THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

Unitarian Universalist Association and United Church of Christ

June 23, 2019                   Service of the Word                   10:00 AM
Gathering Songs                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        

Centering Music                   “Sanctuary”                                H No. 555
Choral Response                   
Call to Worship                                                      Jean Upton, Deacon
L: God is ready for us to seek what is eternal. God wants us to find the truth beyond ourselves.
P: Our spirits long for God, as a deer longs for water. We cry out for some evidence of God’s presence.
L: God seldom comes as earthquake, wind, or fire. Rather, in moments of sheer silence, God is revealed.  

P: We come in quiet expectation to this holy place. We approach the altar of God, hungering to be fed.
L: All are welcome here as brothers and sisters in Christ. Here is a place to find healing and promise.
P: Our hope is in God, who gives us life and identity. Our help is from God, who is in covenant with us.
* Hymn          “The Master Came to Bring Good News”          H No. 164
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                                Jean Upton, Deacon
L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing              Pastor Steve Finlan
“Without moral feeling there can be no strength of moral purpose. . . . Preaching, to be effectual, must be as various as our nature. . . Unless religious truth be addressed at once to the reason and the affections, unless it kindles whilst it guides, it is a useless splendor. . . . Let him preach, not to excite a momentary interest but a deep and lasting seriousness; not to make his hearers think of the preacher but of themselves, of their own characters and future condition.” Works, p. 334
Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation                “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                 H No. 414
Scripture                          Isaiah 65:1–5, 18
1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my name.
2 I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 3 a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; 

4 who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5 who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. . . . 

18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.
Unison Prayer of Confession: Almighty and Sovereign God, we confess that we may have broken covenant with you by despising some of your children. When we draw lines of distinction and superiority among ourselves, our lives do not praise and we act without reference to your will. When we are zealous for the faith, we may trample on others rather than learning to know and appreciate them. O God, forgive us and change us. Amen.                

Assurance               “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                H No. 146
Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.

Scripture                            Psalm 19:9-14                            H No. 600
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests                 “Cares Chorus”
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens down at your feet and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
Today’s flowers are given by Carol Vecchi in memory of her parents, Helen and Frederick Vecchi

Scripture                         Gal 3:23-29
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith.25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
Sermon                         “Jew or Greek”                  Pastor Steve Finlan 
* Hymn             “In Christ There Is No East or West”              H No. 501
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                        Jean Upton, Deacon 
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
 *Doxology                                                                                    H No. 563
*Offering Prayer
* Hymn             “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”              H No. 506
* Benediction
                                                  First Church President
L: God has come quickly to aid and instruct us. Now we depart to help others and to listen to them.
P: We will share our stories with the congregation. We will witness in God’s name to one another.
L: God’s family includes those outside the church. With God, there are no outsiders or insiders.
P: We will carry the grace of God without distinction. God’s abundant steadfast love will sustain us.
L: Daily God asks, “What are you doing here?” Moment by moment, God is with us to help us.
P: We will hope in God and sing God’s praises. We will look up with hope and confidence.   Amen. 
* Congregational Response     “The Trees of the Field”     H No. 219
* Postlude                                                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




                       THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH__________
Today                     9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
                             
Greeter: Lois Ketler

Ushers: Martha Amara and Elaine Bowyer
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 
  Hostesses: Anna Mae Child & Carol Vecchi
Mon., June 24
Office closed all week – Maria away  

                                                            through Monday, July 8th                                                                                        
Tues., June 25
  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market until 7:00 p.m.

Wed., June 26
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., June 27
10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  1:30 P.M.
Pastor’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve_____ 

                                          LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, June 30
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour
11:15 A.M.
Red, White and Blue Auction
Mon., July 1
Office closed all week – Maria away  

  through Monday, July 8th                                                                                        
Wed., July 3  
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., July 4
Happy 4th of July!  No Bible Studies or  

_____________________________  Pastor’s Office Hours________________
On Sunday, June 16, we collected $ 784.00 towards meeting our weekly

 budget need of $1,451.00. 

________________________________________________________________

The Mission and Outreach Committee has named the month of June as “Cookies” month. Please bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday to help fill the shelves of the W.B. Food Pantry.
Hostesses are needed for the summer months. Please use the sign-up sheet, on the bulletin board, in Fellowship Hall.

Don’t forget….Sunday Worship Services will be held at 9:30 a.m. during July and August.                           
________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                  Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	Victoria & Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s parent’s
	Lung cancer

	Theresa Capachione
	Christine Chisholm’s friend
	Cancer

	Cindy & Jim Fabish

Michelle Ford


	Christine Chisholm’s friends


	Cindy – Cancer treatment at Dana Farber – Jim -- support

Breast cancer



	Larry Flanagan
	Jane Hatch’s relative
	Needs heart/lung transplant

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jim
	Joe Kelley’s brother
	Cancer

	Joe
	Elaine’s friend
	Cancer

	Karen
	Edna Shave’s daughter
	

	Anne Kelly
	Julie and Grace Goodwin
	Brain cancer

	Joe Kelley
	Cathy Kelley’s husband and friend of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Ashley Lyons
	Charlie Edson’s daughter
	Prayers for healing

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Joyce Marble
	First Church member
	Prayers for deburring work

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Brenda McClare
	Janet Salvador’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Elaine Phaneuf
	Maria’s friend
	Cancer

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Warren Shave
	Edna Shave’s husband
	Multiple health issues

	Ian Asa Straka
	Leslie Simpson’s son
	Poor health issues

	Judy Thelen
	Leslie Simpson’s friend
	Severe memory loss

	Warren Turner
	First Church member
	Prayers for healing

	Linda W. 
	Julie Goodwin
	Illness


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason __________________________________________________________________

