Conflict Resolution

Joseph Sold

Have you ever allowed your anger to get so far out of control that you, like the
brothers of Joseph, reached a level of hatred? Conflicts that are allowed to
dominate one’s thinking will do just that. Maybe Joseph could have learned from
the wisdom of Solomon, saying, “In the multitude of words there wanteth not
transgression; But he that refraineth his lips doeth wisely” (Proverbs 10:19). Not
everything a man thinks needs to be said, and in many cases is better left unsaid.
And now, the time has come for the wrath of Joseph’s brothers to manifest itself.

“And Israel said unto Joseph, Are not thy brethren feeding the flock in Shechem?
Come, and | will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am |. And he
said to him, Go now, see whether it is well with thy brethren, and well with the
flock; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and
he came to Shechem. And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was
wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? And
he said, | am seeking my brethren: tell me, | pray thee, where they are feeding



the flock. And the man said, They are departed hence; for | heard them say, Let
us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan.
And they saw him afar off, and before he came near unto them, they conspired
against him to slay him. And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer
cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into one of the
pits, and we will say, An evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what
will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of their
hand, and said, Let us not take his life. And Reuben said unto them, Shed no
blood; cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him:
that he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his father. And it
came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stripped
Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colors that was on him; and they took him,
and cast him into the pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. And
they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold,
a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing
spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said
unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his blood?
Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him;
for he is our brother, our flesh. And his brethren hearkened unto him. And there
passed by Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of
the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they
brought Joseph into Egypt. And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold,
Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. And he returned unto his
brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall | go? And they took
Joseph's coat, and killed a he-goat, and dipped the coat in the blood; and they
sent the coat of many colors, and they brought it to their father, and said, This
have we found: know now whether it is thy son's coat or not. And he knew it,
and said, It is my son's coat: an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without
doubt torn in pieces. And Jacob rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his
loins, and mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For | will



go down to Sheol to my son mourning. And his father wept for him. And the
Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, the captain
of the guard” (Genesis 37:13-36).

When bitter envy and jealousy is allowed to grow only disaster will come. The
prophet James said, “Whence come wars and whence come fightings among you?
come they not hence, even of your pleasures that war in your members?” (James
4:1).

The envy, and jealousy of the brothers of Joseph would not be the last time such
actions would end badly: “Now at the feast he used to release unto them one
prisoner, whom they asked of him. And there was one called Barabbas, lying
bound with them that had made insurrection, men who in the insurrection had
committed murder. And the multitude went up and began to ask him to do as
he was wont to do unto them. And Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that |
release unto you the King of the Jews? For he perceived that for envy the chief
priests had delivered him up” (Mark 15:6-10).



