
May 23, 2021 
Day of Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: O Day Full of Grace (A.K. Organ) 
 
MEDITATION:  
 
Third Article of The Creed 
Donald W. Johnson 
 
The work of the Holy Spirit, this gentle one of the Trinity,  
this soft breeze that woos us and stirs faith in us: 
 
This is the same Spirit who was present in creation  
and moved over the face of the waters. 
 
This is the same Spirit who breathed life into us. 
 
This is the same Spirit who came to Mary  
and called forth the life of Jesus in her body. 
 
This is the same Spirit who calls you this day  
to follow the way of the Lord. 
 
This is the same Spirit who is the gift  
to the people of God for the ministry of the Church. 
 
Within us there is always that ego which wants to proclaim, “Look what I 
have found, look what I have discovered, look what I have done, look 
what I deserve.” But we know that it is not true.  
 
It is gift – this faith. 
 
Be open to God – be open to the Spirit.  



GATHERING SONG: O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627) 

 
 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth 
to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 



 
HYMN OF PRAISE: Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 

 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: Acts 2:1-4 & Galatians 4:1-7; 5:16-26  
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
 
 



Galatians: 
1My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than 
slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; 2but they remain 
under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 3So with us; 
while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the 
world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
"Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God. 
 
16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For 
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires 
is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 
you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also be guided by the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, 
competing against one another, envying one another. 
 
Word of God, 
word of life. 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Holy Spirit Reign Down 
Richard Edmonds, Soloist 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
 
SERMON 
 
 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) 

 
 
 
 



 
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church:  
to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many 
and varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our 
visioning and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s creative 
work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is 
full of your creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand 
and give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the 
face of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking 
different languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. 
Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your 
gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs 
of our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to 
wholeness all who are in any need this day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts we have 
received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us 
to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of 
praise. We give you thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice 
in the witness of your saints. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
  



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY: Spirit Song (W&P 130) 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and 
the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of 
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed 
the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms 
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
  



LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING SONG: O Spirit All-Embracing (ACS 944) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE: Come God, Creator, Holy Spirit (J.S. Bach) 
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