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Maple Grove Historical
Preservation Society

OFFICERS
President: Al Madsen

Vice President: Lynn Cook
Secretary: Karen Brajdich
Treasurer: Patty Reuter
Newsletter Editor: Pat Ruffing
Research: Mary Moyle, Rosie Gruidl,
& Karen Brajdich
Web page designer: Steve Briggs

http://www.maplegrovemnhistory.org
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In attempting to recanstruct the histary for the United
Telephone Company .in the Osseo exchange, we have used

the knowledge of several people who have worked for the
company for a number of years,

Roman Barthel, who started with the company around 1933,
is one 1o w we turned. Also, Ed Follett, who has work-
ed in the area since 1956,

Prior to 1933, the telephone company was known as the
Rural Telephone Company and was owned by a group of
farmers of the area.

In 1933, the properties were purchased by Paul Glaeser and
Leo Fischer, whe operated the com pany under the name of
Pioneer Telephone Company. In that same year, wages paid
1o linemen were $.28 per hour. It was decided that 5t.
Michael at that time would be converted to a dial telephone
system. This was one of the first systems in the state.

Osseo operated on a magneto basls for a number of years.
For those who don’t remember, this was the crank type
system. This was later converted to common battery, and
in 1958, the first dial unit was installed In Ossen,

In theaarir( years, the farm peoole worked off their telephone
bills by helping the locai telephone company set poles, string
wire, etc. Only 2 or 3 regular employees maintained Osseo,
5t. Michael, and Rogers for a rumber of years.

In 1933, in the Spring, and later Fall, sleet storms raised
havoc with most of the lines which were apen wire at that
time. Months were spent putting these facilities back in order,

In 1954, there were 1,320 telephones in the Osseo, 51
Michael, and Rogers exchanges compared to 12,394 today.
This indicates some of the growth which has occured in
the 21-year period.

In 1958, Osseo was converted to dial, and with it came toll
free dialing to Minncapolis and St. Paul.

In1968, the Osseo dial-switching unit was again changed, due
to the high growth rate. In this same year, United Telecom-
munications and the Pioneer System were merged. The name
changed once again to United Telephone Company of Minn.

Since 1933, ten managers have been assigned 1o the area,
and of that number, six are still employed with United
Telephone Company in some capacity, including Roger
Herdt, who is the present manager.

Thirty-six employees are now employed in the Osseo district
who are responsible for the service and maintenance of the

plant which as a value of §6 563

By connecting with the Northwestern Telephone Company, people in Osseo and outside
subscribers of the Brooklyn area could now call direct over the tristate lines. They could now
contact people in Minneapolis or St. Paul. A call to Minneapolis was 15¢ with a 1¢ war tax.
From left to right, Lillian Killmer Robertson, Emma (Gosselin) Van Dyke, and Mamie (Wells

Killmer) Phenow kept their neighbors connected. (Courtesy of Osseo Preservation Society.)
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Progress continued

to come to Brooklyn
Township as pay stations
were finally closed in
Osseo in 1915. Booths
were removed and
connections were made
to the switchboard of the
local Rural Telephone
Company, now connected
to the Northwestern
Telephone Company.
Mildred Smith (left)

and Myrtle Engles were
switchboard operators in
1926. (Courtesy of Osseo
Preservation Society.)
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a party line is

like a barn raising

The same cooperation which made the community barn
taising a fine American tradition has its equal in the rural
party line. Telephone neighbors can make their party line
gn ideal example of cooperation by using their telephone
sharingly.

The endless demand for low cost rural telephone service
can be met from the equipment standpoint only by more
party line installations. This expanding service increases the .
usefulness of every telephone. You can make the most of
it and help yourself to better service by being & good party

line neighbor. KGLIAYKKdzZLIE 21 ROGA T AYSRAL 02 NB
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To Make a Long Distance Call

When you wish to make a long distance call ring central in the
usual manner, Give the operator the name of the town you are
alling, the telephone number, if known, or the name and address

aly

*he residence or business firm being called, If you wish to tal
cified person, also give the name of that person.
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