CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
NOVEMBER 19, 2025 * 7:00PM
*********************************************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
Chauncey Young, Council

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS ABSENT
John Metzger, Council
Aron Boyce, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Todd Luckman, City Attorney

PUBLIC PRESENT
Richard Quimby, Allegiant Technology
Caleb Barkman, Giant Communications
Samantha Herzberg, Oskaloosa Public Library


CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:20pm. (Start time delayed due to Municipal Court.)

PUBLIC

Richard Quimby and Caleb Barkman presented the City Council with a proposal for new phone and internet services. Ken Newell made a motion to approve the proposal from Allegiant Technology with Giant Communications internet services as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3 No=0; Motion Carried.

John Norman appointed two new members to the Oskaloosa Public Library for the 2025-2029 term as follows: Michelle McCullough to replace Gregory Barnard and Amanda Woestman to replace Erin Subelka. Ken Newell made a motion to approve the Mayor’s appointments to the Oskaloosa Public Library Board. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Paul Bolinger reported Viola McHardie has been hired for animal control and requested $17 per hour during her interview in which he responded he would ask the Council. John Norman noted that she has been very active catching cats and he recommends allowing her additional hours until the weather turns too cold to trap. Ken Newell made a motion to pay Viola McHardie $17 per hour for animal control services and to remove monthly hour restrictions worked through December 31, 2025; after which time will be restricted to thirty hours per month. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Paul Bolinger reported that one of the radar units in the vehicle did not pass certification and will need to be fixed.
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Paul Bolinger reported that the bikes have been removed from Robbins at 415 W Washington Street and Snow has continued to show minimal improvement at 512 Atchison Street. Todd Luckman reported that Barnett at 902 Westview Street was given until next court on December 17, 2025 to comply with the removal of all structures that are out of compliance. Todd reported that Lots #9 and #10 in the trailer park are being evicted according to the owner of the trailer park. Todd also reported he will file a complaint in municipal court for 809 Cherokee Street.

MAINTENANCE
Nathaniel Copp reported the park and pool have been winterized, the equipment is ready for winter weather and he will be fixing a water leak in the street at 806 Union Street.

Nathaniel Copp advised he will have backhoe figures at the next Council meeting.

Nathaniel Copp stated the bids on the building addition are pending contractors response.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Ken Newell made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-11 Magill as presented. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Mike Smith made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-12 Thomas as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Mike Smith made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-13 Thacher as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Mike Smith made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-14 McInroy as presented. Ken Newell seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Todd Luckman reported that Ms. Donna Huffman filed appeal documents on the original denial and was denied again.

NEW BUSINESS
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the renewal of the employee Blue Cross and Blue Shield insurance policy as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

Mike Smith made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-10 Courtyard Christmas as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

MEETING MINUTES
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2025 regular Council meeting as written. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Ken Newell asked for clarification on services provided by Heinen for check #23281. Ken Newell made a motion to approve the financial report and vouchers as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0; Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Patty Hamm reported that Oskaloosa Thriftway has singed a contract with King’s Construction for repairs to the water runoff situation and work is pending King’s availability.

Nathaniel Copp reported he has not heard an update from CK Power on the generator for City Hall. He will reach out again to them.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25pm. Chauncey Young      seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	DECEMBER 17, 2025		
