
MANAGER’S DESK FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2019 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE MANAGER’S DESK, I’M MIKE CORNELL. 

 

THIS MONTH I AM SHARING SOME DEVOTIONALS BASED ON CHRISTMAS SONGS AS 

FOUND ON THE WEBSITE, BIBLE.COM. TODAY… 

O COME O COME EMMANUEL 

Time after time, the Israelites found themselves separated from God - always by their own doing. And God 

would eventually deliver them, only to be betrayed by His chosen people again. So we find two constant 

themes in the Old Testament:  

 The Israelites, no matter how hard they tried, were unfaithful to God. 

 God remained faithful and fulfilled the promises He made to them. 

Through His prophets, God made many promises. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give 

you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and you shall call his name Emmanuel.” The 

name Emmanuel translates as “God with us.” It’s a remarkable promise - the Ultimate Being and Creator of 

the Universe promising to make Himself physically present with the people who have proven themselves 

unworthy.  

In one of the most somber Christmas songs, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, there is an embraced tension 

within Israel. They are in exile, separated from God yet again. With a sober perspective, they choose to 

rejoice in the promise God has made to them. With nothing else to cling to, in the midst of desperation and 

loneliness, they recall and proclaim the promise that God would be with them - knowing that, in spite of 

their unfaithfulness, God is faithful to His promises.  

No one could have expected a baby in a manger to be the start of God’s perfect plan to be “with us.” And 

yet, that is exactly how God fulfilled His promise.  

Are you waiting for God to come through on a promise He has made? Do you feel a sense of loneliness or 

exile? Rejoice! Rejoice! Through Christ, God has made Himself present to us. His faithfulness is greater 

than our failure. And His presence is all the reason we need to, once more, rejoice!  

FROM BIBLE.COM. 

WHEN CONTACTING WRVM, DON’T FORGET TO REQUEST OUR 2020 SCRIPTURE TEXT 

WALL CALENDAR. IT IS FREE FOR THE ASKING. AND IF GOD LAYS IT ON YOUR HEART TO 

HELP US FINISH THIS FISCAL YEAR IN THE BLACK, ALL GIFTS ARE APPRECIATED. 

OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS:  WRVM, PO BOX 212, SURING WI, 54174 

OR GIVE ONLINE AT WWW.WRVM.ORG. 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING ME FOR THE MANAGER’S DESK, I’M MIKE CORNELL. 


