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[bookmark: _Hlk215079637]Daniel 7:22, 27
[bookmark: _Hlk215081741]22 The Ancient of days came, then judgment was given for the holy ones of the Most High, and the time came when the holy ones gained possession of the kingdom. . .  27The kingship and dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the holy ones of the Most High; their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them.” 

Luke 1:26–33
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

The Most High, of course, is one of the names for God. In Hebrew, it is El Elyon. I think it is interesting to look at these passages from the two different Testaments that speak of the Most High. Let’s begin with the Daniel passage, which speaks of “the people of the holy ones of the Most High” (7:27). The faithful people, who have kept the faith although they have endured much from the pagan empires, are promised that they will eventually inherit an everlasting kingdom, one that will be dominant over all other dominions. This is the hope that Jesus would not fulfill, explaining to people that his kingdom was not of this world (John 18:36). Still, we need to take notice of this hope, expressed in some parts of the Old Testament.
See how much honor is expressed in this passage toward the holy ones who served the Most High. This seems to be a minority group within the Jewish population that aspired to holiness. 
When we move to the New Testament story, we see one individual front and center, Mary. She is met by an angel, and is perplexed, and perhaps frightened. He comforts her and says “the Lord is with you. . . you have found favor with God.” 
Mary is holy, although she doesn’t really think about it or labor at it, very much. But there she is, receiving this extraordinary message that she will bear a son who will be called Son of the Most High, who will inherit the throne of David, at least in a spiritual sense. And of his kingdom, his spiritual kingdom, there will be no end. Similar to the Daniel passage, there is a promise of an everlasting kingdom.
We know that Jesus repudiated the role of king. In John 6:15, a crowd was ready to proclaim him king, but he withdrew from them. And later in the gospel, he tells them his kingdom is not of this world. Christians eventually came to understand that he is a heavenly king, not an earthly one, a spiritual ruler, not a political one, a Creator, not a dictator. If he had promised earthly power and authority, his followers would have been crushed and depressed when it didn’t come to pass. This is part of what happened to Jews who believed the promises in Daniel, only to see them apparently come to nothing. 
Now it may be that the promises in Daniel are to be fulfilled in the future, when the meek really do inherit the earth, but it won’t be in our lifetimes, and we shouldn’t hope for political power. In fact, the followers of Jesus need to be ready to be relatively powerless, sometimes. According to Matthew, Jesus explained to them “You know that the rulers of the gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you, but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave” (Matt 20:25–26). Luke says that he made this remark after he saw that a dispute arose over which one of them was to be the greatest (Luke 22:24). They needed to get out of their heads this whole idea of dominance, and, more importantly, get it out of their hearts, out of their desires.
There’s hardly any political desire more intense than the desire harbored by people who feel defeated, who yearn for vindication and even vengeance. It leads to an ugly kind of political zeal. We see it in Southerners who say “the South will rise again.” The Jews had this kind of political resentment, and it manifested itself in 66 to 70 AD, when they waged war on Rome, an effort doomed to be defeated.
The victory that people should yearn for is spiritual victory, the triumph of God’s will in humanity, a day of peace on earth and good will among people, a day when knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea (Isa 11:9), a day when God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations (Isa 61:11), a day when we hear God saying “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit” (Zech 4:6), when we believe that Jesus will gather into one the dispersed children of God (John 11:52), when God will be all in all (1 Cor 15:28). These are the hopes I hope you hold in your heart.
There is a peace group called Combatants for Peace that brings together mostly 20-somethings in Israel and Palestine who together hold demonstrations calling for peace, communication, and healing between the two populations. They hold seminars, teach non-violent communication, and sometimes do projects together, such as farming and olive harvesting. Who knows when their efforts will bear fruit on a large scale, but they are doing what they can to build bridges between two communities that are usually at loggerheads.
There was a remarkable event that took place on the island of Aka, 15 miles west of Okinawa near the end of the war, when it seemed clear that Japan would lose the war. Lt. Col. George Clark thought he would try to get the Japanese troops on that island to surrender without any more bloodshed. The Americans had some Japanese prisoners whom they had treated well, and who were ready to try to persuade their countrymen to surrender. They spoke through loudspeakers asking them to surrender. They received no response, but Marine Lt. David Osborn swam ashore and there he encountered a Japanese soldier who did not fire on him. He made the offer, and received word that the Japanese commander agreed to meet with the Americans if they would bring one of their beloved comrades, Major Umezawa, now a prisoner of the Americans. Umezawa tried to persuade the commander to surrender. The latter said he could not, until the emperor gave him permission, but he agreed to declare a truce. Both sides agreed, they shared some meals together, and then Clark asked the Japanese second in command “if he would like to join the group in a prayer to the Supreme Being of all faiths for international understanding and peace.” Remarkably, American and Japanese soldiers kneeled together in the sand and prayed, and this was before the end of the war (theconversation.com/when-us-and-japanese-troops-stopped-fighting-to-talk-eat-and-pray-together-262068). I wonder if the Americans quoted any of the peace passages from the Bible, such as Zech 9:10: “He shall command peace to the nations.” There are people in all nations who truly desire peace, and if we open our hearts to the principles of peace and to the Prince of Peace, we can achieve it.
Go forth and do good. Blessed are the peacemakers. Embody the change you want to see in the world.
