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-: Navgrah Puja :-
Sunday, January 14 - 4:00 PM
-: India's Republic Day - Flag Ceremony :-
Friday, January 26 - 8:00 AM
-: Shree Jalarambapa Punyatithi :-
Saturday, February 10 - 5:30 PM
-: Maha Shivratri :-
Tuesday, February 13 - 5:00 PM
-: Holi :-
Thursday, March 1 - 4:00 PM
-: Shree Jalaram Mandir Inaguration Day :-
March - Details to be announced on
Website & via Email
-: Shri Ram Janmotsav :-

Akhand Ramdhun (24 Hours)
Saturday, March 24 - 10 AM till
Sunday, March 25 - 10 AM
Shri Ram Janmotsav Celebration
Sunday, March 25 - 11:00 AM
-: Shri Hanuman Jayanti :-

100 Hanuman Chalisa Path
Saturday, March 31 - 2:00 PM
Sunderkand Path
Saturday, March 31 - 8:00 PM
Prasad will be served after each event
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YA BusHl ¢¥9-3-YEIY 2124 AFAUL WF-ER-¢919 WR Aub sl Rridl S,
If you would like to sponsor any of the events, aarti or prasad seva,
please contact Dipak @ 847-322-4634 or Rajesh @ 224-622-9717




President's Corner

Bakul Thakkar

Respected Shree Jalaram devotees:

We have been very active in vyear 2017 in terms of devotee's
participation and support to the Mandir. Large number of devotees
participated in Diwali celebration and welcoming new vyear. During
last quarter of this year we also enjoy Shree Jalaram Jayanti, one of the
important religious day for our Mandir. Annakut was planned for both
occasions and many varieties of Prasad weve offered to our God.

Mandir volunteers and committee members worked hard to make sure
Mandir’s religious values are maintained along with events provide
entertainment.

Navagraha Puja on Sunday, January 14" will be our next scheduled
Puja for new year. We would [(ike to see at least 25 Yajamans for this
Puja and for that we need your participation. Please take time to give
your names to our Pujari or to office team. Details are posted on
Mandir bulletin board.

Shree Jalaram Punyatithi is scheduled on Saturday, February 10%.

Thursday, March 8% 2018 will be 10" year celebration for our Mandir. It
has been 10 years since our Mandir has open the door for Jalarambapa's
devotees. Board members have planned big celebration to enjoy whevre
we were 10 years ago and where we are now. Please mark the date and
details of the celebration is forthcoming.

Please continue to provide your support and guidance to take our
Mandir to one step higher as religious and educational place for our
young devotees.

Jay Jalaram
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Bhavika's Bharat Natyam Arangetram Journey with Jalaram Mandir

Hi my name is bhavika and I am the first bharatnatyam student from Jalaram Mandir
to do an aragetram. I want to briefly describe my amazing journey.

Jalaram Mandir started on March 8th 2008. That year they made a plan to provide free
Bharatnatyam classes for anyone interested in learning this art form. My mom heard
about it and signed me up without even asking me as she knew I would love to learn this
art form. I was the first student signed up on the (ist. My mom came home from Mandir
and just told me she got me registered for Bharatnatyam classes, and this is where my
journey started.

My mom and I really appreciated that Mandir can provide this. I went to Mandir for
classes until I finished high school. After high school I went off to Purdue ‘University for
college but I did not give up on my dancing. I would drive home or take the bus home
from school every other week for the weekend and go to dance class at my guru's home
Mrugakshi Patel. After college graduation I moved even further away to Kansas and
took on a travel job, but I still continued my dance. Even during travel I would schedule
a lay off in Chicago or make a one day stop on a weekend to take a class.

Finally last year I ended up moving to Chicago permanently which made going to dance
class easier. This was the perfect time to start planning my Arvangetram. I started
working hard towards my Arangetarm to receive a degree in Bharatnatyam. I finally
had my Arangetarm on July 29th 2017. It was the most memovrable day of my life. It is
also one of my biggest achievements as well. Currently I assist my Gurus to teach the
same classes at Mandir to young givls. I will continue to do this as much as possible.

My family and I will forever be grateful to the Mandir for providing such an amazing
opportunity to many girls (ike myself.

- Bhavika




Youth Corner
20 Fast Facts About Hinduism

1) Hinduism is the oldest known religion in the world. In fact, it goes back as
far as 5,000-10,000 B.C.

2) There is no known founder or governing body of Hinduism.

3) “Hinduism” is not the real word for the religion. That was made up by
Greeks and Arvabs to those (iving by the Sindhu river. The real name for
Hinduism is Saritana Dharma. This means “eternal dharma”, or eternal
truth.

4) Hindus believe the purpose of life is to attain self-realization, or
enlightenment.

5) Hinduism is the 3rd largest religion in the world, with over a billion
followers.

6) Hindus believe there is only one unmanifested, eternal reality that can be
found through enlightenment. This one reality has taken on the form of
everything we see today- including gods and goddesses. So even though they
worship many gods, in reality it’s a monotheistic religion.

7) Dharma (vighteousness), Artha (means of money), Kama (vight desive), and
Moksha (salvation), make up the 4 main life-goals of Hinduism.

8) The major books of Hinduism are: the Vedas, Ramayana, Bhagavad Gita, 18
Puranas, and Mahabharata.

9) The most common language for Hindu scriptures is Sanskrit- the oldest
language in the world.

10) Hinduism strongly encourages a vegetarian diet- something that many
Hindus follow. However, many practitioners in India simply omit beef and
pork from their diet, and follow vegetarian guidelines on auspicious days.

11) Hindus believe in reincarnation- the soul is immortal, but takes on the
form of many bodies until they achieve enlightenment.

12) The Rig Veda is the oldest known book in the world.




13) The Vedas wevre preserved for over 5,000 years without the use of printing.
This was done by memorization!

14) The ideas of decimals and many other complex math equations were
created by Hindus.

15) Om is considered to be the subtle sound of the universe, and can be heard
in deep meditation.

16) The supreme divine spirit is considered to be both male and female.

17) Yoga, Pranayama, Meditation, Vastu, Jyotish, Tantra, Astrology are huge
contributions to the world, and have become extremely popular in the
west...often influencing many different aspects of culture- fashion, diet,
lifestyle, and spirituality.

18) The Kumbhamela, a spiritual gathering of all types every 3 years, is the
largest gathering of human beings in the world.

19) There are three major sects in Hinduism: Shaiva, Shakti, and Vaishnava.
But these are not strict; a follower can practice multiple paths because they're
so similar.

20) Hinduism accepts the idea that anyone in any religion can attain
salvation/enlightenment through perseverance, devotion, and personal
experience in deep pravyer ov meditation. Instead of closing off to many
religions, they have opened themselves up to it.
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SoTaTey e
Let's all try to save the planet for our future generations. Going forward
starting with January 2017 issue, we have not been mailing a physical
copy of Jalaram Darpan to everyone in the mail. ' We have been publishing
the Darpan on our website at www.shreejalarammandir.org as
have been sending it via email to those members who provided it to us.

If you want to share your relatives and friends email address, please send
it to shreejalarammandirchicago@gmail.com.
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