup of Mt. Olive Sweet Salad Cubes 
1 TSP of celery seeds 
1/2TSP of Kosher Salt 
1/2TSP of Coarse Black pepper 
İ TSP of Dan-Oôs Chili Lime Seasoning 
1 TSP of Lime Juice 
Stir all ingredients together well. 
Refrigerate for 1 hour or overnight before serving to allow flavors to blend together. 
Stir occasionally to thoroughly marinate those fresh veggies and the juice will form. 
Cole slaw is a great stand-alone side item for seafood, Bar-B-Que Pork or Chicken and I 
Especially love it on my Hotdogs!  

 

*** 
The captain and crew live in Spanish Cove. They have been property owners 

since 2016 and dock at Buena Vista Circle. You may remember Captain Dave from 
volunteering and running BINGO at the LCC for almost three years. Having just 

recently escaped from that, 
you can find him on Face 
book under his name David 
Morgan Odom (also Captain 
Dave's Kitchen). Captain 
Dave has cooked a lot for the 

Bingo crowd ... Gumbo is 
a local favorites. 

 
FROM THE  

CAPTôS GALLEY 

 

By Dave Morgan 
Odom 

Ahoy Landlubbers! This Cole Slaw Will Shiver Your Timbers Every Time 

  

The Western Perdido Bay Watershed Association, along with the 
Civic & Legislation Team, are hosting a community recycling presenta-
tion at the Lillian Community Club, May 6, at 6 p.m.  
The address is 34148 Widell 

Ave, Lillian.  
Terri Graham, Chief Executive 

Officer, of the Solid Waste Author-
ity Baldwin County will be provid-
ing our community with infor-
mation about curbside recycling, 
unmanned drop-off recycle loca-
tions, manned centers for hard to 
recycle materials, and the material 
recovery facility/waste and Recy-
cling Adventure Center.  

 

There will also be an opportuni-
ty to sign up for a tour of the Mate-
rials Recovery Facility/Waste and 
Recycling Adventure Center. Once 
we have a count of how many Lillian residents want to attend a tour, we 
will work with Solid Waste Authority to coordinate dates.  

 

They will then provide buses to take Lillian residents on a tour of the 
Materials Recovery Facility/Waste and Recycling Adventure Center. 
This is a highly informative and hands-on tour which provides lots of 
information about how materials are recycled and repurposed in Ala-
bama. We look forward to seeing you on May 6. 

LCC Hosts Recycle Forum May 6; 

Learn Costs, Make Tour Registrations 
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SECURED  

Voting is Your American Duty: The Anatomy of an Alabama Election 

Since I became eligible to vote I have of-
ten heard, ñIf you donôt vote, you have no 
business complaining.ò  Following my fami-
lyôs strong advice, I have always made sure 
I got to the polls on election day. I trained 
my children to follow the course, too. 
So, just in case youôve ñbeen out of itò 

for a while, I thought Iôd give you a remind-
er that the Primary Election for Federal, 
State and County candidates will be held on 
Tuesday, May 19. Lillian residents and 
some others nearby vote at the Lillian Com-
munity Club. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
The last day to register to vote is Mon-

day, May 4. You may register online at ala-
bamavotes.gov if you have a valid Alabama 
Driverôs License or Non-Driver ID card.  
Alabama does not have Political Party 

Registration, so you do not have to declare a 
political preference when registering. How-
ever, at the Primary, you must request either 
a Democrat or Republican ballot or one that 
just has the statewide amendments. If a Run-
Off election is required, you must also re-

quest the same party. In the General Elec-
tion in November, there will be one ballot 
and you may vote for candidates from either 
party. 
A drivers license is preferred to vote, so 

be sure to have one with you. ID other than 
your driverôs license may be used, but it will 
take a bit longer because your driverôs li-
cense is the only ID recognized by the com-
puter. Other ID information must be individ-
ually entered by the poll worker. 
If you are handicapped in some way, you 

may request to be moved to the head of the 
line. Every polling place also has voting 
equipment for those with disabilities.  
These are just a few things you need to 

know. Go the website for more details. I 
hope to see you May 19. The United States 
of America is celebrating 250 years in 2026. 
Let this be the beginning for you to jump on 
my bandwagon that says, ñNo voting; no 
complaining.ò  

 
Just a 

Thought or 
Two 

By Sally McKinney 

 MAY 1, 2026 
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ADVERTISING 

INFORMATION 

The Lillian newspaper is a monthly 

publication. Advertisements may be 

dropped off at the Lillian Perdido 

Bay Library, mailed to The Lillian at 

PO Box 1088, Lillian, AL 36549 or 

emailed to lillianeditor@yahoo.com 

Advertisement inquiries can be 

directed to Julie McManus at 703-

217-2874 (cell) during the business 

hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 ADVERTISING SIZES 

Full page = 10ò wide x 11.5ò tall 

1/2 Page (horas.) = 10ò wide x 5.5ò tall 

1/2 Page (vertical) = 5ò wide x 11ò tall 

1/4 Page = 5ò wide x 5.5ò tall 

1/8 Page = 5ò wide x 2.75ò tall 

Business Card = 3.5ò wide x 2ò tall 

Classified = maximum of 40 words 

The Lillian is not responsible for 

the factual content of ads or articles 

submitted to us. 

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Letters are welcome but must be 

signed and include contact infor-

mation should our staff have any 

questions.  

No letters will be accepted regard-

ing property owner  vs. associationsô 

disputes. All letters must be legible 

and limited to 300 words or less. 
 

ARTICLE OR OBITUARY 

INFORMATION 
 

We gladly accept news and infor-

mation from the community. Please 

submit by: 

Â Mail to PO Box 1088, Lillian, 

AL 36549 

Â Email to lillianeditor@yahoo.com 

Â Drop off at Lillian Perdido Bay 

Library 

  DISCLAIMER 

The content of articles and letters 

to the editor do not necessarily re-

flect the opinion of the editor, the 

board of directors for The Lillian or 

the Lillian Action Committee. 

We are also not responsible for the 

business practices of our advertisers. 

 POLICY 

Thank you for your articles and 

news items, but due to space limita-

tions, some submissions may not be 

included in this issue. They will be 

included in a future edition when 

possible. The editorial board has the 

right to deny any articles or ads not 

suitable for this publication. 

  

DEADLINES AND 

CONTACTS 

The deadline for the June issue of 

The Lillian will be May 20. Anyone 

may send an email to lillianedi-

tor@yahoo.com for information on 

articles and news. 

Call Julie McManus at 703-217-2874 or 

email lillianadvertise@yahoo.com for 

advertising information. 
  

 EDITORIAL BOARD 

Executive Editor: Sally McKinney 

Managing Editor: David Monaghan. 

Board Members: Nancy Scott, Gloria 

Cramp, Jackie Reid, Florence 

McLendon, Tammy Robinson. 
 

LILLIAN ACTION COMMITTEE 

President: Sally McKinney, Vice 

President Jackie Reid, Secretary: 

Nancy Scott, Treasurer: Florence 

McLendon, Board Members Gloria 

Cramp, Tammy Robinson and     

David Monaghan. 

The Lillian  
PO Box 1088 

Lillian, AL 36549 
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Local Lodge Commits to Strategic Planning and Member Engagement 
The Lillian Masonic Lodge #925 Free and Accepted Masons has announced 

its commitment to implementing a Shepherding Committee, a strategic initiative 
designed to strengthen member growth and engagement. This effort is part of a 
broader program focused on enhancing the Masonic experience through educa-
tion, mentorship, and fellowship. 
Worshipful Master Michael Blankenship has appointed Brother Cliff Collier 

to lead the Shepherding Committee. Supporting this effort, Brother Chris King 
will oversee educational initiatives for the Brotherhood, while Lodge Historian 
Brother Bill Hall will provide valuable insight into the backgrounds of members 
who are not currently active in lodge meetings. 
In the coming weeks, Brother Collier will begin recruiting volunteers to 

serve on the committee. Secretary Roger Cramp will assist by researching his-
torical membership records and compiling a comprehensive master list of both 
current and former lodge members. 
The mission of the Shepherding Committee is to ensure the long-term vitali-

ty of the lodge by promoting informed membership growth, increasing engage-
ment, and encouraging sustained participation. This will be achieved through a 
structured approach centered on education, mentorship, and fellowship. The 
initiative aligns with the Alabama Grand Lodgeôs Lodge Growth and Engage-
ment Program, which provides local lodges with practical tools to address their 
unique needs. 
The program outlines six key steps for implementation. These include em-

phasizing guiding Masonic principles, forming the Shepherding Committee, and 
delivering a strong foundation in core education and orientation. This educa-
tional component focuses on candidate development, member engagement and 
retention, as well as reinstatement and restoration of inactive members. The re-
maining steps involve operating the local committee effectively, coordinating 
with the Grand Lodge committee, and evaluating the programôs overall success. 
Over the past two years, Past Masters David Johnson and Joe Taylor have 

placed a strong emphasis on improving education and orientation for lodge 
members. Their efforts have enhanced the quality of lodge meetings and 
strengthened the integration of new Brothers into the fraternity. The lodge has 

also remained steadfast in honor-
ing its Past Masters and support-
ing the widows of its members. 
Continuing this tradition, the 
lodge will host its annual Past 
Masters and Widows Dinner at its 
next meeting on the first Tuesday in May. 
ñFaith, Hope, and Charity are central to the values of every Masonic Broth-

er,ò said lodge leader Mike Blankenship. ñWhile charity within the Brotherhood 
has always been a priority, the lodge is expanding its commitment to serve the 
broader Lillian community.ò 

The Lillian Masonic Lodge meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month, with dinner at 5:30 p.m. followed by the general lodge meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Individuals interested in learning more about Freemasonry or membership 
opportunities are encouraged to contact Worshipful Master Michael Blanken-
ship at .251-284-1677. 

 Lillian Masonic 

Lodge 
By Jeff Keener 

Second row left to right Brandon Taylor, Cliff Collier, Buzz Mahood, Worship-
ful Master Mike Blankenship, Roger Cramp, Chris  King, Joe Williams, David 
Johnson, Gary Sturgeon and Jonathon Brewer.  Front row Bill Hall and Joe 
Taylor  
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Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. 

MAY 1, 2026 
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Lillian & Elberta 
Safety Calls 

 
Man dies from self-inflicted 
gunshot at boat launch 

Weapons 
4/22/2026 02:56 AM 
S 7th St, Lillian, AL 36549 
As discussed during the dis-
patch call, deputies and med-
ics responded to the Lillian 
Public Boat Launch near 7th 
Street for a report of a possi-
ble self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. The victim was found 
unresponsive and later de-
clared deceased at the sce-
ne. 
Man with cardiac arrest af-
ter self-inflicted gunshot 

Weapons 
4/22/2026 02:58 AM 
7th St NE, Arab, AL 35016 

Man falls but has no inju-
ries at Lillian Breeze RV 
park 

Medical Emergency 
4/21/2026 07:07 AM 
Kee Ave, Lillian, AL 36549 
Person found deceased af-
ter cardiac arrest at Ridge-
wood Drive 

Medical Emergency 
4/20/2026 08:13 PM 
Ridgewood Dr, Lillian, AL 
36549 
Elderly woman falls and 
bleeds on face in Lillian 

Medical Emergency 
4/20/2026 12:29 PM 
Arbor Ridge Cir, Lillian, AL 
36549 
Elderly man falls, hits head, 
experiences breathing trou-
ble 

Medical Emergency 

4/18/2026 02:04 PM 
Rico Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
Person suffering cardiac 
arrest at Spanish Cove 
Drive home 

Medical Emergency 
4/16/2026 01:15 PM 
Spanish Cove Dr N, Lillian, 
AL 36549 
77-year-old woman with 
abdominal pain post-
surgery 

Medical Emergency 
4/14/2026 06:04 PM 
Caney Loop, Lillian, AL 
36549 
Stroke patient picked up 
by medical helicopter at 
Collier Rd 

Medical Emergency 
4/13/2026 05:19 AM 

LOCAL BLOTTER & SERVICE CALLS 

Runoff and Water Quality: How Everyday Choices  Impact Our Resources 
By Janet Larson 
Western Perdido Bay Watershed Association 
Many understand that clean water is important, but few realize just how 

much daily activities can affect the health of our waterways.  
One of the biggest influences of a clean waterway is runoff, which is rainfall 

that flows over land instead of soaking into the soil. As it moves, it picks up 
pollutants from the soil surface and carries them straight into the nearby lakes, 
streams, and rivers. In fact, runoff is one of the main ways pollution ends up in 
our watershed.  
While runoff is influenced by natural factors like geology, surface topogra-

phy (slope of the land), and rainfall. But a large part of the problem comes from 
human activity, and thatôs good news, because it means we can do something 
about it.  
One of the most common and controllable sources of runoff pollution is the 

overuse of fertilizer on lawns. Excess fertilizer washes into the waterways and 
adds extra nutrients to the water. This fuels algae growth, which uses up oxygen 
in the water. When oxygen levels drop, fish and other aquatic life suffer.  
Pet waste is another major contributor to waterway pollution. Like fertilizer, 

it contains nitrogen and phosphorus that increase algae growth. It can also intro-
duce harmful bacteria, such as E coli, making the water unsafe for swimming 
and other recreational activities.  
When pet waste is left on the ground, thrown into storm drains, or dumped in 

wooded areas, it is much more likely to wash into nearby waterways. Many 
storm drains flow directly into lakes, streams, and rivers without treatment, so 
whatever goes into the drain goes straight into the water.  
It is also important to know that under Alabama law, dumping or leaving pet 

waste in public waterways is considered criminal littering. First-time offenders 
face can be fined up to $500. Repeat offenses may carry fines between $1,000 

and $3,000 and up to one hun-
dred hours of community ser-
vice, often helping clean up pol-
luted waterways (AL Code Ä 
13A-7-29 (2025)). 
So how can you do?  
Using fertilizer carefully and 

only when needed goes a long 
way toward protecting our water 
quality. When it comes to pet 
waste, the best option is to flush 
it down the toilet, where it will 
be treated properly. Sealing it in 
a bag and placing it in the trash 
is also acceptable, as landfills 
are designed to manage pet 
waste.  
These small, simple actions 

make a real difference. By being 
mindful of what we put on our 
lawns and where pet waste ends 
up, we can help protect our wa-
terways and keep them clean and safe for everyone to enjoy.  
If you want to get more involved in protecting our local waters, consider 

joining the Western Perdido Bay Watershed Association. For membership de-
tails or questions, please email wpbwac@gmail.com. Also, feel free to join our 
Western Perdido Bay Watershed Association Facebook page for updates and 
more watershed news.  
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https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1776215059_zehstzdz-77-year-old-woman-with-abdominal-pain-post-surgery
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/7258-20191_1776082774_fbmjhaln-stroke-patient-picked-up-by-medical-helicopter-at-collier-rd
mailto:wpbwac@gmail.com
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    If you lived in Greece in the year 400 BC and were in pain or had a fever, 
your physician may have been Hippocrates, the ñfather of medicineò and he 
would have prescribed a concoction from the bark and leaves of the willow tree 
to relieve the symptoms. 
     In England, 1763, Reverend Edward Stone was suffering from agues, a term 
used in past centuries for chills, fever and sweating. When someone gave him a 
piece of willow tree bark to chew, but it tasted bitter it eased his discomfort. 
    Stone decided to study the bark to see if he could find the active ingredient 
and discovered that it was salicylic acid.  But it wasnôt until 1897 when Ger-
mans, Felix Hoffman and Arthur Erchengruin found a less corrosive combina-
tion formula and pharmaceutical company, Bayer marketed this compound as 
ñaspirinò in January 1899. (A-acetyl chloride, SPIR-from spiraea (meadow 
sweet plant) whose flowers and leaves contain salicylic acid and IN-because it 
was a common ending for medicines.) 
     From ancient societies to the twenty-first century and a nineteenth century 
name, Aspirin is still a universal pain and fever reliever as well as a blood thin-
ner.  Would this be called, ñstaying powerò? 
     Greece has recently made a smart decision to ban social media to everyone 
under the age of 15.  I would have voted for 17 but at least they are taking 
some action.  But I imagine teenagers will find a way to bypass the restriction. 
     Social media was supposed to be fun. A place to share pictures and updates 
with family and friends. Of course, that was it the world was a perfect place 
and all humans were decent.  
     Even though teenagers think they are smarter than their parents and can take 
care of themselves, itôs obvious to everyone else that they are still children in 
many ways.  Teens have fragile egos and want to be liked by their peers and be 
part of a group of friends.   But it isnôt just adults who can be cruel, so are 
many children.  Cyberbullying by students aimed at other students can lead to 
severe stress and depression and in some cases suicide. 

    Sexting, especially in relation-
ships can include compromising 
photos and when a couple break-
up sometimes one of them, un-
happy about it, could share those 
photos online in ñrevenge porn.ò 
   It is estimated that there are 
500,000 sleezy predators on the 
internet every day. They like to 
hang out in teen chat rooms. 
Some of these teens are lured 
from home by romantic promises, threats to harm a loved one or blackmail by 
showing compromising photos on a porn website. 
     It is important that children understand the dangers of the internet and ways 
to keep safe. Itôs hard dealing with teenagers but maybe encouraging them to 
participate in school or church activities and being more involved in their life 
by taking time to talk about what they are thinking and want in life. And I 
guess, pray for the best. 
     With summer approaching, many visitors and residents alike will sail 
out into the Gulf hoping to spot dolphins.  These intelligent mammals 
like human attention and perform their little antics to the thrill of the 
passengers aboard the boats. 
     Dolphins are part of the family of whales that include orcas and pilot 
whales. Killer whales {orcas) are dolphins, and the evolution of their 
larger brains is surprisingly similar to humans. I sometimes think that 
dolphins are much smarter than many humans. Just saying. 
     ñExperience is the hardest kind of teacher. It gives you the test first 
and the lesson afterward.ò  Unknown. 

Bits and 
Pieces 
By Jackie 
Reid 

 

The Latest Concerns: Social Media Cloaks Many Hidden Dangers 

Sorry for the  
Inconvenience 

Following a months-long episode 
of confusion and subsequent resolu-
tion, The Lillian Newspaper, a free, 
nonprofit publication, has resumed 
its long-time distribution sites in 
Spanish Cove.  
The Cove now joins 32 distribu-

tion locations from Foley to Pensaco-
la. 
As of May, The Lillian will re-

sume distribution to its traditional 
locations for Spanish Cove residents. 
They are: the office porch on CR 99, 
the RV clubhouse, and the pool-area 
clubhouse. 
In this issue we will be brandishing our new 

masthead. Feel free to let us know your thoughts.  
We apologize to readers who have been incon-

venienced  during this hiatus or had difficulty ob-
taining a copy of the paper. We are proud to serve both 

Elberta and Lillian through our scholarships and 
beautification projects throughout each year. 

 

*** 
 
Lillian and Elberta are both wonderful places to live 

and deserve a free press and dedicated reporting. I am 
confident that the people of our communities will contin-
ue supporting us as we work toward this goal.  

FROM THE EDITORôS DESK 



R 
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850-456-2019 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 P.M. & SATURDAY 9-1 P.M. 

850-456-2019 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 P.M. & SATURDAY 9-1 P.M. 

A Local Approach to Responsible Growth 
 
Growth cannot be stopped, but it can be shaped. Local 

residents have more influence than they may realize, par-
ticularly when they act early and strategically. One of the 
most practical tools available is land control. 
When locals purchase vacant parcels as long-term in-

vestments rather than for immediate development, they 
effectively remove that land from rapid speculative turno-
ver. Holding land at a measured pace slows large-scale 
subdivision and provides the community time to adapt 
infrastructure and planning appropriately. 
This is a proven pattern in many rural-coastal markets. 

Land held by local owners tends to be developed more 
thoughtfully, often aligning with neighborhood character 
rather than maximum density. 
Growth is inevitable, but it doesnôt have to come at the expense of what makes 

Lillian special. With steady local involvement and strategic land ownership, the 
community can guide development instead of being overtaken by it. By standing 
together and investing locally, we can ensure that in Lillian, "there's no place like 
home." 

Shannon Young Lillian's RealtorÈ 
251-800-2509 

shannon4agent@gmail.com 

Weather is turn-
ing, time to 
train your new 
best friend! 

mailto:shannon4agent@gmail.com
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K-6 

7-12 

Pianist: Erin Equihua 

By Betty Bovat 

April has done a great job in opening up our 
pretty flowers, plants and bushes, even without the 
needed rain. 
The Lillian Perdido Bay Library has received 

donations of many good books to be processed and 
shelved for our patrons to check out.   
All you need to check out anything in the li-

brary is a library card which is FREE of 
charge.  The volunteer at the library will gladly 
assist you in obtaining that card by filling out a 
short form. 
The library was fortunate to be given some money to purchase books and 

here is a list of some purchased recently: 
    ñWhat No One Tells You About Moneyò by Jade Washaw 
     ñThe View From Lake Comoò by Adriana Trigiani 
     ñThe Book Club For Troublesome Womenò by Marie Bostwick 
We do have a web site that can answer some questions for you about the Li-

brary. http//lpblal.booksys.net/opac/Lillian/ 
You could find out if we have a particular book you would like to read and 

the library open hours. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 10 a.m. - 12 
p.m.    Friday   10 a.m. -  2  p.m. 
The library has a computer room with five computers and two printers for 

public use, just for a small donation.  There is also a printer that prints/scans/
faxes, also for a small donation.  Thank you for supporting our library, we cer-
tainly love it and appreciate our community 

Spring Brings New Titles to Library 

 

K-6 

7-12 

Pianist: Erin Equihua 

 

K-6 

7-12 

Pianist: Erin Equihua  

 

Call Julie at 703-
217-2874 

to place your ad                      
in The Lillian! 

The  

Lillian  

Community  
Yard Sale 
Pines of Perdido 
Elberta, CR 97 
Saturday, May 2 
8 a.m. 

http://lpblal.bookpys.net/opac/lillian/
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As we move into the warmer months, Lillian Fire Rescue would 
like to remind everyone that fire safety starts at home. With in-
creased outdoor activities, grilling season, and yard work in full 
swing, now is the perfect time to review a few important safety tips. 
Always keep grills at least 10 feet away from structures, never leave 
them unattended, and ensure coals are completely extinguished after 
use. If youôre burning yard debris, follow local guidelines and avoid 
doing so on windy days. Inside your home, check that smoke alarms 
are working properly and replace batteries if needed. A few minutes 
of prevention can make all the difference. 
We are also continuing to grow and are actively looking for dedi-

cated individuals to join our team. Whether youôre interested in fire-
fighting, emergency response, or supporting behind the scenes, there 
is a place for you at Lillian Fire Rescue. No prior experience is re-
quired, just a willingness to serve your community and be part of 
something meaningful. Training is provided, and the reward of help-
ing your neighbors is unmatched. 
Finally, we want to remind our community that Lillian Fire Res-

cue relies heavily on your annual donations to operate. These contri-
butions help fund equipment, training, and essential resources that 

allow us to respond quickly and 
effectively when you need us most. 
We ask for a suggested annual do-
nation of $75 per household and 
$150 for local businesses. If you 
havenôt yet made your annual do-
nation, we kindly ask you to consider doing so. Every dollar goes 
directly back into protecting our community. 
Thank you for your continued support, and as always, stay safe. 

Lillian  
Volunteer Fire  
Department 
By Janett Siler 

Elberta Students Calvin and Whitehead  
Attend Optimist Leadership Conference 

 
 

Two student leaders from Elberta High School recently represent-
ed their community at the 2025ï2026 AlabamaïMississippi District 
Junior Optimist International (JOI) Convention, a two-day leadership 
conference designed to help young people strengthen leadership skills 
and build connections with peers from across the district. 
Grace Galvin, President of the Elberta High School Junior Opti-

mist Club, and Cynthia Whitehead, Vice President of the club, joined 
more than 100 students from Alabama and Mississippi for the annual 
event. The convention brought together youth leaders to participate in 
interactive training sessions, discussions, and activities focused on 
leadership, service, and personal development. 
Participation in the Junior Optimist International program helps 

students develop leadership skills, build confidence, and learn the val-
ue of community service while working alongside fellow youth dedi-
cated to making a positive difference. 

LVFD Offering Lillian Safety, Service, and Support This Spring 
 



ó 
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Tuesdays at 7:00 PM: General AA Meetings &Saturdays at 7:00 PM: Open 
AA Meetings, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL 
(Alcoholics Anonymous, AA is a fellowship of people who share their experience, 
strength, and hope to stay sober, primarily through a 12-step program and mutual 
support at free meetings. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop 
drinking, and the organization is open to anyone regardless of background, beliefs, 
or identity. For information, contact Bill Halford at 850-380-8132. Learn more 
about AA at https://www.aa.org/what-is-aa.) 
 
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM: Al-Anon Meetings, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. 
Perdido St., Lillian, AL (Al-Anon is a fellowship for relatives and friends of alco-
holics, offering support for those affected by a loved one's drinking. It provides a 
safe, non-judgmental space to share experiences and develop healthier coping 
mechanisms through its meetings, which are based on the Twelve Steps of Alco-
holics Anonymous. Learn more about AL-Anon at https://al-anon.org/.) 
 
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:00 AM: Ageless Grace, Body & Brain Fitness, 
Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (For more information, 
contact Sharyon Miller at 850-221-8630.) 
 
Thursdays at 6:30 PM: Lillian Community Celebrate Recovery Meetings, 
Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (Rev. Rick Long and 
Rev. Daniel Randall invite everyone to join us for Celebrate Recovery, a faith-
based, Christ-centered, 12-step program designed to help individuals overcome 
various hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Celebrate Recovery uses a combination of bibli-
cal principles, the 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, and small group support to 
foster healing and recovery. The program addresses a wide range of issues, includ-
ing substance abuse, codependency, and other life challenges, and is offered in 
thousands of churches worldwide. To learn more about CR at https://
celebraterecovery.com/.) 

May 2 from 9:00 AM to Noon - Annual Optimist Kids Fishing Rodeo at Schaff 
Pond, 32695 Bartell Street, Elberta, AL 36530 (Sponsored by the Optimist Club of 
Perdido Bay for children ages 2-12. Responsible adults must accompany children. 
Download flyer at OptimistClubPB.org. For more information, call 251-234-1122.) 
 
May 8 at 12:00 PM: Lillian Faith Forward Luncheon, Lillian Methodist 
Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL. (Our guest speaker will be the Turning 
Point USA Faith Group Regional Director. To register for this free luncheon, call 
251-962-4336 or email office@lillianmc.org by May 5. For more information, con-
tact Amy Fowler at 256-937-9330.) 
 
May 9 at 8:00 AM: Optimist Club of Perdido Bay Community Breakfast, Lilli-
an Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido Street, Lillian, AL. (Our special guest will 
be this year's 2026 scholarship recipients, our past scholarship recipients, and their 
families. To learn more about the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay, go to 
www.OptimistClubPB.org.) 
 
May 21 at 1:00 PM: Dementia Education Forum, Caregiver Support Group 
and Aging in Place, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL 
(This month will be a special picnic outing for our Dementia families. Please con-
tact Sharyon Miller at 850-221-8630 if you would like to attend.) 
 
 May 23 at 8:00 AM: Optimist Club of Perdido Bay Community Breakfast, 

Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido Street, Lillian, AL. (Our special guest 

will be this yearôs Elberta High School 2026 Heart of Optimism recipients. To learn 

more about the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay, go to www.OptimistClubPB.org.) 

The  
Lillian Calendar  

 

MAY 2026 

 

  

  

Episcopal Church of the Advent 
12099 County Road 99 

Lillian, AL 3654 

  

All are welcome to worship with us 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

The Rev. Tina Lockett, Vicar 

        churchoffice@adventlillian.org    

251-961-2505 & www/AdventLillian.org                          

ñA little church with a big heartò 

https://celebraterecovery.com/
https://celebraterecovery.com/
http://www.OptimistClubPB.org
http://www.OptimistClubPB.org
mailto:churchoffice@adventlillian.org
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Zoning Business Marches on Amidst the Primary Election Battles 
Greetings! 
I AM Tracey Gambill ... I AM the only candi-

date whoôs already beaten back over-
development since February 2023 when we won 
our first case. Planning & Zoning is where the 
action is é Itôs the beating heart of housing de-
velopment. Our Commissioners have said that it 
is the hardest part of what the Commissioners 
have to do. I have that experience. Please look 
closely at my Platform for Progress on my web-
site, LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM I have add-
ed fighting the Stockton solar farm, proposing 
more funding for the Sheriffôs Office and County 
employees. Of the candidates in the District 4 
race, I am the only one who has been working for 
you already for four years. I have been heavily 
involved in the Commission meetings and 
worked with Planning & Zoning regularly for 
almost four years. My experience makes me the 
best qualified candidate. My opponents have 
hardly even attended the Commission meetings. I 
can say that, because I have been there. How do 
they know if they even want this job? 
To quote the one and only Ross Perot:  "I'm 

not interested in what you did 10 years ago.  
What have you done lately?" Lately, our farm-

land has been bulldozed. Lately, our rivers and 
bays have turned brown. Our roads are congested 
and there are rooftops going up everywhere. Iôm 
Tracey Gambill. I founded Letôs Keep It Country 
in 2022 because Iôm tired of watching our county 
get sold off. Lately, since 2022 & continuing, 
Iôve helped stop the sprawl, reduce the density 
and said ñNOò, itôs too much! Lately, February 
and March, I won two out of three arguments in 
fighting over-development before the County 
Commission, adding to the numerous times I 
have done so since 2023. Lately, in March, I held 
my 7th Townhall. Lately, Iôve promoted a new 
zoning category, 2 homes per acre, not 3. Lately, 
Iôve initiated and spearheaded Lillian Landmark 
District. Lately, Iôve advocated for Lillian, Elber-
ta, Ft. Morgan, Bon Secour, Foley, Stapleton, 
Loxley, and Stockton. Lately, I've been writing a 
column, "Keeping it Country!" in The Lillian 
Newspaper for four years to keep you informed. 
Lately, Iôve been working for you! 
I will protect our quality of life This primary 

isnôt about yesterdayé. Itôs about todayé. Itôs 
about tomorrow. 
I hope youôll fight along with me in determin-

ing what your community looks like on May 19 
é A vote for Tracey Gambill é is a vote for 
you! 
Traffic Safety Improvements In the Works ï

Traffic Light at Hwy 98 & CR 91 ï From Ala-
bama Department of Highways: ñWe are in the 
process of conducting appraisals for the property 
acquisition at the intersection. The plan design is 

approximately 85% complete. We plan to start 
construction immediately after right-of-way ac-
quisition.ò 
Planning & Zoning updates in the Lillian vi-

cinity: Baldwin County Planning & Zoning Com-
mission approved the following: SC26-04 Patel 
Boat & RV Storage/CSP25-14/PUD25-08 Patel 
RV & Boat Storage ï Construction of six (6) 
buildings for boat and RV storage located south 
of US Hwy 98 and east of CR 95 in the Elberta 
area in Planning District 22. This will be behind 
the new gas station/convenience store on the cor-
ner of Hwy 98 & CR 95. 

In Progress:  I have once again requested to 
the Planning & Zoning Department that our text 
amendments (local ordinances) be placed on the 
agenda before the Baldwin County Commission 
as soon as possible, asking for the same items 
that are contained in Planning District 39 already 
approved. I have had this response from the Plan-
ning and Zoning Director Jay Dickson, ñWe are 
currently evaluating amendments to the zoning 
ordinance and can take your request into consid-
eration during this process. It should be noted 
that many of the local provisions of district 39 are 
now required in all zoned planning districts with 
the amendments to the zoning ordinance and sub-
division regulations that were adopted by the 
county commission last year.ò That is good news! 
I have reported a sewer odor issue in Gulf Shores 
at Peninsula to the Alabama Department of Envi-
ronmental Management as well as in Lillian at 
CR 99 and Peterson Branch. They responded that 
they do not regulate odor. I will follow-up on 
this. They replied differently to the Peninsula 
matter ñthat it has been reported by them to the 
Baldwin County Sewer Service.ò I have request-
ed a traffic study by ALDOT for possible turning 
lane (s) at US Hwy 98 and Sandy Lane. I attended the 
Silicon Ranch community presentation in Bay 
Minette on April 8, 2026. The Alabama legisla-
ture failed to pass a one-year moratorium on solar 
farms in Baldwin County as proposed by Senator 
Greg Albritton. I asked Silicon Ranch about their 
decommissioning plans at the end of the solar 
panel life expectancy, 40 years!, and they replied 
that they would probably refit new panels at that 
time as more electricity would most likely be 
greater than it is now. That project is moving for-
ward at this time. The town of Stockton has asked 
to become zoned and that process is in motion. 

The Alabama legislature failed to pass a bill to 
close the Republican primary to Democrat voters.  
April 7 Lillian Community Forum, Lillian: 

Great turnout for candidates Whitney Scapecci 
for School Board, Kevin Brock for County Com-
missioner District 3, Tracey Gambill for County 
Commissioner District 4, Elijah Davidson for 
District 2 State House, and Ray Carbajal, guest 
speaker. Everyone in attendance seemed to very 
much enjoy the presentations. 
April 21 Townhall for Gulf Shores: I held a 

Townhall regarding large subdivision opposition. 
May 6: I created a flyer to share on Facebook 
calling attention to the Orange Beach Town 
Council meeting and Townhall  on May 6 at 5 
p.m. regarding Pirate Voyage Dinner Theater 
proposal for Terry Cove location. Hoping for a 
great turnout. 
April 25 Cake, Coffee & Conversation: We 

are hosting a meet & greet at the Hotel Magnolia 
Atrium for Whitney Scapecci for School Board, 
Matt McKenzie for Sheriff, Kevin Brock for Coun-
ty Commissioner District 3, and myself. Please 
come join us. 
May 19 Election Night Watch Party 6:30 ï 10 

p.m. for Tracey Gambill: Lillian Community Club 
Lounge, 34148 Widell Ave, Lillian AL 36549, Live 
music with Gary Story. 
Follow me on Facebook Letôs Keep It Country. 

Letôs keep Baldwin County from being bulldozed 
by over-development!  
All the best, Tracey Gambill. Stay tuned for up-

dates on Facebook LETôS KEEP IT COUNTRY 
and LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM to see my 
platform or make a donation. Call 251-216-2012 
with any concern. 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS 
PLANNING@BALDWINCOAL.GOV, 251-580-

1655 for questions or to show support or opposition regard-
ing upcoming zoning and subdivision cases. Planning 
Commission meetings are the first Thursdays of each 
month at 4 PM at the Baldwin County Central Annex, 
22251 Palmer St., Robertsdale AL 36567.  Rezoning cases 
are heard by the County Commissioners  on the third Tues-
days of the month at 9 AM Working Session, 10 AM Reg-
ular Meeting, at the Baldwin County Fairhope Satellite 
Courthouse, Commission Meeting Chambers - 2nd Floor, 
1100 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope AL 36532.  

*** 
 

Please attend meetings when possible. Please email me 
with questions or comments at the address below: 
TRACEY@LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM 

Keeping it   

Country 

 

By Tracey  Gambill 

 

VOTE 
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The American Legion is your voice in 
Congress, we need membership numbers 
when they go in front of the VA and all con-
cerned. The focus has been and always will 
be on service to the community and support 
of our veterans. 
If you have served Active Duty in the 

United States Armed Forces, and have been 
honorably discharged or are still serving -- 
you are eligible for membership in The 
American Legion! 

Thank You:  We again thank eve-
ryone who came out to support Legion Post 
48ôs Fund Raising Dinners.    

Now I would like to thank all the 
volunteers, and family members of our 

Legionnaires who gave their time to help 
and bring in all the delicious deserts for our 
dinners. 
The focus has been and always will be on 

service to the community and support of our 
veterans.  The four pillars of the American 
Legion are:  Fostering a strong national secu-
rity, taking care of Veterans, mentoring the 
youth of our Nation, and promoting patriot-
ism and honor.  

Happy Mothers Day:  Post 48 wishes all 
mothers out there a great month and a won-
derful day. 
MEDICAL CLOSET: The Medical 

Closet is for all Lillian residents and there is 
absolutely no charge. Many items are availa-
ble, such as walkers, hospital beds, and 
more. The only requirement is the return of 
said items when no longer needed. 
The individuals to contact are Bill Burns 

at 251-978-3440 and Darrell Ochs at 251-
269-9084. 
Every Wednesday morning from 9 a.m. to 

11 a.m., Legion Members ñdrop byò the 
American Legion Building 48. The building 
is located next door to the Lillian Communi-
ty Club, adjacent to the POW/MIA flag. 
Come and join us for a cup of coffee or a so-
da, and enjoyable conversation. 

 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the Lillian Community Club 
Hall. Come and join us and become one of the mil-
lions of Legionnaires still serving. 

Lillian  

American  
Legion Post 48 

  

By Dŀȅ [Φ tȅƭŜ 

1st Vice  
President 

  

  

 

Lillian Legion Thanks All For Fundraiser Success; Happy Mothers Day 

MAY 1, 2026 

The announcement came Satur-
day night as the spring festival 
wrapped up. 
Elberta Community Partners 

Board Chairman Seth Fuller said 
the nonprofit will continue the 
long standing mission of support-
ing the fire department and local 
organizations, while also expand-
ing its reach. 
ñThrough things like benevo-

lence initiatives, fundraisers, 
things like thaté We like to do 
beautification projects with the 
help of the rest of the community 
and just help out wherever we 
can,ò Fuller said. 
Why the Change? 
The shift comes as the volun-

teer fire department now employs 
at least one paid staff member. 
That change makes the depart-

ment eligible for public safety 
grants but prevents it from fund-
raising as a municipal entity. With 
Elbertaôs rapid residential growth 
and rising emergency call volume, 
Fuller said the department needed 
to evolve. 
ñWe have lots of subdivisions 

coming in and our call volume, of 
course, goes up,ò he said. ñIt be-
came very clear that to serve the 
community in a proper way, we 
need to have paid staff.ò 
Festival Experience Expected to 
Stay the Same 
Despite the organizational 

change, Fuller emphasized that 
festival goers should not expect 
noticeable differences. 
ñItôs all the same people,ò he 

said. ñThe board for the sausage 
festival is actually the board for 
Elberta Community Partners. The 
festival will now become an event 

under Elberta Community Part-
ners, and we do have other events 
that we are working on as well.ò 
Among those new efforts is a 

planned block party style event 
the night before Octoberôs festival, 
tentatively named ñBlocktoberfest.ò 
ñThis is an organization for the 

community, not just an unofficial 
arm of town. We are completely 
separate,ò Fuller said. 

*** 
More information about Elber-

ta Community Partners can be 
found on the organizationôs web-
site and social media channels.  

(SAUSAGE FROM  PAGE 1) 
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Maryôs Shelter Gulf Coast has taken another step forward in the goal 
to help homeless pregnant women. The first home in Maryôs Village for 
independent living was opened recently in Elberta, the first of three that 
will be available to women who have completed their time in Maryôs 
Haven where they receive housing as well as counseling to help the resi-
dents set goals for their future. 
The first house has been named Moody House after the family who 

donated the funds for the building construction. Future homes will be 
named Rodgers and Barnett. While living at the home, the resident will 
pay a monthly rent, half of which will be kept in an escrow account that 
will be available when she leaves after two years, giving her a sizable 
amount for a down payment on her own home.  
For information about Maryôs Shelter, Maryôs Haven and Maryôs Vil-

lage go to www.maryssheltergulfcoast.org. 

Call Julie at  

703-217-2874 

to place your 

ad  in  

The Lillian! 

The  

Lillian  

  
  

 See our reviews  
on Next-door  *    Licensed 

 
 

251-504-0457  

251-236-2116 

Master Plumber/Gas Fitter 

First of Three óMaryôs Villageô Homes Debuts With Blessing 

Lillian Garden Club Invites All; Hosts 
Spring Luncheon May 4 at Wolf Bay 

 

The Lillian Garden Club, with open attendance to all, meets 
on the first Monday of the month at 1 p.m. at the Lillian Recre-
ational Park conference room from September through May. 
The Club will hold its Annual Spring Luncheon on May 4, 
2026 at 11:30 a.m. at Wolf Bay Restaurant in Foley. Please 
contact Robin Newell, 402-677-3944 for a reservation for the 

luncheon. Please join the  

Facebook group Lillian's Garden Grows for  

additional gardening opportunities and program  
updates. 

Mobile Archdiocese Archbishop Mark Rivituso recently blessed the first 
home in Mary's Village. Eventually three homes will be available to women 
who have aged out of Mary's Haven, a home for homeless pregnant women 
who choose life for their unborn child. With the Archbishop are Fr. Kundu, 
left, and Fr. David Carucci.  
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As we move through the month of May here in Lillian, Alabama, the 
coastal breeze seems to carry more than just the scent of spring; it brings a 
beautiful progression of faith, love, and remembrance as we celebrate four pro-
found moments: Motherôs Day, The Day of Pentecost, Memorial Day, and 
Trinity Sunday. 
On May 10, we focus on the Heart of a Mother. We honor the women who 

first showed us the meaning of unconditional love. A motherôs care is often our 
first earthly glimpse of Godôs own nurturing heart. Whether through a quiet 
prayer, a shared meal, or a steady hand, mothers reflect the patience and "deep 
love" that sustain our families here in Lillian. 
On May 24, we celebrate The Day of Pentecost, the official birthday of the 

Church. It is the historic day when the Church received the Fire of the Holy 
Spirit that equips us to replace our fear with boldness, giving us the courage 
and the right words to share Godôs love with others. Like a "refinerôs fire," it 
purifies our hearts, burning away old habits and refining our character to be 
more like Christ. Pentecost provides us with supernatural energy and specific 
spiritual gifts, which enable us to help, lead, and care for our neighbors in ways 
we couldnôt do on our own. We remember the day the Holy Spirit descended 
like tongues of fire, empowering believers to speak across boundaries the mes-
sage of New Life and Resurrection Power. 
On May 25, with grateful hearts, we Honor the Sacrifice of the Fallen on 

Memorial Day. While other holidays celebrate those who served, this day is set 
aside to honor those who never came home. That weight is felt in our acknowl-
edgement that our daily liberties were "bought" by the lives of others. It is a 
day that shifts our focus from personal liberty to communal gratitude. This day 
calls us to a different kind of solemnity. We rightly pause to honor those who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. Their selflessness reminds us of the 
biblical truth that "greater love has no one than this: to lay down oneôs life for 
oneôs friends." 
On May 31, we end the month Celebrating the Holy Mystery of the Trini-

tyðGod the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spiritðon Trinity Sun-
day. This is a day to marvel at the mystery of our "one God in three persons." It 
teaches us that at the center of the universe there is a relationship, a perfect uni-
ty that we are all invited to join. The Trinity is our way of experiencing the one 
true God that created us, became one with us, laying down His life and defeat-
ing sin and death through Jesus, and never leaving or forsaking us through the 
presence of His Holy Spirit. God our creator, redeemer, and sustainer is with us 
always. 
If we look for a common thread through these four days, we find it in the 

words of Jesus in John 15. He speaks of a love that nurtures, a sacrifice that 
saves, and a Spirit that connects us to the Father. Whether we are honoring a 
motherôs hug, a soldierôs service, or the mystery of the Divine, we are ultimate-
ly celebrating the same thing: a God who loved us enough to stay with us, in 
every form and every season. From the love of a mother and the sacrifice of 
our heroes to the power of the Spirit and the unity of the Trinity, may this sea-
son remind you that you are never alone. In John 15:12-13, 26 Jesus tells 
us, "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends... When the Advo-
cate comes, whom I will send to you from the Fatherðthe Spirit of truth who 
goes out from the Fatherðhe will testify about me." 
We invite you to join us at Lillian Methodist Church as we celebrate these 

milestones together during our Sunday morning worship services at 8 or 10 
AM, May 10 for Motherôs Day, May 24 as we celebrate The Day of Pentecost 
and remember the fallen on Memorial Day weekend, and May 31 on Trinity 
Sunday.  

 

The Methodist 
Message 

 

By Rev. Daniel 
Randall 

 
 

Love,  
Sacrifices & 
The Spirit 
That Binds Us 
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The month of May which includes Memorial Day seems a fitting month 
to remember the story of the Four Chaplains, military chaplains of different 
traditions, who all died while rescuing civilian and military personnel as 
the American ship SS Dorchester sank on February 3, 1943, in one of the 
worst sea disasters of World War II.  
The Dorchester, civilian liner, had been converted to transport military 

personnel across the ocean. The ship left New York on January 23, 1943, 
en-route to Greenland, carrying approximately 900 personnel as part of a 
convoy of three ships escorted by smaller Coast Guard Cutters During the 
early morning hours of February 3, the vessel was torpedoed by 
the German submarine U-223 off Newfoundland in the North Atlantic. The 
four chaplains helped the other soldiers board lifeboats and gave up their 
own life jackets when the supply ran out. At the end, the four chaplains 
joined arms, said prayers, and sang hymns as they went down with the 
ship. 
The impact of the chaplains' story was deep, with many memorials and 

extensive coverage in the media. Each of the four chaplains was posthu-
mously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and the Purple Heart. The 
chaplains were nominated for the Medal of Honor, but were ineligible as 
they had not engaged in combat with the enemy. Instead, Congress created 
a medal for them, with the same weight and importance as the Medal of 
Honor.  
The relatively new chaplains all held the rank of first lieutenant. They 

included Methodist minister the Reverend George L. 
Fox; Reform Rabbi Alexander D. Goode, PhD; Catholic priest Father John 
P. Washington; and Reformed Church in America minister the Rever-
end Clark V. Poling. Their backgrounds, personalities, and denominations 
were different. They met at the Army Chaplains School at Harvard Univer-
sity, where they prepared for assignments in the European theater, sailing 
on board Dorchester to report. 
The Dorchester had been a 5,649 ton civilian liner, 368 feet long with a 

52-foot beam and a single funnel, originally built in 1926 by Newport 
News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, for the Merchants and Miners 
Line, operating ships from Baltimore to Florida, carrying both freight and 
passengers.  The ship was converted for military service as troop 
transport operated by Atlantic, Gulf & West Indies Steamship 
Lines allocated to United States Army requirements. The conversion was 
done in New York by the Atlantic, Gulf, and West Indies (AGWI) SS 
Company, and included additional lifeboats and life rafts; guns (a 3-inch 
gun forward, a 4-inch gun aft, and four 20 mm guns); and changes to the 
large windows in the pilot house so that they would be reduced to slits to 
afford more protection.  Originally designed for 314 civilian passengers 
and 90 crew, she was able to carry slightly more than 900 military passen-
gers and crew.  

Dorchester left New 
York on Jan. 23, 1943, 
en-route to Greenland, 
carrying the four chap-
lains and approximately 
900 others, as part of a 
convoy of three ships 
(SG-19 convoy). Most of 
the military personnel 
were not told the ship's 
ultimate destination.  The ship's captain, Hans J. Danielsen, had been alert-
ed that sonar had detected a German submarine. Because German U-boats 
were monitoring sea lanes and had attacked and sunk ships earlier during 
the war, Captain Danielsen had already placed the ship's crew on a state of 
high alert even before he received that information, ordering the men to 
sleep in their clothing and keep their life jackets on. Many soldiers sleeping 
deep in the ship's hold disregarded the order because of the engine's heat. 
Others ignored it because the life jackets were uncomfortable. 

 

 

During the early morning hours of February 3, 1943, at 12:55 am, the 
vessel was torpedoed which knocked out the electrical system, leaving the 
ship dark. Panic set in among the men on board, many trapped below 
decks. The chaplains sought to calm the men and organize an orderly evac-
uation of the ship, and helped guide wounded men to safety. As life jackets 
were passed out to the men, the supply ran out before each man had one. 
The chaplains removed their own life jackets and gave them to others. 
They helped as many men as they could into lifeboats, and then linked 
arms and, saying prayers and singing hymns, went down with the ship.  
One survivor said, ñAs I swam away from the ship, I looked back. The 

flares had lighted everything. The bow came up high and she slid under. 
The last thing I saw, the Four Chaplains were praying for the safety of the 
men. They had done everything they could. I did not see them again. They 
themselves did not have a chance without their life jackets.ò 
Several times throughout Christian and Jewish scripture there is reference 

to loving family, friend and neighbor. The Book of Proverbs says, 17:17 ñA 
friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.ò And 
Jesus said in John 15:13 ñGreater love has no one than this: to lay down oneôs 
life for oneôs friends.ò The Four Chaplains friends to each other since Chap-
lain training school but they did not know the 900 other souls on the ship, yet 
they sacrificed their life jackets and thus their very lives so that others might 
live.  
 If you want to know about more servants of the Church and our country or 

any aspect of the Christian faith, come visit us Episcopal Church of the Ad-
vent. Sunday Service is 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome.  

Honor the 4 Military Chaplains Who Died Rescuing Those Aboard the SS Dorchester 

 
 

Moving 

Forward 
By Rev. 

Tina Lockett 

 

& 

 

 

ONLINE orders crazyhorsecafe.dimeblast.com 

7 am ï7 pm 
TO GO orders crzyhorscafe.dimeblast.com 

& 
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Visit the Baldwin County Animal 

Shelter County Road 49, 

Summerdale, AL 36580  

251-972-6834 

CARLEY 

LORILEI 

FLINTSTONE INDIE 

ANGEL 

TOBY 

  

READY FOR ADOPTION NOW! 
Baldwin County Animal Shelter 

bcas@baldwincountyal.gov 
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Consider this scenario: A teacher of 30 years and mother of three passes 
away at age 58. She leaves behind a modest home, a retirement account and 
cherished family heirlooms ï but no estate plan. Her children, still grieving, 
find themselves navigating a confusing probate process, disagreeing about 
when to sell the house and considering who gets their grandmother's ring. 
This mom wasn't wealthy by most measures, but her lack of planning 

created confusion, conflict and uncertainty at a time when her family need-
ed clarity. Her story reminds us of an important truth: estate planning is 
about easing conflict and making sure what you have goes where you want 
it to go.  
As you think about your own legacy, consider these myths that can lead 

to costly mistakes and unintended outcomes. 
Myth 1: Estate planning is only for wealthy people. The desire to make 

things easier for loved ones has nothing to do with net worth. Formally 
documenting your wishes reduces the burden on family members and gives 
you control. Without a plan, your state's laws will decide how your estate is 
handled, and you may not like what those laws say. 
Myth 2: Having a will is all you need. While a will is important, it only 

takes effect after death. That means it offers no protection if you become 
incapacitated and cannot make decisions for yourself. It does, however, 
allow you to name legal guardians for dependent children. 
The foundation of most estate plans includes a will (which directs asset 

distribution), a financial power of attorney (for financial decisions), a 
health care power of attorney (for medical decisions), and a medical di-
rective (to share your end of life wishes). While not everyone needs a trust, 
there are several that allow you to make special provisions, such as for mi-

nor children, a special needs family 
member or even a cherished pet. 
Consulting with a financial advisor 
and an estate planning attorney can 
help determine the right combination 
based on your situation. 
Myth 3: Equal distribution is al-

ways fair. Itôs likely that the individ-
uals in your estate plan, especially if 
they are adult children, have differ-
ent family and financial situations. 
You may have one child whoôs ex-
tremely successful financially while 
another is struggling. Or you may 
have assets, such as a house or own-
ership of a family business, that are 
more suitable for one beneficiary than another. It's important to consider 
any unique circumstances as you develop your estate plan. 
Myth 4: I can set it and forget it. You'll want to review your estate plan 

every few years or when a major life event occurs. Life is full of changes, 
such as marriages, divorces, new children and relocations, and they will 
likely impact your goals. Reviewing your plan helps keep everything 
aligned with your wishes and serves as a reminder to keep your beneficiar-
ies on all your assets up to date.  
Ultimately, estate planning is about helping ensure your voice is heard 

and your loved ones cared for, no matter what the future holds. 

Financial 

Focus 
By Jason Kozon 

of Edward Jones 

Financial 

Focus 
By Chantz  

Blackmon  

Four Estate Planning Myths That Could Cost Your Family 
 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
Advertise here for just $15 a month 

for up to 40 words. Discounts offered for 

ads that run 3, 6 or 12 months. Must ad-

here to our classified ad format and does 

not include photos. Call Julie McManus 

at 703-217-2874. 

SERVICES 
LOCAL PET CARETAKER: Perdido Pets is 

your hometown and reliable choice for your 

petõs care! Call Lee for rates and quotes 

901-568-6491.  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

ROOFING, WOOD, TREE TRIMMING, RE-

MOVALS Roofing, minor repairs, new/used 

wood, tree limb trimming, removals. 850-

426-8015.  

 

 CHIT CHAT 
Chit Chat is a column for you. Take this op-

portunity to brag a little, share a little, and have 
fun with birthdays, anniversaries, vacations, 
grandchildren, and family visits. 
Happy birthday wishes in May go out to Ed-

die Hoggle, Jeff Jordan, Johnny Barbato, Enid 
Cooper, Barbara Hinson, Ben and Will McNeill, 
Ben Williams, Nick Lichliter, Wilma Spivey, 
Earl Dickson, Lee Hoffman, Carmen Greene, 
Samantha Lichliter, Dylan Curl, Adele Hart-
man, Jerry Langford, Charlie Spivey, Tina 
Kociban, Jim Vargo, Karen Messerli, Dottie 

Weaver, Terry Armit, Bob Carmichael, Sharoyn 
Linde, Luellen Sutton, Ruby Del Cox, Jacob 
Paul, Lind Harrison, James Eldredge Jr., Nor-
man Taylor, Sandy Cowie, Sandra Lyon, Donna 
Hinds, Jean Champagne, Blanch Crandall, 
Charles Bingle, David Mitchell and  Ben and 
Will McNeill, Margie Whittle, Julie Mauer. 
Celebrating wedding anniversaries in May 

are Joanie and Ed Saunders 52 years, Ron and 
Pat Morris 1965, Bruce and Virginia Allen 1971, 
Traci and Shannon Price 2000, Celeste and 
Richard Champion 2005, Jennifer and Chuck 

Canaday 2008. 
*** 

 
If you would like to add or delete information 

from the Chit Chat column, please email 
lillianeditor@yahoo.com, mail it to The Lillian, 
P.O. Box 1088, Lillian, 36549.  
You may also place a note in our folder at 

Lillian Perdido Bay Library, 34081 Ickler Ave., 
Lillian, AL 36549. 
The deadline for the June 2024 issue of The 

Lillian is May 22.   
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& MORE INC. 

Call Julie at  

703-217-2874 

to place your ad                      

in The Lillian! 

The  

Lillian  
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Edwina Merline óAunt Beanô Petrich, 

Lillian, VFW Auxiliary Member 

Henry Paul Burkhardt, Jr., age 74, of Elberta, Ala-
bama, passed away peacefully on March 5, 2026. 
Born on Oct. 15, 1951, Henry lived a life marked by 
dedication, warmth, and self. 
For over 40 years he worked as a construction 

worker, specializing in drywall and more, demonstrat-
ing his incredible work ethic and commitment to his 
craft. He took great pride in providing for his family, 
and his proudest accomplishment was raising his two 
children on his own, a testament to his strength and 
devotion as a father. 
Henry was known for his kind spirit and easygoing nature. He brought joy to 

everyone around him, particularly through his legendary gumbo, which became a 
cherished memory for many who had the pleasure of enjoying it.  
He is survived by his son, Christopher H. Burkhardt, and daughter, Jennifer 

Michelle Burkhardt. He is also survived by his sister, Patricia Parker, and her 
family, who will carry his memory forward. He joins his beloved parents in eter-
nal rest; his father, Henry Burkhardt Senior, and mother, Mary Burkhardt. 
A visitation was held on March 9, at Foley Chapel,. 

Mrs. Edwina Merline "Aunt Bean" 
Petrich, age 90, passed away Monday, 
March 9, 2026 at her home in Lillian. 
Mrs. Petrich was born in Frisco City, 

was a former resident of Pensacola, 
Fla., had been a resident of Lillian 
since 1991 and was a member of the 
VFW Ladies' Auxiliary. 
Preceded in death by her parents, 

James Orbie Mosley and Luvert Mat-
chett Mosley; and a brother, Billy 
James Mosley. 
Survivors include: two nephews, James Mitchell Mosley and 

Kate Lewis and Ronald Duane (Keely) Mosley; a great-nephew, 
Cody Michael Mosley and Alyanna Hale; a great-niece, Courtney 
Michelle Mosley and Nick Hurst; a sister-in-law, Pam Mosley; 
Kimberly Sabel and Emma Coker; along with many cousins and 
friends. 
Graveside services were held Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 2 p.m. 

at Oak Grove Lighthouse Cemetery in Frisco City, Ala. Visitation 
took place at Monroe Chapel Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make a contribution 

to any charity of your choice. 
Pallbearers were Mike Daniel McGilberry, Mitch Mosley, Ron-

nie Mosley, Cody Mosley and Nick Hurst. Honorary pallbearer was 

Cecil Matchett. 

Please share your condolences online by signing Mrs. Petrich's 

guestbook 

Joseph Carl Durante, a beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather, brother, and 
friend, passed away surrounded by the 
love of his family. He was the devoted 
husband of Laurie Durante (Meberg) and 
a proud father to Danielle Medolla 
(Durante) and her husband Robert 
Medolla, and Amanda Mazzola 
(Durante) and her husband Vincent Maz-
zola. 
    Joseph was a cherished grandfather to 
Robert, Christopher Paul Medolla, and Gabriella Mazzola, who 
brought him immense pride and joy. 
     He is also survived by his loving sister, Susan Monaco, and his 
nieces and nephews: Jacqueline; Catherine and her husband George; 
and Anthony and his wife Laura. He was a proud great-uncle to Dan-
iel, Caitlin, Julianna, and Olivia. 
     A native of Brooklyn, New York, Joseph often shared stories of 
growing up with the famous Coney Island Cyclone practically in his 
backyard. Those memories of old-time New York stayed with him 
throughout his life and were stories he loved to tell to anyone willing 
to listen. 
    Joseph dedicated 38 years of service to the New York City De-
partment of Transportation before retiring. In 2018, he and his wife 
Laurie relocated to Lillian, Alabama, where he enjoyed a quieter 
pace of life. 
     He was a lifelong fan of the New York Yankees and enjoyed col-
lecting stamps and coins. Joseph also loved gardening and could of-
ten be found searching for treasures while thrifting with his grandson 
Paul. 
     Known for his vibrant personality, Joseph brought energy into 
every room he entered. He never met a stranger and had a gift for 
conversation, always ready to share a story, a laugh, or a memory 
from his New York days. 
  Joseph will be remembered for his warmth, humor, and the joy 

he brought to those around him. He leaves behind a legacy of love, 
family, and countless stories that will continue to be shared for gen-
erations. 
    A Celebration of Life took place Saturday, March 14 at 11 a.m. at 
Eternal Life Church in Lillian, Alabama. Family and friends were 
invited to attend and celebrate Josephôs life and the memories he 
shared with so many. 
    ñHe was affectionally called Papa and Papa Joe by all.ò 

SEND DEATH NOTICES TO : 
LILLIANEDITOR@YAHOO.COM 

Joseph Carl Durante, Lillian, Lifelong 

Devoted Fan of the New York Yankees 

Henry Paul Burkhardt, Jr., 74, Elberta 
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LAW DAY 
The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay honored men 

and women from Baldwin County law enforcement at 
the annual Law Day celebration in Lillian. Officers of 
the Year Nicholas Meshall of the Spanish Fort Police 
Department was rewarded for his heroic and selfless 
life-saving action without fear or hesitation in ful-
filling his duties. David Tetseau from the Baldwin 
County Sheriffôs Department received his award for 
his personal obligation to fellow law enforcement of-
ficers.  
Citizens of the Year were Katy Doyle, Elberta High 

School student; Haley Stewart, School Aid and Calley 
Davis, teacher.  
Other nominees for Office of the Year are Deputy 

Joseph Hughes and K-9 Artie, Sgt. Richard Gingras 
and Investigator Luke Cowan, Baldwin County Sher-
iffôs Office; Officer Josh Loiola and Detective Paul 
Blakely, Daphne Police Department.  
Also, Officer Timothy Cooper, Elberta Police Department; 

Investigator Drake Rollins, Fairhope Police Department; Of-
fice Ian Levandoski, Foley Police Department; Lt. Lisa Au-
gustin, Orange Beach Police Department; Senior Trooper 
Nickolas Thompson, Alabama State Troopers, Investigator 
Paul Overstreet, Robertsdale Police Department.  
In addition to the three Citizens of the Year, Caily Seale, 

Baldwin County Department of Human Resources and Nadia 
Taylor, Daphne Police Department were also nominated. 
College scholarships were presented to relatives of active 

or retired law enforcement officers. Presented with a Richard 
Humphrey Memorial Scholarship were Caroline Downey, 
who will attend Mississippi College; Conor Fagan, Auburn; 
Emmy Johnson, Mississippi State; Leila Lee, University of 
Alabama; Violet Morin, University of Alabama, Birmingham 
and Blackley Peterson, Auburn University. 
The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay presented scholarships 

to John Manning from Robertsdale High School who will 
attend Auburn University and Josie McKenzie, Fairhope Sen-
ior who will attend Samford University. 
Assistant Director of Admissions at University of South 

Alabama Trey Johnson joined the group by naming Shelton 
Claire Ledlow for a scholarship.  

Deputy Nicholas Meshell 

USA Scholarship 

Officer David Tetreau 

Richard Humphrey Scholarship 

Citizens of the Year 

 Officer of the Year Nominees 

Get Ready for a Summer  of Fun; Lillian Recreational Park Announces 2026 Activities  
The Lillian Recreational Park is turning up the excitement this summer with an exciting 

lineup of outdoor movies, local markets, and community events designed to bring people to-
gether all summer long. 
From relaxing outdoor movie nights to arts and crafts markets to community festivals, this 

yearôs lineup highlights the best of community spirit and offers something for everyone to en-
joy. 
Outdoor Movie & Music Nights: Families can enjoy free, family-friendly movies on the 

first Friday of the month, beginning in June. This yearôs movies are Jurassic World: Rebirth 
(June); ET, the Extraterrestrial (September); Toy Story 5 (October); and the Wizard of Oz 
(November). (There are no movies in July and August.) Bring blankets and lawn chairs and 
enjoy an unforgettable evening under the stars. There will be live music as well. Concessions 
will be available. 
Mahjong and Bingo: Come make new friends and play mahjong every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 

and be sure to bring your quarters to Bingo at 6 p.m. on May 12 and at 1 p.m. on May 28. 

Arts and Crafts Markets: Shop local at the markets on the third Saturday of each month. 
Featuring handmade goods, baked treats, and unique crafts from area vendors, thereôs some-
thing for everyone. Live music will add to the festive atmosphere, making it a perfect outing 
for all ages. 
Signature Summer Events: Two special events will take place in the Park this summer: 
Splash Fest on August 15. The Splash Fest, held in partnership with the Lillian Fire Depart-

ment, provides a fun afternoon of water-based activities. From dunk tanks to fire hoses, to wa-
ter balloons and a foam pit (thereôs even a puddle patch for the little ones), we guarantee a great 
(and wet!) time. 
ñThis season is all about creating opportunities for people to connect and enjoy everything 

the Park has to offer,ò said Lucy Smith, LRP board president. ñWhether youôre watching a 
movie with your family, shopping at the markets, or just having fun at one of our events, 
thereôs something for everyone. Come and check it out!ò 
All events are open to the public and free of charge. 
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EACH FULL MOON RISES CLOSE TO SUNSET TIME; IN MAY ON   

DAYS 1 TO 2,  LOOK 116 DEGREES SOUTH EAST 

 

Celestial Events - May 2026 From NASA, NOAA  

 

The month of May 2026 features several notable celestial 
events, bookended by two full moonsða rare occurrence 
that results in a "Blue Moon."  

Key Astronomical Events in May 2026 

¶ May 1: Full Flower Moon The first full moon of the 
month reaches its peak at 17:24 UTC. Traditionally known 
as the Flower Moon, it marks the time when spring flowers 
bloom in abundance across the Northern Hemisphere. 

¶ May 2: Asteroid Vesta at Opposition The aster-
oid Vesta will be at its brightest and most visible for the en-
tire year. While it may still require binoculars or a telescope 
for clear viewing, it will be easier to spot in dark skies. 

¶ May 5ï6: Eta Aquariid Meteor Shower Peak One of the 
year's best meteor showers, produced by debris 
from Halley's Comet, peaks during the late night of May 5 
and the early morning of May 6. 

o Visibility: It is strongest in the Southern Hemisphere (up 
to 40-50 meteors per hour), but viewers in the Northern 
Hemisphere can still see a decent display of about 10-30 me-
teors per hour low in the eastern sky just before dawn. 

o Conditions: A waning gibbous moon will be roughly 75-
84% full during the peak, which may obscure some of the 
fainter meteors. 

o May 12ï13 & May 19ï20: Earthshine (Da Vinci Glow) 
These dates offer the best opportunities to see Earthshine, 
where the unlit portion of the crescent moon becomes visible 
due to sunlight reflecting off Earth. 

o May 16: Super New Moon The New Moon occurs 
at 20:03 UTC. This is a "Super New Moon" because it hap-
pens near the moon's closest approach to Earth (perigee). 
This is the best time of the month for deep-sky observation 
of galaxies and star clusters due to the lack of moonlight. 

o May 19: Crescent Moon, Jupiter, and Venus Alignment 
About 30 minutes after sunset, look to the west to see a thin 
waxing crescent moon positioned between 
bright Jupiter (above) and brilliant Venus (below). 

May 31: This will be the yearôs first Full Blue Micromoon 
 The second full moon in May is a Blue Moon. This specific 
one is also a Micromoon, meaning it occurs near the moon's 
farthest point from Earth (apogee) and will appear slightly 
smaller and dimmer than a typical full moon. It reaches its 
full phase at 08:46 UTC  

LOOK FOR BLUE MOON, SUPER MOON, 
EARTHSHINE & METEORS THIS MONTH 

EARTHSHINE 

SUPER MOON 

ETA AQUARIDS METEORS 
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Whatôs a beeôs favorite flower? A bee-gonia. Most people think of a bee 
as the honey making kind, which are typically European honeybees, Apis 
mellifera. There are 20,000 species of bees worldwide! 4,000 of those are 
found in the good ole US of A. Alabama has around five hundred species of 
native bees!  
Mining bees, Anthophora abrupta, also known as the chimney bee or 

miner bee, are smaller than a honey bee, with a stout, furry body. The 
wings are nearly transparent to slightly cloudy with brown-black veins. 
They are often mistaken for bumble bees, who are also black and yellow 
summertime bees. Miner bees are friendly, not aggressive, and typically do 
not sting or bite.  
Despite their small stature, mining bees are especially important to 

flower pollination, especially in the mid-west region of the United States. 
Miner bees range from Texas to Florida and then stretch up the East Coast 
into Canada. What do you call a bee that lives in America? A USB! 
Miner bees begin emerging from early April to late June, depending on 

regions and climate. The males emerge first, followed by the females about 
five days later. There are approximately two males to every female so the 
ladies have lots of choices! Why did the bee get married? Bee-cause she 
found her honey! 
Mating takes place on a flower, and while the females have been ob-

served to mate only once, the males seem to mate with multiple females. (A 
joke here would be too easy!) When she is ready, a female bee looks for a 
suitable nest site.  
Miner bees like to establish their home in well-drained soils. They have 

also been found burrowing between stones of old buildings and between 
logs in cabins or barns. Frequently, female bees dig a tunnel in the soil us-
ing loose earth to construct a chimney-like turret (hence the name chimney 
bee). Thirty percent of bees are solitary bees, who are cavity nesters like 

the miner bee. 
The chimneys average about 8 

cm. in length, though they vary in 
shape, length and direction. The 
turrets are smooth in the interior 
and rough on the outside. On the 
ceiling of the downward facing tur-
rets, there is a characteristic slit that 
may provide ventilation. Scientists 
have theories regarding the purpose 
of the turrets, such as protection from rain or parasites, preventing bur-
rows from being filled by nearby excavations, or as solar heaters. Another 
theory is that these chimneys have a social significance: serving as nest 
recognition, a landmark enticing other females to nest close to one another. 
Nests are often clustered together closely, but females only provide for 
their own nest and future offspring. Miner bees have been known to nest in 
the same location for 
many years. 
When chimney or 

turret construction is 
complete the female 
bees move to con-
structing the tunnels 
and the brood cells. 
The urn-shaped cells 
are scooped into the 
sidewalls of the tunnel 
with about seven cells 
per tunnel. Female 
miner bees will use 
their tongues or their 
abdomens to line their 
tunnel walls with a 
waxy or plasticky 
coating. This waxy/
plasticky secretion is 
created in Dufourôs 
gland, which is only 
found in female bees! 
It was named for a 
French doctor in 1841. 
This substance makes 
the brood cells (egg 
hotels) waterproof and 
safe from excess mois-
ture, fungi, and harm-
ful pathogens! 
A single egg is laid 

in each cell. The fe-
male bee then creates a pollen mixture called a pollen ball. The larvae pro-
ceed to consume the pollen ball and cell lining over the following three 
weeks. After all the cells are occupied with an egg, the female plugs the tun-
nel with packed clay. The nest sites have been conservatively estimated to 
contain as many as five thousand brood cells! What do you call a baby bee? 
A little hum-bug! 
Miner bees collect pollen from a wide range of wildflowers, including 

azaleas, thistles, and evening primroses. This bee is a forage-plant general-
ist in that there isnôt a form of pollen it does not like! It also seeks out many 
important crops including cranberry, tomato, blackberry, asparagus, per-
simmon, clover and raspberry. They are beneficial pollinators! What did 
the bee say to the other bee when they landed on the same flower? Buzz 
off! Both male and female miner forage for their own nectar, which makes 
this species twice as effective pollinator.  
Why do bees buzz? Because they can't whistle! 

The Busiest: A Mining Bee Never Met a Flavor of Pollen it Didnôt Like 

Know Your 

Critters 
By Celeste 

Hadley-Champion 
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EAGLES FROM PAGE 1 
les gave a grant of $3250. 

ñI feel confident this event will grow every year,ò said 

Dave Bergslund, vice president of Eagle Riders. 

ñThey had a beautiful day for a ride. It was only the sec-

ond time we did this and next year will be bigger and bet-

ter,ò he said. 
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