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Welcome
Message from Your President
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I'm excited to welcome our three new board members. Pamela
Boyle and Nancy Boyle are Trustees and Martha Combs is the
Assistant Treasurer. We have a lot of work to do, so we can provide
you, our members, with interesting and informative meetings.
Hopefully, we'll resume special events sometime in 2021 plus
Veteran's Park continues to be closed to meetings.

throughout the year.
Under

ideal

conditions the plants
should never totally

Good News! Your DBOS Board voted and you all won! All members who have paid their 2020
dues will receive their 2021 membership for free. PLEASE PAY YOUR 2020 DUES IF YOU
HAVEN’T ALREADY DONE SO.

dry out, but should
not be allowed to
remain sodden. Pure

January 13, 2021 - Join us on Zoom for our monthly meeting
by clicking on the link below:.

water of less than
180

ppm/tds

(total

dissolved solids) and
6 to 6.7ph is very
beneficial

for

optimum

growth.

Humidity between 50
and 70% is optimum.
Maintain

Topic: Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista CA , “ Becoming an 80 Percentile Grower”
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85641453406?pwd=V3FpUm53bWVBbExPV3JIdHhMTnI5Zz09

good

air

movement.
Bright shade (1800 2000 foot candles).
Odontoglossums are
often found at the
forest edge in bright

Any true orchid lover knows the sickening feeling when you find an orchid in your collection
that has lost its ID tag. Over recent months, I’ve found quite a collection of these tags under my
orchid structure. Between all the construction we’ve undergone at our house this last year and
my insistence of moving my more delicate orchids inside when a cold snap hits south Florida, it
wreaks havoc on the ID tag placement.
Do you have a secret to keeping your ID tags in place? If you post a picture on our Facebook
page “Delray Beach Orchid Society” , there’s a good chance someone will be able to help you with
an ID. There are also several Facebook forums where you can ask fellow orchid enthusiasts to
“name that orchid”. Just a few are: FOG (Florida Orchid Growing), Orchids for Beginners and
Orchid Tips & Tricks.
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Orchid Judging
Congratulations to last month’s 9 Blue Ribbon winners and two CCM winners. We thank all our
members for submitting their lovely flowers for judging. Joan Connors, AOS Judge, continues
her excellent presentation of all orchids submitted.
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Please be sure to send in photos of your orchids for judging – it’s thrilling to see what our
members are growing at home. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to show us the orchids
that you normally wouldn’t be able to bring into the meeting – such as those that you have
growing on trees.

variations
habitat

Thank you Joan for your incredible presentations!
See you on Wednesday January 13, 2021 at 7:00 m.
Michele Owens, President
Delray Beach Orchid Society
954 695-7889
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OUR DECEMBER BLUE RIBBON
AND CCM AWARD WINNERS



BLC Hawaiian Lighting Red Tip Grown by

D purpureaum Grown by Thomas

Lsa. Dick Pippen grown by Sara M.

Thomas

BLC. Sa-Ngob Delight Krairit grown by
BC. Punakee Lee Grown by Sara M.

V.Aranda Grown by Ron M.

Paph Wossner Helene grown by Annette J.

BLC Kim Ma Nee Tong NN grown by Annette

Bernadette G.

BLC Graf's Cuarima grown by Barbara S.

Pot X Chocolate Drop grown by Barbara S

CTLY Ethel's Paradise Hawaii

JANUARY SPEAKER

We welcome back Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids, Califorrnia. His fascinating lecture is: "Becoming an 80
Percentile Grower" . Ever wonder what the most important requirements are for growing the best orchids?
Learn about the underlying reasons of how and why orchids grow as they do. Then explore the fundamentals and
advanced growing techniques to best grow them. Orchid plant culture is explained as you have never heard it before.
Learn how to become an 80 percentile grower, expect to be wowed by this talk!
The presenter will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista. Fred has been growing orchids for 42 years and has
been hybridizing for 38 of those years. With over 34 years as a professional grower and manager in the horticultural
industry, Fred applies these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California.
He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. Although developing Cattleya hybrids
has been his sustaining interest, he is also actively creating new Paphiopedilum and Aussie Dendrobium hybrids plus
some others to be named if they work out!
His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of several notable hybrids, most recently
the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced “the blackest flower ever witnessed”. This grex has received over 100
awards worldwide with nine FCC’s and thirty AM’s from the AOS judges!
Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have received hundreds of quality awards
from the American Orchid Society.

Growing Aussie Dendrobiums by Fred Clarke
Australian Dendrobiums are becoming a popular plant for orchid hobbyists. Their
tolerance to a wide range of temperatures makes them ideal for our weather conditions
here in the USA. Aussie Dendrobium flowers are fragrant and come in many sizes and
colors. In recent years the Australian breeders have made some significant
improvements and their efforts have captured the eye of almost every orchid grower in
Australia.
Watering and Fertilizing are related as water carries fertilizer into the root zone.
Important for good Aussie Dendrobium growth is to have their roots dry down between
watering. In the summer fertilize with every watering using a fertilizer solution of 100
PPM nitrogen; this equates to ½ tsp. in a gallon of water. In the summer when days are
long and warm, the plants are in active growth and photosynthesis is at a high rate. As a result, you water and thus fertilize
more, usually 2 times a week, however during the hottest period watering may be 3 times a week. During the cooler months,
December-February, allow the plants to be totally dry before watering, generally every 10-12 days. In nature most Aussie
Dens grow as lithophytes (on rocks) or epiphytes (in trees) which are well drained. The key to good Aussie Den culture is
always check that the potting media has dried out sufficiently before watering.
Light levels, Temperature, and Air Movement. These are closely related, as light raises temperature and air movement cools
it. Aussie Dendrobiums like light levels of about 2500-3500 foot candles (fc). For optimal growth I suggest growing under 5565 % shade in winter and 65-75 % shade in summer. This is accomplished by adding a second layer of 30% shade cloth in late
spring thru late summer. Also a Southern exposure or a location where the plants will receive plenty of bright, filtered light
will work. The plants prefer summer day temperatures of 75-90 F and for winter nights of 45-55 F. Aussie Dens. are quite
adaptable and short periods of higher or lower temperature usual don’t damage the plants. In nature Aussie Dens. receive
abundant air movement. Your growing area needs to have good air movement for best culture.
To read the entire article, click here:
Orchid shown is Den. Regal Gilliseston. Visit his web site to find other beautiful orchids, you can buy.

FROM THE AOS
WINTER CARE IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
Cattleya
Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as will potting. Be on the lookout for senescing sheaths on your
winter-into-spring bloomers. Careful removal of the dying sheaths will still allow buds to develop without the
danger of condensation-induced rot. Low light will lead to weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is
critical. If you have a chance to get out to nurseries, there may still be a chance to acquire good plants in sheath
for spring bloom. Getting them now not only ensures that you'll have them, but allows them to acclimate to your
conditions and bloom at their best
Phalaenopsis
Now is the peak of spike development, with the first plants in full flower. Staking and plant preparation is a must
for those all-important spring shows. Correct staking now will give a better display and also make it much easier
to transport to your society meetings and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid mechanical damage to the
flowers, as well as rot-related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to avoid botrytis inoculation. Do not
repot this month. Now you'll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at orchid shows and sales.
Odontoglossums
Odontoglossums and their intergeneric hybrids offer a great splash of
color now. Though once thought of as being difficult to grow and
requiring cool temperatures due to the emphasis on odontoglossum
breeding, the new intergeneric hybrids made using Oncidium and
Brassia, for example, are just the opposite. These plants are quite
content in more intermediate conditions. New growths generally emerge
in the spring, later forming beautiful plump pseudobulbs. Look for the
flower spikes to emerge from the inner sheath of the pseudobulb. If your plant's pseudobulbs are shriveled, then
the plants have been kept too dry or too wet. Inspect the roots to determine which condition prevailed. If the lead
pseudobulb is large, plump and green (and back bulbs are shriveled) but no flower spike is evident, the plants
may have been kept too dry.

From the American Orchid Society
www.AOS.org

*******************************************************************************************************************

Help raise funds for DBOS by using
Amazon Smile .
Did you know that you can help support
DBOS
by
using Smile.Amazon.com.
Amazon Smile will donate a portion of
the eligible purchases to DBOS, just
name Delray Beach Orchid Society as
your favorite charity and shop at
Smile.Amazon.com

==============================
Board Members
President: Michele Owens

Check out the
American Orchid
Society's web site for
plenty of interesting
articles and photos on
awarded orchids. Pests, fungus, cold,
rain damage? Click here:

==========================
Upcoming Events
Veteran's Park continues to be closed and we do not

have a reopening date. As for now, our monthly

Programs: Judith Cohen

meetings will be held using ZOOM . If you have any
questions, please contact our President, Michele, or

Membership: Chickie Tobias
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Martha Combs
Recording Secretary: Donna Holt
Corresponding Sec.: Bernadette Garfinkel

Judith Cohen, Program Chair or one of the Board
members. They are ready to help you.
Scheduled Meetings:
January 13, 2021: Fred Clark, Sunset Valley Orchids –
Vista CA ." Becoming 80 Percentile Grower"

Trustees:
Nancy Boyle
Pamela Boyle
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan

February 10, 2021: Tom Kuligowski “Taking better
pictures of your Orchids”
March 10, 2021: Carrie Raven-Reiman “Is that a
Phalaenopsis?”
April 14, 2021 TBD

Newsletter Editor: Valerie Smith
Club Photographer: John Morris

May 12, 2021: Peter Lin

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this newsletter, please feel free to
contact our President, Michele Owens at at 954-6957889 or email.
If you have special event in your life or know of a
member who is ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary,

Bernadette

Garfinkel

at

561

398-

6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or phone number? We
don't want to lose contact with you. Please contact our
Membership Chair, Chickie Tobias

