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 Don’t Lose Your Identity 

―You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it 
salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. You are the light of the 

world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.‖ ~ Matthew 5:13-14 (NLT) 

Many of you know that I lost a nephew because he caught Covid in early December. Because he had 
Leukemia, he did not have the immunity to fight off the virus and as a result he passed away on 
January 3rd. This was almost the same date that my brother passed away a year ago when he caught 
the same virus. As you can imagine, I was very sad about the loss of my nephew… and even sadder 
because it brought back memories of losing my brother just a year ago.  
 

We may never know the exact number of people who passed away due to Covid, but we all know 
people who died from it or people who have family members who died from it. In the midst of death 
and disease … in the midst of great disagreements and discouragement, both in the church and in the 
world, it is easy to lose our identity as followers of Jesus Christ.  
 

I have to admit to you that as your pastor, it has been hard to focus on the mission or ministry of our 
church. At times, I question my role and my calling; I asked God if it was a mistake that I am a pastor, 
for in many ways, I am not worthy. I get so distracted by everything that is happening around me, 
including the tragedies of life … the loss of friends and family members; not to mention the uncertain 
future of our denomination with the upcoming General Conference and all. It is exhausting just thinking 
about life and ministry these days. 
 

It is not my intention to write to you a gloom and doom message in this article. What I want to 
communicate is … even in the midst of our troubles, please know that you are not alone if you are 
feeling tired and exhausted from everything that is happening both in our churches and in the world. 
Our troubles at times can be too big for us to handle and they can make us forget who we are as 
followers of Jesus Christ. It is easy to lose ourselves and our identity when we have so much to 
contend with.  
 

Whatever trouble life throws our way, it is always helpful for me to remember my calling and the 
reason I am where I am today. I have to believe that I am not here by accident. As Christians we have 
been called for the purpose of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ to the world. Jesus says we are 
witnesses who are salt and light in the world. Salt is used to flavor foods and drinks, and we light our 
homes and streets so we can see in the dark. Like salt and light, followers of Jesus are called to flavor 
the world with grace, mercy, peace and hope, and we are to light the paths of the world so that people 
can see where they are going; we are called to make the world a better place to live through living out 
the good news that has transformed our lives. Our identity is in Jesus Christ who calls us to transform 
the world by being salt and light where ever we are. Remember that we are a people who joined a 
movement that brings God’s Kingdom on Earth. Therefore, even when we face death and all kinds of 
tragedies in life, let us never lose our identity. 
 

May God light you path, and may he salt your world with grace, mercy, peace and hope! 
 

Together in Christ,  
Pastor Mao Her 
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Beginning on February 6th …   

We’ll begin a long exploration of the book EXODUS! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UP-COMING SERMONS 

 
 

February 6
th

  
―Be Fruitful and Multiply‖ ~ Exodus 1 

 

February 13
th

 
―Blood is Thicker than Water‖ ~ Exodus 2 

 

February 20
th

  
―The Great I AM‖ ~ Exodus 3 

 

February 27
th

 
―The Great Commissioning‖ ~ Exodus 4 

 
Join us for worship every Sunday in 2022 as we learn how to follow the 

way of the Lord! 
 

Come and follow Him in His footsteps! 
 



 
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

6th       Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 

Psalm 138 (UMH 853)  
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 
  

13th   Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 
  

20th  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772) 
 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
 Luke 6:27-38 
  

27th  Exodus 34:29-35 

 Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
 Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
BULLETINS 
6th  
13th  
20th   
27th Celebrate George Nefstead’s Birthday 
 
COFFEE HOUR  
6th  
13th  
20th   
27th  
 
COUNTERS  
6th Carrie & Steve Montgomery 
13th Carrie & Steve Montgomery 
20th  Janet Brown & Denise Edlund 
27th  Carrie & Steve Montgomery- 
 
LAY LITURGISTS   
6th Carrie Montgomery 
13th Steve Montgomery 
20th  Janet Brown 
27th  Carrie Montgomery 
 
Thank You! 

 
 

 

Birthday(s) This Month… 
 

2nd Chiyoko Hasegawa 

5th  Mae Heisel 

5th  Carrie Montgomery 

6th  Victor McCullough 

7th Judy Larson 

8th Jenny Dondajeski 

9th Jerry Freitag 

12th  Stephanie Brown 

20th Madelyn Brown 

25th Carol Olson 

27th Doris Stepanski 

29th George Nefstead 

  

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

when you see them! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone that is stepping up to do 
Coffee Hour…everyone appreciates it! 
 
Please see the sign-up sheets on the credenza 
outside of the church office… thanks! 
 

 

GOODWILL BINGO… 
  

 

 

We will be having our monthly bingo/lunch 

with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday, 

February 17th, at 11:00 AM.   
 

Please see the sign-up sheet if you are 

interested in helping in any way. 



 

 
 

UMW CORNER 
   

 
 

Since we don't know what Omicron is going to 
do in the next few weeks, the Feb. meeting is 
still up in the air.  Please, please everyone play 
safe. 
 

Judy 
 
 

Year-end Financial Picture 2021 

Now that we have moved on to 2022, the books 

for 2021 have been closed and this is a general 

recap of how CUMC did financially.   

Our grateful thanks to each and every one of 

you who did your part to keep us in operation 

by sharing your financial fruits! 

 We came within $79 (short) of receiving 

all our Pledges of $102,289 

 

 Took in an additional $3,615 in building 

rentals (adding the SDA church contract) 

 

 Overall, we overspent in our church 

building (Maintenance / Utilities) by $2,112.  

Keep in mind we did ask for special 

contributions as necessary and got them! 

 

 We are still paying down our line of 

credit and the balance owed is $4,089 (Parking 

lot loan) 

 

 We ended our year short by $2,558.  We 

had 20 pledging Units (families) and about 25 

not pledged but giving regularly. 

 
 

 

Soup Exchange 

Are you interested in getting 4 quarts of soup 

for the winter?  We are planning on doing a 

soup exchange on February 19th, from Noon to 

1:00 PM, but first we need to know how many 

and who is interested.   

It will work like this: You will let the hosts 

(Denise and Janet) know if you’re coming and 

what type of soup you intend to bring; please 

be flexible if that type of soup is already 

accounted for. 

On the day of the exchange, you will provide 4 

quarts of your yummy soup (in disposable 

containers), four copies of your recipe and 

show up to church.  

You will leave the exchange with four quarts of 

soup, each a different recipe. 

If you are interested, please call Denise Edlund 

or Janet Brown and let us know what type of 

soup you would bring.  Also, please inform us 

of any allergies. 



FEBRUARY 2022 
 

 
Sunday 

  
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 

  

  1 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
7:00 – 9:00 PM – 
Southside SDA 

2 

 

3 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
 
 

4 5  
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM – 

Southside SDA 

6 
9:30 – 10:00 AM – Adult 

Sunday School 
9:45 AM – Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE – Sacrament of 
Holy Communion  

 

 
 

7 
 

  

8 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
7:00 – 9:00 PM – 
Southside SDA 

9 
 
   

10 
10:00 AM –  

Caring UMW 
 

6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

11 

 
  

12 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM – 

Southside SDA 
 
 
 

  

13 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult 

Sunday School 
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE   
 
 

14 

6:30 PM – Accountable 
Leadership Board Meeting  

 

Happy Valentine’s 
Day! 

 

15 
6:00 PM - Jazzercise  

 
7:00 – 9:00 PM – 
Southside SDA 

 
 
 

16 
 

17 
11:00 AM – BINGO 

with Goodwill  
COC South 

 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 
 

18 
 

 
  

19 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM – 

Southside SDA 

 

Noon – 1:00 PM – 

Soup Exchange 

20 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult 

Sunday School 
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE   
 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
   

22 
600 PM – Jazzercise 

  
7:00 – 9:00 PM – 
Southside SDA 

 
 

23 

 

24 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
 

25 

 
26 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM – 
Southside SDA 

 

 

27 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult 

Sunday School 
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE 
 
 

 

28 
 

 
March 1

st
  

 

 

    

 



 

The NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR 

March is: 

February 20th                     

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

5200 South 48th Street 

Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220 

Worship ………………………………..………...….. 10:15 AM 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is served on the 

First Sunday of each Month 

Rev. Mao Her………….………..…………….……….….Pastor 

Church Office ………..………….…………... 414 421-0202 

Email…………….…..………. christumc1@sbcglobal.net     

Website……….…..… http://greenfieldchristumc.org/  

Rev. Dr. Hee-Soo Jung…………….…….Resident Bishop 

Rev. Forest Wells………….……District Superintendent  

 

 

Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis 

……………………………….District Superintendent 

Newsletter email address……same as church 
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