JULY 2022
LOCAL PROGRAMS
RANKED CHOICE VOTING WORKING GROUP
— by Lois Taft
Ranked choice voting (RCV) is an
electoral reform that will strengthen
our democracy. A referendum on the
November ballot will give Evanston
voters an opportunity to decide
whether to adopt ranked choice
voting in deciding the mayor, city
clerk and city council members beginning with the April 2025
consolidated election. A group of LWVE members will work with
other organizations to assure that we have informed voters who
understand the issues involved in this electoral change. To join the
effort, contact Lois Taft at taftlb@uwec.edu.
In RCV, candidates must have at least 50 percent of the vote to win.
This leads to the election of candidates who have broad support
and are able to forge consensus. If a voter’s first choice doesn’t
win, their vote still counts toward the candidate they ranked as
their next choice. In short, ranked choice voting gives voters more
choices and more power.

ADDRESSING INCIVIL
PUBLIC DISCOURSE

Since RCV allows a winner to be
elected in a single election, another
name for RCV is “instant runoff.” This
change substantially reduces the drop
in voter participation that commonly
occurs between the primary and runoff
election. Another benefit is that in RCV
elections, candidates have an incentive
to appeal to the broadest coalition of
voters — not just a vocal minority. Competition between candidates
is reduced and there is less negative campaigning.
Several state-wide reform groups are currently advocating for a
change in the electoral process to ranked choice voting. They are
Reform for Illinois and Fair Vote Illinois. Both of their websites have
a wealth of information to learn more about ranked choice voting.
www.fairvoteillinois.org
www.reformforillinois.org/election-reform
To better understand the process, watch this 2-minute video:
tinyurl.com/4jkuu6wj

LEAGUE COMMITS TO MONITOR
REDISTRICTING PROCESS

— by Karen Telser

— by Betty Hayford

We are in a period of frequent outbursts of public incivility across
the country, with small groups of people aggressively disrupting
library and school board, city government, not-for-profit and other
public meetings. When that happens, the free flow of informed,
accurate, important information is blocked — and some who wish
to attend those meetings stay away out of fear.

The 2020 census demonstrated that the population of Evanston
has increased modestly and residents have moved within the
city. Population variations among the nine wards have increased.
A city committee has been formed to gather information about
ward differences and principles of redrawing ward boundaries.
LWVE has adopted a program to follow the process and keep its
members and others informed about developments.

Incivil discourse violates the right of others to safely engage in free
speech and is a serious threat to the underpinnings of our democracy.
One of the LWVE’s action efforts for the 2022-23 League year is
to address incivil public discourse in our own community, asking:
•
Has public incivility in Evanston or Skokie impeded our local
democratic processes in recent times?
continued on page 9

Evanston wards were last redrawn after the 2000 census. Following
the 2020 census, we know that the population deviation of current
ward boundaries is 20.4 percent. The 5th ward and the 9th ward
are more than 8 percent below the average, and the 3rd ward
is more than 11 percent above the average. City council formed
a redistricting committee to discuss criteria for redrawing ward
continued on page 8

LETTER FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT
Dear Colleagues,
Summer is a wonderful season in Evanston and many
of us are engaged in summer activities and travel as the
threat of Covid is eased by vaccinations and boosters. For
Evanston and Northshore neighbors, the return to summer
traditions was shaken by the vicious shootings during the
Fourth of July parade in nearby Highland Park. Tragically,
seven lives were lost and many were injured in another
senseless mass shooting. Out of caution, the parade and
fireworks in Evanston were cancelled, and the LWVE team
that had decorated a vehicle and donned suffragist sashes
to march in honor of our League’s centennial celebration
had to abandon their plans (story page 9).
But the work of the League goes on, and this summer issue of The Intercom appears
in the midst of many spring/summer league events. We held our annual meeting
in mid-May and this event was unusually festive and celebratory, as you will see
(page 5). In mid-August, we will hold our annual legislative lunch, hosting our
multiple representatives in the Illinois legislature reporting to us on achievements in
Springfield this year and priorities they have for the fall session. We are happy that
these events brought us together in person and throughout the year, we will continue
with programs both live and virtual (Events page 9).
Summer also provides League members an opportunity to plan our activities
for the coming year, and, in particular, to shape our local program efforts. At the
annual meeting we adopted three local program projects, outlined in stories in this
issue (page 1). We urge all members to get involved and contribute to these three
important topics. Not surprisingly, each of these topics relates to our core mission
of educating voters and encouraging participation in the election process. A shift
to ranked choice voting could change the appearance of ballots in future elections.
Re-drawing Evanston’s ward lines will impact our local elections. And, improving the
quality of civil discourse should benefit both residents and council members.
Illinois held primary elections in June this year and the November election will soon
come to occupy our thoughts and conversations. As always, the League of Women
Voters will work to educate our members and our neighbors about the candidates
and issues. The Evanston city council has already approved a referendum on ranked
choice voting and the community will need information about how it would work.
Producing and distributing information is always a significant task and we hope many
of you will respond when the voter services group calls for volunteers to achieve its
goal of creating an informed electorate.
Please read about these activities throughout this Intercom and think about what
you want to do to improve the electoral process and our civic environment. And, of
course, enjoy the summer!
— Betty Hayford, Vice President, on behalf of the Executive Committee

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

If you have renewed your annual membership, thank you for your continued
support. If you have not, we encourage you to do so soon as possible so that you
can keep your membership active. Mail to the LWVE office or pay securely online
with PayPal at www.lwve.org.
We are pleased to welcome new members Sydell Adelberg, Sarah “Sally”
deVincentis, Betty Jo Henson, Steven Murphy, Paula Scholl and Gail Weisberg.
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public policy through education and advocacy.
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HELP US CONTINUE OUR CENTENNIAL RESEARCH AND PROMOTION
— by Joan Linsenmeier and Betty Hayford
Celebration of 100 Years of the League
of Women Voters of Evanston started
early this year with the creation of an
anniversary logo, developed by board
member Mark Tendam and visible on
the Intercom masthead, e-blasts, our
website and elsewhere. At the March 23
meeting of the Evanston City Council,
Mayor Daniel Biss, LWVE member, read
a proclamation declaring it to be “a
day to celebrate the foundation of the
League of Women Voters of Evanston…
its contributions over the last century and its commitment to ongoing
civic action.” We held our Annual Meeting on May 11 at the historic
Woman’s Club of Evanston — site of the first meeting of LWVE!
Research on the history of the League has been a focus since the
first planning meeting last November. Two history articles have
been published in the Intercom, one on the founding of the League
and one on the 1923 Citizenship School in Evanston. Other reports
have been drafted and an analysis of the first five years of League
activities is included in this edition. Other projects are underway,
some in collaboration with Lauren Dain, a recent graduate of
ETHS, recipient of an LWVE scholarship and current intern with the
Evanston Women’s History Project at the Evanston History Center.

Oral histories have been conducted that will help put a personal
perspective on our efforts to understand common threads linking
early League priorities to more recent efforts.
We are revising a long-standing commitment to Evanston by creating
a new edition of This Is Evanston, the tenth detailed update since its
first appearance in 1949. This guide to Evanston’s history, character,
government, educational and community services is enhanced
by photographs, maps and charts and has long-been a valuable
resource for League members, residents and local organizations.
The revision process has clarified some of the issues that currently
engage citizens and local government including affordable housing,
climate change, economic development and equity.
A more detailed understanding of the history of the League
has demonstrated the evolution of the League commitment
to broadening community participation in our election and
governing processes.
The committee working on the 100th Anniversary activities
welcomes contributions from members that expand the timeline
of events, issues and key women of the first 25 years of our League.
This work will enrich web pages of the Evanston Women’s History
Project, add historical content to the LWVE website and help
us prepare additional articles for our newsletters. Interested?
Contact Joan Linsenmeier, j-linsenmeier@northwestrn.edu or Lori
Osborne, ljosbo1@comcast.net

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF EVANSTON — THE FIRST FIVE YEARS
— by Lori Osborne,
Director, Evanston Women’s
History Project

Citizenship School in an Intercom
article from February of 2022 at
tinyurl.com/3kmrxe9p.

After its founding in March 1922
(tinyurl.com/2urzsuwt), one
of the first things the League
of Women Voters of Evanston
worked on was hosting a
Citizenship School. The League
collaborated with the Illinois
League, Northwestern University,
Woman’s Club of Evanston,
Evanston Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union and other
groups to present the threeday school in January 1923.
Among the session topics were:
elections and ballot laws; the
president and his cabinet; survey
of the Cook County Jail; and,
enforcement of child labor laws.
You can find out more about the

In these early years, the LWVE
was organized by ward, with
the ward captain serving as
a point person — connecting
women voters to their local
representatives — connecting
representatives to issues in their
ward. The first yearbook was
produced in June 1923 and the
first candidate forum was held in
October with female candidates
for statewide office invited to
speak. The League worked to
encourage strong voter turnout
by distributing election-day
reminders on door knobs of
all houses in Evanston. League

Our League in October 1928
The Evanston News-Index
(Evanston, Illinois, 1914-1935)
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FIRST FIVE YEARS continued from page 3
women also served as judges and clerks at polling places for the
first time. Evanston had one of the highest voter turnouts in the
country that fall with 59 percent of eligible voters participating.
1923 also saw the LWVE starting what we now call the Observer
Corps, with volunteers going to council meetings and reporting
back to League officers. In 1924, the League had 460 members
(dues were $2 per year) and the following standing committees:
child welfare; women in industry; efficiency in government;
organization; city affairs; social; education; and, social hygiene.
Teas were held in each ward and the following needs surfaced:
better traffic lights, better drainage and clearing of sidewalks.
In 1925, the League had 546 members and was pleased with this
growth and planning for more. May Middleton was the president
— you can find out more about her at tinyurl.com/4b6evpju. The
report from the chair of the membership committee, Katharine
Humphrey, was to the point:
“Every woman in Evanston should be a member of this organization
of education. It is the only national nonpartisan organization existing
solely for the political education of women. This organization does
not duplicate the work of other organizations — it works all the year
round: before the election to secure information for women voters;
between elections to secure wise legislation and sound public
administration. It gives the woman who is new in the community
an opportunity to join other women in the work that interests her
without waiting years for admission and the payment of large
dues. It develops the intelligence of the individual voter through
discussions and unbiased and nonpartisan information on parties,
candidates and measures. It provides a meeting ground for women
of all parties where they can exchange ideas and work together for
the things in which they have a common interest.”1
In 1926, the membership reached 785 and the League held a
“garden party” to celebrate. The fall program kicked off with monthly
luncheons covering an update on the city by the mayor and talks about
Evanston history and the property rights of women in Illinois. Ward

meetings were held in captains’
homes, with women bringing their
sewing and their questions about
solving ward problems. Ideas from
these meetings were forwarded to
the city council and they included
both commendations and calls for
greater action. Candidate meetings
were held just ahead of the spring
primaries. The Northwestern
University League was also formed
in the spring of 1926.
The League also met with city
officials to weigh in on two issues
facing them: the Dance Hall
Ordinance (with the league firmly
opposed to any commercial
Sunday “amusements”) and the
new Apartment Building Zoning
Ordinance. About the latter,
the 1926 annual report states
that the League asked the city
to revise the 1921 ordinance to
May Middleton, founding
“reduce the present density and
member and third president
area allowed in “B” apartment
of the LWVE, 1924-1926
districts, thereby minimizing
congestion and inconvenience
and fostering comfort, health and morals.” This language clearly
reflects the beliefs and concerns of the mostly white membership
of the League at this time. For more about how the 1921 Zoning
Ordinance was used to limit access to housing for Blacks and
other minority groups in Evanston, visit the City of Evanston report
on reparations at tinyurl.com/vwhnw5cy.
In 1927, ahead of the October election, the League opened a “store”
on Davis Street in downtown Evanston to distribute voter education
materials. Julia Lathrop, who was head of the U.S. Department of
Child Welfare, spoke to members about her experience as a delegate
to the International Child Welfare Council. The LWVE also heard
from speakers about the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance
and the topic of “America and World Peace” — demonstrating that
the Evanston league had interests far beyond Evanston.
As we have been researching LWVE history this year, one of the
things we have been struck by is how familiar this all sounds.
A look at its first five years shows that the LWVE had a strong
foundation and it has endured by focusing on a simple mission
— to create an informed and engaged electorate. Here’s to 100
years and 100 more!

1 Membership Report, 1925. Records of the League of Women Voters of Evanston,
Collection 432, Box 1, Folder 5. Evanston History Center Archives.

LWVE Handbill, early 1920s
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LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
— by Jennifer O’Neil

accepted and the 2022-2023 proposed
budget was presented and adopted. It
was noted that the application to the IRS
for 501(c)(3) designation was approved
in January 2022 with a retroactive date
of May 12, 2021. All membership dues
and donations to the LWVE are now
tax-exempt.

LWVE members convened for the annual
meeting on May 11 to enjoy a dinner at
the historic Woman’s Club of Evanston and
conduct the regular business of the League.
More than 50 members and guests enjoyed
a lovely dinner catered by Froggie’s French
Café. They also enjoyed remarks by WCE
member Kathy Rocklin about the history of
the Woman’s Club where early meetings of
the League were held and League member
Lori Osborne about the beginnings of the
League of Women Voters in Evanston. A
portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt, an early
supporter of the League, by Megan Wells
rounded out the informative entertainment
for the evening.

Members enthusiastically adopted
the local program for the coming year
including Ranked Choice Voting, Civil
Public Discourse and Ward Redistricting
in Evanston (stories on page 1).

Finally, the proposed slate of officers,
directors and nominating committee
were voted in, welcomed and
recognized by all present. Acting as the
Two scholarship winners from ETHS were
traditional position of president, will be
announced — Eva Lettiere-Roberts and
an executive committee: Mary Keefe
Eleanor Roosevelt, an early supporter of the
Lauren Dain. Eva is an emerging leader
Kelly, Vice President; Betty Hayford, Vice
League, portrayed by Megan Wells
member of the League and was present
President; Lois Taft, Secretary; and, Kathy
at the dinner. Lauren has been assisting with some of the 100
Hayes, Treasurer. Elected directors include Lonnie Dunlap, Alisa
Anniversary research at the Evanston History Center. Both have
Kaplan, Joan Lakebrink, Joan Linsenmeier, Kristine Lofquist,
outstanding academic records as well as civic engagement activities
Jennifer O’Neil, Willie Shaw, Mark Tendam and Georgia Vlahos.
(story below).
Carol Mullins will chair the nominating committee with the
assistance of Gloria Callaci and a third member to be appointed
During the regular business meeting, the treasurer’s report, indicating
by the board.
that our finances are in order and account balances are healthy, was

LWVE SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO LAUREN DAIN & EVA LETTIERE-ROBERTS
— by Elizabeth Kinney
At the virtual ETHS Senior Awards
Night on May 11, Lauren Dain and
Eva Lettiere-Roberts received LWVE
scholarships awarded to graduating
seniors who have demonstrated
commitment to an activity that
promotes participation in the
political process in the school and/or
the Evanston community. Consistent
with the League’s mission, the
Eva Lettiere-Roberts
scholarships further recognize
students who exemplify a high standard of good citizenship
and social involvement which includes participating in activities
such as student government, voter registration and others.
Eva became an emerging leader member in our League. In this
capacity, she attended Evanston City Council meetings and

worked on other projects for the
League from digitizing the wards/
members information to the annual
holiday gift wrap. She served as an
election judge in the 2020 election
and recruited high school students
to assist with election day tasks.
She was an active member of the
ETHS Debate Team and Community
Service Club. Additionally, she served
an internship with Congresswoman
Jan Schakowsky.

Lauren Dain

While in high school, Lauren studied women’s history in Evanston at
the Evanston History Center. She served as an intern for the Evanston
Women’s History Project. Upon learning that Evanston had twenty
parks named for women but that the backgrounds for six of the
women had never been explored, she set out to do so. Lauren has
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WOMEN POWER DEMOCRACY
A continuation of the Campaign for Making
Democracy Work was adopted with additions
of the Equal Rights Amendment and the
abolishment of the electoral college. There
was concurrence for the adoption of two
state League positions: the LWV of New York
health care updated position and the LWV of
California criminal justice position.

- by Jennifer O’Neil
The biennial gathering of the national League
of Women Voters took place June 23 to 26
in Denver. This year’s hybrid conference was
attended virtually by four LWVE delegates:
Mary Keefe Kelly, Lois Taft, Jennifer Lee
O’Neil and Kathy Hayes.
More than 900 delegates (about 300
attending in person), representing 50 states,
met to conduct the business of the League. Notably, the convention
coincided with the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the
constitutional right to abortion. Friday evening, convention attendees
joined Denver activists in marching to the Colorado state capitol
building and rallying for abortion justice. The next day the convention
reconvened with renewed energy and determination.
Much was accomplished during the three days! Delegates voted
bylaw revisions allowing major changes to how the League will
operate in the future. The League Structure Transformation Plan is
a set of proposals that seek to grow League membership in number
and diversity, strengthen grassroots initiatives and bolster our ability
to empower voters and defend democracy. It will involve a change in
the membership structure with greater resources for both state and
local Leagues.

•
•
•
•
•

The delegates passed five resolutions
including:
Immigration Reform and LWV Advocacy
Climate Emergency Declaration
DC Statehood
Action and Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People
Reproductive Choice

Read the decision summaries at tinyurl.com/4jnkncwe.
Throughout three days of plenary, delegates elected the 2022-2024
LWVUS board of directors (tinyurl.com/2p97pr9u). Dr. Deborah Ann
Turner was elected board president, a role she has held since 2020.
Delegates had the opportunity to attend dozens of workshops and
caucuses throughout the convention with topics as diverse as misand dis-information, activation of young voters and more.

PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION
- by Mary Keefe Kelly
The swirl of activity for the November 8, 2022 general
election will begin to pick up speed in the coming
weeks and months.
In addition to the Illinois gubernatorial election,
there will be candidates for federal and state offices
along with judicial partisan and retention elections
on the ballot.
Public forums will need to be planned and hosted;
Get Out the Vote (GOTV) drives will be promoted;
educational opportunities for all the voters of Evanston
and Skokie will be held; efforts to secure election
judges and poll workers will be stressed; and, more.
It will be an interesting challenge to maintain and
hopefully exceed the 2018 gubernatorial election voter
turnout rate for the Evanston/Skokie areas. The now
permanent “vote by mail” ballot option will continue to
assist some voters to more easily cast their ballots. To
get involved with the voter services team, email Mary
Keefe Kelly at kelly96@rcn.com.
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UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER
REGION ANNUAL MEETING
Does It Take an Act of Congress to
Protect the Mississippi?

On May 21, the League of Women
Voters Upper Mississippi River Region
(LWVUMRR) held its annual meeting with
a series of speakers discussing ongoing
initiatives and Congressional bills that
could significantly impact the ecology
of the Mississippi River. Ecological
— by Paula Scholl
degradation has threatened this critical
inland ecosystem, as documented
by the Army Corp of Engineers and the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS). Initiatives to address future diversion of river water were
also discussed. The meeting was intended to set the stage for the
LWVUMRR’s advocacy work in the upcoming years. LWVE is a member
of the LWVUMRR.

CLIMATE
CORNER

The first speaker was Alicia Vasco, Water Program Associate Director
with the Iowa Environmental Council. Alicia summarized the Mississippi
River Restoration and Resilience Initiative (MRRRI) Act introduced
in Congress in 2021. The MRRRI would include all 10 states in the
Mississippi River watershed in a restoration-focused, voluntary, nonregulatory program similar to the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.
It would include grant and partnership programs with annual
appropriations centered around four focus areas:
•
Water quality, including urban and cropland runoff
•
River corridor habitat restoration
•
Infrastructure and community resilience
•
Deterrence of aquatic invasive species and reintroduction of
native fish
Ms. Vasco emphasized the importance of the MRRRI Act for
environmental justice (see box below), commerce, transportation,
drinking water and resilience of a watershed system that serves 780
species of fish and wildlife and large percentages of migratory birds.
The MRRRI would provide for community input on allocation of funds
and new research centers would be administered by the USGS. The
Act has 10 congressional co-sponsors (including Lauren Underwood,
D-IL), but needs a champion in the Senate.
The second speaker was Brandt
Thorington, Policy Director of the
Mississippi River Cities and Towns
Initiative. Brandt discussed the Andrew
Young Safeguarding the Mississippi River
Together (SMRT) Act, introduced in the
House in 2021. The SMRT Act is designed
to coordinate leadership between multiple
federal agencies, including the EPA,
Army Corp, Department of Commerce
and Department of the Interior to
provide grants, research, assistance and
restoration of the Mississippi River. The
Act would establish a National Mississippi
River Program Office to develop a
comprehensive restoration plan via

coordination with the federal agencies and local governors and
mayors. Prioritization would be given to disadvantaged communities
and environmental justice outcomes. The SMRT Act may be pursued
as an amendment to the Water Resources Development Act, although
that is not certain yet. Three grant programs were discussed:
•
Infrastructure repair, resilience and adaptation
•
Sustainable economic development
•
Sedimentation and errant nutrient assistance for states
The third speaker was Lara Bryant, Deputy Director for Water and
Agriculture, National Resources Defense Council (NRDC). Lara
discussed the conservation portion of the Farm Bill which is up for
renewal in 2023. For the five years, 2019 through 2023, $428 billion
was allocated. The majority (76 percent) is allocated for the SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) program, while 7
percent is allocated for conservation, including stewardship, regional
conservation partnerships and the Conservation Reserve Program.
The NRDC would like to see an increase in conservation funds to $12
billion per year, approximately double previous funding. However,
there is concern that with changes in the U.S. House in 2024, provisions
of the bill related to the environment may be reduced or eliminated.

The fourth speaker was Kirsten Wallace, Executive Director of the
Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (UMRBA). UMRBA was
established in 1981 by the governors of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota,
Missouri, and Wisconsin to coordinate planning and cooperation
between these five states. There is growing concern about the prospect
of future out-of-state diversion of river water due to water scarcity in
other parts of the country. Currently, states can take sovereign action,
but are required to notify and consult with each other regarding new
diversions greater than 5 million gallons
per day averaged over 30 days. UMRBA
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE is the
is considering a protective charter and
fair treatment and meaningful
is convening multiple experts to study
involvement of all people regardless of race, color,
alternatives, potential outcomes and ways
national origin, or income, with respect to the
to better define “diversion” (surface vs.
development, implementation, and enforcement
groundwater).
of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.
This goal will be achieved when everyone enjoys:
•
•

The same degree of protection from
environmental and health hazards
Equal access to the decision-making process
to have a healthy environment in which to live,
learn, and work

Read the Factsheet about the EPA’s Office of
Environmental Justice at tinyurl.com/5fmy3s5m

Support for each of these initiatives
can be communicated to our
representatives in the House and Senate.
The LWVUMRR plans to make initiatives
such as these a central focus of their work.
More information on the MRRRI can be
found at: mississippiriver.org/mrrri
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COOK COUNTY LEAGUE OUTLINES PRIORITIES
The business meeting approved a slate of
officers and made amendments to the by-laws
and articles of incorporation and budget. The
approved budget included a restoration of the
modest per member payment (PMP) of $1.00
and a gradual draw-down of reserves.

- by Betty Hayford
For the third year in a row, the League of
Women Voters of Cook County (LWVCC) held
its annual meeting via Zoom. Once again,
the League’s officers reported on an active
year and outlined plans to continue its
important work.
LWVCC works through on-going committees
and interest groups. Voter service remains a key
commitment and LWVCC serves as a valuable link between election
officials at the county clerk’s office and voter service groups in the local
leagues. The budget and structure group focuses on county budget,
operations management, accountability, ethics and other concerns
and communicates regularly with Cook County Commissioners and
other elected officials. Active members observe meetings of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District and Cook County Heath and
continue to follow pre-trial services in the county and implementation
of the Criminal Justice Reform Act passed last winter.
A new task force was created promoting the value of the Cook
County Forest Preserve District and is committed to supporting
the November referendum to increase revenue through a modest
rise in the district’s tax levy. The League remains ready to advocate
in all these areas when appropriate and is acknowledged by
commissioners as a valuable resource.

The business meeting concluded at 11
a.m., followed by a panel of the three
commissioners retiring at the end of their
current terms in December: Peter Silvestri
(9th), Deborah Sims (5th) and our commissioner of two decades,
Larry Suffredin (13th). Each responded to questions and
described some of the achievements of their service and the
important responsibilities of county government. They identified
major challenges planned for the next few years, including
maintaining a balanced and responsible budget, strengthening
public health — especially mental health, and improving the
oversight of public transit. They expressed appreciation for the
work of the League in observing and questioning government
operations and procedures.
Every member of the LWVE is also a member of the Cook
County League. If you are interested in getting involved, go to
www.lwvcookcounty.org or contact Trudy Turner, our
representative on the LWVCC board at trt6544@gmail.com.

REDISTRICTING PROCESS continued from page 1

LWVE SCHOLARSHIPS continued from page 5

boundaries, headed by Alderman Jonathan Nieuwsma (4th).
Other council members Bobby Brooks (5th), Devon Reid (8th)
and Melissa Wynne (3rd) are also on the committee. Committee
meetings and minutes are available on the city website at
www.cityofevanston.org.

also been a leader in ETHS’s Civic Engagement Committee for
which she organized voter registration events and letter writing
campaigns. She is a member of the ETHS girls’ cross-country
team and Evanstonian staff, serving as the newspaper’s coexecutive editor.

The recent census showed that the populations in the 2nd, 5th and 8th
wards are majority-minority. The Hispanic population in Evanston has
increased in every ward.

While engaged in their various civic activities, both Eva and Lauren
earned outstanding grades and both were on the ETHS high honor
roll all four years.

Information meetings in both English and Spanish were scheduled
for July and ward meetings to elicit residents’ concerns are scheduled
through the summer and fall. Nieuwsma has articulated the criteria for
redrawing ward boundaries: respecting geographical boundaries;
reducing voter confusion; keeping communities of interest together;
and, adhering to the Voting Rights Act of 1965 which prohibits racial
discrimination in redrawing boundaries.

In the fall, Eva will attend George Washington University, majoring
in public policy or political science. Lauren will attend Northwestern
University, majoring in either history or political science.

The committee anticipates a new map will be submitted for Council
approval in May 2023. An LWVE working group will be formed to follow
the process and keep members informed. That group will consider
whether the league will want to become actively involved and possibly
propose an alternative ward map. All League members are encouraged
to follow the process and join the league working group. Interested
members should contact Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com.
8

League of Women Voters of Evanston

The League is committed to providing one $1500 scholarship each
year for the next five years. Contributions to the scholarship fund
are always welcome. If interested, write a check payable to the
“League of Women Voters of Evanston” and in the “for” section
indicate in “ETHS scholarship”. Mail the check to the League of
Women Voters of Evanston, Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge
Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201. Your contributions are tax deductible.
If you have any questions, pleasecontact Elizabeth Kinney at
ekinney56@sbcglobal.net or 847-866-9832.

THE INTERCOM

LWVE EVENTS AT-A-GLANCE
MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 12 NOON VIA ZOOM
League of Women Voters of Cook County
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Israel Rocha Jr, CEO, Cook County Health will explain
the responsibilities and challenges facing the county’s
healthcare system of hospitals and clinics and major
provider of charity. (tinyurl.com/48vmt8ep)
RSVP by August 5 to info@lwvcookcounty.org. Please provide
your name, League, phone number and email address.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 7:00 p.m. IN-PERSON
LWVE Board of Directors Meeting
Evanston Civic Center, Room 2404
All members are welcome to attend.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 12 NOON IN-PERSON
LWVE Annual Legislative Lunch
Our representatives in Springfield will discuss achievements
of the recent legislative session and future priorities.
THE NEW YWCA Evanston/Northshore
1215 Church Street, Evanston
Lunch served. (vegetarian option); fee: $20 at the door;
free parking available on premises; RSVP by August 12 to
tinyurl.com/2p849427.

THE PARADE THAT WASN’T
We know that everyone understands why the 4th of July parade was
cancelled, but we still thought you would be interested to know that
we were ready and excited about the League entry — thanks to Katie
O’Neil, who designed and arranged for the decorations and supplies
and coordinated the effort.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 7:00 p.m. VIA ZOOM
Evanston EPlan
Kristin Meyer, Community Health Specialist, will outline
health priorities and responses from Evanston Department
of Health and Human Services.
Register at lwvevanston@gmail.com.

The truck pictured was decked out in purple and gold with the 100
Anniversary graphics, balloons, sashes for the walkers and more.
The team of decorators and those signed up to walk/ride included
Eva Lettiere-Roberts, Katie O’Neil and Mary Kelly (L to R above) as
well as Joan Lakebrink, Joan Linsenbeier, Kristine Lofquist, Jennifer
O’Neil, Kathy Hayes, Karen Telser and Lori Osborne. Their willingness
to volunteer and participate is appreciated. So, thanks to Katie and
the team!

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 7:00 p.m. IN-PERSON
LWVE Board of Directors Meeting
Evanston Civic Center, Room 2404
All members are welcome to attend.
SAVE THE DATE:
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, TIME TBA VIA ZOOM
Cook County Forest Preserve/Forest Preserve Tax Levy
Presentation by Laura Davis, LWVCC Forest Preserve Task
Force. She will outline resources and programs of the Forest
Preserve District and the upcoming referendum.
Registration information to come.
Information for all events at: www.lwve.org/calendar.html

PUBLIC DISCOURSE continued from page 1
•

•
•
•

Join us for Food, Fun & Facts
at our LWVE Annual

LEGISLATIVE LUNCH
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 at 12 noon
YWCA Evanston/Northshore
1215 Church Street in Evanston
Please RSVP by August 12 to
tinyurl.com/2p849427

•

•

Are members of the city council/board of trustees, boards,
commissions and committees concerned for their safety
during public meetings?
Are residents concerned about attending?
Are other not-for-profit organizations experiencing problems
with incivility at meetings?
Should the League become better informed as to how to
anticipate and prepare for incivil behavior at planned events?
Should/can we develop written guidelines that could be used
by local governmental bodies, not-for-profit organizations, as
well as Leagues? Do such guidelines already exist somewhere?
Once we have guidelines, should we consider offering training
sessions to other organizations?

Four LWVE members, Mary Morris, Carol Mullins, Jennifer O’Neil
and Karen Telser (chair) — are already on the “civil public discourse”
committee. If this topic is very important to you, please join us!
Contact Karen Telser at 847-866-8466 or kftelser@att.net. We’ll
start working in earnest in late August or early September.
League of Women Voters of Evanston
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9

2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

JULY 2022
Local Programs

1

Ranked Choice Voting

1

Incivil Discourse

1

Ward Redistricting

1

Vice President’s Letter

2

Membership

2

Our 100 Anniversary

3

LWVE History, Part 2

3

LWVE Annual Meeting

5

Annual Scholarship

5

LWV National Convention

6

General Election Information

6

Climate Corner

7

Cook County League

8

Events At-A-Glance

9

Parade

9

