Morning Prayer
The 4th Sunday after Pentecost
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Amenia Union
June 28, 2020 at 10:30 AM
The Officiant begins the service with the following sentence of Scripture

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.

Confession of Sin

Psalm 43:3

The Officiant says to the people

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Priest says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant

People
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Then follows one of the Invitatory Psalms
The following Antiphon is said with the Invitatory Psalm
Officiant

People

Venite

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:
O come let us worship.
Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *

and raise to the Lord a loud shout with psalms.
For you are a great God, *
You are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it, *
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For you are our God,
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:
O come let us worship.

Officiant

People
Then follows

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
Psalm 13 (Usquequo, Domine?)
1
2
3
4
5
6

How long, O Lord?
will you forget me for ever? *
how long will you hide your face from me?
How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,
and grief in my heart, day after day? *
how long shall my enemy triumph over me?
Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; *
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;
Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," *
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.
But I put my trust in your mercy; *
my heart is joyful because of your saving help.
I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; *
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A reading from the Book of Genesis

(Genesis 22:1-14)

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in
the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and
then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of
them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in

order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand
and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up
and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle after the First Lesson (To be read in unison)
Canticle J – A Song of Judith (Judith 16:13-16)

I will sing a new song to my God, *
for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, *
for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, *
no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, *
rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, *
you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, *
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

(Romans 6:12-23)

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. What then? Should we sin because we are not
under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart
to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death.
But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is
eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle after the Second Lesson (To be read in unison)
Canticle 21 – We Praise You, O God (Te Deum laudamus)

We praise you, O God,
we acclaim you as Lord;
all creation worships you,

the Father everlasting.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you took our flesh to set us free
you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come to be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew

(Matthew 10:40-42)

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even
a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their
reward.”
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.

The Sermon
After the Sermon, the Officiant says

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant

People

Officiant

Hear our cry, O God.
And listen to our prayer.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Then follows these Suffrages

V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be
made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Social Justice and Peace

Almighty God, source of true justice and peace, in you there is no distinction of persons, for in you we are equally
loved. Reconcile us that we may live and work with each other and with you to establish your Kingdom on earth
where there is no poverty, war, or any oppression, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

(From the Manual of the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross)

Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Andy, Allen, and Mary our Bishops; and for all bishops and other ministers;

For all who serve God in God’s Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those for whom our prayers are requested,
__________, and any we now name. (The People add their own petitions)
Lynda
Aria
Adriana
Jean
Aneta
Jessica
Brett
Dawn
Phyllis
Aloisi family
Darlene
Ester
Rose family
Terry V.
St. Paul’s on the Green (Norwalk, CT)

Zoe
Charlotte
Pauline
Esther
Rayhill family
Dru
Rod

Rob
Terry C.
Karin
Cheng
Conti family
Bill & Barbara
Peter

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially those we now name.
(The People add their own petitions)
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Officiant concludes with a suitable Collect.

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and
those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

Announcements (including birthday & anniversary prayers)
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
The Officiant then says the Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
The Officiant may then bless the People, after which follows

Officiant

People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant then concludes with the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

