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A Look Back on Las Vegas
by Steve & Nancy Bailey

The other day we were watching The Las Vegas Story starring Jane Russell
and Victor Mature
from 1952 on TCM
1-4
and started to think,
my how Las Vegas
5, 10 has changed. Even
though it has only
been 40 years since
we started to go there,
it was very different
6,7 & 9 than it is today.
Today the property is
so expensive that
hotels build right out
to the sidewalk trying
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to utilize every square foot (sometimes it
seems as though they are trying to utilize
every square inch). Las Vegas has
become the domain of pedestrians
walking from one hotel to another.
We moved to Los Angeles, California in
1970 and on the way there we stopped in
Las Vegas, thus began a long
relationship with the city of Lady Luck.
Then it seemed to be a city designed for
the automobile driver. They had large
neon signs that beckoned you to pull off
the highway, come out of the heat and
stay for awhile. In this aerial postcard
from 1968, the Dunes is at the bottom
and kitty corner from it is the Flamingo
while at the bend in the road is the Sands
with its round tower.
See Vegas on page 2
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Vegas continued from page 1

The long driveways, as shown by the Caesars postcard, led to a porte cochere where bellmen raced
to unload your car and take your bags. The swanky air-conditioned lobby could be seen through the
floor to ceiling glass panes.
No one walked the Strip; the empty land between the properties was huge and made that all but
impossible. The original hotels that had
staked their claim to this five mile strip of
desert would be responsible (along with
television and the Las Vegas News
Bureau) for making Las Vegas "The
Entertainment Capital of the World".
Also dotting the landscape amidst all that
open space were dozens of small
motels, often family owned and
operated, such as the Lone Palm, the
Desert Rose, the Mirage (which became
the Glass Pool), the Kit Carson, the
Flamingo Capri and many others, now all
lost to history. Also, there were gas
stations like Shell, Texaco, Union 76,
Gulf and Standard promising the road
weary traveler that they would not run out of gas before getting to their destination.
There were restaurants like the Villa Roma and places like the Grace Hays Lodge along with the
occasional liquor store and sports book. But most all, there was neon everywhere. From the giant
hotel marquees that announced to the world who was gracing their showroom stages to the smaller
motels, neon was king on the Strip. Every hotel had a large marquee sign and some, like the
Sahara, retained their smaller, original roadside signage. The Silver Slipper had its large rotating
slipper (that would be shut off so that Howard Hughes could sleep in the mid-1960s) and a large
marquee sign with a slipper and a working slot machine.
The motel signs all competed with moving neon signs in bright, primary colors so that traveling down
the Strip all the way to Downtown
was an eye-popping kaleidoscope of
color, lights, neon and movement.
Las Vegas became our playground
as we would go there an average of 4
times a year from 1970 to 2007. We
did not gamble (unless you call
$20.00 a visit gambling) but rather
enjoyed the sights and sounds that
surrounded you.
See Coins continued on page 3
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Coins Continued from page 2

The sound of coins constantly clanking against the metal buckets was always enjoyable. Today it
sounds more like a video arcade with electronic sounds of payouts while in actuality the machine
keeps the winnings until you cash out at the end. Most casinos now offer you only a slip of paper
with your winnings on that you can either enter into another machine or cash in at the change booth.
Just like there are no change girls
anymore as the machines take only folding
money. Back then every time you “won”,
no matter how big or small, the machines
paid out and you were excited. We always
enjoyed the free lounge acts (that actually
were free) as we went from casino to
casino. One time we decided to wear a
pedometer to see how far we walked in a
weekend and found out that it was 74
miles (sometimes it is better not to know).
We loved to go to the casino gift shops as
they would have unique items that were
often just pure decadence catering to the
person who had just won and HAD to buy
something special to show for it.
Nowadays with the corporate ownership of the casinos most shops carry the same merchandise.
Two of our trips each year were for casino collectable shows. Two of our favorite items to collect are
postcards and matchbooks and these were VERY low on the list of what most people were after so
we were in heaven.
As we have always taken a multitude of photographs
from places we visited, Las Vegas was a great place
for some great photos. But from the very beginning we
felt that we could not come close to the images that
were on postcards what with most of the shots being
taken from helicopters or high up in hotel rooms
(pardon me, but we don’t actually want to stay here, we
just want to take some photos from the penthouse,
yeah right). We stopped with the camera and used
postcards for our memories of visits. In fact we didn’t
use the camera in Las Vegas again until 2007. Of
course, you can only keep up with present day
postcards for so long before the passion of obtaining all
the cards from the past takes over. Las Vegas
postcards do not stay with standard sizes as even
cards that we have from the fifties are oversize and in
different formats than the norm. Living in Los Angeles
and having access to over nine postcard shows a year
was great. Las Vegas postcards are not highly
regarded there and what with Vegas being only a four
and one half hour drive, availability is plentiful.
See Lights Continued on page 4
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Lights continued from page 3

As we are lovers of history, we have always researched casino history for our own enjoyment. We
would always stop, while there, at two stores. One carries a huge selection of casino memorabilia
from slot machines to blackjack tables, and a great selection of books while the other one is a
bookstore that carries only books on gambling. We would always be able to find a couple of books
to add to our library and on the long trip home Nancy would read these to me so we could both
enjoy them at the same time.
We will be doing a series of articles on the various
casinos and their postcards and they will be in no
particular order. We were thinking of documenting
the Strip chronologically, but while is easy for the
first seven, it then becomes a nightmare. Also
when you say that the Frontier was the second
resort casino to open on the Strip, you can’t forget
that it was preceded by the small, yet equally
viable, Pair-O-Dice casino, and this type of
situation happens a number of times.
Another issue to deal with is what constitutes a
casino. A friend of ours that lives in Las Vegas
would say that it had to have live gaming to qualify
while another says that if they have slot machines
they qualify. We started using the slot machine
standard as that IS gambling and it seemed like a
good idea at the time. One of our many Las Vegas
collections is gaming tokens which came out in
1965 due to the silver shortage and everyone
started hoarding silver dollars. The tokens are the
same size and weight of silver dollars but cost
much less to manufacture and we figured that from
these we could determine who qualifies. This
worked for a short time until all of the small bars
put in machines because the machines belong to a
route company that holds the gambling license and not the bars. They then added grocery and
drug stores and we decided we wanted to have only “real” casino
tokens. The route companies all have their logos on one side of the
token, so now if it is a route company it does not qualify, whereas if
the casino name is on both sides, they have the license and thus
qualify.
We hope you enjoy the articles.
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TCPC News
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Junior Pereboom
Webster, SD
collects: street scenes of S. Dakota and N. Dakota
Dennis Goreham
Salt Lake City, UT
dealer in all topics

TCPC Annual Fall Post Card and Paper Show
Sponsored by the Twin City Post Card Club
Saturday, October 8, 2011 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (paid members admitted at 8 a.m.)
Sunday, October 9, 2011 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission $3.00 - Non-Members or $2.00 for TCPC Members
Bloomington Armory,
3300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN
Show Information: Dave Johnson 651.426.3573

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874
Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

VP/Membership : Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
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A Look Back at the 9th Annual Land of Lakes Postcard Show
Photos by Duane Stabler

Morgan Hassenmayer, pictured left, again has
hosted the Land of Lakes Postcard show with
dealers from coast to coast in Minnesota for
the annual show.

Local postcard dealer, Chuck Donley (shown
above) at his booth ready to make a deal. Chuck is
also the TCPC president.
See more photos on page 7 and 9
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The available postcards and other paper
related items was truly amazing to see.

See more photos on page 9
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The Keeley Cure
By Dean Borghorst
Among my Minneapolis postcards are quite a few small
clinics, sanitariums and hospitals from early in the last century. Often they were in good sized farmer houses.
Sometimes the doctors made amazing claims. For instance,
Dr. O. Williams had a clinic in a house at 2900 University
Ave. SE. He claimed, “cancer and lupus successfully
treated without resort to surgical operation or the use of
painful and uncertain plasters”.
Another of these small establishments was the Keeley
Institute. It was in an old house at the corner of Tenth
Street South and Park Avenue.
Lesley E Keeley (1836—1900) was an American physician
and originator of the Keeley cure for alcoholics and drug
addicts. He opened his first clinic in 1880 in Dwight,
Illinois, a tiny town southwest of Chicago. By 1893 there
were 92 Keeley Institutes in the US, Canada and Mexico.
Eventually, the number grew to over 200 including some in
Europe.
The month long treatment began with the patient’s weekly
whiskey ration being gradually tapered off. Four times
each day patients were given an injection of Keeley’s “gold
cure”. The secret formula contained a variety of
ingredients but no gold. Along with this you had to drink a
special tonic every two hours. This was all combined with
a healthful diet, fresh air, exercise and good sleep.
Dr. Keeley claimed to have cured 95% of his patients.
Though the medical establishment dismissed him as a
charlatan, he claimed to have treated 17,000 physicians!
I don’t know when the Minneapolis Keeley Institute
closed, however, the last to close nationwide was in 1966.
It was the one in Dwight, Illinois that had also been the
first Keeley Clinic.

PAGE 8

TCPC – SEPT/OCT 2011

VOLUME XXXV NUMBER 5

44 dealers were listed on the roster including
one of TCPC’s newest members, Dennis
Goreham. States represented by dealers
included: Texas, Illinois, Arkansas, Iowa,
Wisconsin, California, Michigan, Minnesota,
Colorado, Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota,
New York, Utah, Missouri, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Montana, Ohio, North
Dakota and Indiana.
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TCPC Annual Fall Post Card and Paper Show
Sponsored by the Twin City Post Card Club
Saturday, October 8, 2011 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (paid members admitted at 8 a.m.)
Sunday, October 9, 2011 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bloomington Armory,
3300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN
Admission $3.00 - Non-Members or $2.00 for TCPC Members

Show Information: Dave Johnson 651.426.3573
This show also features Post Card Boards which can be displayed—Dave
Johnson encourages everyone to consider putting a board together for display

New Addition to the Library
Beauty and the Beast
A Book showing Human-Animal Relations as Revealed in
Real Photo Postcards, 1905—1935 is a book you’ll find
hard to put down if you enjoy animals and the interaction
of animals with humans and captured by photographers
that have preserved the images as postcards. The book
covers a variety of topics including images of pets,
mascots, workers, food & goods, sports and several other
categories. This book will be available for checkout at the
library during the meeting.

Check your label on page 12 and verify you are a member who has dues paid and your membership is
current. We need dues paid if you want to keep your membership and receive this newsletter. Send
the dues to Dianne before you forget !
PAGE 10
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Programs
Sept 21, 2011 - Labor Day marks the
end of summer in Minnesota but how
have postcards marked the end of
summer. Bring us an example of how
postcards have shown the change of
season.
October 19, 2011—Show us that
special buy you found at the TCPC
Postcard Show this year.
Do you have a program you’d like to
present? If so, contact Dave Johnson,
program director

Meeting Schedule for 2011
September 21, 2011
October 19, 2011
November 16, 2011
December 21, 2011
Board Meeting Schedule for 2011
September 7, 2011
November 2, 2011
We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2011 and
we hope to offer programs
at least once per quarter
again this year. Do you
have a suggestion for
something you’d like to see?
Or, perhaps you’d like to
offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs
should be about 15 minutes
in length and can be about
anything from your favorite
card topic or a general
postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at
651-426-3573 for further
details.

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment
if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

or 10 f

or deta

Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com
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