
 

   The Georgia Department of Transportation (Georgia 

DOT) has announced the availability of $410,817,650 in 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act funds for Georgia’s airports affected by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, made available by the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) under a portion of the 

CARES Act intended to support continuing airport 

operations and provide immediate financial relief for 

expenses and lost revenue. The CARES Act was signed 

into law by President Trump on March 27, 2020 and 

includes a total of $10 billion in funds to be awarded as 

economic relief to eligible U.S. airports. 
 

“I applaud the Trump administration, Senators Perdue 

and Loeffler and the Georgia delegation in Washington, 

D.C. for securing passage of the CARES Act to provide 

this much-needed relief,” said Tim Golden, Chairman of 

the State Transportation Board of Georgia. "This 

funding will make a profound impact on our economy 

in the fight against COVID-19. This support for 

Georgia’s airports will help ensure the continued 

operation of this critical part of our nation’s 

transportation infrastructure.” 
 

The FAA has allocated the funds to airports included in 

its National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 

(NPIAS). With 96 airports in the NPIAS, Georgia will 
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receive the fourth highest amount of funding in the 

nation. Included are the world’s busiest airport, 

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International, and seven 

additional commercial airports receiving scheduled 

airline service, including Albany, Augusta, Brunswick, 

Columbus, Macon, Savannah, and Valdosta. The 88 

remaining facilities are general aviation airports that 

serve communities throughout Georgia. Under the 

FAA’s State Block Grant Program, Georgia DOT will 

administer CARES Act funding totaling $3,448,000 to 

the 88 general aviation airports and will contact airport 

officials regarding a simplified application process for 

accessing the funds. CARES Act funding will be 

provided at a 100% federal share, with no local match 

required. Payroll, debt service, and capital and operating 

expenses incurred beginning on January 20, 2020, will 

be permitted to support airport operations under the 

CARES Act. 
 

“Georgia DOT participated in a recent call with Elaine 

Chao, Secretary of Transportation for the USDOT and 

the FAA for the rollout of the CARES Act funding. We 

greatly appreciate Secretary Chao and the FAA for their 

quick work in administering these funds,” said 

Commissioner Russell R. McMurry. 
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  Today Governor Brian P. Kemp and the University of 

Georgia Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 

provided an overview of the funding allocated by the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act. This critical funding will help small 

businesses keep workers employed during the current 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Through the University of Georgia’s 17 Small Business 

Development Centers (SBDC), in conjunction with the 

Georgia Department of Economic Development 

(GDEcD) and Department of Community Affairs 

(DCA), the state has launched an information website to 

provide guidance on accessing a variety of U.S. Small 

Business Administration (SBA) programs. 
 

Beginning April 6, these state partners will host a series 

of web-based information sessions tailored to each 

region of the state. In addition, SBDC will be available 

to assist businesses, where necessary. 
 

The CARES Act provides funds for SBA to aid small 

businesses through its network of private small business 

lenders. Georgia has more than 70 qualified SBA 

lenders, and detailed information about the following 

vital lending programs can also be found here. 
 

"Small businesses are the engine of Georgia's economy 

Gov. Kemp, University of Georgia's SBDC Provide 

Overview of CARES Act Funding 
and provide economic opportunity for millions of 

Georgia families," said Governor Kemp. "As we 

continue to fight the spread of COVID-19, this critical 

resource will provide a lifeline to small businesses 

across our state. I am encouraging all Georgians to 

support their local businesses in this difficult time. We 

will get through this together." 
 

“The Georgia Department of Economic Development is 

continuing to work with our partners statewide to 

confront COVID-19 and move forward together,” said 

GDEcD Commissioner Pat Wilson. “We thank 

Governor Kemp, DCA, and SBDC for working together 

with us to better and more efficiently serve our state’s 

small businesses at this time of great need.” 
 

“DCA is proud to work with our state partners to 

support the small businesses that are such a vital part of 

the communities we serve," said DCA Commissioner 

Christopher Nunn. 
 

“The University of Georgia has a strong track record of 

helping to develop new small businesses across the 

state. Assisting these firms to navigate COVID-19 

aligns perfectly with our land-grant mission,” said UGA 

President Jere W. Morehead. 
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