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THE PROCLAIMER
O Give Thanks to the LORD, for He IS GOOD!

One of the greatest Psalms ever written is Psalm 136. It begins, “Oh give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good, and His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1 and 24 more times in this Psalm). If
there was ever such a thing as a praise Psalm, this is it.
What is a praise Psalm? What makes it different than other Psalms? A praise Psalm is one that
declares the wonders God has done—past and present. The first 9 verses peak about our mighty
God, who created all—the earth, sun, moon, stars, and sky. In each part of creation, God wants
to teach us a lesson about Himself.
One of my favorite places to go when I was in Texas was the beach at Galveston. My best
friend, Lisa, went as often as we could. We did not go there to talk. We went there to LISTEN—
listen to the sound of the ocean’s waves. We would have our feet propped up on the
dashboard, and the next thing you know, we would both be asleep. We usually would wake up
around 2:30-3:00am, and we’d drive back to her apartment, I’d pick up my car, and drive back
to mine. I’d text her to let her know I made it home safe.
One of the thing that always reminded me of God every time I went was the sand on the beach.
Pick up one grain, and look at the rest of creation—that’s about the size of you compared to the
rest of the universe. Yet isn’t it amazing that God knows each one of us by name? Even more
astonishing, he knows what color and how many hairs we have on our head. Psalm 139:2-7 has
to say:
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my
going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my
tongue you, LORD, know it completely. You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
Read these words twice—once, just in pure awe of how well God knows you. Red them a second
time, and realize who is in total control of all that is happening in 2020. COVID-19? Check—
He’s got it. Riots? Check. He will deal with it and them. The upcoming election? Of course.
Everything we are dealing with in our daily lives God knew beforehand would happen, has put
limits on all evil, and in the meantime, He takes care of us. Not a single member of Grace has
had the virus. Considering some things that factor into all of this, I would say God has taken
care of us! We, with the Psalmist, can declare, “His love endures forever.” Whether it is
COVID-19, society around us seemingly losing its’ collective mind, our own needs—God has it
covered.
The way we know God cares for us and makes sure our needs are covered is the sacrificial death
of Jesus at the cross of Calvary. There, He paid the price for every time we got it wrong with
God. Nothing is left out—nothing is excluded. Those times you are too embarrassed to tell
anyone about—yea, He has those covered too.
Remember something here. The God who knew your rising up and laying down, every thought
that would ever go through your mind and every single thing about you—He loved you and gave
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the ultimate price in His Son Jesus, in order that you might know how real His love and forgiveness are. O
give thanks to the Lord, for He IS good, and His love endures forever! Even in the midst of a worldwide pandemic, and all the things that happen in this life, one thing is for certain: His love (for you)
endures forever! Never forget that!—Pastor Anderson

________________________________________________

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Washington-Alaska District
www.wa-aklwml.org
The LWML Washington-Alaska District mini convention was held on Friday, September 25, 2020, at
Peace Lutheran Church in Chehalis, Washington. Thirty-two people attended the event. Deacon
Mike is diligently editing the recording for posting on the WA-AK District website.
The Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann, President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Northwest District
proclaimed God’s Word at the opening communion service.
New mission grants in the amount of $82,350 for the 2020-2022 biennium were announced. These
are posted on the bulletin board.
We have two new district vice presidents. Pastor Kevin Shubkegel from Trinity Lutheran Church in
Mt. Vernon is our new district counselor, and our proposed bylaw amendments were approved.
We are ready to move into the next biennium.
Upcoming events include:


Mt. Baker Zone zoom rally October 10, 2020, at 9 a.m. You are invited to attend.
https://zoom.us/j/95287520372?pwd=TDBORGpCZ0NEbzY0a2tVQjJqOXhYZz09



LWML convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27, 2021. Running the Race…Looking
to Jesus
LWML WA-AK District Retreat – September 2021, TBD
LWML WA-AK District Convention – Wenatchee, Washington, July 8-10, 2022
Peace Like a River




Thank you for your continued support and mite donations
Blessings, in Christ’s Service.

Marilee Ryan President
LWML Washington-Alaska District
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CALENDAR NOTES:
Church Council
5
Cleanup Day II
10

Page 4

THE PROCLAIMER

We’re looking for people!

VOTERS: DID YOU KNOW?
No, not those voters. This is about
those who are a part of the voting
body of the church.

 We have been unable to locate
Ray Wans. Ray was located at
3915 Colby, Everett, 98201. All
the mail we send him bounces
back to us. Can you help us
locate him? If you can give an
up-to-date address and phone
number, it would be greatly
appreciated.
 SERVANTS—those wlling to
SERVE our congregation at this
time. Almost every position is
open. Will you consider
bearing the burden? The
20%/80% rule is very much in
play here. We need more
people with gifts and talents to
step forward!

If you miss three straight Voter’s
Meetings, you are ineligible to vote
until you go through the process
described in the Constitution. We
had a July Voter’s meeting because
COVID-19 issues pushed back our
original meeting.
We have one scheduled in
November.
As members of Grace Lutheran
church, we promised certain things
to God and to each other. We are
here to encourage and build up this
fellowship of believers.
COVID-19 has caused all of us to
reconsider how ordinary life is lived
out. It has been said that
“churches are super-spreaders” of
the virus. That’s simply not the
case at Grace! We have enough
room to quadruple the size of social
distancing and still have room.
COVID-19 challenges every one of
us. If you go to the store, if you go
out—believe me, we have room for
you here. Plenty of it too.
If you did not attend the last two
Voter’s Meetings, we encourage you
to attend this one. Don’t worry—
there will be plenty of space. We
don’t want you losing your place on
the Voter’s roll! See you at the
Voter’s Meeting!
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LWML Sunday
Fall is the favorite season for many of us. We have blue skies, warm days, cool nights, and summer’s humidity
has gone.
In October, we celebrate LWML Sunday. Pastor Larry Krueger, a past pastoral counselor for the LWML Texas
District, authored the materials for this year with the theme “Kingdom People Produce Kingdom Fruit.” The
materials are based on Jesus’ words to the chief priests and Pharisees found in Matthew 21:43 The kingdom of
God will be … given to a people producing its fruits. God has given us everything we need to produce fruit and
plant the seeds of faith in others. What joy we have knowing that the kingdom of God is ours!
Share this joy in your church by using the resources available on the website, including the sermon, bulletin
covers, a children’s message, and ideas for encouraging mite donations. Talk with your pastor about using these
resources for starting an LWML group in your congregation. All are available for free download. Check out the
LWML Sunday materials here and begin planning your celebration.

Who We Are
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. For 78 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ,
encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to support
global missions.

What Are Mission Grants?
The LWML Mission Goal funds our mission grants. New LWML Mission Grants are selected every two years
and freely given offerings are dedicated to these mission grants for the purpose of reaching out to others with
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

A Mission Grant Prayer
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks today for the innumerable physical, spiritual, and emotional blessings You daily
shower upon us. Lead us, through the working of Your Holy Spirit, to return a part of these gifts to You as our joyful
response to Your great love for us that is so evident in the greatest gift You ever gave us, the gift of Your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Bless these mission grant recipients, along with my whole life of Christian stewardship, so that Your
kingdom on earth, as well as in heaven, may continue to grow. In Jesus’ name. Amen!
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Remembering in Our Prayers:
Rose Mino: health mobility concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health concerns
Ruth Holland, our new secretary,
who lost a family member on Sunday
Mike Malloy, recovering from stroke
Mike and Marilee Ryan’s sister-inlaw, rehab & recovery after heart
attack
Kim Bayley, battling cancer
Health Care Workers
First Responders
Wildfires to be brought under control
All Government Leaders
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Tony Evans, pastor and evangelist in Dallas, Texas, said these words
many years ago: “Jesus did not come to fit in. He came to take over.”
Think about what this preacher means by that! Jesus did not come to
“get along with others.” Jesus Himself said, “I did not come to bring
peace, but a sword” (Matthew 10:34).
If this is true, then these words have significant importance to us.
Jesus came to take over our LIVES and be the ruler of our hearts and
lives! There’s a reason Jesus is called “King of kings and Lord of lords.”
It is not about being polite towards Him. It is all about honoring Him
because of the sacrifice made for us at the cross. You’ve noticed I
have been introducing a hymn of praise called “You Are My King?” It is
because of Jesus’ great sacrifice for us, so we may be forgiven, and, as
Martin Luther says, “Live under Him in His kingdom.”
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LCMS Stewardship Newsletter article – October 2020
We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each October. The Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve in 1517,
which was when Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. So, let’s
hear from Luther himself on the topic of giving and stewardship.
In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help
Christians know their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and in God’s
family, the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages from the
Bible, three of which have to do with giving to your local congregation. They are these:


“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the
gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14)



“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not
be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)



“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double
honor, especially whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the
ox while it is treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18)

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote:
“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone should share all his
possessions with his preacher. No, it means that he should provide for him liberally, giving him as much
as is needed to support his life in comfort. … The apostle is so serious in advocating this topic of
support for preachers that he adds a threat to his denunciation and exhortation, saying: ‘God is not
mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. I do not like to interpret such
passages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In addition, it gives the appearance of greed
if one emphasizes these things diligently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, people should be taught also
about this matter, in order that they may know that they owe both respect and support to their preachers.
Christ teaches the same thing in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer
deserves his wages’; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those who are
employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in
the sacrificial offerings? In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel
should get their living by the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know this, so that
we do not have a bad conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens when those who
proclaim the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth derive their livelihood from them. It is
impossible that one man should be devoted to household duties day and night for his support and at the
same time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry requires. Since God
has commanded and instituted this, we should know that we may with a
good conscience enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our
lives from church properties to enable us to devote ourselves to our office.”
(LW 27:125–126)
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Grace Lutheran Church
8401 Holly Drive
Everett, WA 98208
(425)353-1852

Web: www.grace-everett.org
Email: gracelcms8@gmail.com
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