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By Fred Buckland
That was how Kyle McNary described the pictured team (see page 6) in his biography
of Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe. Businessman Neil Churchill organized the Bismarck, North
Dakota Semi-Pro team. He was the owner of the Prince Hotel and a car dealership. As you
can see from the picture this was an integrated team, which for the time was quite unusual. It
would be another 12 years before Jackie Robinson would open the door for blacks in the major
leagues.
The team star was Satchel Paige. He is standing in the back row in the middle. He was named
to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1971. He was the first of the former Negro League players to
be inducted. Another hall of famer was pitcher Hilton Smith who was inducted in 2001. He is
standing on the far left. Other notable Negro League players were Quincy Troupe (back row
second from right) and Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe (back row far right).
The team compiled a record of 73 – 22 in the summer of 1935. The crowning achievement of
the season was their victory in the inaugural National Baseball Congress (NBC) tournament
that is still held in Wichita, Kansas every year. The Bismarck team swept their way to the
championship beating the Duncan (OK) Halliburton’s in the final game. Satchel won 4 games,
struck out 60 batters and was named the tournament MVP. Chet Brewer who is not pictured on
the postcard won the other 3 games. Hilton Smith and Radcliffe did not pitch in the series. In
1960 at over 50 years of age Satchel returned to the tournament with the Wichita Weller Construction team and won another ballgame.
See Baseball page 6
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Twin City Postcard Club Hosts the Semi-Annual
Spring Show April 12 - 13, 2008
Think spring and our annual spring postcard show & sale. Dave Johnson is again our chairman
for this show and most certainly will need volunteers to assist in setting up and taking down the
displays and tables. Call Dave to offer your help at 651-426-3573. The show will be held as
follows:

9 AM - 6 PM open to the public
Upcoming
Meetings

11

April 13 (Sunday)
9 AM - 3 PM
See map on page 12 for directions to the
Kelly Inn

Admission:
$2.00 for Members
$3.00 for Non-members
Memberships
$13 to join/renew
(see membership form page 11)

Note: it’s time to check your roster
information - Dianne Lamb is updating it.
For changes, contact Dianne via phone or
email so it’s current in the new roster.
(651-460-4927); dvlamb@hotmail.com
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Meet Duane Stabler
TCPC Newsletter Editor
Duane has been the TCPC newsletter editor for the past year and continues to edit the
newsletter in 2008. Duane grew up near Eureka, South Dakota and has lived in the Minneapolis area for most of the last 26 years but did spend significant time in Asia on business
for several years.
Duane has worked for Seagate Technology for the past 30 years in engineering management and has had the opportunity to do a variety of engineering management jobs over the
years. His current job keeps him home a lot more and able to do such things as the editor
job.
He also serves as president for the North Star Chapter of Minnesota and as director for the
Germans from Russia Heritage Society headquartered in Bismarck, ND. Duane writes several genealogy related websites
and enjoys helping others get started with the hobby of genealogy.
Duane admits he’s an amateur at collecting postcards and knows that many of the members “have forgotten more about
postcards than I will probably ever know”. Volunteering to do the newsletter has been a good way to learn more about
postcard collecting as a hobby. He collects cards from the Eureka, SD area but has expanded out and around that area.
He ties his genealogy and postcard collecting together and has made several presentations with the topic “Through
Grandfathers' Eyes, Postcards are a View to the Past” which reaches out to the non-postcard collector and features parts
of his collection of scenes and views of towns that were near where his grandfathers grew up.
Although he admits he doesn’t find too many “Dakota” postcards at the monthly meetings, the opportunity to “look at some
really nice cards and visit with some of my friends” makes for an enjoyable evening. He admits he truly enjoys the local
postcard shows and plans to attend them if at all possible.

2008 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Volunteer Needed

•

Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-4604927

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344

•

Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668

•

Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

Long Time TCPC Member and Postcard Dealer, Dick Rudolf Passes Away
Richard "Dick" Rudolf, age 84, of Minneapolis, passed away on Feb. 4, 2008. Well known stamp, coin, and postcard dealer in the
Twin Cities. USMC Veteran of WWII and Korean Conflict. Survived by his wife of 62 years, Nina; daughter, Candy (Rosie) Leslie;
son, Richard Jr. Private services and interment at Lakewood Cemetery. Cremation Society of MN.
Our sympathy to Dick’s family. We shall all miss him!………..Editor
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The Bridge That Never Was
By Dave Norman
Even those who have never been to New York City in person have to be familiar with many of the major
landmarks of the city because images of them appear so frequently in films, TV shows, magazines, and (of
course!) on postcards. Here's a view of the West Jersey Bridge, a massive double-deck bridge across the
Hudson River. Oh, you don't recognize this landmark? Neither do I. I've been to New York City a number
of times, even taken the sightseeing boat trip around Manhattan Island, but I never saw this bridge. It never
existed.
In researching this card, I ran
across the website
www.fortleeonline.com/
neverwas.html that tells the
story. (It also has a full color
view of the card.) In 1923,
well-known American bridge
engineer Gustav Lindenthal
proposed a double-deck
suspension bridge across the
Hudson River. As he
planned it, it would have 20
traffic lanes and two
sidewalks on the top deck and
12 lanes on the bottom. The
website also has a trading
card (presumably from a
cigarette package) with a
view of the bridge. It is #48, part of a 48 card set of "Famous Bridges." The trading card states that the
bridge was completed in October 1931 and opened in 1932. Here it specifies that the lower deck has 10
lines of railway track and that the bridge is 270 feet wide. The towers measure about 400 feet wide at the
base. The post card of the bridge also shows up on a website devoted to Vintage Views of New York.
A website describing Mr. Lindenthal's career mentions that he was contacted by the Pennsylvania Railroad
as far back as 1885 for a project involving a somewhat less ambitious bridge to carry their tracks across the
Hudson River into New York City. The website even says that they broke ground for that bridge in 1890,
although the project apparently was never carried very far beyond that stage. Eventually, the railroad gave
up on the idea of a bridge and built tunnels (which are still in use - in fact, they are so busy that a costly
project - the Trans Hudson Express - is under way to create more tunnels) under the river to bring their
trains into the city.
Mr. Lindenthal was involved with a number of famous American bridges of the late 19th Century and the
early part of the 20th Century, but continued to be fascinated by the possibility of a massive bridge across
the Hudson River at New York City. Such a costly project could only be built if it were jointly backed by
the various railroads which then terminated on the New Jersey side of the river. His proposed bridge was
never built, but the George Washington Bridge, built in the 1930s further north than the site of Mr.
Lindenthal's proposed bridge, shows some elements of his design, although when a lower deck was added
to that bridge, it was only for more road lanes, not rail tracks. ▲
PAGE 3
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Duluth Scenic Incline Railway
By John L. Cole

There are times when we destroy
something old and unique which later
we regret and I think the incline railway
was it. I have no knowledge of why the
railway was removed, but it was and
now remains as only a memory. It is
only remembered on postcards and by
those who rode it.
Just think of what a tourist attraction it
would be today. An eight block long
view of the city and harbor in Duluth.
It must have been quite an experience
for those who didn’t ride it every day.
I found an article by Patrick A. Hughes
who was an engineer on the line,
published by the D.S. Transit Company
in 1934. He takes the reader on an
imaginary trip on the incline and I
quote:
“For the past 21 years I have been an
engineer at the top of the Incline.
During that time, thousands of people
have ridden the Incline, some for the
scenic view it affords, others as a means
of daily transportation.
The Incline scenic railway is
approximately eight city blocks long,
extending from Superior Street to 8th
Street, where it is operated and
controlled, and where it has an elevation
of 500 feet.
Now, dear readers, you will no doubt
ask the question that many before you
have asked, “is it safe?” After 21 years
of daily inspection I can sincerely
answer, “Yes, it is safe.”
Postcard 1 Top: Maker unknown; Divided
back ; #201928
Postcard 2 Middle: Phostint; Detroit Publishing; Divided back; #76636
Postcard 3 Bottom; Maker unknown; undivided back; P.M. 1906
PAGE 4

See I-Rail on page 5
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I-Rail continued from page 4

The popularity of the Incline is growing
steadily from year to year. In fact, there is
a saying to the effect that if you haven’t
taken a ride on the Incline you haven’t
seen Duluth.
I now invite you to take an imaginary trip
in an Incline car which is just preparing to
leave Superior Street. As the car moves
slowly upwards there is gradually
unfolding before your eyes the greatest
natural harbor in the world. Now if you
will just glance over the left you can see
Minnesota Point, a sandbar which forms a
breakwater for both the Duluth and
Superior harbors. Of course, you have
already noticed the Aerial Bridge, which,
up until four years ago, had the distinction
of being the only one of its kind in the
world. This bridge, however, became
inadequate to meet the demands of an ever
increasing population, and so in 1930 the
basket was replaced by a span which you
now see.
Two blocks south of the bridge you
observe the Duluth Boat Club, an
important water sport center. It boasts of
the world’s champion Walter Hoover, a
Duluth boy. Just a little farther south you
will observe a gray battleship, the
Paducah, a navel training vessel. Too bad
the entire fleet isn’t in today, because it
certainly is a wonderful sight to behold.
To your right you see the grain elevators
where millions of bushels of grain from
the north-western part of the United States
are stored each year. You will also
observe the gigantic coal docks where
coal from the east is unloaded and
transported by rail throughout the western
portions of our country.
Postcard 4 Top: Curt Tech Linen; unused; Made 1937
Postcard 5 Middle; Curt Tech; Divided back; #r71909
Postcard 6 Bottom: Maker unknown; Divided back; P.M.

See Duluth on page 7
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Baseball continued from page 1

After the performance of the Bismarck
team the NBC decided to ban integrated
teams beginning in 1937 according to the
book. Bismarck would be allowed to
defend their title but starting in 1937 a
team had to be all white or all black.
Bismarck defended their title valiantly
losing to eventual champion Duncan
(OK). Satchel did not return for the 1936
tournament. Hilton Smith won 4 games
and Ted Trent another Negro League star
pitcher won another game.
Kyle McNary goes into detail in his book
comparing the Bismarck team to one of
the greatest major league teams of
all-time, the 1927 New York Yankees.
The Yankees team included Hall of
Famers Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Tony Lazzeri, Earl Combs, Herb Pennock and Waite Hoyt. He compares
players position by position indicating which team had the better player. McNary rates the position players
about even but has the Bismarck dominating the pitching staff. That is not hard to believe as pitching was the
Bismarck team’s strength. It is hard to believe that a team of semi-pro players from Bismarck, ND could
complete with a team of major league stars but as McNary states “in a short series anything is possible”.
While the Bismarck team did not have hitters like Ruth or Gehrig, it would have been very interesting to see
how Yankee stars would fare against the pitching of Paige, Brewer and Smith. It is a shame that the fans of
that era never had a chance to see the black players compete in the major leagues.
Was this really a Semi-Pro team? Not even close. Most of the players were paid to play baseball. Satchel
received $1000 a month and Radcliffe $750. That was a lot of money in the depression.
Was this the greatest team of all time? I don’t think so. There have been some phenomenal black, white and
integrated teams over the 140 or so years of professional baseball. The Yankees of the Ruth, DiMaggio or
Mantle eras were all great teams. The St Louis Cardinals 1934 “Gashouse Gang” and the later Cardinal teams
led by Stan Musial in the 1940’s and Bob Gibson in the 1960’s. Even the Cubs from 1906 – 1908 with Tinker,
Evers and Chance would need to be included. Then there were the great Negro League teams; The Kansas
City Monarchs from whom Churchill grabbed so many of his players, also the Homestead (PA) Grays with
Josh Gibson, Buck Leonard and “Cool Papa” Bell. There have been so many great teams through the years
that it is impossible to pick one. It may be safe to say that this was the first great integrated team in baseball
history. This was a team that depended on both black and white players to succeed.
McNary’s book is an interesting read. Double Duty was a character first and a ballplayer second. His
nickname was given to him because he would often pitch one game of a double header and pitch the next. In
the book it’s hard to separate the stories from the fact. Double Duty was in his 90’s when he was interviewed
for the book. I have been told that Radcliffe was pretty loose with the facts and that McNary was taken
advantage of. I didn’t care; it was a fun book to read. Kyle McNary lived in Bismarck as a child and as of a
few years ago was living in the Twin Cities area.
As for the card, it was purchased at one of our club shows from a local dealer.▲
PAGE 6
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Duluth continued from page 5

Across the bay lies the city of Superior, with a population
of 36,000. Its waterfront is similar to our own, but unlike
Duluth, the landscape of Superior is perfectly level. The
Saint Louis River forms the dividing line between the
two states.
The boat you just heard signaling the aerial bridge is an
ore boat with a capacity of ten thousand tons. The other
boat at the dock directly below us is a passenger boat
which visits all the important ports along the Great
Lakes.
Now we are passing over the Skyline Boulevard, one of
the most scenic drives in the northwest. And to your left
is the United States Weather Bureau, the guide of the
mariners.
Ah, at last we have reached the top. We have a seven
minute layover, and if you wish you may go out on the
platform where you really can enjoy the splendor of it all.
Oh yes, you must take a look through our telescope. It is
a very powerful glass and on a clear day like today you
can pick up a boat 40 miles down the lake. And don’t
forget to put a penny in the box, remember the proceeds
go to the needy.
Well, I hope you have enjoyed our imaginary trip up the
Scenic Railway. I invite you to come and ride the incline in
reality sometime.”

Maker unknown; divided back P.M.1914; #7554
McKenzie Photo

Knight of the Grip
By John Cole

Did you hear the story about the traveling salesman? Well I guess this is one you haven’t heard.
This is a story of William N. Newton. Operating out of his hometown of Red Wing, MN, William was a true
traveling salesman or as they were called in those days a “knight of the grip”. He traveled the northwest
territories for the Red Wing Manufacturing Co. And in later years, Salisbury and Satterlee, a iron bed and
bedding company of Minneapolis.
William had a natural untrained gift of drawing. During the long evening hours when he couldn’t see his
customers he would draw cartoons of things that happened to him that day. His series of “Billy Prune”
cartoons were so good that they were regulars in the Minneapolis Tribune and the Minneapolis Journal. In
1904 William published a book using 87 of his well known “Billy Prune” drawings.
See Knight page 8
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Smile! You are on Candid Camera
By Dean Borghorst
Candid photos of people walking Hennepin Avenue in Minneapolis
provide for a great look at how people dressed and what they might
have been doing while strolling down this busy and famous street.
From what I can tell, the photos were taken near 7th Street and
Hennepin Avenue. I’m thinking they were taken candidly by a street
photographer and then offered for sale to the persons who were
photographed.
The woman to the right is Fern Dale, a well known country banjo
player. Along with her name on the back of the card is written “MSP
55. I’m guessing the photos were taken about 1955 based on the
styles of clothing, would you agree? ▲
See smile page 9

Knight continued from page 7

In the early days (before cell phones) each salesman would plan his route weeks in advance
of the trip. He would make appointments with clients and also reserve hotel space by mail.
To catch the eye of the customer, William would use one of his cartoons on a postcard that
was called an advance card. It got to be that some of his accounts waited for the new
advance card to show up so it could be added to their collection.
Other salesmen wanted Newton’s advance cards. He had the Red Wing Printing
Company make up samples in a small booklet and the orders came in. It is unknown how
many cards were issued but the printing company advertised that no two were alike.
In my collection over the years I have come across two comic postcards made by Billy
Newton. Issued by an unknown publisher in Red Wing, MN, these are examples of a traveling salesman’s
problems. They are not advance cards and how many were put out is unknown.
Newton gained considerable fame as a trick
bicyclist and was said to be the first man to
appear in vaudeville entertainment riding a
unicycle.
William Newton died in 1920 at the age of
sixty. For a quarter century his cartoons
entertained many of his clients. Little did he
know that his works would be remembered
almost one hundred years later. ▲
(References: Goodhue Co. Historical Society, Red Wing MN )
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Smile from page 8
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POST CARDS WANTED

POST CARDS WANTED

Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from

Granite Falls MN PC Wanted

Minnesota Towns of:

Paul Benson

St. Cloud—Wadena—Bertah—Hewitt

521 11th Ave.

Harold Zosel

Granite Falls MN 56241

PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782

Telephone: 1-320-564-3743

Phone: 320-259-7049; Email: hzosel@aol.com
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted

expires: March 2008

expires: January 2009

POST CARDS FOR SALE

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Autos to Zebras; Annandale to Zumbrota;
Alabama to Wyoming
Call for an appointment.
We’d really love for you to take a look!
Call John at 612-377-2162

expires: March 2008
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,

Monthly Meeting Schedule
•

•

May 21, 2008

“Alma Mater” postcard Show & Tell - we can
probably all think back to the days we were in
Show & Tell—Bring your Easter Postgrade, junior high, high and college/university.
card collection and show a few cards.
Some of us probably have some postcards of
Tell us a bit about the card and what you those places. Bring a couple and tell us about
like about it.
it.
March 19, 2008

Special Note: John Cole says he’s
going to bring two boxes of “Linen
and earlier Minneapolis/St Paul cards
all marked at 25 cents” John says
these cards are newly acquired!
•

April 16, 2008

Mark your calendar
2008 Calendar of Meetings
•

June 18, July 16, August 20,
September. 17, October 15, November
18, December 17

Show & Tell—Bring your favorite card or
two that you purchased at the recent
postcard show. Give us a description of
“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting senthe card and what made you buy it.

Upcoming Programs

It’s time to plan for 2008
and we hope to offer
programs at least once
per quarter again this
year. Do you have a
suggestion for something
you’d like to see? Or,
perhaps you’d like to offer
a program yourself (don’t
be shy)? Programs
should be about 15
minutes in length and can
be about anything from
your favorite card topic or
a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at
651-426-3573 for further
details.

Welcome New Members:
•

Barbara Zessman
East Bethel
No specific collection given

•

Althea Willette
Minneapolis
Collects local, maps, dressed animals postcards , Easter
postcards, some art postcards

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Date: April 12 -13, 2008
Location:
St Paul Kelly Inn
161 St Anthony Ave
St Paul MN
(near the State Capital)
I-94 at Marion St. Exit

NEWS FLASH -Don’t miss the March 19th meeting with cards
newly acquired by John Cole which will be sold prior to the meeting………..bargain priced at 25 cents! Arrive by 6:30 to be one of
the first to see these cards.
Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web with a new look at:
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

