August 13, 2023                 The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music              The Choir
Call to Worship                                               Deacon Robert Upton
L: Over the wind and waves, Christ comes to us. Do not fear to meet Christ here.
P: We have heard the invitation. Our hopes have brought us together. 
L: The storms of life do not have the last word. Our faith keeps us from sinking. 
P: Our doubts lead to greater faith. Our losses open us to greater possibilities. 
L: Let us call on God’s name and give thanks. Let the hearts of all who seek God rejoice.
P: We will sing of God’s wonderful works. We will share with others God’s marvelous deeds.
* Hymn           “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”           H No. 37
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                       Deacon Robert Upton
L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Congregationalist L. Abbott                  Pastor Steve Finlan
“To be the friend of publicans and sinners, and yet the friend of purity and holiness. . . that the pure may enter as a physician the domain of vice to cure it without feeling its contagion, this surpassed their compre​hension. By his course Jesus seemed to them to obliterate all moral as well as all social distinctions; to preach and practice a lax morality, as well as to overthrow the most sacred rites.” A Life of Christ, 265
Time of Reconciliation - Choir

Invitation               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”               H No. 414
Scripture                             Ps 17:1–6, 15                            H No. 598
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: God we confess that we are dreamers more intent on our own importance than on your vision for us. We like our favored position on this earth, and we are jealous of those who have even more than we. We want to rise above others rather than reaching out with helping hands, that all might be uplifted by you. We pray for pardon, for greater insight, for another chance to live and serve with faithfulness. Amen.

Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests                “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  

* Hymn                    “Now Thank We All Our God”            H No. 283
Scripture     1 Kings 19:9–13 (v. 12 in RSV)     Deacon Robert Upton
9At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Scripture                 Romans 10:5–10                     Pastor Steve Finlan 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
Sermon                    “A Still, Small Voice”         Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn             “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”           H No. 421
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                      Robert Upton, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                    Choir
*Doxology                                                                                     H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

Baptism of Paul Mantovani DePasquale
[Pastor and parents talk. Pastor turns to congregation:]
Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love and care to Paul as he lives and grows in Christ?
[Congregation responds:] We do, with the help of God.

Christ be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray. [Minister prays and then baptizes the child. After the baptism, parents will say “Member of Christ’s family.’ Congregation then responds:]
God, give to Paul Mantovani DePasquale strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the hope of new life in Jesus, and the freedom of love and truth. Amen.

Let us congratulate Paul, Alison, and Anthony!
* Hymn               “Jesus Calls us o’er the Tumult”               H No. 314
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Go out to share the good news, without favoritism. Meet both friend and enemy with forgiveness and grace.
P: God’s word is on our lips and in our hearts. We face a dangerous world with assurance and trust. 
L: Take heart; do not be afraid. God is with you wherever you go. 
P: We are assured of God’s presence and protection. We believe God’s help is always available. 
L: Let faith grow as doubts are explored. Christ invites us to follow new pathways.
P: We will listen for Christ’s invitation. We will follow where God leads us.    L: Amen.   L: Amen 
* Con. Resp. “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”    H No. 580
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to 

sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”
_______________________________________________________       

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends
	grieving for departed loved
	ones.

	All people and families
	who are dealing with cancer.
	

	Frederick Baker
	Maria’s son
	Successful surgery and healing

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ann Brazile
	Tom Chisholm’s family member
	Ovarian cancer

	Anthony Carchia
	Jane Hatch’s Godson
	Having back surgery

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	June Hoyt
	Our friend, Kathy’s mom
	Healing from leg pain

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Elena O’Neil
	Fran Deibel’s sister
	Blood cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Dealing with Neuroblastoma

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Cynthia Sylvester
	Barbara Waugh’s sister
	Breast cancer

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety

	Uncle Mike & Aunt Alice
	Buddy Pucillo
	Uncle Mike, Dementia

Aunt Alice, Hospice

	Joyce Vieira
	Friend of Christine Chisholm
	Undergoing chemotherapy


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

              THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Today     
  9:30 A.M. 
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Robert Upton
Baptism of Paul DePasquale, son of 



  Alison (Eldridge) and Anthony DePasquale     

10:30 A.M.
Fellowship Hour





  Hostesses: Lois Ketler and Marion Leonard
Mon., Aug. 14 


Office closed 

  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Tues., Aug. 15 
10:00 A.M.
Office open
Wed., Aug. 16 


Office closed


  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Aug. 17
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve

                               Reading Book of Jeremiah

Fri., Aug. 18
10:00 A.M.
Office open


11:00 A.M.
M & O Summer “Grab N Go” Lunch______     

                             LOOKING AHEAD__________________   
Sun., August 20
  9:30 A.M.
Service of Word 
  Deacon of the Month: Robert Upton
10:30 A.M.
Fellowship Hour





  Hostess: Jean Upton
Mon., Aug. 21


Office closed 

Tues., Aug. 22
10:00 A.M.
Office open


  4:00 P.M.
Farm Market until 7:00 p.m.

Wed., Aug. 23


Office closed


  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Aug. 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve

                               Reading Book of Jeremiah

Fri., Aug. 25
10:00 A.M.
Office open


11:00 A.M.
M & O Summer “Grab N Go” Lunch______
The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for August are Bottled and Canned Juices and Juice Boxes. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday
The “Grab N Go” Lunch program is open to anyone who would like to take advantage of a free, bag lunch on Fridays for the month of August. Pick up time for the lunches are between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. It is requested that you call the church office and tell Maria how many lunches you would like. 
Calendar Raffle: All calendar gift cards and donations should be turned into Jane by Sunday, August 27th. The calendars will be sold at the church table during  Park Day, Sunday, September 10th. 

On Sunday, September 3rd, we will go back to 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.

Lobster Roll Sale………….
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