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Globally Recognized  Editor-in-Chief: Azeem A. Quadeer, M.S., P.E.

SEPTEMBER 2024  Vol 15, Issue 9 Former Republican 
Vice President Dick 
Cheney says he’ll 
vote for Harris
Former Vice President Dick Cheney, one of 
the most prominent Republicans in the last 
half-century, announced Friday will be cross-
ing party lines this election and voting for Vice 
President Kamala Harris, contending former 
President Donald Trump “can never be trusted 
with power again.”

“In our nation’s 248-year history, there has 
never been an individual who is a greater threat 
to our republic than Donald Trump. He tried 
to steal the last election using lies and violence 
to keep himself in power after the voters had 
rejected him,” he said in a statement.

“As citizens, we each have a duty to put country 
above partisanship to defend our Constitution. 
That is why I will be casting my vote for Vice 
President Kamala Harris.”

Cheney released his statement hours after his 
daughter, former Wyoming GOP Rep. Liz 
Cheney, revealed his intentions. She told “The 
Atlantic” magazine’s Mark Leibovich in an 
interview at the Texas Tribute Festival that her 
father believes this is a serious moment in his-
tory.

“My dad believes -- and he said publicly -- that 
there’s never been an individual in our country 
who is as grave a threat to our democracy as 
Donald Trump is, and that’s, that’s the moment 
that we’re facing,” she said.

New Delhi and Male held a 
defence dialogue

For the first time since India withdrew its 
uniformed military personnel from the Mal-
dives early this year, New Delhi and Male held a 
defence dialogue here Friday at the level of top 
officials where they discussed “ongoing defence 
cooperation projects” and “forthcoming bilat-
eral military exercises”.

This is significant since a chill has gripped bilat-
eral relations since President Mohamed Muizzu 
assumed office last year on the plank of his 
“India Out” campaign.

The last defence cooperation dialogue was held 
in March last year in Male when then Presi-
dent Ibrahim Solih was in office, months before 
Muizzu took over as President.

According to an official statement by the De-
fence Ministry on the 5th Defence Cooperation 
Dialogue between India and the Maldives, the 
Indian delegation was led by Defence Secretary 
Giridhar Aramane while the Maldivian delega-
tion was headed by Chief of Defence Force, 
Maldives National Defence Force General lbra-
him Hilmy.

“The meeting provided both sides with an 
opportunity to discuss the matters related to 
bilateral defence cooperation. This, inter alia, 

included expediting the implementation of vari-
ous ongoing defence cooperation projects,” the 
statement said.

“The two sides also deliberated on few other 
areas of common interest such as high-level 
exchanges and capability development projects. 
The aspects of participation in forthcoming 
bilateral military exercise were also discussed,” 
it said.

The statement said that the entire range of talks 
was “productive” which will advance shared 
interests of both the nations in the near future 
and bring stability and prosperity in the Indian 
Ocean Region.

Shah Rukh Khan’s son 
Aryan Khan is currently gearing up 
for his debut as a director. Amid buzz that he will 
discuss potential acting opportunities with his 
father after his show Stardom’s release, a Mid-day 
report has said that several top Bollywood direc-
tors and producers are said to be keen to make a 
big-ticket movie with the star kid, who is the eldest 
child of Shah Rukh and his interior designer-film 
producer wife, Gauri Khan

Per the report, those who have met Aryan Khan believe he has it in him to follow into Shah Rukh’s 
footsteps and ‘become the next big thing’. While Shah Rukh’s filmmaker friends Aditya Chopra, 
Karan Johar and Farah Khan have reportedly offered to direct Aryan’s debut film, the report added 
that director Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra has also ‘approached the Khans with an epic subject’.

However, the report said that Aryan ‘is focusing all his energy on his maiden directorial venture’. 
It is said that only when he is through with the web series, will he discuss with his superstar-dad 
whether he should explore acting. Insiders told the portal that Aryan ‘has always been inclined 
towards filmmaking’ — something that Shah Rukh had spoken about during the release of Zero 
(2018).
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Grand Prairie ISD super-
intendent placed on 
administrative leave 

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas - Grand 
Prairie ISD has placed its newly appointed 
superintendent on paid administrative leave 
following a special board meeting 
The district said Superintendent Jorge Ar-
redondo’s leave is effective immediately.

Deputy Superintendent of Business Opera-
tions Tracy Ray will be the acting superin-
tendent.

In a statement, the district says the decision 
was made “in order to protect the district 
and Dr. Arredondo.”

A third-party law firm is conducting an 
investigation. However, the district did not 
specify the nature of the investigation.

During Wednesday night’s meeting, five 
trustees voted in favor of placing Arredondo 
on leave and two voted against the move, in-
cluding board member David Espinosa.

“I believe we need more substance in this 
investigation. I believe this seems like a 
witch hunt and driven by political motives. 
And, of course, we would like to get more 
substance in this investigation,” he said.

Arredondo officially started as superinten-
dent in July.
Yahoo/Finance
Paige Ellenberger

Welcoming Khaja Nayeemuddin in Dallas. Picture taken at a gathering in Ahtesham’s Mansion in Irving, 
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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ABC releases Trump, Harris debate rules
Former President Trump and Vice President 
Harris have agreed to the rules set by ABC News 
for their first debate next week, the network an-
nounced Wednesday.

ABC News will be hosting the debate between 
Trump and Harris on Sept. 10, and it will mark 
the first debate since President Biden dropped 
out of the race in July. Each candidate agreeing 
to the rules comes after both campaigns clashed 
over whether the microphones should be muted 
when the other candidate is speaking.

The vice president’s team pushed to change the 
rule to keep microphones unmuted, but ABC 
said Wednesday that microphones will only 
be live during a candidate’s turn to speak and 
will be muted when it’s their opponent’s turn to 
speak. This is the same set of microphone rules 
that President Biden and Trump adhered to 
during the CNN debate in June.

Next week’s debate will be moderated by ABC’s 
David Muir and Linsey Davis and will take 
place in the the National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia, without an audience. The debate 
will be 90 minutes long and include two com-
mercial breaks.

Trump won a virtual coin flip Tuesday to deter-

mine the order of the closing statements and the 
podium placement. He opted to select the order 
of the closing statements and chose to deliver 
the last closing statement of the debate, while 
Harris selected the right podium position on the 
screen, according to ABC’s announcement.
Former President Trump and Vice President 
Harris have agreed to the rules set by ABC News 
for their first debate next week, the network an-
nounced.

ABC News will host the next presidential debate 
between Trump and Harris on Sept. 10, marking 
the first debate since President Biden dropped 
out of the race in July. Each candidate agreeing 
to the rules comes after both campaigns clashed 
over whether the microphones should be muted 
when the other candidate is speaking.

The vice president’s team pushed to change the 
rule to keep microphones unmuted, but ABC 
said that microphones will only be live during 
their turn to speak and will be muted when it’s 
their opponent’s turn to speak.
There will be no opening statements for the 
debate, and the closing statements will be two 
minutes long for each candidate.

Each candidate will have two minutes to answer 
the questions, two minutes for rebuttals and one 

additional minute “for follow-ups, clarifications, 
or responses.” Candidates are not allowed to ask 
questions of each other, according to the rules.

They will each have a pen, a pad of paper and 
a bottle of water but will not be allowed any 
prewritten notes or props, according to the an-
nouncement. Campaign staff will also not be 
allowed to interact with their candidates during 
commercial breaks.

Many polls show a close race between Har-
ris and Trump, heightening the stakes of the 
debate. The Hill/Decision Desk HQ’s national 
polling average shows Harris leading the former 
president by 4 percentage points, based on an 
aggregate of 155 polls.
Lauren Sforza
Yahoo/News

It’s a fantastic event organized by Telangana 
Association Alkhobar As Grand Entry Of Our 
Hyderabad Legendary Singer Mr Safi Malik. 
Other singers also Present and rock the floor 
including Mr Mohsin Khan, Mr Omar Baig, 
Mr Sayeed, Mr Aijaz Bhai Mr Waseem Muqa-
dam from Jeddah.
Mr Mohammed Abdul Moiz President HYD 
Association. Mr Osman, Mr Abdul Haq , And 
Mr Shoeb was also present.
Special Thanks to Telangana Association Core 
Committee and President Syed Minhajuddin 
Appreciated his team Members Mr.Raziuddin 
Vice President Operation. Mr Mazher Director 
Ta , Mr Nazeer General Secretary, Mr Junaid 
Core Committee Member and Mr Aijaz also 
Present. Special thanks To Our Chief Guest Mr 
Abdul Jabbar President TNRI and Mr Imtiaz 
Ahmed Director AlYami,Rasheed Khan Shali-
mar Restaurant CEO also present at event.

Event organized by Telangana Association Alkhobar

 
                        IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S
  

         
IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S



September 2024                                                 PAGE 11  
 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 P
A

G
E

S
 

 
 

 
 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 P
A

G
E

S
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

H
IC

A
G

O
 P

A
G

E
S

IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

Fundraiser for Ashfaq Syed for Naperville city council, seen is Mir Ali Khan and Mr & Mrs Dr Ausaf Sayeed former ambassador to Saudi Arabia

August 15 th celebration in Schaumburg, Illinois 
at India hub of Harish Kolasani , seen with me is Mir Zia Khan , Dr Srinivas Reddy , Hina Trivedi and 
Santosh kumar

Iftekhar shareef meeting Sonu Sood a Bollywood 
actor and social worker especially during CO-
VID times

August 15 th celebration at Chicago cultural center, hosted by 
Consul general of Chicago Somnath Gosh . 
Seen with Iftekhar shareef is Ambassador Somnath Gosh Consul 
general of India at Chicago, Dr Ausaf Sayeed former ambassador 
of India to Saudi Arabia, Mir Zia Khan and Ashfaq Hussain

Iftekhar shareef in a ghazal program at Falak 
banquets organised by Khurram Syed .  
Seen in picture is Iftekhar shareef with Am-
bassador Somnath Gosh , singer Dipanwita 
Chakraborty Masood Ali and others
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Shakeel Khaleel Baig
At Fheem bhai daughter’s wedding Waliuddin and Roshan Waliuddin at a wedding in Canada
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August is the month that Americans cel-
ebrate Pakistan’s Independence Day. Paki-
stan’s Independence Day Fair was enthusi-
astically planned by the PAK-US Freedom 
Reliance in the Wheaton, DuPage County 
Fairground.

Approximately 5,000 people attended the 
historic event, including members of the 
American, South Asian, and Pakistani 
communities as well as local government 
representatives, diplomats, and journalists 
from both nations.

Prior to the Pakistani consul general, 
Mr. Tariq Kareem, and the local officials 
joining the cake-cutting ritual, the Holy 
Quran was recited. The mayors of numer-
ous surrounding cities, as well as senators, 
representatives, and members of Congress. 
The presence of numerous DuPage County 
Board members and Chicago North 
suburban municipal officials was acknowl-
edged as were greetings from the county 
treasurer and attorney general of DuPage. 
Judge Linda Davenport, DuPage County 
Board member Saadia Gul Covert, a Paki-
stani American, Sheriff James Mendrick, 
Judge John Anderson, Milton Township 
Supervisor John Monino, and other no-
table individuals took part in the historic 
occasion. The organizers presented awards 
to the majority of dignitaries and commu-
nity leaders.

According to Consul General Tariq Karim, 
“Our Country Pakistan is making every 
effort to realize the Quaid’s vision of a 
modern, democratic, and prosperous 
Pakistan.” In the words of Mr. Iqbal Khan, 
president of PAK-US Freedom Reliance, 
“I have been active in DuPage County for 
more than 33 years to further promote 
US-Pakistan relationship and to take it to 
new heights.”
Traditional music was played for the 
general public during the entire event. 
Families were encouraged to join in the 
celebration of Pakistan’s Independence 
Day through the music program. Local 
businesses exhibited their products and 
lined the streets with booths selling every-
thing from colorful clothing and scarves to 
meals from nearby restaurants.

Several Pakistani-Americans and their 
families from the DuPage County, Chicago 
area, and other areas participated in this 
Azadi Mela. Renowned Pakistani vocal-
ists Nadeem Abbas Rufi, Karachi’s Amjed 
Rana, Aamir Shah, and a few local singers 
stole the show at the concert with their 
best performances.

Find out what’s happening in Des 
Plaineswith free, real-time updates from 
Patch.
Your email address
Subscribe
The organizers of this event also set up 
booths selling traditional Pakistani cui-
sine, and the attendees’ attention was at-
tracted to booths selling clothing, jewelry, 

and public Food services.

Women, kids, elderly men, and women 
were all observed waving the Pakistani 
flag, swaying to songs about the homeland, 
and demonstrating their love for Pakistan 
while taking part in the Azadi Mela.

He said that they all remember their 
homeland Pakistan here in America and 
pray for its development because the heart 
is Pakistani.

On this occasion, the spirit of Azadi Mela 
and President of Pakistan American 
Friendship Association Iqbal Khan said 
that they have been decorating Azadi Mela 
to celebrate Pakistan’s independence for 
the past several years.

He further said that the hall is full of par-
ticipants, a house full show which is the 
guarantee of success of this festival. People 
not only enjoyed the performances of the 
singers but also shopped from the stalls 
and enjoyed Pakistani food.

Ausaf Zaidi said that for this success, I am 
deeply grateful to the entire team and vol-
unteers of my team, and I am also thank-
ful to all the sponsors of this Azadi Mela, 
without whose help such a big Mela could 
not have been organized.

Dressed in a green dress and waving the 
green crescent flag at the Azadi Mela, 
Consul General of Pakistan Tariq Karim 
said that freedom is a great blessing and 
asked the people of Palestine about its im-
portance. Even living in America, we value 
the freedom of our dear country, and we 
are all celebrating this day together with 
great enthusiasm. People are enjoying the 
show, and the hall is packed with people.

while congratulating all the Pakistanis liv-
ing around the world, including America, 
said that he thanks all the participants 
for organizing this successful show and 
pays tribute to the entire team of PAK-US 
Freedom Reliance

Iram Khan and Nazar Naqvi were the 
Emcees of the program.

At the same time, Amjed Rana said that 
I feel proud for myself that I came here 
to represent the homeland away from the 
homeland. I am happy to see that the spirit 
of patriotism still resides in their hearts 
even in Karachi

Famous singer Nadeem Abbas Rufi said 
that we want to say that we are definitely 
far away from Pakistan, but even here we 
are celebrating Pakistan’s Independence 
Day with great enthusiasm.

Attendees at the Azadi Mela expressed 
gratitude to the entire Iqbal Khan and 
Ausaf Zaidi team and expressed the hope 
that they would continue to host events 
of this caliber in the future. The event was 

attended by people of DuPage County as well as intimate friends, acquaintances, 

Passionate celebration of Pakistan Independence 
Day in Wheaton 

Syed Khalil Ullah, Community Contributor
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Irfan Pathan, a former Indian cricketer, has 
had a notable career both on and off the field. 
His journey from a promising young talent to 
a respected sports figure includes significant 
changes in his lifestyle and residences. Here’s a 
look at his journey from modest beginnings to 
his current status:
Early Life and Career
Early Life: Irfan Pathan was born on October 
27, 1984, in Baroda (now Vadodara), Gujarat, 
India. He came from a humble background; his 
father, Yusuf Pathan, was a small-time business-
man and a cricketer, and his mother, Shahida 
Pathan, was a homemaker. Irfan and his brother 
Yusuf, also a cricketer, grew up in a modest 
household with a passion for cricket.
Early Career: Pathan began his cricketing career 
in domestic cricket and made his international 
debut for India in 2003. He quickly gained rec-
ognition for his all-round capabilities, especially 
his swing bowling and middle-order batting. 
His performances in international cricket and 
the IPL contributed significantly to his rise in 
wealth.
Rise to Wealth and Luxurious Residences
Career Success: Irfan Pathan’s successful career, 
including notable performances in interna-
tional cricket and his stint in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL), helped him achieve financial sta-
bility. He was known for his contributions to the 
Indian cricket team and his involvement with 
various teams in the IPL.
Current Residences:
House in Mumbai: Irfan Pathan owns a luxuri-
ous apartment in Mumbai, reflecting his suc-
cessful cricket career. The residence is designed 
with modern amenities and features a stylish 
and contemporary interior.
House in Vadodara: Pathan also has a beautiful 
house in Vadodara, his hometown. This resi-
dence is a testament to his roots and includes 

modern comforts and a spacious layout.
Comparison: Then vs. Now
Early Residence: During his early cricketing 
days, Irfan Pathan lived in relatively modest 
accommodations in Vadodara. His family’s 
lifestyle reflected their middle-class back-
ground, and the focus was on supporting his 
budding cricket career.
Current Residences: Today, Irfan Pathan’s 
residences are luxurious and a reflection of 
his successful career. His homes in Mum-
bai and Vadodara showcase modern design 
and high-end amenities, highlighting his 
achievements and elevated lifestyle.
Key Features of Modern Homes:
Mumbai Apartment: Known for its sleek, 
modern design and high-end facilities, 
including spacious rooms and contemporary 
décor.
Vadodara House: A comfortable and stylish 
residence with modern amenities, offering a 
blend of luxury and personal touch.
Additional Aspects
Business Ventures and Media: Beyond 
cricket, Irfan Pathan has engaged in various 
business ventures and has become a promi-
nent media personality. His involvement in 
television commentary, coaching, and public 
appearances has further enhanced his profile 
and financial status.
Community and Philanthropy: Pathan is 
also known for his involvement in commu-
nity service and philanthropy. His efforts to 
give back to society reflect his commitment 
to making a positive impact beyond cricket.
Irfan Pathan’s journey from a modest begin-
ning to owning luxurious residences is a tes-
tament to his hard work, talent, and success 
in cricket. His current lifestyle reflects his 
achievements and the comfort that comes 
with a successful career in sports.

IRFAN PATHAN

Arundhati Roy is an Indian author best known for her 
novel The God of Small Things (1997), which won the 
Booker Prize for Fiction in 1997 and became the best-
selling book by a non-expatriate Indian author. She is also 
a political activist involved in human rights and environ-
mental causes. She was awarded the 2024 PEN Pinter 
Prize.
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Indian Olympic wrestlers Phogat and Punia enter politics, join 
opposition Congress

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - Indian Olympic wres-
tlers Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang Punia joined 
the opposition Congress party on Friday, enter-
ing politics a year after protesting against the 
chief of the sport’s governing body in India over 
alleged sexual harassment.

The move came weeks after Phogat’s emo-
tional return home last month from the Paris 
Olympics, where she failed to make weight for 
the women’s 50kg freestyle final by 100 grams 
despite starving herself for a week.

It pushed the 30-year-old Asian Games gold 
medallist to announce her retirement from the 
sport and led to an outpouring of support, with 
hundreds of teary-eyed fans and wrestlers tak-
ing her on a road-show to her village in north-
ern India after she arrived in Delhi.

Their entry into politics also comes weeks 
before provincial elections in their home state 
of Haryana, where Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is seeking a 

third straight term in power.

“They have not only brought glory to the coun-
try in the sports field but have also fought a 
strong battle against injustice on the street,” 
Congress General Secretary K. C. Venugopal 
told reporters after inducting the wrestlers into 
the party in New Delhi.

“Our fight will continue and we will win, in 
court and in life,” Phogat told reporters. “I am 
proud to be with a party that stands with wom-
en and against any injustice.”

“The hard work that we did during the protests 
and in support of farmers, soldiers and the 
youth, we will continue that hard work for our 
country,” said Punia, 30, who won bronze in 
men’s 65-kg wrestling at the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics.

Phogat, Punia and fellow wrestler Sakshi Malik, 
also an Olympic bronze medallist, were the face 
of a months-long protest demanding criminal 

action against the then chief of the Wrestling 
Federation of India (WFI) Brij Bhushan Sharan 
Singh last year.

Singh, who was also a federal lawmaker from 
the BJP, was charged with sexual harassment 
and criminal intimidation based on a case filed 
by six female wrestlers in June last year.

He has denied any wrongdoing.
Yahoo/News By Shivam Patel

Canada launches sudden immigration crackdown amid public 
pressure: report

The Canadian government has started to re-
ject more visitors and temporary residents as 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s liberal gov-
ernment faces pressure from voters to stem 
the flow of immigrants into the country.

Canada has turned away more than 3,700 
people per month on average in 2024 and 
sometimes has refused more visitor visa ap-
plications per month than it has accepted, 
according to a report by Reuters.

The “spike” in rejections, as Reuters classified 
it, comes as Trudeau’s party trails in the polls 
ahead of an expected election next year, with 
many voters blaming the country’s typical 
liberal immigration laws for contributing to 
shortages and high prices for housing.
The report comes after Trudeau has also faced 
increased pressure and strained relations with 
the U.S. over its liberal immigration poli-
cies, with U.S. lawmakers imploring Canada 
to stem the flow of migrant workers coming 
across its border.

“U.S. lawmakers are calling to harden the 
northern border with Canada because of the 
fears of illegal migration from Canada,” Glenn 
Cowan, founder and chief executive of the 
security company One9, said in a Financial 
Times report last week. “Stemming the flow of 
these visas will bolster U.S. relations.”
Trudeau has in the past boasted about Cana-
da’s willingness to take in immigrants and has 
not shied away from criticizing U.S. border 

policy, including 2018 
remarks in which he 
slammed the U.S. for 
separating migrant 
families at the border, 
arguing “what’s going 
on in the United States 
is wrong.”

“I can’t imagine what 
the families living 
through this are endur-
ing. Obviously, this 
is not the way we do 
things in Canada,” Trudeau said during a press 
conference.

SOUTHERN BORDER CRISIS HELPED 
SPUR MASSIVE SPIKE IN CROSSINGS 
FROM CANADA AS WELL: EXPERT

However, amid new pressure from home and 
abroad, Trudeau announced last week that 
he was “looking at the various [migration] 
streams to make sure, as we move forward, 
Canada remains a place that is positive in its 
support for immigration but also responsible 
in the way we integrate and make pathways 
for success.”

According to the Reuters report, a crackdown 
behind the scenes was already underway, with 
Canada turning away 5,853 foreign travel-
ers in July, a number that includes workers 
and tourists, the most rejections since at least 

January 2019.

Border officers have also turned away an aver-
age of 3,727 foreign travelers per month so far 
in 2024, a 20% increase over the 633 average 
seen in 2023, while the country’s immigration 
department has seen an increase in the ratio 
of visas refused to accepted in recent months.

Meanwhile, Canadian Immigration Minister 
Marc Miller announced in August that the 
number of approved study and work permits, 
which have been at the center of controversy 
in Canada, has also dropped from the highs of 
2022 and 2023.

“Canadians want a system that is not out of 
control,” Miller said, according to the report.

Trudeau’s office did not immediately respond 
to a Fox News Digital request for comment.
Yahoo/News Michael Lee
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India Is Emerging as a Key Player in the Global AI Race
As Asia’s richest man, Mukesh Ambani, ad-
dressed his shareholders during a much-an-
ticipated yearly address last Thursday, he also 
unveiled “JioBrain,” a suite of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) tools and applications that he says 
will transform a spate of businesses in energy, 
textiles, telecommunications and more that 
form his multinational conglomerate, Reli-
ance Industries. “By perfecting JioBrain within 
Reliance, we will create a powerful AI service 
platform that we can offer to other enterprises 
as well,” Ambani said during his speech.

The Reliance Chairman’s latest offering comes 
as India emerges as a crucial player in the global 
AI ecosystem, boasting a high-powered IT in-
dustry worth $250 billion, which serves many of 
the world’s banks, manufacturers and firms. As 
the world’s most populous country, India also 
has a robust workforce population with nearly 5 
million programmers at a time when AI talent 
is in short supply globally, with analysts predict-
ing that India’s AI services could be worth $17 
billion by 2027, according to a recent report by 
Nasscom and BCG.

Puneet Chandok, the President of Microsoft 
India & South Asia, points to research that finds 
India has one of the highest AI adoption rates 
among knowledge workers, with 92% using 
generative AI at work—significantly higher than 
the global average of 75%. “These insights high-
light the significant impact of AI on the Indian 
workforce and the proactive steps being taken 
by both employees and leaders to integrate AI 
into their daily routines,” Chandok says, adding 
that the company is also powering initiatives 
that aim to equip 2 million people with AI skills 
by 2025.

The spotlight on India comes at a time when 
many countries around the globe are keen to 
foster their own competing AI systems rather 
than turning to the U.S. or China. In the last 
few years, the Indian government has nurtured 
an ecosystem where global players like Google 
and Meta, Indian businesses like Reliance Jio 
and Tata Consulting Services, and homegrown 
startups can take advantage of its cost-efficient 
technological landscape.

India’s “bottom-up” approach to AI
India also aspires to have what Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, the former Indian Minister for 
Electronics and Information Technology, calls 
“sovereign AI,” by integrating large-scale mod-
els across sectors like healthcare, agriculture, 
and governance to drive economic growth. In 
March, the government ramped up investment 
worth $1.25 billion towards an ambitious “Indi-
aAI Mission,” which will aid the development of 
computing infrastructure, startups and the use 
of AI applications in the public sector.

“Interestingly, the government itself is the main 
driver behind India’s AI transformation,” says 

Jibu Elias, a leading AI researcher and ethicist 
who helped create IndiaAI. Elias says the push 
has accelerated since 2020. “We want India to be 
like a global garage for AI tools, especially for 
the Global South.”

“The idea is that if you can build tools that ad-
dress some of the decade-long socio-economic 
challenges in India, they can be adopted across 
the globe,” he continues.

It’s a method that Arvind Gupta, who heads the 
Digital India Foundation in New Delhi, calls a 
“bottom-up” approach: “Unlike the Googles and 
Microsofts of the world, India took it to the next 
level by building trust in technology with digital 
public infrastructure,” he says. Digital public 
infrastructure, also known as DPI, is a public-
private partnership that was introduced by the 
government nearly a decade ago by combin-
ing technology, governance and civil society. It 
extends to a biometric identification system, a 
fast payments system, and consent-based data 
sharing that now gives India’s 1.4 billion citizens 
access to public services.

Gupta says DPI is instrumental in giving India 
an advantage in the global AI race. With 900 
million Indians connected to the internet, he 
points to India being “the data capital of the 
world,” which has “leapfrogged into the whole 
culture of artificial intelligence.” That’s because 
much of this data exists in public data sets that 
companies can use to write their own AI algo-
rithm. “You won’t see that anywhere else in the 
world,” Gupta says.
The race to build LLMs as chipmakers eye In-
dian market
With so much data publicly available, a swath 
of Indian startups are now racing to build their 
own large language models or LLMs, which har-
ness generative AI by learning from vast quan-
tities of data. And in a country where people 
speak more than a dozen languages, “India’s di-
verse and multilingual environment makes it an 
ideal test bed for developing and refining global 
AI solutions,” says Chandok from Microsoft.

In January, Krutrim, an AI startup founded by 
entrepreneur Bhavish Aggarwal whose name 
translators to “artificial” in Sanskrit, became 
India’s first unicorn when it secured $50 mil-
lion in funding from prominent Silicon Valley 
investors like Lightspeed Venture Partners and 
billionaire Vinod Khosla. Similarly, Bengaluru-
based startup Sarvam recently launched a 
voice-enabled AI bot that supports more than 
10 Indian languages using open-source software 
after raising $41 million. The government is 
also supplementing this innovation by building 
“targeted LLMs” that can do real-time language 
translation for citizens accessing public services, 
Gupta adds.

Still, India’s AI push can’t accelerate without 
computing power and shared resources. To 

address this gap, last month, the Indian govern-
ment finalized the procurement of a thousand 
graphics processing units, or GPUs, to offer 
computing capacity to AI makers. Last Sep-
tember, the CEO of chipmaker Nvidia, Jensen 
Huang, visited India to sit down with Modi and 
tech executives, setting the company’s sights on 
the country as a potential location for chip pro-
duction as the U.S. increasingly clamps down on 
the export of high-end chips from China. “You 
have the data, you have the talent,” Huang told 
Modi at the time. “This is going to be one of the 
largest AI markets in the world.” This March, 
the first consignment of Nvidia chips arrived in 
Indian data centers after the company forged a 
partnership with Indian cloud services company 
Yotta, powering its Shakti Cloud as India’s fast-
est AI supercomputing infrastructure.

Against this backdrop, billionaire-owned In-
dian companies are eager not to be left behind. 
In July, India’s largest software company, Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), heavily invested in 
a generative AI project pipeline exceeding $1.5 
billion. Gautam Adani, Asia’s second-richest 
person, announced a joint venture with UAE 
in December to explore AI and diversify into 
digital services.

And as for Ambani, who has urged his employ-
ees to accelerate AI transformation across all 
businesses this year, the goal is clear: “We need 
to be at the forefront of using data, with AI as 
an enabler for achieving a quantum jump in 
productivity and efficiency,” the billionaire told 
Reliance employees.

Since then, Jio, Reliance’s telecommunications 
business, has worked with the Indian Institute 
of Technology to launch “Bharat GPT,” a ChatG-
PT-style service for Indian users. A video played 
during a Reliance event demonstrated how the 
speech-to-text tool would work if successful: a 
motorcycle mechanic speaks to the AI bot in his 
native Tamil, a banker uses the tool in Hindi, 
and a developer in Hyderabad writes computer 
code in Telegu.

“It’s like the Indian joint family,” said Ganesh 
Ramakrishnan, the chair of IIT Bombay’s com-
puter science and engineering department. “We 
are interdependent, and we do better together.”
Yahoo/News Astha Rajvanshi
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Allama Mashriqi Book Award Announced
&quot;I established this award to encourage 
authors to shed light on the life and legacy of my
grandfather, Allama Mashriqi. His life serves as 
a profound source of inspiration, and
through well-researched and insightful works, 
individuals can not only gain a deeper
understanding of his remarkable contributions 
but also be motivated to emulate his values.
Such literature has the potential to inspire soci-
etal progress and foster individuals who, like
Mashriqi, are committed to the betterment of 
humanity.&quot; – Nasim Yousaf
The 61st death anniversary of Allama Inayatul-
lah Khan Al-Mashriqi was solemnly observed 
on
August 27, 2024, at the Khaksar Teh-
rik headquarters in Icchra, Lahore, where 
Mashriqi&#39;s final
resting place is located.
In commemoration of this significant anniver-
sary, his grandson, Scholar Nasim Yousaf,
announces the creation of the Allama Mashriqi 
Book Award. This prestigious accolade, en-
dowed
with a prize of Pakistani Rupees 100,000, aims 
to continue and honor the legacy of Allama
Mashriqi, a revered scholar, freedom fighter, 
founder of the Khaksar Movement, Islam 
League,
and “Al-Islah” journal, as well as the author of 
the Nobel Prize-nominated book “Tazkirah.”
The award invites explorations of 
Mashriqi&#39;s anti-colonial struggle and his 
leading role in ending
British rule in the Indian subcontinent. It seeks 
to honor works that illuminate key themes 

central
to Mashriqi&#39;s life and philosophy, includ-
ing discipline, equality, simplicity, self-reliance, 
self-
purification, self-sacrifice, empowerment of the 
masses, social justice, community service, and
action. The award will recognize books that ex-
amine Mashriqi&#39;s principled living, efforts 
to
uplift marginalized communities, ideals of inter-
faith harmony, and vision of ethical leadership 
in
politics.
Of particular interest are works address-
ing Mashriqi&#39;s pioneering stance on 
women&#39;s
empowerment and gender equality in the 1930s, 
when he faced fierce opposition from orthodox
religious scholars.
The award aims to recognize books that not only 
contribute to the scholarly understanding of
Mashriqi&#39;s legacy but also provide fresh 
perspectives on applying his ideology to current
challenges such as corruption and self-serving 
politics.
Established by Mr. Yousaf, the award seeks to 
preserve his grandfather&#39;s legacy while 
inspiring
new generations to engage with societal issues. 
It encourages scholarly work aligned with
Mashriqi&#39;s vision and underscores the im-
portance of intellectual and moral leadership in
addressing contemporary challenges.
The Allama Mashriqi Book Award will be pre-
sented to the most deserving book on August 
27,

2025, recognizing exceptional scholarship that 
aligns with Mashriqi&#39;s vision and values, 
provided
the submissions meet the award&#39;s criteria. 
Details regarding criteria and the application 
process
will be provided in the coming months. For fur-
ther information, interested parties are encour-
aged
to visit the official Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/AllamaMashriqiBookAward.
From the US Office, Scholar Nasim Yousaf,

Raga Bhagwati – a new raga by maestro Pt. Abhay Sopori
Renowned Music Maestro Pt. Abhay Rustum 
Sopori has introduced a new Hindustani Clas-
sical raga, named Raga Bhagwati in tribute to 
Mother Goddess Durga. This significant ad-
dition to the classical music repertoire was 
presented during his performance at the presti-
gious Ma Kushmanda Sangeet Samaroh, held at 
Durgakund, Varanasi.

 Pt. Abhay Sopori, a distinguished representative 
of the Shaiv-Sufi tradition and the 300-year-old 
Santoor legacy of the Sopori-Sufiana Gharana 
of Kashmir, unveiled Raga Bhagwati with a 
deep sense of devotion and reverence. During 
the concert, he explained that Raga Bhagwati 
embodies the essence of devotion and prayer 
to Goddess Durga, representing the supreme 
power in Hindu tradition.

 The presentation of this new raga included an 
Aalap & Jod, followed by Vilambit Gat in Teen-
taal, Gat in Madhyalaya Ektaal, and Drut Gat 
in Teentaal. Abhay’s performance was a mes-
merizing display of mellifluous playing, rapid 

tempo, and the intricate nuances of the Sopori 
Baaj, a unique style of playing Classical Santoor 
developed by the legendary Saint-Musician, 
the late Pt. Bhajan Sopori ji. This performance 
showcased both the Gayaki and Tantrakari 
styles, featuring techniques such as Meends, 
Gamaks, Glides, Taans, Bol patterns, and vari-
ous Chhands. Adding to the spiritual ambiance, 
Abhay also performed a new Bandish penned by 
him “He Ma Tu Hai Bhawani, Durga Tu Durga-
tinashani, Jagat Janani Sati Sadhvi, Maha Lak-
shmi Saraswati Kali, Kripa Karo he Bhagwati, 
‘Das’ Kare Pukar.” The soulful rendition of this 
Bandish further highlighted the raga’s thematic 
focus on divine femininity and power. He was 
accompanied by Pt. Lalit Kumar on Tabla and 
Ankit Parikh on Pakhawaj, whose rhythms 
added depth and texture to the performance.

 This introduction of Raga Bhagwati marks a 
significant contribution to the Hindustani Clas-
sical music tradition and continues Pt. Abhay 
Sopori’s legacy of innovation and devotion in 
the world of music. Sopori Academy
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Russia built a secret trade channel with India, 
leaked documents show

House Democrats are asking former President 
Donald Trump to prove he never received 
money from the Egyptian government after The 
Washington Post reported a $10 million with-
drawal from the country’s state-run bank right 
before Trump took office in 2017.

In a letter released Tuesday, Reps. Robert 
Garcia, D-Calif., and Jamie Raskin, D-Md., 
requested that Trump immediately provide 
evidence “that you never, directly or indirectly, 
politically or personally, received any fund from 
the Egyptian president or government,” The Post 
reported.

The lawmakers, who serve on the House Over-
sight Committee, requested that Trump provide 
any information about a $10 million sum put 
into his campaign in late 2016. As they are a 
minority in the House, Democrats do not have 
the authority to issue subpoenas.

“Surely you would agree that the American 
people deserve to know whether a former presi-
dent, and a current candidate for president, took 

an illegal campaign 
contribution from a 
brutal foreign dictator,” 
the letter reads.

The letter states that it 
was written in response 
to a previous article 
from The Post that re-
vealed a secret Depart-
ment of Justice inves-
tigation into whether 
Trump accepted an 
illegal donation from Egypt that contributed to 
his 2016 presidential campaign. According to 
The Post, federal investigators received classi-
fied information that Egyptian President Abdel 
Fatah El-Sisi wanted to contribute to Trump’s 
presidential campaign; the two had met earlier 
in the 2016 campaign at the United Nations, 
with Trump praising the dictator as a “fantastic 
guy.” The investigators later learned the National 
Bank of Egypt withdrew $9,998,000 on Jan. 15, 
2017, just days before Trump became president.

Around the same time, Trump gave his own 
campaign $10 million.

The Trump campaign is rejecting any suggestion 
the former president would accept support from 
a foreign government, a spokesperson telling 
The Post its  reporting was “textbook fake news.”

“None of the allegations or insinuations be-
ing reported on have any basis in fact,” Trump 
spokesman Steven Cheung said.
Yahoo/ News
Marin Scotten

Congressional Democrats demand Trump provide evidence he didn’t
 take a $10 million bribe from Egypt

House Democrats are asking former President 
Donald Trump to prove he never received 
money from the Egyptian government after The 
Washington Post reported a $10 million with-
drawal from the country’s state-run bank right 
before Trump took office in 2017.

In a letter released Tuesday, Reps. Robert 
Garcia, D-Calif., and Jamie Raskin, D-Md., 
requested that Trump immediately provide 
evidence “that you never, directly or indirectly, 
politically or personally, received any fund from 
the Egyptian president or government,” The Post 
reported.

The lawmakers, who serve on the House Over-
sight Committee, requested that Trump provide 
any information about a $10 million sum put 
into his campaign in late 2016. As they are a 
minority in the House, Democrats do not have 
the authority to issue subpoenas.

“Surely you would agree that the American 
people deserve to know whether a former presi-
dent, and a current candidate for president, took 
an illegal campaign contribution from a brutal 
foreign dictator,” the letter reads.

The letter states that it was written in response 
to a previous article from The Post that revealed 
a secret Department of Justice investigation 
into whether Trump accepted an illegal dona-
tion from Egypt that contributed to his 2016 
presidential campaign. According to The Post, 

federal investigators received classified informa-
tion that Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi 
wanted to contribute to Trump’s presidential 
campaign; the two had met earlier in the 2016 
campaign at the United Nations, with Trump 
praising the dictator as a “fantastic guy.” The 
investigators later learned the National Bank of 
Egypt withdrew $9,998,000 on Jan. 15, 2017, just 
days before Trump became president.

Around the same time, Trump gave his own 
campaign $10 million.

The Trump campaign is rejecting any suggestion 
the former president would accept support from 
a foreign government, a spokesperson telling 
The Post its  reporting was “textbook fake news.”

“None of the allegations or insinuations be-
ing reported on have any basis in fact,” Trump 
spokesman Steven Cheung said.
Yahoo/ News
Marin Scotten
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Texas Gov. Greg Abbott attacks Harris for busing migrants, then brags 
about his own busing program

MESA, Ariz. — Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
on Tuesday, while campaigning for former 
President Donald Trump, criticized Vice 
President Kamala Harris and the Biden 
administration for busing migrants to 
other parts of the country. Minutes later, he 
bragged about doing the same thing.

“When you saw 5,000 people a day cross-
ing into a town like Eagle Pass, Texas, you 
could see that that was on your TV. You 
knew what was going on in America,” 
Abbott told a crowd of about 50 people 
gathered at a wedding venue in a Phoenix 
suburb. “What Harris wanted to do was to 
silence the critics, and they could silence 
the critics by making this problem go invis-
ible.”

“They’re doing that daily, flying people 
across the border or through this [asylum 
application program], getting them to 
come to a port of entry, at which time they 
will put them on a bus and then transport 
them to some other place,” he said.

An internal document obtained by NBC 
News in 2022 revealed a plan from the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
transport migrants awaiting immigration 
proceedings from U.S. cities along the 
southern border farther into the interior 
of the country. Typically, migrants who are 
granted asylum in the United States are 
transported to different parts of the coun-
try by paying for it themselves or through 
the charity of nongovernmental organiza-
tions after being released by Customs and 
Border Protection.

NBC News has contacted Abbott’s team for 
clarification on the programs he was refer-
encing. In response to Abbott’s claims, the 
Harris-Walz campaign shared a statement 
from a border town mayor from Bisbee, 
Arizona, criticizing Trump for opposing a 
bipartisan border bill that Senate Republi-
cans shot down in February.

“The border bill would have made our 
country safer, made the border more se-
cure,” said Mayor Ken Budge in a state-
ment. “Now that it’s election time, JD 
Vance and Trump are here to campaign on 
the border — even though they’re respon-
sible for blocking the most important bill 
we’ve seen to improve border security,” 

Budge added.

The attack from Abbott comes as the 
Trump campaign has sought to tie Har-
ris to chaos surrounding migrants and 
the U.S. border. Since Harris ascended to 
the top of the Democratic ticket, Trump 
has repeatedly called Harris the “border 
czar” in attacks, seizing on the assignment 
Biden gave her in 2021 to work with Cen-
tral American countries to tackle the “root 
causes” of migration.

Minutes after attacking Harris for busing 
migrants to other parts of the country, Ab-
bott bragged about doing the same.

Recalling the steps he took when Texas 
began busing migrants in 2022 under 
Operation Lone Star, Abbott boasted that 
the program “began busing them to Wash-
ington, D.C., and then dropping them off 
at the address of the residence of the vice 
president of the United States of America, 
Kamala Harris.” Applause and cheers re-
verberated throughout the campaign event.

“If you were a sanctuary city, you were on 
the list to be bused to because you volun-

teered,” said Abbott of his formulation of 
the busing program. “You said, ‘We wel-
come you here until you get there,’” he said. 
“It shows the hypocrisy of the Democrats.”

During the Republican National Conven-
tion in July, Abbott vowed that “buses will 
continue to roll until we finally secure our 
border.” Buses sending migrants to blue cit-
ies have not been sent out on a consistent 
basis for months; in all of July no buses left 
Texas, according to data obtained by NBC 
News.

In June, a Department of Homeland Se-
curity official told NBC News that Bor-
der Patrol agents stopped roughly 84,000 
migrants crossing the U.S. southern border, 
the lowest monthly number since Biden 
took office in 2021. The Biden administra-
tion attributed the low numbers to new 
asylum restrictions implemented earlier 
that month.
Yahoo/News
Alex Tabet and Didi Martinez and Laura 
Strickler

published on NBCNews.com
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Zuma’s daughter marrying polygamous king ‘for love’
The 21-year-old daughter of South Af-
rica’s former President Jacob Zuma is 
marrying the Eswatini king for love, a 
spokesman for Africa’s last remaining 
absolute monarchy has told the BBC.

Nomcebo Zuma’s engagement to King 
Mswati III was made official earlier this 
week at the end of the eight-day reed 
dance ceremony - a traditional rite of 
passage for young women and girls held 
every year.

The 56-year-old monarch is currently in 
a polygamous arrangement with 11 wives 
- and has been married 15 times in total.

Eswatini spokesman Alpheous Nxumalo 
dismissed outright the suggestion that 
the marriage would be a political alli-
ance.

“Love has no eyes to see or count age. 
Love happens between two people. It 
can happen between a person who is 
100 years old and a person who is above 
the average of what is permitted consti-
tutionally,” he told the BBC’s Newsday 
programme.

Mr Zuma, who was president of South 
Africa from 2009 until 2018, and King 
Mswati are already relatives through 
marriage.

Critics accuse King Mswati, who rules by 
decree and has been on the throne for 38 
years, of living in luxury with his po-
lygamous household - while most of his 
people languish in poverty.

Eswatini, previously known as Swaziland, 
has a population of 1.1 million and one 
of the world’s highest rates of HIV/Aids 
infection.

The heavy-handed treatment of the king’s 
opponents in Eswatini, which is almost 
entirely surrounded by South Africa, has 
also come in for criticism.
here are strong traditional ties between 
Eswatini and South Africa’s Zulu monar-
chy - the current Zulu king, Misuzulu ka 
Zwelithini, is Mswati III’s nephew.

Mr Zuma, who resigned in disgrace over 

corruption allegations during his presi-
dency and still faces a court case over a 
1999 arms deal (he denies any wrong-
doing), is currently enjoying a political 
renaissance.

His newly formed party uMkhonto we-
Sizwe (MK) came third in South Africa’s 
general election this year.

The 82-year-old is also greatly respected 
by his supporters for upholding his cul-
tural and traditional Zulu beliefs - and 
has several wives and is thought to have 
20 children.

Nomcebo, whose mother is his long-
standing fiancée Nonkululeko Mhlongo, 
was dressed in the bright colours of the 
Eswatini kingdom on the last day of the 
reed dance ceremony at the Ludzidzini 
Royal Palace.
Known as the Umhlanga ceremony, it is 
intended to discourage those taking part 

from becoming sexually active at a young 
age.

The king is allowed to choose a bride 
from the participants - and on this oc-
casion Ms Zuma was presented as the 
“liphovela”, which means royal fiancée in 
Swati.

He has faced scrutiny in the past over 
the age of his brides. In 2005, he chose 
17-year-old Phindile Nkambule for a 
wife - a few days after he had rescinded a 
ban on sexual relations for girls younger 
than 18.

Just two months after it had originally 
been imposed in 2001 - to help fight 
HIV/Aids - he had fined himself a cow 
for breaking the ban as he had married a 
17-year-old as his ninth wife.
Yahoo/News
Danai Nesta Kupemba - BBC News
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Election 2024 Latest: Trump and Harris focus on tax policy ahead
 of next week’s debate

Donald Trump and Kamala Harris will debate for the first time 
next Tuesday as the presidential candidates fight to sway voters 
on the biggest stage in U.S. politics. The meeting comes just 75 
days after President Joe Biden’s disastrous debate performance 
triggered a political earthquake that ultimately forced him from 
the race.

Ahead of that, Trump and Harris are discussing tax policy plans 
with voters. Harris touted a small- business tax plan during a 
campaign visit to New Hampshire on Wednesday, while Trump 
will address the Economic Club of New York on Thursday.

With just 61 days until the November election, early voting will 
be underway in at least four states by the end of September and 
a dozen more to follow by mid-October.
Here’s the Latest:

Trump says he’ll ask Congress for law banning spending tax 
dollars on people in the country illegally

Former President Donald Trump says that if he’s elected in No-
vember, he will ask Congress to pass legislation that would ban 
the spending of taxpayer money on people who have entered 
the country illegally.

Trump also told executives and industry leaders at the Eco-
nomic Club of New York on Thursday that he would bar such 
migrants from obtaining mortgages in California.

Throughout his campaign, Trump has railed against the eco-
nomic impact of the influx of migrants in recent years and what 
he says is their strain on some government services.

Trump promises to cut 10 government regulations for every 1 
new regulation

Former President Donald Trump is promising to cut 10 govern-
ment regulations for every new regulation implemented if he is 
elected in November.

Trump also told executives and industry leaders at the Eco-
nomic Club of New York on Thursday that he would create a 
“Government Efficiency Commission” to conduct a financial 
audit of the entire federal government. Trump said the idea was 
the suggestion of billionaire Elon Musk and that Musk might 
lead the commission.

The Republican presidential nominee claimed that in 2022, 
“fraud and improper payments alone cost taxpayers an esti-
mated hundreds of billions of dollars.”

He said the commission would develop an action plan “to total-
ly eliminate fraud and improper payments within six months.”

Trump also promised to cut the current 21% corporate tax rate 
to 15%, an idea he has floated previously. On Thursday, he clari-
fied that would be solely for companies that produce in the U.S.

Harris to meet with the Teamsters, 1 of the last unions to en-
dorse a presidential candidate

Vice President Kamala Harris and the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters have agreed to meet on Sept. 16 as the 
Democratic presidential nominee courts the powerful union’s 
endorsement.

The union said in a statement Thursday that the meeting with 
union members and officers will take place at the Teamsters 
headquarters in Washington.

Harris has already been endorsed by most major labor unions, 
including the United Auto Workers and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers. She is now seeking support of the 1.3 million-
member Teamsters, one of the last unions to make a choice.

The statement said the meeting will give Harris a chance to 
discuss how she and the Teamsters “can work together to em-
power and protect workers, promote high labor standards and 
strengthen the American economy while expanding the middle 
class.”

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump met with the 
Teamsters members and leaders in January.

No matter who the Teamsters endorse, it won’t guarantee sup-

port of all the union’s members. In an interview with CBS on 
Sunday, President Sean O’Brien noted that the union is different 
from most because its membership is split evenly between 
Republicans and Democrats.

Trump touts past economic accomplishments as president

Former President Donald Trump is touting his past accom-
plishments on the economy before a group of executives and 
industry leaders.

In a speech to the Economic Club of New York on Thursday, 
Trump said he “took care of our economy like I would take care 
of my own company.”

The Republican presidential nominee also blasted Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris’ economic plans, saying the Democratic 
presidential nominee “wants four more years to enforce the 
radical left agenda that poses a fundamental threat to the pros-
perity of every American family and America itself.”

Trump said he was promising “low taxes, low regulation, low 
interest rates, low, low, low crime, and surging incomes for all.”

Trump, Harris lay out starkly different economic plans

Days before their first debate, Vice President Kamala Harris and 
former President Donald Trump are laying out starkly different 
visions for the U.S. economy.

Trump has floated the idea of chopping the 21% corporate tax 
rate to 15%, a proposal liked by companies, in addition to no 
taxes on tips and Social Security income. The corporate rate 
had been 35% when he became president in 2017, and he later 
signed a bill lowering it.

Harris has called for raising the corporate tax rate to 28%. In 
New Hampshire on Wednesday, she also called for expanding 
tax deductions tied to the expenses of starting a business and set 
a goal of 25 million applications to form new companies over 
the next four years.

Economists have warned about Trump’s plans to impose tariffs 
that he says would return manufacturing jobs to the U.S. Some 
have said such taxes on imports could worsen inflation, though 
he is vowing to cut down costs. Inflation peaked in 2022 at 9.1% 
but has since eased to 2.9% as of last month.

Trump was scheduled to appear before the Economic Club of 
New York on Thursday to make his case.
Voting and entertainment groups announce HBCU voter regis-
tration contest

A coalition of education, entertainment and political groups is 
launching an HBCU voter registration drive aimed at getting 
students from historically Black colleges to the polls.

Initiated Thursday, The Vote Loud: HBCU Voter Registration 
Challenge allows current students, alumni, professors and 
extended family members of historically Black colleges and 
universities to register to vote, logging a point for their school. 
Special prizes will be announced soon and may include special 
performances, organizers said.

The competition is open until Oct. 5. It was launched by BET, 
HBCU Buzz, Live Nation Urban, and former first lady Michelle 
Obama’s nonpartisan voting initiative When We All Vote.

Luke Lawal Jr. is founder and CEO of HBCU Buzz. He says the 
effort is not just about voting, but about “shaping policies that 
impact our education, our communities and our future.”

Trump election subversion case goes back to court

A judge is hearing arguments in Washington, D.C., Thursday 
about the potential next steps in the federal election subversion 
prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Su-
preme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents 
are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges.

Prosecutors and defense lawyers submitted dueling propos-
als late Friday before the status conference. U.S. District Judge 
Tanya Chutkan is presiding over the case that charges Trump 
with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 election in the 
run-up to the Jan. 6, 2021 riot at the U.S. Capitol.

As the hearing opened, the 
judge noted that it had been 
almost a year since she saw the 
lawyers in her courtroom. The 
case has been frozen since last 
December as Trump pursued 
his appeal.
GOP lawsuits set the stage for state challenges if Trump loses 
the election

Before voters even begin casting ballots, Democrats and Repub-
licans are engaged in a sprawling legal fight over how the 2024 
election will be run — a series of court disputes that could even 
run past Election Day if the outcome is close.

Both parties have bulked up their legal teams for the fight. 
Republicans have filed more than 100 lawsuits challenging vari-
ous aspects of vote-casting after being chastised repeatedly by 
judges in 2020 for bringing complaints about how the election 
was run only after votes were tallied.

After Donald Trump has made “ election integrity ” a key part 
of his party’s platform following his false claims of widespread 
voter fraud in 2020, the Republican National Committee says 
it has more than 165,000 volunteers ready to watch the polls in 
November.

Democrats are countering with what they are calling “voter 
protection,” rushing to court to fight back against the GOP 
cases and building their own team with over 100 staffers, several 
hundred lawyers and what they say are thousands of volunteers 
for November.
Key questions ahead of first Trump-Harris presidential debate

Donald Trump and Kamala Harris will debate for the first — 
and perhaps, last — time on Tuesday night as the presidential 
candidates fight to sway voters on the biggest stage in U.S. 
politics.

The meeting comes just 75 days after President Joe Biden’s 
disastrous debate performance triggered a political earthquake 
that ultimately forced him from the race. Few expect such a 
transformative result this time, but Trump is on a mission to 
end Harris’ “honeymoon” as polls suggest the Democratic vice 
president is now even — or slightly ahead — of the Republican 
former president in some swing states.

Harris, a former courtroom prosecutor, will enter the night with 
relatively high expectations against a Republican opponent with 
34 felony convictions and a penchant for false statements. The 
question is whether Harris, who did not particularly stand out 
during primary debates in her 2020 presidential campaign, can 
prosecute Trump’s glaring liabilities in a face-to-face meeting on 
live television with the world watching.

The 90-minute meeting begins at 9 p.m. ET Tuesday inside Phil-
adelphia’s National Constitutional Center. It will be moderated 
by ABC News anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis. Per rules 
negotiated by both campaigns, there will be no live audience.

▶ Here’s what we’re watching for on a historic night.

Harris accepts rules for Sept. 10 debate with Trump on ABC, 
including microphone muting

Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted the rules for next 
week’s debate with former President Donald Trump, although 
the Democratic nominee says the decision not to keep both 
candidates’ microphones live throughout the matchup will be to 
her disadvantage.

The development, which came Wednesday via a letter from 
Harris’ campaign to host network ABC News, seemed to mark 
a conclusion to the debate over microphone muting, which had 
for a time threatened to derail the Sept. 10 presidential debate at 
the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
Yahoo/News  The Associated Press
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Medications that increase your risk of falling
Many drugs can increase the risk of falls. 
The more drugs you take, the greater the 
chance that one or a combination of them 
will make a fall more likely to happen. 
Some medications are well known for 
side effects that increase a person’s risk of 
falling.
Doctors prescribe anti-hypertensive 
medications to keep blood pressure under 
control and decrease the risk of stroke 
and heart failure. However, these drugs 
can cause blood pressure to get too low 
when you stand up from a lying or sitting 
position (orthostatic hypotension). This 
happens commonly in older folks. The 
result is lightheadedness and feeling faint, 
which can easily lead to a fall.

Medications that suppress the central ner-
vous system are among those most likely 
to contribute to falling, as they reduce 
alertness and cause slower reactions and 
movements. These include:

Anti-anxiety drugs, such as diazepam 
(Valium) and lorazepam (Ativan)
Diphenhydramine (Benadryl), an older 
antihistamine. Because it causes drowsi-
ness, it is the most popular ingredient in 
over-the-counter sleep aids like Nyquil, 
Sominex, and Unisom. It is often com-
bined with pain medications, such as 
acetaminophen (Tylenol PM), ibuprofen 
(Motrin PM, Advil PM), and naproxen 
(Aleve PM).
Prescription medications to treat overac-
tive bladder, such as oxybutynin (Ditro-
pan) and tolterodine (Detrol).
Tricyclic antidepressants. Most often doc-
tors prescribe these types of antidepres-
sants, such as amitriptyline (Elavil), to 

help relieve chronic pain, especially nerve 
pain.
Prescription sleep drugs, including zol-
pidem (Ambien), zaleplon (Sonata), and 
eszopiclone (Lunesta).
Narcotics (opioids), such as codeine, hy-
drocodone (Vicodin), oxycodone (Perco-
dan, Percocet), hydromorphone (Dilau-
did), and fentanyl (Duragesic).
What do some medications, inner ear 
problems, foot pain, weight changes and 
vitamin D deficiency have in common? 
They can all affect your balance.

And when you’re an older adult, being 
just the slightest bit off balance—even for 
a moment—can lead to a debilitating fall.  
In fact, an estimated 1 in 3 people over 65 
will fall each year. Every 19 minutes, an 
older adults dies from a fall-related injury. 
Women are more likely to fall than men, 
but men are more likely to die from a fall 
than a woman.

The good news? Many falls are prevent-
able!

Keeping your balance and preventing 
a fall just got easier, thanks to a new 
report Preventing Falls, from the ex-
perts at Harvard Medical School. This 
information-packed guide explains how 
your body works to keep you balanced, 
and the health problems, medications, and 
home-hazards that can set you up for a 
fall. And it provides specific ways to help 
you improve your balance and maintain 
your mobility.

Discover the reasons most people fall.

Knowing what causes most falls, is one of 
the best ways to prevent them. This guide 
explains why some blood pressure medi-
cines may make you more likely to fall, 
how cognitive impairment and dementia 
can lead to balance problems, and how 
even small changes in the way you walk 
can increase the risk of falling. You’ll learn 
how improving your health can go a long 
way to preventing a fall.

For example, if your vision is failing or 
you have poor depth perception you are at 
a higher risk of falling. A simple eye exam 
can detect these problems.  Likewise, al-
lergies and head colds can cause dizziness. 
So if you have a head cold take extra care 
to use handrails. Having stiff joints can 
make it harder to catch yourself if you 
stumble. And if your neck is stiff you may 
end up turning your whole upper body to 
look behind you, which can easily throw 

you off balance.

Fortunately, for virtually every problem 
that can cause a fall, Harvard experts have 
uncovered a solution and included it in 
Preventing Falls.

You’ll discover exercise programs that 
help reduce the risk of falling, why it is 
important to gain and maintain muscle 
power as you age, moves that increase 
your flexibility and improve balance, 
balance-training exercises that are specifi-
cally designed to reduce falls—particularly 
in the elderly. And you’ll even learn about 
ways you can fall without getting hurt and 
so much more.

Don’t risk a debilitating fall. Get Prevent-
ing Falls and start reading right now so 
you can improve your balance and mobil-
ity and maintain your independence.

Reverse — and Even Prevent — Type 2 Diabetes 
with Lifestyle Strategies

his Special Health Report from the diabe-
tes experts shows you the most effective 
tools to help you prevent diabetes compli-
cations and ensure the best possible health 
for years to come. You’ll discover how to...

Improve your cell’s insulin sensitivity with 
powerful weight loss tips: You’ll learn 
about safe carbohydrates that help control 
blood sugar. Restaurant survival skills. 
Simple tricks to cut calories and portion 
sizes. And much more.

Reduce after-meal blood sugar spikes with 
a low-calorie, high fiber diet. Discover 
the type of fiber that appears to improve 
both blood sugar and insulin sensitivity 
plus helpful answers to the most common 
question among diabetics: “What can I 
eat?”
Help your cells sop up sugar from your 
bloodstream with exercise. Find out how 
you burn off glucose while watching TV 
or other easy activities. How to combine 
strength training and aerobic exercise for 
greater impact. The best time for exercise 
for blood sugar control. And more.

Weigh the pros and cons of new diabetes 

drugs. With so many medications avail-
able, how can you be sure you’re getting 
the best one(s) for your needs? Discover 
details of the different medications so you 
can make a more informed choice with 
your doctor.

Understand when and why you need 
insulin. Today, there are better drugs for 
diabetes than insulin, but sometimes it’s 
your best option. You’ll discover the differ-
ent types of insulin...the variety of delivery 
options...developing an insulin plan...and 
more.

Respond quickly to diabetic emergencies, 
including hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) 
and ketoacidosis, where blood glucose 
soars and acids build up in the blood. See 
how to spot the symptoms... treat them 
quickly... and help prevent these condi-
tions in the first place.

Be aware of possible long-term diabetes 
complications. If diabetes isn’t well con-
trolled, it can cause serious complications 
over time, including blindness, kidney fail-
ure, nerve damage, cardiovascular disease, 
and more. Discover the causes, symptoms, 

treatment of these and other 
complications.

Stay motivated in your 
diabetes management by 
understanding the “why” and 
“how” of diabetes. You’ll learn 
what is actually happening in 
the body when someone has 
diabetes and why it’s happen-
ing so you can best address 
the underlying issue.

And more! Find out what you 
must know about pregnancy 
and diabetes. Sleep-better tips that help 
control blood sugar. Doable options to 
help quit smoking which can provide 
better glucose control right away. And still 
more!

Living Well with Diabetes is your go-to 
source for authoritative news you can use 
to help enjoy good health and delay or 
prevent complications from this disease.
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Portobello ‘Steak’ au Poivre
Steak au poivre, a classic French dish of 
peppercorn-crusted steak with cream 
sauce, seems like it was meant to be made 
with mushrooms. Not only do mushrooms 
sear well, but they’re also a friend to the 
dish’s main flavorings of heavy cream, 
heady spices and warming liquor. For the 
best results, crisp the mushrooms first in a 
hot pan, baste them with garlic butter until 
tender, then let them simmer in the cream 
sauce so they soak up that richness. Eat 
with roasted, mashed or fried potatoes, a 
salad of watercress or another spicy green, 
and red wine, of course.
INGREDIENTS
4 large portobello mushrooms, stems and 
gills removed with a spoon
¼ cup olive oil
2 teaspoons coarsely ground black pepper

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus more 
as needed
3 garlic cloves, coarsely chopped
 Kosher salt
1 shallot, finely chopped
¼ cup Cognac or another brandy
¾ cup heavy cream
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
PREPARATION
Brush the mushrooms all over with olive 
oil. Sprinkle the pepper evenly over the gill 
sides (about 1/2 teaspoon per mushroom). 
Heat a large cast-iron skillet over medium-
high, then add the mushrooms gill side up 
and sear until the underside is browned 
and the gill side looks wet, 3 to 6 minutes. 
Flip and cook until golden and the pepper 
is fragrant, 2 to 4 minutes.
Reduce heat to medium-low. Flip the 

mushrooms so they’re gill 
side up, then add the butter 
and garlic, and season with 
salt. While stirring the garlic 
to keep it from scorching, 
tilt the skillet to spoon up 
the melting butter and baste 
the mushrooms until tender, 
2 to 5 minutes. Transfer the 
mushrooms to a plate, leav-
ing the butter in the skillet.
Add the shallot and stir until 
softened, 2 to 4 minutes, 
adding a little more butter if the pan is dry. 
Stand back, and carefully add the Cognac. 
(It might flame.) Stir until the Cognac has 
nearly evaporated. Add the heavy cream 
and mustard, season with salt, and stir to 
combine. Return the mushrooms to the 

pan gill side down, and cook until the 
cream is thickened and the color of a latte, 
2 to 4 minutes. Eat the mushrooms with a 
drizzle of the sauce.
By Ali Slagle

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE
INGREDIENTS 
1 cup salted butter* softened
▢1 cup white (granulated) sugar
▢1 cup light brown sugar packed
▢2 tsp pure vanilla extract
▢2 large eggs
▢3 cups all-purpose flour
▢1 tsp baking soda
▢½ tsp baking powder
▢1 tsp sea salt***
▢2 cups chocolate chips (or chunks, 
or chopped chocolate)

INSTRUCTIONS
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Line 
a baking pan with parchment paper 
and set aside.
In a separate bowl mix flour, baking 
soda, salt, baking powder. Set aside.
Cream together butter and sugars 
until combined.
Beat in eggs and vanilla until fluffy.
Mix in the dry ingredients until 
combined.
Add 12 oz package of chocolate 

chips and mix well.
Roll 2-3 TBS (depending on how 
large you like your cookies) of 
dough at a time into balls and place 
them evenly spaced on your pre-
pared cookie sheets. (alternately, 
use a small cookie scoop to make 
your cookies).
Bake in preheated oven for approx-
imately 8-10 minutes. Take them 
out when they are just BARELY 
starting to turn brown.
Let them sit on the baking pan for 2 
minutes before removing to cooling 
rack.
NOTES
Recipe information calculated based on 
this recipe making 36 cookies - 2 TBS of 
dough a piece)
Do not over bake
When you remove the cookies from the 
oven they will still look doughy. THIS 
is the secret that makes these cookies so 
absolutely amazing! Please, I beg you, do 
NOT over bake!
Ingredient Substitutions
Butter. I use salted butter, but unsalted 
butter would also be great. I just recom-

mend tasting the dough to 
ensure that it’s salted to your 
liking.
White Sugar.  You can use 
granulated white sugar or 
organic cane sugar.
Brown sugar. I use light 
brown sugar in this recipe for 
the best results.
Flour. I recommend using an 
unbleached, all-purpose flour 
to make these chocolate chip 
cookies. Many readers have 
used gluten-free all-purpose flour with 
excellent results. 
Sea Salt. I exclusively bake and cook with 
pure, fine sea salt. Sea salt is different than 
table salt (that is iodized), so if you use salt 
other than sea salt I recommend testing 
the recipe first with ½ tsp and then adjust-
ing to your taste.
Chocolate Chips. As you can see from the 
photos, sometimes I use chocolate chunks, 
chopped chocolate, or chocolate chips. It 
doesn’t matter what you use, as long as you 
use 2 cups.
How to freeze chocolate chip cookie 
dough
Portion dough, roll into balls and freeze in 
a single layer in an airtight container for 
up to 2 months. 

Note on the amount of flour in grams - the 
traditional conversion from cups to grams 
is 120 g all-purpose flour in 1 cup, which 
would mean this recipe needs 360 g flour. 
When I weigh the flour I use to make the 
perfect cookies it comes out to be 430 to 
450 g depending on the size of my eggs. I 
suggest starting with 360 and increasing 
as necessary. The dough should not be wet 
or sticky but it also should not be dry or 
crumbly.
Store
Store these chocolate chip cookies in an 
airtight container at room temperature for 
up to 5 days, or in the freezer for up to 2 
months.

Corn Casserole
Ingredients

 14.75 oz. creamed corn
15.25 oz. whole kernel sweet corn, drained
8.5 oz. Jiffy corn muffin mix
8 oz. sour cream
1 stick butter, melted
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded

Instructions
Oven
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
In a large bowl, combine all in-
gredients except for the cheddar 
cheese. Be sure to drain the whole 
kernel corn.
Pour into a greased 9 x 13 casserole 
dish or 10-inch cast iron skillet.
Bake uncovered for 45 minutes. 
Top with shredded cheddar. Bake 

for an additional 10-15 minutes, 
until the top begins to brown.
Let stand for 5 minutes prior to 
serving.
Crock Pot
In a large bowl, combine all in-
gredients except for the cheddar 
cheese. Be sure to drain the whole 
kernel corn first. Add it to a lightly 
greased Crock Pot.
Cook on high for 2-3 hours or on 
low for 4.
Add the shredded cheddar during 
the last 20 minutes of cooking.
Ensure the center is firm and set 
prior to serving.
Notes
Note: The Jiffy mix is not prepared 

and then added, just the contents 
of the box itself is added to the 
mixing bowl.
Make-Ahead Method:
Method 1: Assemble and Refriger-
ate 
Combine all ingredients except for 
the cheese and place in casserole 
dish. Cover with saran wrap and 
refrigerate until ready to bake. 
Let it sit at room temperature for 
30 minutes prior to baking, then 
bake as outlined
Method 2: Bake and Reheat
Bake covered at 350° for 50 min-
utes, let it cool, and refrigerate. 
Add the shredded cheese, cover it, 
and bake it at 300° for 10 minutes 

to warm it up. Bake again, uncov-
ered at 350° for 10-15 minutes, 
until the cheese is melted.

RECIPES
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On the lighter side....
“Don’t be afraid of the dog,” said the lady to Little Johnny, 
who was delivering her groceries.

“You know the old proverb, ‘A barking dog never bites?’”

“Yes,” replied Little Johnny. “You know the proverb. I 
know the proverb. But does your dog know the proverb?”
-------------------------------------------------------------
Why did the superhero flush the toilet?

Because it was their doo-dy!
-------------------------------------------------------
As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship was sink-
ing fast. He called out, “Anyone here know how to pray?”

One man stepped forward. “Aye, Captain, I know how to 
pray.”

“Good,” said the captain, “you pray while the rest of us put 
on our life jackets - we’re one short.”
---------------------------------------------------------------
A man had just got his car stuck in a during a drive in the 
country and he needed help getting it out. So he walked 
until he found a farm and asked the farmer for help. The 
farmer agrees to help the guy out. So he takes a horse out 
of the stable and leads him to the car. The farmer then ties 
a harness around the horse and the other end to the car.

The farmer yells, “Pull, Sandy!”

The horse just stands there.

The farmer yells, “Come on now, pull Twister!”

The horse once again just stands there.

Finally the farmer yells, “Ok dangit, PULL RANGER! 
You’re just standing there!”

Finally the horse springs forward and with all the strength 
he has he pulls the car out of the ditch and onto the road-

side.

The man thanks the farmer many times, but before leav-
ing the farmer why he yelled out names of horses that 
weren’t there.

The farmer just smiles and replies, “Oh, you see Ranger 
there is completely blind and a lazy horse. He wasn’t going 
to pull if he thought he was the only one trying.”
---------------------------------------------------------------
The test I gave my math class covered everything we’d 
studied all year -- fractions, percentages and portions of 
whole units.

But maybe I could have explained things better. To the 
question “What portion of a foot is six inches?”

One student answered, “The toes?”
------------------------------------------------------------
What branch of the military accepts newborns?

The infantry.
---------------------------------------------------------------
I adopted a 9 month old female Chihuahua; after a two 
week struggle for dominance she won leaving me some-
what perplexed.

After going over the training events step by step an 

epiphany graced me with a large dose of reality.

“If one wishes to train a dog he must first be smarter than 
the dog.”
--------------------------------------------------------------
When I look at chocolate, I hear two voices in my head.

The first one says, “You need to eat the chocolate.”

The second one says, “You heard. Eat the chocolate.”
----------------------------------------------------------
I asked my wife when her birthday was.

She said March 1st.

So I walked around the room and asked again.
----------------------------------------------------------------
Her: Could you loan me ten dollars please?

Him: What did you say?

Her (a bit louder): Could you loan me twenty dollars 
please?

Him: I thought you asked for ten!
------------------------------------------------------------
You know that you’re a really boring person when some-
one steals your identity and then tries to give it back.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Why was a new born puppy mad at his mother?

He felt that she gave him a licking for no reason.
------------------------------------------------------------
Little Johnny: “Having a farm is really hard work.”

Billy: “It’s an ant farm Johnny, all you have to do is super-
vise.”
-------------------------------------------------------------
Where do you find lost silverware?

Answer: At the fork in the road.


