(Student’s Version) June 2, 2022
What Does The Fiery Darts Look Like In The Natural?
Part 1
Needed Resources:  

1. Webster Dictionary – Online or Hardcopy

    a.  (Why are we choosing to use Webster’s Dictionary?)  He was a devout Christian who wrote the dictionary and incorporated scripture within the definitions of all words.
2.  Strong Concordance or Strong Exhaustive Concordance
3.  Bible, preferably a Parallel Bible with the King James Version and the other choice is up to you (hardcopy or online).

4.  Pad and pen
New Weekly Challenge:  For the 1st 30 minutes of your prayer time, please pray only for your relationship God and nothing else.  These are a few examples to include in your prayer time.
a. Walking Constantly in the Spirit
b. Our Mind Stays on The Word of God
c. Closer and Intimate Relationship With Him Daily
d. Putting Him Back In Remembrance of His Word
e. Humility and Contentment 
f. Open Ear to His Voice Only And Above All Things
g. Strengthen our Commitment to Our Godly Relationship With Him and Others
Old Weekly Challenge:  Continue to read your Bible at 2 hrs. and 40 mins once a week and 1 hour for the other 6 days until you have completely read the entire New Testament.  Please let us know when you have completed the New Testament.  Continue to meditate on your 3 scriptures every day of the week.
Key Reading Scriptures:  Ephesians 6:10-24 (KJV)
The Fighting against the darkness

The Armor of God
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things:
22 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts.  23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
Discussion:

1. What is the Greek word for armor?  What does it mean? Why do we need the armor?
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
God gives the believer a full set of equipment and He sends us out into battle with everything we need at our disposal.  Satan’s schemes against us come to nothing when we stand against them in the power of God. 
“The tactics of intimidation and insinuation alternate in Satan’s plan of campaign. He plays both the bully and the beguiler. Force and fraud form his chief offensive against the camp of the saints.”
Special Note:  God gives the believer a full set of equipment and He sends us out into battle with everything we need at our disposal.  A complete set of defensive and offensive armor (weapons) everything which is needed to wage successful warfare; (spiritually) the full resources the Lord gives to the believer so they can successfully wage spiritual warfare. In this way the believer do not fight for victory – but from His victory!
2.  In spiritual warfare, what are we not fighting against?  List the 4 ranking orders of the Satan?
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Answer:  
Answer:  

Answer:  

Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  Ephesians 6:11 tells us that all of our warfare is combating the wiles of the devil. At the end of the day, it is completely irrelevant if the particular opponent we face is a principality, a power, or a ruler of the darkness of this age. Collectively, they are all members of spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. They are all part of a spiritual army that is organized and established into ranks and is under the headship of Satan who comes against us.
3.  What posture does verses Ephesians 6:13, 14 recommended that the believer should take? What do you think that we stand in?  
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;   

Answer: 
Answer: God gives the Christian a glorious standing to maintain by faith and spiritual warfare:

· We stand in grace (Romans 5:2).

· We stand in the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1).

· We stand in courage and strength (1 Corinthians 16:13).

· We stand in faith (2 Corinthians 1:24).

· We stand in Christian liberty (Galatians 5:1).

· We stand in Christian unity (Philippians 1:27).

· We stand in the Lord (Philippians 4:1).

· We should stand perfect and complete in the will of God (Colossians 4:12).
iii. All in all, there is a lot indicated by that one word, stand.
Special Note:  God has given His people a call, a mission, a course to fulfill. Satan will do his best to stop it. When he attacks and intimidates, we are to stand. It is plain that this is Paul’s emphasis in Ephesians 6:11 and 6:13. We do the Lord’s work and stand against every hint of spiritual opposition.  
4.  What are the 7 Parts of the Armor? 

Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
5.  What part of the armor will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked?  In 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  What is the Greek work for “ye may be able?  What does it mean?
Answer:  
Special Note:  Faith is represented as a shield, protecting us from the fiery darts of the wicked one, those persistent efforts of demonic foes to weaken us through fear, unbelief, doubt, worry, and anxiety. 

The shield Paul describes is not the small round one, but the large, oblong shield that could protect the whole body. In ancient warfare, these fiery darts were launched in great numbers at the beginning of an attack. The idea was not only to injure the enemy, but to shoot at him at all sides with a massive number of arrows, and thus to confuse and panic the enemy.

 “Even when such a missile was caught by the shield and did not penetrate to the body, it caused panic, because it was thrown when well alight and its motion through the air made it blaze most fiercely, so that the soldier was tempted to get rid of his burning shield and expose himself to the enemy’s spear-thrusts. But the shield of faith catches the incendiary devices and extinguishes them.”
Answer: 
Answer:  
Special Notes:  When the Greek words and phrases are used together as they are in Ephesians 6:16, it could actually be translated into “Above all taking the shield of faith, by which you will be dynamically empowered.”
6.  What do you think the fiery darts look like?  What is the Greek word for “fiery darts?”  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  The Fiery darts is referred to an arrow with its tip wrapped with fabric soaked in flammable fluids so it would burn with hot and angry flames.  The Greeks word belos to depict specially-made long, slender arrows that outwardly looked harmless, however, the hollow interior of the arrow was filled with flammable fluids that, upon impact, exploded into a raging fire. 
Answer: 
7.  When the devil attacks, what do you think prevents damages to the heart, mind, spirit, and soul?
Answer:  
Special Note:  When the devil strikes, his attacks look inconsequential at first, like arrows that can do little damage, but when the arrow strike into the heart and emotions, they often explode and set human passions aflame, causing a minor issue to develop into a fierce, flaming situation.
8.  Faith is a shield to the _________.  

Special Note:  Paul uses these Greek words to explain supernatural empowerment that occurs when a believer uses their shield of faith.  When the believer lifts, their shield high and holds it out in front of them where it belongs, that shield of faith divinely energizes the believer to stand bravely against every assault of the devil.  That shield of faith becomes dynamically and supernaturally empowered to act as an impenetrable wall of defense against the enemy’s tactics.
9.  The shield of faith is so powerful that it makes you fortified, invulnerable, and armed to the teeth!  It equips you to hold an ironclad position.  It turns you into a spiritual tank so you have the ability to move your position _______ without taking any losses yourself.
Special Note:  This does not mean the devil won’t try to stop you, but when the shield of faith is held out in front of you as it ought to be, you become divinely empowered to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
10.  Read Ephesians 6:16 (KJV).  What is the Greek word for quench?  What does this word mean?

Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  It refers to water-soaked shield of Roman soldiers.  Before soldiers went to battle, they purposely soaked their shields in water until they were completely water-saturated.  The soldiers did this because they knew the enemy would be shooting fire-bearing arrows in their directions.  If a shield was dry, it was possible for it to be set on fire when struck. But if this vital piece of armor was water soaked, the flames would be extinguished even if an arrow penetrated its heavily saturated surface.
11.  How do you think that the water-soaked shield of Roman soldiers apply to us as believers?

Answer:  Roman 10:17 says that our faith is increased by hearing the Word of God.  In Ephesians 5:26, the Word of God is likened to water.  So as we regularly submit ourselves to the Word of God, we soak our faith with the Word just as a Roman soldier soaked his shield with water.  And when out faith becomes Word-saturated or Word-soaked, it becomes just like the soldier’s water-saturated shield.  In other words, it will be so heavily inundated with the water of God’s Word that even if a fiery dart pierces our shield the huge amount of Word in us will extinguish the flames.
12.  Please try to guess the answers.  Having a _______ of ________ that is soaked in the _____ of ________ gives you double protection against these the devils attacks.
Answer:  
Special Notes: The shield of faith guarantees that the enemy’s fiery darts will have little or no effect, even if they get close enough to strike your heart, mind, or emotions in the midst of the situations you find yourself facing today. 
13.  Please try to guess the answers.  Soak you faith in the ______ of _______.  Let the water of the Word so saturate you _______ that if the enemy tries to launch a surprise attack on you, your health, your finances, your marriage, your children, your family, your church, your business, or your job.  He will find that his _____ _____ have little to no impact on your Word-soaked faith shield!
Special Notes:  Refuse to let yourself become the devil’s victim!  Hold your Word doused shield of faith high in front of you so it completely covers your life.  Then, rest assured that no fiery dart of the enemy will make any serious impact on you.  That faith shield will protect you from anything the enemy throws at you through the dynamic, explosive (dunamis) power of God.
14.  Reviewing the 6 Steps to Shield Yourself from Satan.  Provide one example of an encounter when a fiery dart negatively impact your life.  
1) Identify The Flaming Dart – Maybe someone gossiped about you or didn’t invite you to their party, or hurt you in some other way.  You feel bitterness rising in your heart.

First, identify the fiery dart.

2) Trust That This Dart Can Be Quenched – When the flaming dart lands and you feel your heart filling with bitterness.  You may feel that there is nothing you can do about it.  The flaming dart can be quenched.
You can extinguish this flaming dart, but how?
3) Understanding That It Can Only Be Quenched By The Shield Of Faith.
a.  This flaming dart of bitterness cannot be quenched by

· Trying to stop feeling bitter

· Looking on the bright side, or

· Taking a deep breath and counting to ten

None of those will quench the flaming dart, because none of those involves faith in Christ.
How do we pick up that shield and use it?
4)  Turn To Jesus Christ
a. The shield is a shield of faith and faith means trusting and believing in all that God has promised to be for us in Jesus Christ.
b. You do not need to get rid of your bitterness first.  Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, you can turn to hm as you are, confessing your sin and asking Him to forgive you for your bitterness and He will. 
 Then ask Him to help you use the shield of faith to extinguish. 
15.  What part of the amor deals with our thinking?  
Special Notes:  And take the helmet of salvation: In the ancient world this usually was a leather cap studded with metal for extra strength. Often some kind of plume or decoration was added, perhaps to identify the solider to his regiment. Salvation is pictured as this kind of helmet, protecting an essential part of the body. A soldier would be foolish to go into battle without his helmet.

1 Thessalonians 5:8 speaks of the helmet of salvation in connection to the hope of salvation. The helmet of salvation protects us against discouragement, against the desire to give up, giving us hope not only in knowing that we are saved, but that we will be saved. It is the assurance that God will triumph.
ii. One of Satan’s most effective weapons against us is discouragement. When we are properly equipped with the helmet of salvation, it’s hard to stay discouraged.
Answer:  
16.  What was one thing that stood out to you about our lesson on the fiery dart?
Answer: 
Pray for all fiery darts to be remove and God gives you strength to hold the shield of faith up high. 

