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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Air on the G String,” by J.S. Bach

Call to Worship

Randy Foster

Leader: Gather to give thanks with your whole heart.
Rejoice in God’s love and faithfulness.
People: We will sing of the ways of our God.
We pour out our thanks to God Most High.
Leader: God answers us when we call.
Our Creator increases our strength of soul.
People: Great is the glory of our God!
We rejoice in God’s steadfast love.
Leader: Wait for God and hope in God’s Word.
Open your hearts to the holy presence in our midst.
People: Our ears are attentive to the voice of God.
We open our lives to God’s direction.
Hymn Great is Your Faithfulness
Gathering Prayer
Our souls wait for you, O God. Our ears are attentive to your word. We hope for a clear
understanding of your will for us. Let this time of meeting draw us together in unity, with a
sense of direction and purpose for our church and our individual lives. Renew us within so
that nothing we face around us can undermine our faith or cause us to despair. Claim us all as
sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ, and help us to reflect this kinship in all we do and say.
Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture Readings
1 Cor 1:18-25

Randy Foster

18

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
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“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
Mark 3:20-35

Rosemary Dawson

Then he went home; 20 and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21 When
his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for they were saying, “He has gone out of his
mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler
of the demons he casts out demons.”
23
And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against
itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and
plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
28
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal
sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and
sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33 And he replied, “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” 34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
Special Music

“Here I Am to Worship,”
Tim Hughes, Arr. Carol Tornquist

Sermon
“Crazy”
Have you ever been accused of being crazy? Have you ever wondered, maybe after doing something
dumb, if you really are crazy? Have you ever thought, or called, someone else crazy? Well, you are
not alone. Today as we read in Scripture, it seems crazy is par for the course.
Jesus’ ministry has begun with amazing work and distinction. He was drawing crowds of people, but
also some worry. His family gets wind of all that’s happening and they go after him- maybe hoping to
talk some sense into him, maybe to ‘get him under control’, but definitely they were saying to each
other “he’s lost his senses, he’s out of his mind” – in other words “He’s crazy!” (“And by the way, you
people really shouldn’t be listening to him”.)
But to be fair to Jesus’ family, what else could they think? It seems there was no other way for them to
understand Jesus’ behavior since he had been baptized by John; running into the desert to fast and
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pray, coming out of the desert shouting “the kingdom of God has come!”, rebuking demons, touching
lepers, healing the sick, calling paralytics to walk, claiming God’s power to forgive, befriending tax
collectors, prostitutes and all sorts of riff-raff. What would any ‘normal person’ think?
But worse than what the average Joe thought was what the ‘power people’ might do. And the
authorities responded quickly and ruthlessly. An entourage of scribes, appointed by the Jerusalem
temple, make a speedy trip to intervene and stop this foolishness. And their words are much harsher
than Jesus’ kin. “He’s not just crazy, he’s possessed, he’s in league with the devil. He’s using the
power of Satan to do exorcisms.” This is insane (“and you people who are so enamored with him, your
eternal soul is in serious jeopardy.”)
Wow, that is nasty, and dangerous, and truly crazy. But Jesus is not just going to stand by and let that
madness stand. Oh no, he steps right up and names the craziness of it all. “Really? How can Satan
get rid of Satan? Is Satan leading a rebellion against himself? Seriously? That’s crazy! It would be
like a civil war, or a family in an unyielding feud – it would self-destruct. Satan destroying Satan?
That’s sure to end badly for Satan.
And Jesus doesn’t just end his comments by exposing that absurd argument, no he goes for the jugular
– and tells them what is not crazy. ‘When someone is able to overcome a strong man then all he
possesses is looted.’ The scribes are crazy enough to accuse Jesus of being demon-possessed, but if
Satan is that strong man, then Jesus is stronger still, and he has the ‘booty’ to prove it - in lives healed,
sins forgiven, hope embraced, and community restored. This is not a satanic fraud. No! This is coming
of the kingdom of God.
It’s not just crazy to see all this and call it evil, it’s damn dangerous. Jesus gives a stern warning to his
accusers about blaspheming the Holy Spirit, an unforgiveable sin. To defame the work Christ is doing
by the power of the Holy Spirit is to scorn the Spirit of God. And to curse the Holy Spirit; well, that’s a
curse you cannot shake. You cannot receive God’s mercy if you cannot recognize God’s mercy- if all
you can see is a perversion in God work and God’s character. It’s just too far gone, too crazy.
Yet there are those people who are not crazy, or maybe just crazy enough to see through the madness.
These folks are the ones who are gathered around the Christ, who eagerly embrace the promise, who
welcome the work, who share in laboring for God’s reign. They are no stranger to Christ, they are his
family and his friends. They are Christ’s true brothers and sisters, they are the children of God.
It was a contentious moment, a confrontation of all we think and assume, of what we claim and refute.
And the only question that remains, for all who have heard the argument, is ‘just what kind of crazy
are you?’
Amen.
Hymn

Dear God, Embracing Humankind vs 1, 2, 4

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
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gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you, please contact pastor
Rosemary or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Wondrous God, we are awed by your love and mercy towards us. We thank you for the crazy love
and outrageous life of Jesus Christ, and for the incomprehensible work of your Spirit among us.
With a foolhardy faith, we come before you now seeking to live according your will.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Open our eyes that we may perceive your
power and presence, and strength our faith and trust in your truth and wisdom. Guide us in our
discernment and in our discipleship to that we may serve you faithfully in our ministry to your
world.
We pray for all the leaders of our world. Grant that they may rightly judge the power they hold and
genuinely pursue your ways of justice and peace. And we pray for all who need your mercy today.
May the troubled your peace, the confused your guidance, the forlorn your hope, and the weary
your strength. Grant also your healing to all the ill, your comfort to the grieving, and your aid to the
needy. We especially lift up…. and we thank you for …. And we ask for your strength and blessing
as we seek to care for all our neighbors, near and far.
We praise you, Glorious God, for the depths of your mercy and the abundance of your grace
towards us, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
Offering
When we open our eyes, we see the faithful goodness of God who blesses us beyond measure.
When we open our hearts, we recognize those in need as worthy of compassion and care. When we
recognize the amazing grace of Jesus Christ, we understand our place in the continuing the work of
God. Each one of us has talents to share and resources to invest in making Christ known. Let us
dedicate our offerings in faith.
Thank you, O God, for your faithfulness. We bring these gifts and our lives to honor you and to do
the work you call us to do. Fulfill your purpose for this church that we may become true kindred of
Christ. Strengthen our hearts and empower our witness as we reach out to help others and welcome
them with your grace. Help us to accomplish your holy will. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
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Communion
Hymn
Jesus The Joy of Loving Hearts
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
Consecration and Service
Prayer of Gratitude
Hymn “You Are the Way”
Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
being filled with joy, and giving thanks to God who has made it possible for us to share
in what he has promised to his people in the kingdom of …his dear Son. Colossians 1:11b-13 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

Postlude

“What Wondrous Love is This,”
from Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835.
Setting by John Carter

****
Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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