June 20, 2017
Higher Octave Healing Receives Donation from Thunderbird Charities for Social
Connections Program for Special Needs Children

Tempe, AZ – Thunderbird Charities, the charitable giving arm of the Thunderbirds –
hosts of the Waste Management Phoenix Open presented by Ak-Chin Indian
Community recently awarded $10,000 to Higher Octave Healing, Inc., a non-profit music
therapy organization providing music therapy services to over 600 people each week, to
support the Social Connections program for Special Needs Children.
The Social Connections program promotes social and communication skills for children
with special needs such as autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome and other
developmental disabilities or delays while promoting peer interaction and life skill
development through music therapy. There will be hundreds of opportunities for children
to benefit from this program in the upcoming 18 months thanks to the generous
donation from Thunderbird Charities. Higher Octave Healing’s Board-Certified music
therapists assess individual needs, lead evidence-based group interventions, and
provide opportunities for small group music therapy sessions throughout the Phoenix
metro area.
Higher Octave Healing, Inc., was founded in 2010, by Kymla Eubanks, with a focus on
“Empowering our community through music therapy.” With a focus on developing social,
communication and life skills in small group settings, “these children with developmental
delays and differences learn how to connect with their peers in a non-threatening, safe,
and sometimes non-verbal environment through music. Through Social Connections,
children gain life skills that can make or break the acts of gaining friends, joining social
and school groups and feeling like part of a team at school and in our community.”

In 2016, Thunderbird Charities funded the “Resounding Support” program at Higher
Octave Healing. Resounding Support provides educational opportunities for parents of
children with special needs and developmental delays while simultaneously providing
music therapy and sibling program services for their children. This program continues
through the end of 2017 with funding provided by Thunderbird Charities.
#####
If you are interested in learning more about the Resounding Support or Social
Connections program, please contact Lisa Hodge at Higher Octave Healing –
Lhodge@hohmt.org
ABOUT THE THUNDERBIRDS/THUNDERBIRDS CHARITIES
Thunderbirds Charities is a non-profit organization formed in 1986 to distribute monies raised through the
Waste Management Phoenix Open golf tournament. The Thunderbirds Charities Board consists of 15 board
members from varying professional backgrounds. The mission of Thunderbirds Charities is to assist children
and families, help people in need and improve the quality of life in our communities. The organization’s
giving is directed toward organizations based or with a significant presence in Arizona. The Thunderbirds
were founded in 1937 with the mission of promoting the Valley of the Sun through sports. The Thunderbirds
consist of 55 “active” members and more than 250 “life” members. For more information on the
Thunderbirds or the 2018 Waste Management Phoenix Open, visit www.wmphoenixopen.com. For more
information on Thunderbirds Charities, visit www.thunderbirdscharities.org.

