July 2018 Newsletter
Do You Know Your “Social Location?”
Do you know your “social location”? It’s not your physical address, but a combination of
characteristics and experiences that makes you unique. We're discussing social location in
the Gals of Epiphany Bible study, because a person's social location impacts how he or she
interprets stories and Scripture. Understanding your individual social location is a good
spiritual exercise, particularly as America and the world wrestle with deep-seated racism,
prejudice, and injustice.
Many of us aren’t even aware of the privileges that our particular social location brings, so we may never stop to
consider that someone else's social location may be defined by disadvantages. I invite you to use this link to watch a
powerful video that illustrates privilege. Then reflect on how your race, gender, ethnicity, marital status, sexual
preference, upbringing, education, career and family experiences may have unwittingly positioned you in a social
location of privilege. This is no criticism of anyone's hard work to better themselves, or an accusation that you ‘have it
easy’; rather it's an illustration that each person's particular social location and its accompanying privileges or
hardships can be determined by many factors beyond our control. Though this nation was founded on the principle
that each person could ‘pull himself up by the bootstraps’ and improve his/her social location, many Americans aren’t
given access to those uplifting boots. In fear we build social barriers to isolate ourselves from what we perceive to be
abnormal, undesirable, or undeserving. God transcends all those barriers, breaking down any wall that would restrict
God’s Kingdom.
Our social location as a baptized believer in Christ is the most privileged of all; let's give thanks that Christ offers that
location to everyone, equally. Jesus invites all people of the world to receive God’s unconditional mercy and love,
wherever or whomever they may be. Our only task as Christians is to greet them, wave them in to join us, and make
them feel welcome, until the only social location that exists is God’s embrace.

Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Ready to Serve on Council?
Nominees are needed to fill four Epiphany Council vacancies in
December 2018. Terms are for two years, and meetings are held
once a month for approximately 90 minutes.

Please consider submitting your name to serve Christ Jesus and
your fellow Epiphany members. If you have questions or would
like more information, please speak to Council President Carol
Rife.

From Your Council President...
July is here – time for 4th of July, picnics and backyard barbecues, time to kick back and
relax! I am heading up to northern Minnesota with my siblings to relive the “lake
experience” we had growing up so I will be gone for a long weekend.
While it is nice to take a break, our church continues to be there every week for worship.
And we have a faithful few who joyfully help as worship assistants. But I am looking
ahead in our SignUp Genius and see that we have many holes to be filled for us to enjoy
a complete worship service. If no one assists at communion, do we quit having
communion? If no one volunteers to read the lessons do we not read the Bible? Our
work as Christians is through song, the Word, prayer and communion - everything we do
on Sunday morning in our worship service. How is our church community sustainable when we aren’t signing up to do
our work as Christians?
We are fortunate to have an active worshipping community and I believe we care deeply about each other. But I find
myself asking “Why are we here?” We have met many challenges and have many more to come. I worry if anyone in
the congregation will step up (versus new members) to fill the four upcoming Council vacancies, or serve as President,
because after 6 years of Council service, it’s time for me to step down. My prayer is that God will stir the people of
Epiphany to search their hearts and ask two questions, “Why am I a member of this congregation?” and “Does it
matter to me if Epiphany no longer exists?”

Epiphany is a Healthier TN Member!
Congratulations! It’s official: The Epiphany congregation is
recognized as a Healthier Tennessee Workplace! The Town of
Collierville is working toward obtaining a Healthier TN
classification as a city, and is encouraging all its members to
participate.
As we move forward, here are some of the basic building blocks
toward fulfilling our promise to be a healthy congregation:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain a “No Tobacco” policy
Make water available at our church and at Home Place
Promote walking at our church and at Home Place
Promote exercise as an important component of a healthy lifestyle
Take “movement” breaks in meetings
Form a walking club (GOE and MOE can incorporate walking into their activities, as GOE has done in the
past)
Request that healthy foods are served at church functions/meetings

Thank you to everyone for working toward achieving these goals in the coming year. Visit the Healthier TN
website to find out more, and generate some new ideas on what we can do to keep our congregation
healthy!
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So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2:17
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here or
contact Carol Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Our Garden is GROWING & FEEDING God’s People, and YOU Are Needed!
We’ve got a bumper crop this year and our Garden Crew could really use your help! Hands are always
needed to weed/water plants and pick produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30-11:30 am. Or if
you’d rather hone your driving skills, why not pick up garden produce and deliver it to the Collierville Food
Pantry (CFP)? Fresh-picked produce is stored in a handy container you can grab on Wednesday after 11:30
am, then deliver to CFP the next morning at 8:45 am. Containers can be returned to the garden at your
convenience, or given to a crew member on Sunday. See our Garden Gurus Wendell Kruse or Dick Wieland
for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Collierville Food Bank - Take food collected on our 1st Sunday of the month to the food bank.
Contact Candy Knight.
Room In The Inn (RITI) - Your Transformation Team NEEDS YOUR HELP!
On Monday, August 6 and October 1, the Epiphany T-2 Transformational Ministry Team will be preparing and
serving dinner in the Kingsway dining room for 12 women through the Room in the Inn program. The women
will be coming from the Carpenter’s House RITI to the Kingsway RITI. The team will need volunteers to make
dessert for each of the dates, help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests will take
with them Tuesday morning. Three people will also be needed to pick up the sheets and towels on Tuesday
to launder and return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to
be a most meaningful experience as a volunteer. More information will be forthcoming in weekly church eblasts mid July, and there will be a sign-up sheet at church beginning July 15. Contact Chris Kelyman for
more information.
Volunteer Ombudsman Shelby County - MIFA’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman program advocates for the
rights of residents in long-term care facilities, including nursing homes, assisted-living facilities, and
residential care homes. If you’re interested in volunteering or want to find out more, contact Dianne Polly.
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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Partnering with the Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC)
Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville Connected Resource
Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume
assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips
for unemployed persons.

School Supply Collection
Another CCRC partner is the Junior Auxiliary, who has identified Collierville
students on the free lunch program who do not get enough food in the summer.
The CCRC/JA distributes food boxes to the families of these students every 2 weeks,
and has asked us to collect school supplies for these students.
For the first 3 Sundays in July (7/1, 7/8 and 7/15), we will collect school supplies
as follows: Spiral and composition notebooks, pocket folders, pens and pencils, glue sticks and crayons. Please bring
your donations to church and place them in the laundry basket. Pastor Monica will deliver them to the CCRC when she
volunteers there each week.

Volunteers Needed
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have an hour to
spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 - 11:30am; Saturdays 9 11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the basement of Sanctuary on the
Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for more information.

Farewell & Godspeed to the Dillons!
Kathy & John Dillon will move to their new home in
Maine by the end of June. We’re sad to see them go,
but thankful for their presence and participation in
Epiphany’s faith community over the years. We ask God
to bless and keep them, and we hold them in prayer.
Their new address:
John & Kathy Dillon
PO Box 191
Spruce Head, ME 04859
Prannoy Lankapalli attended Affirm, a Summer Youth
Event of the ELCA Southeastern Synod , in June and
had a great time!

Happiest of Birthdays and God's
Blessings!
Roy Cohen - July 9
Stu Polly - July 9
Martha Garner - July 11
Pat Marzahl - July 13
John Garner - July 31
Have we missed your birthday? Please send the month/day
to Pastor Monica so you can be included!
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Upcoming Events
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
July 21

Epiphany Friendship Night July 12
Epiphany Friendship Night will be on
Thursday, July 12, 6:30-8 pm, at
Collierville’s Sunset on the Square
Concert. We will be giving away
paper fans that promote our
Community Garden, featuring
garden workday times to recruit
volunteers. If you’d like to be part of the team to hand
out fans and popsicles, please see Jennifer Parker.

The Gals of Epiphany will be continuing their Bible
study, “Multiple Meanings,” on June 23rd at 9 am in
the Kingsway Library.
This study is an examination of Biblical
interpretation and translation. Click here to find out
more. Only one more session this summer on August
18th!

MOE Bacon
Saturday, July 14

Council Strategic Planning Meeting July 28

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for
breakfast, fellowship and devotion. Please join us!

The Epiphany Church Council will hold a strategic planning meeting on Saturday, July 28 from 9 am - noon.
Reminder: There will be no regular council meeting in
July.

Joint Worship w/ Kingsway July 15
Join us at Whole Foods for lunch following service!

Save the Date!

On July 15th we will worship together with Kingsway in
their main sanctuary at 10:30am; Pastor Monica will
preach. Join us after worship at Whole Foods! Order
what you want to eat, pay for it and join us at a large
table - all are welcome.

Mark your calendars for
the following events
coming up in the next
few months - details to
follow!

Prime Timers - New Fellowship Opportunity!
Game Night July 18

August 16 - Prime Timers Potluck Lunch
August 25 - “Rise Against Hunger” service project with
Kingsway Christian, 9am.

The Church of the Holy Apostles
(across from Home Place) The
Prime Timers are having a “Game
Night” at their parish hall on
Wednesday July 18th from 6:00
pm to 8:30 pm. All “Prime Timers”
at Epiphany are invited to join - please bring a favorite
game or just come and join in! Wine and soft drinks will
be provided - please bring an appetizer or dessert to
share. Come to play, visit, and enjoy old friends and
make new ones. Contact Wendell Kruse for more
information.

September 9 - God’s Work Our Hands (GWOH) worship
at 10:00 am. Wear your GWOH yellow tee shirts to
wear for a photo!
September 21 - Prime Timers Arkansas Excursion
October 6 - Blessing of the Pets and Oktoberfest at
Home Place

Church News
Congrats to the Epiphany “Super Sleuths” who attended worship at other area churches on June 3 and offered
feedback to the Transformational Ministry (T2) team. You will be receiving a T2 report soon!

During our search for a part-time Worship Accompanist, Council asks for your patience as we ‘experiment’ with a
variety of cost-effective options. This may include members who step up to play hymns or offertory anthems; the use of
pre-recorded liturgy; and the addition of song leaders and equipment operators. If you know someone who might be
interested in playing for Epiphany’s Sunday worship service, please see Pastor Monica. Thanks!
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July 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Sun 7/1

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 7/4

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Happy Fourth of July!

Sat 7/7

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 7/8

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 7/11

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Thurs 7/12

6:30 pm Collierville Square

Epiphany Friendship Night

Sat 7/14

8:30 am Perkins Family Restaurant
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Men of Epiphany (MOE Bacon)
Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 7/15

10:30 am - Kingsway Christian Church
11:45 am - Whole Foods

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion w/
Kingsway Christian Church
Lunch at Whole Foods immediately after worship

Wed 7/18

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
6 pm - Church of the Holy Apostles

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Prime Timers Game Night

Sat 7/21

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Library

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Study and Fellowship

Sun 7/22

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 7/24

West TN Deanery Meeting

Wed 7/25

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 7/28

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Boardroom

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Council Strategic Planning Meeting

Sun 7/29

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Church Expenses Don’t Take a Vacation….A reminder that church expenses continue as
usual, even if members go on vacation. Please mail in your offering to P.O. Box 1805,
Collierville, TN 38027, or use electronic funds transfer. Treasurer Lori Crossmock or Financial
Secretary Dan Scherf are happy to assist you in setting up electronic giving through your
financial institution.

Please visit the Epiphany website
for up-to-date information
on all upcoming activities.
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July 2018 Worship Servants
7/1

7/8

7/15 - Worship w/ Kingsway

7/22

Assisting Minister

Wendell Kruse

Martha Garner

N/A

Carol Rife

Lector

Diane Kruse

OPEN

N/A

OPEN

Greeter/Usher

Dick & Joann Wieland

OPEN

N/A

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Com Assistant

Martha Garner

Martha Garner

N/A

OPEN

Acolyte

Carol Rife

Bill Sykes

N/A

OPEN

Crucifer

Dan Scherf

OPEN

N/A

OPEN

Com Linens

Carol Rife

Jennifer Sykes

N/A

Carol Rife

Coffee

Vicki Scherf/OPEN

OPEN

N/A

Carol Rife/Dianne Polly

Altar

Carol Rife/OPEN

Bill & Jennifer Sykes

N/A

OPEN

Council Host

Wendell Kruse

Dan Scherf

N/A

Carol Rife

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if possible so that we know where to fill in as
needed. If you have not yet used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and
download the mobile app to your phone. If you have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol
Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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