Aim: What were some of the problems facing immigrants in the U.S?


I. Problems for Immigrants

· Many immigrant groups faced problems when they arrived in the U.S

· Americans discriminated against many immigrants

· Immigrants also faced prejudice, anti-Semitism and anti-immigrant sentiments

· There were five groups that had major difficulties: Irish, Chinese, Japanese, Italians and Jews

II. Irish

· Emigrated because of the Great Potato Famine

· Were discriminated against b/c of their Roman Catholic background, poverty (taking jobs)

· Attacked by mobs in Irish neighborhoods; not welcomed by unions

III. Chinese

· Emigrated b/c of the Californian gold rush, railroad building

· Discriminated against b/c of their different language, customs, dress; loss of jobs

· Problems: scarce jobs, riots, segregation, Chinese Exclusion Act

IV. Japanese

· Emigrated for jobs (began as Hawaiian planters)

· Discriminated against because of their different culture; taking jobs

· Problems: segregation of students; “Gentleman’s Agreement”

V. Italians

· Emigrated b/c of poverty in Italy

· Discriminated against b/c of their different language, jobs, anarchism

· Problems: discriminated against for jobs, housing

VI. Jews

· Emigrated to escape religious persecution

· Discriminated against b/c of their different culture, anti-Semitism

· Problems: shut out of schools; housing discrimination

