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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Today is one of those days that I must admit that I was not jumping to get up here and present something to you. I stand up here and actually admit to a lot of defeat during the week. A defeat that carried out into the late hours of Saturday evening and the early hours of this morning. So, if you are out there and confused by this parable and the direction that it has taken then I say you are in fairly good company. Because when this reading was introduced at Pastoral Bible Study on Monday, and from the moment it was broken down, I unfortunately was still lost. I know that I took good notes, and I know that I was open to the message, but it still did not sink in or make any sense for some reason. Then, to top it all off, as if that was not enough, coming home and diving into more research and reading throughout the week still gave me no clear breakthrough. No matter how much I did, all I kept seeing was how much other people struggled with this parable and these concepts as well. So, I too got in that boat and admitted some temporary defeat while adding my name to the list of those in the land of struggle and confusion. I will even further admit that I got to a point that I felt that it was going to be extremely hard to be able to thank you all for having to study this particular Gospel Reading. However, I was not having that, I was not accepting that mindset, as I am indeed thankful for the opportunity to be up here each and every week. As a result, I kept wrestling with this text, I dug my heals in further and read some more and asked for some help. My stubborn self was going to find something for you and I to chew on here today no matter what. So, let’s cast away any feelings of frustration and confusion and let’s explore what “the Parable of the Dishonest Manager, or, perhaps more positively, the Shrewd Steward” (11) has to offer us here. Let’s dig in together and see what God has to offer us as we unearth things here this morning.
So, one thing I know for certain is that this story does not offer or promote being dishonest. Pastor William even reminded me of that when I reached out to him amidst my struggles with writing this sermon. I was actually glad that he made that point even more crystal clear, and put it front and center. With this mindset we actually come to realize that the master commending his dishonest manager can really be taken out of context, and we really need to watch it here because if we take that response to heart then I can see how we could possibly get off on the wrong foot. That is where we need to check our desperation at the door and really dig for the truth that is in this text so that we have something correct to explore and share together. So, we need to pull back, and we need to realize that it does not say that we should be crafty or sly to get ourselves out of a problem. What we are actually called to do is the complete opposite. We are called to admit defeat and come to God for help and guidance. However, we all notice that is not what this dishonest manager actually does. This is not what I did for the majority of this week either. When we attack things with a false sense of pride or even a false sense of self-justification then we actually continue to get in our own way.
What I think is pretty cool, but yet peculiar, is that we even get the dishonest manager’s inner monologue in verses 3 and 4 of our Gospel text this morning. We hear him say, “‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’” There is no confusion that this dishonest manager only cares about himself here as he uses I, my, and me so many times in just these three short sentences. Amidst his panic he tried to get the people on his side so things would not be so bad. He figured that he was no longer going to be making any kind of commissions for collecting debts, so why not just wipe them out and decrease the debts of the people. Just maybe this would change their thoughts towards him, and just maybe they would actually like him somehow. Just maybe his old shoddy practices would be forgiven by some in exchange for this new person and these decreased debts. However, if we really look at this the way it is intended then we come to realize that his crooked ways actually get even more crooked, and that is such a shame. I mean, for someone who said he was not strong enough to dig, he surely was finding a way to dig in and dig in much deeper for sure.
Then, as if there was not enough confusion amidst all of this, we hear the awkward compliment from his former employer. I mean who exactly compliments someone on the way out the door when they have been relieved of their duties? This guy of course! So, if we think about it here, then we come to the very realization that things are even more compounded now. This dishonest manager was getting some kind of awkward credit and praise. So, just maybe he thought he was right after all. Just maybe he thought he was justified in his response. Just maybe he thought he came out on top despite no longer having his job. However, he could not be any further from wrong, and with this false sense of pride and approval generated from his prior employer we never see this dishonest manager once even examine why he got into this position in the first place. We never see him even admit to being wrong at all.
We could dwell on this much longer, but our Gospel Writer and Jesus have a way of carrying us along on and providing no more filler or reasoning. In our alternative story and mindset, we hear about how Jesus wished people of the light were just as, if not craftier with giving away a gift that was given to us all freely. Jesus wishes that the gift we would not have even had if he had not gone to the cross in the first place were given away so masterfully. Now we are really digging in here folks! Now we are really getting to that proverbial meat and potatoes of what this message is truly hinting at here for all of us today. It is getting at those points of radical economy or even counter-cultural mentality that I have talked about a few times over the past few months. Jesus is actually saying that if we did not get so caught up in the earthly stuff; the fortunes, the fame, the money, the things, the credit; then we would be able to truly focus on all of our accounts being rearranged and flipped upside down in a way we could never imagine. A way that we also could never do on our own. Yes, I am getting at some kind of upside down and inside out bookkeeping here. God’s bookkeeping is so entirely different than any of ours. If God really was keeping score, if God was really keeping honest books, if God was really balancing his ledger, we all would fall short and be in the negative time and time again. However, that is not how our Triune God operates. Our debt is wiped free each and every time we come to him with a completely repentant heart and mind. Our accounts are continually reshaped and even increased when we focus on the true mission, the true purpose, and the divine love that He has for us and for each and every single person out there that we come in contact with each and every single day. Christ shows us how to act, and how to keep our books with other people for sure.
So, yes, this story here today shows us several ways of how not to act. It shows us several ways of how to not only rely on self. It even shows us how we can get some false credit, and even be slightly justified or mislead if we have our eyes focused on the wrong things. That is indeed some dangerous ground to be walking on. That is definitely not a place I think either you or I want to be in. So, just how do we take this hard and confusing message here today and translate it into something that empowers us to move forward, that teaches us to do right, and that offers us something wholly and entirely different than the world is willing to offer us?
We do that by looking at and focusing on the house we all are actually managers of. We all are called to serve the house of God. We are actually managers of a house that God has given us the keys too, and if we really think about it, God has even given us the opportunity to make as many copies of that key and hand it out to others as well. God has given us the divine approval to share the wealth of the kingdom with everyone. Yes, that means using money as a tool to help others. Yes, that means using our skills and abilities to help others. Yes, that means dealing love, care, and compassion to everyone and anyone along our path. That is radical, that is counter-cultural, that is even awkward, but it is precisely what our Triune God expects and calls us to each and every single moment of our existence. That is precisely what is being hinted at in our Gospel Reading today. We must put our love for God into one basket, and let all of the tools that we have accumulated over our lives funnel out love, care, and compassion in a way that is unlike any other. Then, as we manage our house correctly, we will be put in charge of more and more so that at the end of time we will hear the commendation just as it is put in Matthew chapter 25 verse 23, “well done good and faithful servant."
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.












Luke 16:1-13 (NRSVUE)
     Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer 
     and then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders 
     why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their stewardship given 
     that they are managers of a far more valuable household.

     1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 
     and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 
     2 So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give 
     me an accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any 
[bookmark: _Hlk209272766]     longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master 
     is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
[bookmark: _Hlk209274150]     ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
     manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his 
     master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
     master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 
     bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much 
     do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
     your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest 
     manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more 
     shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I 
     tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when 
     it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
  
     10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is 
     dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been 
     faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if 
     you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
     your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one 
     and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
     serve God and wealth.”















References & Study Points

(1) Sundays and Seasons
     Preaching
     Year C 2025
     September 21st, 2025
     15th Sunday after Pentecost

(2) BibleGateway.com

(3) The Four Pages of The Sermon
     Revised and Updated
     A Guide to Biblical Preaching
     Paul Scott Wilson
     © 2018
     Abingdon Press

(4) WorkingPreacher.org
     Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
     Money may entangle and corrupt, but it can also be a vehicle for forging 
     relationships that have value
     September 21, 2025
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     John T. Carroll

(5) WorkingPreacher.org
     Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
     Jesus’ admiration for the shrewdness of this generation
     September 18, 2022
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     Kendra A. Mohn

(6) WorkingPreacher.org
     Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
     Luke 16:1-13 is a parable peculiar to Luke’s Gospel.
     September 22, 2019
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     Mitzi Smith

(7) WorkingPreacher.org
     Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
     “Gotta serve somebody,” Bob Dylan sings.1
     September 18, 2016
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     Barbara Rossing

(8) WorkingPreacher.org
     Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
     Any commentator will tell you that this is a difficult text.
     September 22, 2013
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     Lois Malcolm

(9) WorkingPreacher.org
     Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
     Commentators routinely remark that the parable of the Dishonest (Corrupt) Manager 
     stands among the most challenging texts in the New Testament, often regarding it as 
     the most perplexing of Jesus’ parables.
     September 19, 2010
     Commentary on Luke 16:1-13
     Greg Carey

(10) ELCA Blogs
       Faith Lens
       Serving God or Wealth? Wrestling with the Parable of the Dishonest Manager
       September 17, 2025
       Sami Johnson

(11) Luthermatrix
       The blog of a lutheran pastor, writer, and political animal.
       Thursday, September 18, 2025
       Jesus, the Risky Squanderer
       Chris Halverson

(12) SermonCentral.com
       16 Pentecost C
       Contributed by Roger Haugen on Nov 28, 2017
       Scripture: Luke 16:1-13
       Denomination: Lutheran
       Summary: Jesus invites us to be shrewd in our efforts to spread the gospel, and    
       extravagant in our praise of God.
       16 Pentecost C Luke 16:1-13 23 September 2001

(13) SermonCentral.com
       The Shrewd Manager
       Contributed by Martin Ellgar on Nov 28, 2017
       Scripture: Luke 16:1-13
       Denomination: Lutheran




(14) Sermon Archive on my Thumb Drive
       9/18/22
       Shrewdness Can Go A Long Way
       Luke 16:1-13
       Vince Piekarski

(15) Mindset and Feedback
       Parable, Sermon, and Preaching
       Pastor William Hodgetts
Piekarski 18

