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A Message Fromi the
Preeixaejit: Deryl Duer

skills. Last year over $60,000 was
raised to benefit the rural schools
in Tennessee.

I just want to thank everyone
who came and
participated in
our first
Saturday
event of the
year, and
making it
such a great
success. I
think that all 2002 TA W President

The Duck River Woodturners club
put on a wood turning exhibition
at last years' event, and the TAW
has been invited to join the Duck
River Woodturners this year in
presenting the art of woodtuming
to the visitors. I will have more
information for our club members
at our meeting this month.

of those who

February Meeting Demo
The Demonstrator for the
February meeting is Clay
Crowder from Maryville,
TN - he will be demonstrating basic bowl turning.
See you there!

February 2003

Deryl Duer

came to the event, benefited from
the experience. There were members who had never turned before,
being helped by the more experienced club members. I hope that
those of you who did attend will
share with those who were unable
to attend, and encourage everyone
to come to our Saturday February
turning workshop.
I will have sign-up sheets at our
February meeting for the TACA
and Woodworking Show demonstrations. I encourage everyone to
participate i f possible.
Leipers Fork is well known in
Tennessee as being the home of
many artists and artisans. On the
4th of July the Leipers Fork community put on a large celebration
event that includes music, food
and artists who demonstrate their
1

I look forward to seeing you at the
meeting this month!
Deryl Duer
TAW President 2003
615/400-1444

Annual Meihbershlp
Dues i s Nbw Due!
It is that time of year again! Time
to renew your membership in the
Tennessee Association of
Woodturners for the new year. We
have plenty of reasons for you to
renew your membership - the
monthly meetings, the newly
established Third Saturday turning
meet and the Annual Symposium
are but a few of the many great
things we have planned for this
year. To renew your membership,
please see Bill Gray at the next

meeting or send your check for
$25.00 to:
Bill Gray
1109 Grandview Drive
Nashville, T N 37204
I f you would like to be included in
all 0 fthe great events this year and
have the opportunity to interact
with other turners during the
monthly organization meetings,
then we ask for you to take a
moment and renew your membership today!

Wcxxien Bowl Care &
CTIeaning Instructijcns
Compiled by Ray Sandusky after
researching of the topic on the
internet

Do's
1. After each use, give it a quick
rinse in warm soapy water and dry
thoroughly.
2. Rub the insides with a little
Mineral, Walnut or Canola oil with
a soft cloth.
3. Never put a wooden bowl into
the refi-igerator for chilling.
4. Immediately dry the surface of
moisture with a clean cloth or
paper towel.
Don'ts
1. Do not
2. Do not
3. Do not
oven.
4. Do not

soak in water.
put in dishwasher.
put in microwave or
leave in direct simlight.

When or i f the wood becomes dry,
apply another coat of Mineral,
Walnut or Canola oil.

recommended as a fin ish, as they
contain ingredients that may tend
to create a culture for bacteria to
build up. Vegetable oils tend to
become gummy and resist attempts
to properly clean wood surfaces.
Mineral oil is a non-toxic, inert oil
that is light textured and w i l l not
build up an excessive coating over
time. Mineral oil will not stain the
wood, however spices and food
may discolor the surface over
time, especially i f the wood
becomes dry.
Walnut Oil is a non-toxic, inert oil
that is smooth textured and will
not build up an excessive coating
over time. Walnut oil will not turn
rancid, but will cause a minor
deepening of the natural colors of
the wood.
Canola Oil is a non-toxic, inert oil
that is light textured and will not
build up an excesive coating over
time. Canola oil will not turn rancid, but will cause a minor deepening of the wood's natural color.
I f the wood surface becomes rough
or i f build-up occurs, it can usually
be smoothed using a Seotch-Brite
(non-metallic) scrubber or a wet
sponge Lemon juice and Pumice.
Scrub off the oil that hers built up
over the years.
I f you scrub the bowl with pumice
and lemon juice you w i l l safely
take off the layers of oil. After you
rinse out the cleaning agents and
are satisfied that you have taken
the bowl down to the wood, apply
a coat of Mineral, Walnut or
Canola oil to the owl, allowing it
to soak into the wood.

The use of vegetable oils is not
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Getting Rid of the Rib
I f you find yourself with a little
nub (or nipple) in the bottom center of your bowl, then try the following:
The first is to keep working the
nub down while turning. This center piece will turn away much
slower, than the outside and you
need to let the bowl gouge do its
job.
Another common technique is to
drill a depth hole to the desired
depth of the bowl bottom. This
removes the waste more efficiently, and leaves no wood. Also, the
hole is a gauge to know when how
far down to turn the bowl bottom.
Because the center of the bowl is
spinning slower than the rest o f the
bowl, turn the lathe speed up. Use
a sharp gouge, and bring the tip up
underneath the nub, applying pressure by levering the handle down
against the toolrest. This will cut a
groove in the nub, right where it
touches the bottom. I f it doesn't
come off, cut away some of the
wood you have separated, using
standard gouge techniques, and
then repeat the part where you
come up from the bottom.
Be careful not to turn the nub into
a dimple in the bottom, or you w i l l
be presented with a whole new set
of problems!

Safety Glasses or a Face Shield are
•Required Equipment* when operating a woodtuming lathe or any tod.
Remember to {sactice safety at all
timesi

Novenber Instant G a l l e r y
Most o f the photos by Ray Sandusky

Andy Woodard with a Sugar
Maple Salad Bowl he made from a
crotch section

Dan Crainer surprised us all with
a group of fabulously made items,
including this awesome Windsor
Chair

Ernest Sherrill carved a Goose
Egg with spirals and mounted it
on a Walnut stand

Donny Hall made a beautiful Vase
from a large Oak Burl

John VanDerVort carved two
swans and mounted them on a
maple base.

Mike Zinser displayed a few more
of his Ornaments - He is surely
getting hooked

James Wheaton made a stack of
coasters from segmented stock of
Maple and Walnut.

Don Thompson made a vase of
Spalted Maple

Ray Sandusky made a kitchen
utensil holder of Red Maple
3

Pete Weins with a bowl he made
from Maple

If you turned an item this
month please bring it to the
next meeting - we all would
benefit from seeing your
work!

John Moss - Ihin
Tliming and Piercing

trimmed down to final thinness.

By Ray Sandusky

John Moss conducted the
club demonstration for
January. He began by showing us now be uses the lathe
to take a rough bowl blank
down to a thickness of 1/16"
to 1/8" so be can then use
the piece for performing
additional carving and

trimmed down and sanded
to at least 320 grit, John
takes the piece off the lathe
and begins the process of
applying the stencil of the
image be wants to carve or
burn into the inside edge.
He uses carbon paper to
trace the image onto the
piece, then the Nibsburner
to burn the images into the
wood.

John frequently stops the
lathe to measure the wall
thinness with calipers. He
says you can use what ever
device you feel comfortable
with, but you better measure often so you can be sure
you are getting a uniform
thinness along the whole
side of the bowl.
liercing to produce bis
leautiful objects of art.
He begins by turning the
outside of the workpiece to
the shape be desires and

uses bis bowl gouge to make
the final finishing cut prior
to beginning to bring me
inside of the bowl down to
final thinness.
John first establishes the lip
of the bowl and then begins
the cutting of the inside of
the bowl makng sure that
be leaves significant thickness on tbeliottom. This is
done to enhance the stability of the piece while the
sides of the bowl are being

John supports the outside
edge of the bowl with a
liece of fine grit sandpaper
leld against the edge to
ceep the workpiece from
being pushed out of shape
while it is spinning. This
will also help in making the
final cuts cleanly.

Once the work piece is
4

Next, John uses a dental
drill to carve out the details
of the burned in images and
also to pierce the workpiece,
creating negative space and
details in the images. The
shrill sound of the dental
drill caused more than a
couple of the attendees to
cringe! I guess it brought
back some not-so-fomf
memories of visiting the
dentist. The dentist among
us, Andy Woodard, said i f
sounded like the sound of
making money to him!

John's demonstration was
very well planned and provided us all with a detailed
understanding of what be
does to produce bis award
winning pieces of artwork.
Thank you John!

The First Saturday
Tuoming Event - A Huge
Success!

Gary Martin and others. The
great thing about this event
was the opportunity to receive
first hand tips and instruction.
There was also a chance to
leam from tumers who have a
bit more experience!
Ray SandusKy showed some
of his hollowing tools and
techniques. John Lucas gave
some pointers on spindle

By Ray Sandusky

On January 18, the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners
held their first Open Turning
Session, a six hour event open
to all members and guests.
Even though the Nashville
area experienced a major
snow storm (4" - not much
for a Yankee), a sizable number of people showed up!

•

. I

Kandy Miles had a chance to turn
on a large machine - something he
can not do at home

advantage of the natural grain
pattem of the wood.
There were a total of 5 lathes
set up in the facilit)^, one large
Powermatie, one medium size
Powermatie and three Jet
mini lathes. This provided an
opportunity for all levels of

tuming to a young man who
attended (and tumed for the
first time) the session. Some
folks needed to have a new
bevel ground on their tools,
others needed to be advised
on what tools to purchase.
Deryl arranged for a Chef to
come in and cook a lunch of

One of the goals of the session
was to encourage interaction
between turning enthusiasts

Deryl Duer, TAW's 2003
President was kind enough to
act as host for the event. His
Photography Studio was convertecf for the day, into a cavernous space for woodtuming! The event drew about 25
brave (or should I say rabid)
tumers who had the time of
their lives!
Some folks brought their
tools to ask other more experienced tumers for tips on
usage, sharpening or advice
on upgrading. Others just
showed up with a desire to
interact with the other participants.
Randy Miles had a chance to
mount a very large piece of
Walnut on Deryl^ big lathe
and tum a large bowl - something he can not do on his
own machine. He also got a
good lesson on mounting the
stock on the lathe to take

James Wheaton turns a bowl on
the big lathe during the event

Alice Jensen gets a chance to turn
using a Jet mini lathe during the
open turning event

experienced people to take a
tum on something new.
We had at least 5 visitors
show up at this event that
never attended a regular
monthly meeting. We also
saw some faces that were
absent from recent regular
meeting. So it was a good
chance for most of the attendees to interact with each
other and get to meet some
new people as well.
James Wheaton, a new club
member, got a shot at tuming
a bowl on Deryl's Powermatie
while receiving pointers from
5

John Lucas gives some spindle
turning pointers to a new turner

Chicken Breast Sandwiches,
Hamburgers, and French
fries that cost $5.00.
The next Open Tuming Event
will be on Febmary 22.
Deryl will provide more
details at the meeting on
Febmary 4.
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By Steven Ross Shook University
of Washington
Moisture in wood can exist as
water or water vapor in cell cavities, or lumens, or as water bound
chemically within the cell walls.
Green wood is deined as wood in
which cell walls are completely
saturated with water; however,
green wood usually contains additional water in the cell cavities.
The moisture content at which the
cell walls are completely saturated
but the cell cavities contain no
water is called the "fiber saturation
point." The fiber saturation point
of wood averages about 30 percent
moisture content, but individual
species and individual pieces of
wood may vary by several percentage points from that value.
The fiber saturation point often is
considered as that moisture content below which the physical and
mechanical properties of wood
begin to change as a function of
moisture content. In other words,
once the moisture content o f wood
reaches 30 percent no more
dimensional changes will occur as
more water is added to the wood.

ting, or performance problems that
detract from the woods usefulness.
Wood is an anisotropic (not
homogenous in terms of directionality) material in sjrinkage characteristics. It shrinks most in the
direction o f annual growth rings
(tangentially), about one-half as
much across the rings (radially),
and only slightly along the grain
(longitudinally). The combined
effects of radial and tangential
shrinkage can distort the shape of
wood pieces because of the difference in shrinkage and the
curvature of the annual rings.
The shrinkage of wood is affected
by a number of variables. In general, greater shrinkage is associated with greater wood density. The
size and shape of the wood may
also affect shrinkage, as may the
temperature and rate of drying for
some species. Longitudial shrinkage o f wood (shrinkage parallel to
the grain) is quite small. The longitudinal shrinkage from green to
ovendry condition is only 0.1 to
0.2 percent for most species of
wood...80 small, that it can usually
be ignored.

SHRINKAGE
Wood is dimensionally stable
when the moisture content is
above the fiber saturation point.
Wood changes dimension as it
gains or loses moisture below that
point. It shrinks when losing
moisture from the cell walls and
swells when gaming moisture in
the cell walls. This shrinking may
result in warping, checking, split-

A beautiful Red Maple in a flourish of Fall s majestic color!

Histxaric Cherry Wood
Ftar Sale - Jc±n Bailey
Ray, can you please put this infor7

mation into the Newsletter?
It was good talking to you yesterday and 1 thank you for your time
and help. Below is a list of the
cherry 1 have. It is very old and it
very good condition. I would
guess it's at least 40 years old and
has been stored with stickers. It
would make someone a fine bit of
stock to work with. 1 do not tum,
so the tuming stock 1 really don't
need and the boards are so bing, 1
can't really work with them in my
shop. (The other cherry i have is
in boards about an inch thick and
12 wide at most). Thanks for putting this in your newsletter...it
should really help!
RS. 1 also have a piece of walnut
that is 97.25 x 9.5 x 2.25 inches
thick
a real nice piece.
M y telephone numbers are
615.591.0850/615.491.4166
Turning Stock
Size in Inches
Qty
4
106 X 3.00 X 3.00
2
115x3.00x3.00
2
72 X 3.00x3.00
96 X 4.00 X 4.00
1
35 X 4.00x4.00
1
93 X 4.25 X 4.25
1
Boards
Qty
Size in Inches
2
111x13.00x2.00
1
113x12.00x1.50
1
106x 13.00x 1.25
1 am not a memberof TAW, but 1
am sure that many of your members would like an opportunity to
have some of this wood.
Thank you
John Bailey

Tuznlng a Gavel
by Larry Hancock
Start by cutting all the stock or
the heads and the handles square
and a couple of inches longer than
the finished length. Always cut a
couple of extra blanks in case you
find a defect in the wood while
tuming.

Once the blanks are cut it's time to
start tuming but first it helps to
have a size and pattem selected for
the gavels. There are traditional
shapes and sizes for different purpose gavels. The largest size has a
head 5 1/2" long by 3" diameter
and finished length of 15". Most
judicial gavels have heads around
4" long and a diameter of 2 1/2"
and an overall finished length of 10
1/2" to 11". Walnut is the most
common wood used.
Use a 4-jaw chuck for most all
my turning, the squares center
themselves in the chuck and check
the tailstock end for center, and
then tighten the chuck securely.
Now you can adjust the tool rest
and round the blank for marking
out.

This photo shows the use of a storyboard to mark off" the transition
points for the handle and has the

diameters of the major areas written on it along with a half profile of
the pattem drawn on the edge.
When you need to make several
duplicate pieces this is the easiest
way to insure they stay the same.
The handle has been roughed to
shape and diameters sized. Now
the handle needs final shaping and
sanding.
Once the shaping is done size the
tenon that will be tlueaded later
with a sizing tool set the exact
diameter for the thread you will be
using. Once set the sizing tool will
insure the exact same diameter on
all the handles.

Here is the handle finished on the
lathe and ready to be parted off.
The heads are tumed between
centers to form a round tenon for
the chuck to hold and, using a storyboard, 1 have airead)' marked off
the head and sized the major elements to their diameters.

The head is shaped and sanded
and ready to have the head reversed
and the second face finished. With
the piece in the chuck one face can
be cut and sanded to a, fine finish
but the face closest to the chuck
carmot be given the same attention,
so reverse in the next step so both
8

faces get the same treatment.

With a stronghold chuck and a set
of collet jaws with the aluminum
inserts removed and dense foam
wrapped around the wood you will
be able to reverse the heads without
marring them and finish the second
face. The tailstock center mark is
still in the end of the wood so it is
easy to recenter the head and tighten the chuck. Another way to
accomplish this without a chuck is
to use a waste block and tum a
recess to jam the head into. This
method works just as well as the
chuck but be sure to measure the
diameters of the heads i f tuming
more than one at a time and start
with the smallest diameter and
work up so you can enlarge the
recess as the diameters get larger to
allow for any slight differences.
When the tuming is done, drill the
heads either on the lathe or in a
drill press being very careful that
the hole is perpendicular and exactly centered in the head.

Then use threading tools to make
the threads for the heads and handles and glue them together and
there you have a classic Gavel.

Calendar of Events
Arrowmont School - Gatlinburg, T N
Mar 17-21 Surface Design on Thin Wall Tuming - Binh Pho
Mar 24-28 Small-Scale Tumed Boxes & Containers - Bonnie Klein
Mar 31- Apr 4 Woodtuming: Artistic & Functional - Ray Key
Applilacian Center For Crafts - Smithville, T N
Apr 5 Craft Demonstrations in A l l Disciplines
Apr 12 & 13 Tuming Green Wood - Bobby Clemmons
J . Campbell Folk School - Brasstown, N C
Feb 16-21 - TURNING - TOOLS, TECHNIQUES & TIMBERS (5-night week) Bobby demons
Feb 21-23 - WOODTURNING BASICS (Weekend) Doug Bames
Feb 23-Mar 1 - FROM A LOG TO A FINISHED PIECE Doug Bames
Mar 9-14 - BEGINNING TO INTERMEDIATE WOODTURNING (5-night week) Willard Baxter
Mar 23-29 - TURNING W I T H SING Dick Sing
1-24 Fxpo Center
Mar 27-30 The Wood Working Show
TACA
May 2-4 32nd Annual Tennessee Crafts Fair in Centeimial Park, Nashville

As Seen Cn the Intemet
Compliled from posts on the rec.crafts.woodturning newsgroup by Ray Sandusky
Q. / am considering purchasing a power sander for help sanding bowls (air powered), but I see inertia
Sanders available in several different styles as well. Which work best?
A. You need to figure out what your goal in sanding is. I f you want a better fmish than hand sanding, these
passive sanders will do the trick. They are even a little bit faster than hand sanding. However, power sanding
is FAR faster than either method.
Q. How does boiling wood prevent/minimize cracking?
A. By boiling wood you are affecting the ability of the wood to take up and lose water from the atmosphere.
You lose the moisture gradient that occurs with some tissue regions losing water faster than others,
which is where the stresses of drying cause cracking.
Q. Is a "shallow gouge " a special bowl gouge that is shallow or is it a regular spindle gouge?
A. The terms "bowl gouges" and "spindle gouges" are used to describe the most common uses and to keep
"newbies" out of trouble. Shallow gouges are spindle gouges. Deep fluted gouges are bowl gouges.
Q. Recently while I was sanding the inside of a bowl, I experienced a severe shock to my wrist due to a
catch on the sandpaper near the center of the spinning bowl. How can I avoid this the next time?
A. Having your fingers trailing should prevent the problem i.e. toward the departing wood, not toward the
approaching wood. Having your fingers toward the approaching wood or even straight out is more likely to
cause them to jump and thrash around with a sandpaper grab or catch.
9

The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide
a meeting place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and
to educate the general public regarding the art of tuming. The
TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month in Brentwood, T N and
periodically sponsors local exhibitions and demonstrations as well
as an annual symposium.

We meet the first Tuesday
of every month at 7:00pm
at the Harpeth Hills
Church of Christ
Map to Monthly Meeting
Location
NashviH©

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary/Newsletter
Librarian
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Deryl Duer
Gary Martin
Bill Gray
Ray Sandusky
Gene Thomas
Fred Takacs
Dave Collier
Randy Trentham
John Lucas

TennMsee AsBodaflon of
Woodturners
c/o Ray Sandusky
9307 Fall Court West
BrentMOOd.TN 37027
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