
May 2021 County Sales and Price Activity 
(Regional and condo sales data not seasonally adjusted) 

May 2021 Median Sold Price of Existing Single-Family Homes Sales 
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Price 

MTM% 

Chg 

Price 

YTY% 

Chg 

Sales 

MTM% 

Chg 
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CA Single-family home $818,260 $814,010 r $588,070   0.5% 39.1% -2.7% 86.7% 

CA Condo/Townhome $592,000 $570,000   $464,900   3.9% 27.3% -8.8% 150.9% 

LA Metro Area $725,000 $725,000   $535,000   0.0% 35.5% -5.2% 81.0% 

Central Coast $900,000 $925,620   $678,500   -2.8% 32.6% -4.7% 111.8% 

Central Valley $445,000 $435,000   $350,000   2.3% 27.1% -0.4% 44.0% 

Far North $365,000 $367,250   $299,000   -0.6% 22.1% 2.1% 58.6% 

Inland Empire $510,000 $500,000   $395,740   2.0% 28.9% -4.3% 58.4% 

SF Bay Area $1,340,000 $1,328,440   $965,000   0.9% 38.9% -5.2% 104.6% 

Southern California $752,250 $750,000   $565,000   0.3% 33.1% -4.8% 80.0% 

                    

SF Bay Area                   

Alameda $1,312,500 $1,300,000   $955,000   1.0% 37.4% -1.6% 130.2% 

Contra Costa $1,015,000 $990,000   $690,000   2.5% 47.1% -6.6% 95.1% 

Marin $1,632,500 $1,610,000   $1,500,000   1.4% 8.8% -1.5% 61.0% 

Napa $837,500 $950,000   $672,500   -11.8% 24.5% -5.7% 118.9% 



San Francisco $1,900,000 $1,800,000   $1,627,500   5.6% 16.7% -9.2% 136.5% 

San Mateo $2,075,000 $2,001,000   $1,650,000   3.7% 25.8% -1.9% 94.4% 

Santa Clara $1,675,000 $1,650,000   $1,365,000   1.5% 22.7% -8.2% 131.8% 

Solano $579,000 $555,000   $482,000   4.3% 20.1% -7.5% 10.3% 

Sonoma $780,000 $777,500   $675,000   0.3% 15.6% -2.5% 158.5% 

Southern California                   

Los Angeles $725,680 $718,440 r $553,710 r 1.0% 31.1% -3.1% 80.7% 

Orange $1,100,000 $1,100,000   $834,550   0.0% 31.8% -10.1% 130.9% 

Riverside $560,000 $545,500   $434,480   2.7% 28.9% -5.2% 60.4% 

San Bernardino $410,000 $405,000   $320,000   1.2% 28.1% -2.5% 54.8% 

San Diego $851,000 $825,120   $655,000   3.1% 29.9% -3.2% 76.1% 

Ventura $806,000 $865,000   $681,250   -6.8% 18.3% -7.8% 119.5% 

Central Coast                   

Monterey $887,000 $840,000   $650,000   5.6% 36.5% 0.4% 153.3% 

San Luis Obispo $775,000 $799,950   $632,500   -3.1% 22.5% -10.4% 99.3% 

Santa Barbara $1,299,000 $1,100,000   $637,500   18.1% 103.8% -2.1% 99.3% 

Santa Cruz $1,300,000 $1,265,000   $850,000   2.8% 52.9% -4.9% 110.9% 

Central Valley                   



Fresno $361,500 $355,000   $295,000   1.8% 22.5% 3.8% 40.5% 

Glenn $384,000 $302,500   $323,250   26.9% 18.8% -54.2% -8.3% 

Kern $317,000 $315,000   $270,000   0.6% 17.4% -3.6% 60.8% 

Kings $315,000 $305,000   $249,950   3.3% 26.0% -17.4% 13.6% 

Madera $360,000 $378,000   $297,500   -4.8% 21.0% 5.3% 34.3% 

Merced $350,000 $325,000   $285,000   7.7% 22.8% 1.7% 12.0% 

Placer $663,450 $625,000   $515,000   6.2% 28.8% -2.3% 53.1% 

Sacramento $500,000 $490,000   $395,000   2.0% 26.6% -0.3% 46.1% 

San Benito $810,000 $722,500   $660,500   12.1% 22.6% -7.8% 195.0% 

San Joaquin $500,000 $490,000   $415,000   2.0% 20.5% 10.0% 55.7% 

Stanislaus $440,000 $419,000   $350,000   5.0% 25.7% -5.7% 37.8% 

Tulare $324,350 $309,600   $255,250   4.8% 27.1% -1.2% 17.4% 

Far North                   

Butte $449,000 $438,500   $362,000   2.4% 24.0% -10.9% 63.2% 

Lassen $247,450 $253,000   $195,000   -2.2% 26.9% 4.3% 41.2% 

Plumas $423,000 $400,000   $269,000   5.8% 57.2% 31.7% 260.0% 

Shasta $360,000 $350,000   $297,000   2.9% 21.2% 10.2% 53.3% 

Siskiyou $289,000 $302,500   $230,000   -4.5% 25.7% -25.9% 10.3% 



Tehama $348,000 $362,000   $290,000   -3.9% 20.0% 11.9% 51.6% 

Other CA Counties                   

Amador $427,500 $415,000   $321,000   3.0% 33.2% 2.9% 80.0% 

Calaveras $473,800 $475,000   $330,000   -0.3% 43.6% 5.1% 55.2% 

Del Norte $415,000 $364,170   $338,450   14.0% 22.6% -59.1% -59.1% 

El Dorado $688,000 $654,750   $535,000   5.1% 28.6% 4.3% 79.8% 

Humboldt $400,000 $425,000   $340,750   -5.9% 17.4% 18.3% 84.3% 

Lake $360,000 $324,950   $300,000   10.8% 20.0% -10.4% 72.0% 

Mariposa $415,000 $343,200   $280,000   20.9% 48.2% 0.0% 100.0% 

Mendocino $602,500 $528,000   $426,000   14.1% 41.4% 2.0% 100.0% 

Mono $1,140,000 $974,000   $520,150   17.0% 119.2% -25.0% 400.0% 

Nevada $563,250 $555,000   $410,000   1.5% 37.4% -11.2% 42.9% 

Sutter $410,000 $410,000   $342,550   0.0% 19.7% 37.3% 102.5% 

Tuolumne $390,700 $367,000   $319,000   6.5% 22.5% 7.2% 103.9% 

Yolo $617,500 $566,000   $443,000   9.1% 39.4% 8.6% 83.1% 

Yuba $400,000 $384,700   $320,000   4.0% 25.0% 37.8% 100.0% 

r = revised 

NA = not available 
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California home sales ease in May as statewide median price inches up to set another record, C.A.R. reports 

- Existing, single-family home sales totaled 445,660 in May on a seasonally adjusted annualized rate, down 
2.7 percent from April and up 86.7 percent from May 2020. 

- May’s statewide median home price was $818,260, up 0.5 percent from April and up 39.1 percent from 
May 2020. 

- Year-to-date statewide home sales were up 34.6 percent in May. 

LOS ANGELES (June 16) – After months of breakneck market competition, California home sales moderated in 
May as buyer fatigue set in, while the median home price set another record high, the CALIFORNIA 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS ® (C.A.R.)  said today.  

Closed escrow sales of existing, single-family detached homes in California totaled a seasonally adjusted 
annualized rate of 445,660 in May, according to information collected by C.A.R. from more than 90 local 
REALTOR® associations and MLSs statewide. The statewide annualized sales figure represents what would be the 
total number of homes sold during 2021 if sales maintained the May pace throughout the year. It is adjusted to 
account for seasonal factors that typically influence home sales. 

May home sales dipped 2.7 percent on a monthly basis from 458,170 in April and up 86.7 percent from a year ago, 
when 238,740 homes were sold on an annualized basis. The sharp yearly sales jump was expected as the housing 
market was hit hard by the pandemic shutdown last year, when home sales dropped to the lowest level since the 
Great Recession. 

“The overheated housing market is showing signs of a much-needed cooling and could be a sign of waning buyer 
interest as the torrid pace of home price increases and buyer fatigue adversely affected demand,” said C.A.R. 
President Dave Walsh. “We’re seeing many would-be buyers taking a break and hoping to see more listings as the 
economy reopens and prospective sellers list their homes for sale.” 

California’s median home price set another new record high in May as the statewide median price inched up 0.5 
percent on a month-to-month basis to $818,260 in May, up from April’s revised $814,010 and up 39.1 percent from 
the $588,070 recorded last May. The year-over-year price gain was the highest ever recorded, and it was the 
second straight month that the state recorded an annual increase of over 30 percent.  

Robust demand of higher-priced properties contributed to the record-setting statewide median price. With million-
dollar home sales surging more than 200 percent from May 2020, its market share is nearly double what it was a 
year ago when it was at 15.6 percent. More million-dollar properties were sold in the past couple of months than 
homes priced below $500,000.           

“A lack of housing inventory continues to push up prices, and modestly higher interest rates, increased competition, 
and declining affordability have caused some buyers to become discouraged. Despite strong growth rates, the level 
of home sales has fallen on a monthly basis in four of the last five months,” said C.A.R. Vice President and Chief 
Economist Jordan Levine. “Additionally, pending sales data for May, which was virtually unchanged from April, 
suggests further slowing in coming months. Fortunately, new listings have finally started to rise, which could help to 
sustain a higher level of home sales deeper into summer by providing much-needed supply.”     

 At the regional level, all major regions had at least 44 percent year-over-year growth in sales from last May when 
the market hit its lowest point in 2020. Among all regions, the Central Coast had the biggest jump of 111.8 percent 
from a year ago, with sales in all four counties in the region surging by more than 99 percent. The San Francisco 
Bay Area also increased in sales by triple-digits (104.6 percent) from last year, followed by Southern California (80 
percent), the Far North (58.6 percent), and the Central Valley (44 percent).  

 Nearly all counties — 49 of 51 — tracked by C.A.R. recorded a year-over-year sales increase in May, with 17 
counties more than doubling the sales level reached a year ago.Six of the counties with more than 100 percent 
growth rate had a median price above $1 million in May 2021. Mono had the strongest sales growth from last year at 
400 percent, followed by Plumas (260 percent), and San Benito (195 percent). Counties with an increase from last 
year had an averaged gain of 89.2 percent in May, compared to 70.7 percent in April. Del Norte (-59.1 percent) and 
Glenn (-4.3 percent) were the only counties with a sales decline from last year.  

 Sales growth remained concentrated in higher-priced markets, while home sales in the lower-end continued to be 
lackluster. Demand in the million-dollar segment increased by more than 200 percent year-over-year, with sales of 
homes priced $2 million and higher surging over 300 percent from a year ago. Sales of properties priced below 
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$300k, on the other hand, continued to fall precipitously, with the year-over-year sales dropping 34 percent in May. 
Tight housing supply continues to be the primary factor constraining sales in the lower price segment.  

 Three out of five major regions reached new record high median prices in May, with each region growing more than 
20 percent from a year ago. The San Francisco Bay Area had the highest year-over-year gain of 38.9 percent, 
followed by Southern California (33.1 percent), the Central Coast (32.6 percent), the Central Valley (27.1 percent), 
and the Far North (22.1 percent).  

 All 51 counties tracked by C.A.R. notched a gain in their median price on a year-over-year basis, with 50 of them 
reporting at least a double-digit growth rate from last May. Mono had the largest price growth of 119.2 percent in 
May, followed by Santa Barbara (103.8 percent) and Plumas (57.2 percent). Thirty-two counties set new record high 
median prices in May.Marin had the smallest price growth of all counties with an 8.8 percent increase from May 
2020. It was also the only county with a single-digit price gain from a year ago. 

 The Unsold Inventory Index (UII) improved slightly from 1.6 months in April to 1.8 months in May but remained 
sharply below last year’s level. The month-over-month rise in inventory is partly due a slight increase in housing 
supply, but a slowdown in housing demand in May also contributed to a bump in the index. The index indicates the 
number of months it would take to sell the supply of homes on the market at the current rate of sales. 

 Active listings reached the highest level in six months after a 6.6 percent monthly increase in May and continued to 
inch up, following the seasonal pattern. Housing supply typically climbs during this time of the year and usually 
remains on an upward trend until late July/early August. The pace of growth on a month-to-month basis is on par 
with the average growth rate of 6.7 percent from April to May recorded between 2015 to 2019.  

 All counties reported by C.A.R. saw a decline in active listings from last May, and nearly all counties — 49 out of 51 
— dipped more than 20 percent from year-ago levels. Ventura had the largest decline in housing supply, dropping 
63.5 percent year-over-year, while Amador followed closely with a 62.5 percent slide from a year ago. Lassen (-1.8 
percent) and San Francisco were the only two counties in the state with a single-digit decline in active listings from 
the prior year. 

 The median number of days it took to sell a California single-family home remained unchanged at the record low of 
7 days in May, down from 17 days in May 2020. 

 C.A.R.’s statewide sales-price-to-list-price ratio* posted a record high in May at 103.8 percent and was 99.7 percent 
in May 2020.  

 The statewide average price per square foot** for an existing single-family home remained elevated. At $387, May’s 
price per square foot was an all-time high. The price per square foot was $281 in May a year ago.  

 The 30-year, fixed-mortgage interest rate averaged 2.96 percent in May, down from 3.23 percent in May 2020, 
according to Freddie Mac. The five-year, adjustable mortgage interest rate was an average of 2.62 percent, 
compared to 3.16 percent in May 2020. 

Note:  The County MLS median price and sales data in the tables are generated from a survey of more than 90 
associations of REALTORS® throughout the state and represent statistics of existing single-family detached homes 
only. County sales data are not adjusted to account for seasonal factors that can influence home sales. Movements 
in sales prices should not be interpreted as changes in the cost of a standard home. The median price is where half 
sold for more and half sold for less; medians are more typical than average prices, which are skewed by a relatively 
small share of transactions at either the lower end or the upper end. Median prices can be influenced by changes in 
cost, as well as changes in the characteristics and the size of homes sold. The change in median prices should not 
be construed as actual price changes in specific homes. 

*Sales-to-list-price ratio is an indicator that reflects the negotiation power of home buyers and home sellers under 
current market conditions. The ratio is calculated by dividing the final sales price of a property by its last list price 
and is expressed as a percentage. A sales-to-list ratio with 100 percent or above suggests that the property sold for 
more than the list price, and a ratio below 100 percent indicates that the price sold below the asking price. 

**Price per square foot is a measure commonly used by real estate agents and brokers to determine how much a 
square foot of space a buyer will pay for a property. It is calculated as the sale price of the home divided by the 
number of finished square feet. C.A.R. currently tracks price-per-square foot statistics for 50 counties. 

Leading the way…® in California real estate for more than 110 years, the CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS® (www.car.org) is one of the largest state trade organizations in the United States with more than 
200,000 members dedicated to the advancement of professionalism in real estate. C.A.R. is headquartered in Los 
Angeles. 
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