II. There is Hope in Christ:
A.  Rom. 5:6-12 — Christ died for us
B. 2 Cor. 5:11—6:2 — Reconciled through Christ
C. Titus 2:11-12 — Grace of God brought
salvation...instructing us.
D.  Titus 1:1-3 — Hope of eternal life

III. That Hope Can Be Yours:

A.  Jn.3:36; Heb. 5:9 — It requires that the recipient of

the message, obey.

B. Rom. 6:12-18 — To whom will you present
yourself?

C.  Matt. 11:28-30 — “Come...ye shall find rest.

The Bad

1. [11; evil; opposed to good; "a word of general use, denoting
physical defects and moral faults, in men and things; as a
bad man, a bad heart, a bad design, bad air, bad water, bad
books.”

2. Vicious; corrupt; depraved, in a moral sense; as a bad lite;
a bad action (Webster’s 1828).

Ahab

Ahab was a king of Israel. He came from a long line of evil kings
invested in idolatries. Our pick of the litter for the Bad is based
upon the biblical description of him: “And Ahab the son of Omri
did that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah above all that were
before him” (1 Kgs. 16:30). His error was of such magnitude the
scriptures reveal: “But there was none like unto Ahab, who did sell
himself to do that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, whom
Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very abominably in
following idols, according to all that the Amorites

did, whom Jehovah cast out before the children of Israel,” (1 Kgs.
21:25-26).

Nevertheless, of his exploits, let us look into one: Naboth’s
Vineyard.

“And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite
had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab
king of Samaria. And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy
vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near
unto my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it:
or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.
And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee (1 Kgs. 21:1-3).

The rejection of Naboth to Ahab’s offer was so devastating to
Ahab, that he, “came into his house heavy and displeased because
of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he
had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he
laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would
eat no bread” (1 Kgs. 21:4). Ahab “put on a pout,” of which a
couple of young men, in a bible class dubbed Ahab as a “sissy.”

Nevertheless, Ahab’s wife Jezebel, of whom more will be said
later in the article, “wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles
that were in his city, and that dwelt with Naboth. And she wrote in
the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among
the people: and set two men, base fellows, before him, and let
them bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst curse God and
the king. And then carry him out, and stone him to death. And the
men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt in his
city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, according as it was written
in the letters which she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a
fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. And the two men,
the base fellows, came in and sat before him: and the base fellows




bare witness against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of
the people, saying, Naboth did curse God and the king. Then they
carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to death with
stones. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is
dead. And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give thee for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.
And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that
Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite,
to take possession of it” (1 Kgs. 21:8-16).

The consequences of the actions of Ahab and Jezebel: “And the word
of Jehovah came to Eljjah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go down to
meet Ahab king of Israel, who dwelleth in Samaria: behold, he is in
the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to take possession
of it. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, Hast
thou killed and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked the blood
of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab said to
Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, [ have
found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in
the sight of Jehovah. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will
utterly sweep thee away and will cut off from Ahab every man-child,
and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel: and I will
make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like
the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah for the provocation wherewith
thou hast provoked me to anger, and hast made Israel to sin. And of
Jezebel also spake Jehovah, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the
rampart of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall
eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the birds of the heavens eat”
(1 Kgs. 21:17-24). ret
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Gen. 1:1 — Intelligent Creator
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creation
Gen. 1:28 — Intelligent entity

Gen. 2:16-17 — Freedom to choose
Gen. 5:21-24 — Choose good — Fellowship
Choose Evil:

1.
2.

Gen. 3:24 — “So he drove out the man”

59:1-2 — “your iniquities have

separated between you and your God”
Rom. 5:12 — *“so death passed unto all
men, for that all sinned”
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