The Bellringer
A Publication of St Andrews Presbyterian Church

129th Birthday, September 13, 2015

From the
Pastor’s Pen . . .
My Church Pledge:
What would the
church look like if everyone made this pledge?
If you wish to make this pledge of renewal and
recommitment to this, your church, please sign and
put it in the offering plate next Sunday…
.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
My church is the place where the Word of God is
preached, the power of Christ is felt, the spirit of
God is manifested, the love of God is revealed, and
unity of God is affirmed.
Theme of our 129th Year- see page 3 .
It is the home of my soul, the altar of my devotion, the heart of my faith, the center of my
affections and the foretaste of heaven. I have united with it in solemn covenant, pledging myself
to attend services, to pray for its members, to give it support and to obey its laws. It claims first
place in my heart, the highest place in my mind, the principle place in my activities and its unity,
peace and progress concern my life in this world and that which is to come.
I owe it my zeal, my benevolence and my prayers. When I neglect its service, I injure its good
name, I lessen its power, I discourage its members and I chill my own soul.
I have solemnly promised, in the sight of God and members of St. Andrews, to advance its
interests by my faithful attendance, by reading the Holy Bible, by never neglecting its
ordinances, by contributing to its support, by meeting with its fellow members, by watching over
their welfare, and by joining with them in prayer and praise and service and that promise this day
I renew, before God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, the Holy Spirit Our Comforter,
Humankind Our Family….Amen, Amen, Amen.
Signature____________________________________________________________________
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER
02
11
15
17
27
27

Rick Hataway
Maureen Wade
Barbara Wood
Sue Hey
Rose Stallins
Mary Bevis Schmidt

NOVEMBER
09
19
21
23
29
30

Dixie Retherford
Jane Perry
Margie Nelson
Anne Veldhuisen
Robert Arnold
Crystal Kelly

LIVE!
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for
joy. Psalm 33:3

I found a clever poem: I don't know who
wrote it, but there's a lot of truth in it.
There was a very cautious man who
never laughed or played; He never
risked, he never tried, He never sang or
played, And when he one day passed
away, his insurance was denied; For
since he never really lived, they claimed
he never died.
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For those of us who "really live" it is hard
to imagine why some people don't. I'm
amazed at those who tell me they can't
remember when they last laughed.
They confess, "We were never allowed
to laugh in our home while I was
growing up, so I don't know how."
Playfulness is one of my favorite
attributes in people. One morning a
simple phone call cheered me up in the
middle of paying bills. It was from some
little kid who had the wrong number.
"Hello," I said.
"Hi"
"Well, hi...who is this?
"Me"
"Oh...okay. Who would you like to
speak with?
"You"
"All right! How ya doin?"
"I'm doing great. How old are you?"
"Four. How old are you?"
"I'm sixty. Would you like to marry me?"
"No. I gotta go now. You're too old.
Bye."
"Bye."
You may feel too old to get married, but
you should never feel too old to have
fun Laugh. Play. Risk. Try. Get out
there and really live!
Lord, help me to be playful today...not
only with the people around me, but with
the circumstances I face. Remind me
that humor is simply a way of seeing
and being. Amen
Taken from The Women of Faith

Submitted by

Maureen Wade

SARA'S BIG DAY
Anyone who doesn't know Sara Daffin
would never guess that this spry, with-it
lady is 90 years old, (or should I say
young?) On the 9th of August Sara was
shocked with she discovered the
surprise birthday party that awaited her
in the fellowship hall following worship
service.
Lots of friends and family were there to
help her celebrate. Among them were
her daughters Suki and Cissy, Edna
Earl Kelly and her daughter Karen
Williams, Patsy Moates, Robin Cosson,
David,
Nicole and
Sydney
Fowler, Ivy
Garen and
Tina and
Frank
Bodiford.
There was
lots of fried
chicken (her favorite) and all the fixins
followed by four delicious cakes.
Sara has been an active member of our
church for a great many years.
Currently she is on the Session and in
charge of the Worship.
Committee. She really appreciates the
dinner held in her honor and wants to
thank everyone involved.
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…Then There’s Our 129th
Birthday Celebration
Editorial note: We thought the above message & art
furnished by Jennifer Whisenant would be a good
expression of faith for our new year. (Certainly ,
those 14 soles who came together in 1886 felt that
they needed a little encouragement, too.)

We will be celebrating our churches
129th birthday on Sunday, the 13th of
September this year. It will be in the
fellowship hall immediately following our
worship service. Sara Daffin and her
committee are planning a covered dish
lunch.
Sara would like for everyone to invite
their family and friends and former
members of St. Andrews Presbyterian.

Presbyterian Women of
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
Our new study books have
arrived for our Bible studies in
September. The book is entitled “Come
to the Waters” and uses scripture text to
tell the story of faith from Genesis to
Revelation.
The lessons will cover spiritual
thirst/dehydration, baptism, the life
giving power of water, the symbolism of
water, modern realities related to water,
the connection between water and spirit,
the parting of the Red Sea and the
wedding at Cana.
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at the Church at 2:30PM. Our
next meeting will be September 10th,
please come join us as we nurture our
faith through prayer and bible study.
.
Dixie Retherford

Janice Carol Stoneman
Our hearts go out to the Hataway
family.
Emily's sister Janice Carol Stoneman
lost her battle with cancer on the 16th of
August. "Jan" was born and raised in
Alabama and then after her marriage,
lived in Ohio for 47 years. She moved
to Panama City last year after her
husband passed away to be near Emily
& Rick. Emily said that Jan was very
thankful for all our prayers.

4|Page

Reflections and Thanks from the family of

Barbara (Bobbie) Arnold Hidle
As many of you know Mom passed
away August 10, 2015 at the age of 89. No
one is ever ready to lose someone they love but
Mom was ready to be made whole. Chuck and I
had the privilege of caring for Mom.
There were many times we wondered
why God would leave her here when she truly
was no longer herself and then she would say or
do something that was sweet or sentimental or
even profound. We would then know Mom was
here for us to continue to learn from her and to
learn to completely depend on God to
carry us through.
Our family history with St. Andrews
Presbyterian church is long and full. Many of us
(five generations) were baptized here and many
of us made our profession of faith in Christ as
our Savior here. My grandmother brought
Mom as an infant to circle meetings and let her
nap on a pallet.
. .
.
None of us can say we did not know
about Jesus from our earliest remembrance.
Mom attended this church from infancy until her
death, making her profession of faith in Christ as
a Youth. She would tell you her life was a
tapestry of close and distant participation in
church life.
.
Mom had made peace with the
troubled times she had encountered and truly
trusted God's grace to get her through each day.
One of her favorite responses to any
question about difficulties was "God's grace got
me through it".
.
Her prayers reflected a close
relationship with our Lord and were a comfort to
us as her family. Thank you for lifting Mom and
our family up in your prayers. I often reminded
Mom we were on the Prayer Chain list and that
our whole church family was remembering her in
prayer. It was a blessing to her and to us to
know we – See more on page 8

belfry is no more – The
Bell survives

Norma Hubbard, headliner for the evening

.A

Gathering featured a
‘Wonderful Night Out’

Separation completed – Tower one way,
Bell still there.

After months of planning
and anticipation, a hot and humid
Wednesday, July 8, 2015, finally arrived.
ST. ANDREWS -

The contractor and crane got to work
right on schedule. About 15 church
members and guests huddled under a
tent in the parking lot.
News Channel 7 WJGH-TV filmed the
event and aired it with a lengthily feature
that evening.
It was a historical event for our church.
The structurally deteriorating bell tower
more photos and story page 6
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It was an “all out Success” of the coordination
between our church and the St. Andrews
community. We had worked with John
Carbullido, Museum
manager (now Ryan
Ledford) and Rob
Rosner,the City’s
CRA representative,
but nothing like this
close working
relationship.
Tuesday, July 28
was “a Wonderful
Night Out”. Not
only was this the
theme of the
Checking out Vendors
evening,
it seemed to be the expressed
feeling of those
attending,
It began in the
fellowship hall at
5pm with a ‘meet
& greet’ featuring
snacks and a
variety of vendors from the ‘Saturday market’
and others such as the table set up by The St.
Andrews Ukulele Band.
Following registration See more photos and rest of the story, pg 7

Bell & Tower continued from page 5
. . . tower was removed and the
bell, originally commissioned in 1888,

Members and guest under the tent.

your participation. We need to find a
way to celebrate the bell again.

was gently lowered to the ground.
Members experienced a range of
emotions as the event unfolded but
everyone was at peace with the
decision. It was certainly a case of
letting go of
the past and
looking
forward to the
future.

Angie Tucker and George Carothers inspect the
127 year old bell on the ground.

Where
does the bell
go from
here?
We
don’t just
want to leave
it sitting on
the ground in
the back of
the church property.
Everyone is encouraged to
participate in the Save the Bell
Committee which is studying a variety of
options. We need your input. We need
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George shows Sara Daffin how to
ring the bell.

‘Wonderful night’
Gathering

- from pg 5

socializing and live music provided by KD. Pastor
Shelia delivered the invocation and George
Carothers, welcomed those attending.
George
rang the
Cow Bell
and out of
the
education
wing and
into the
gathering
in the
fellowship
hall came
20
members
of the St.
Andrews
Ukulele
Marching
Band
KD Performs

snake dancing their way through the gathered
throng.
All in the hall were
invited to follow the band to the sanctuary.
After a brief Ukulele concert, Norma Hubbard,
featured guest speaker for the evening – took
the audience on another trip, back into the
history, on the waters of St. Andrews Bay. She
told the audience stories of how it was in the
time of our early founders.
Then it was time for another trip.
The attendees went back to the fellowship hall.

The hall had been transformed into a buffetstyle Banquet Hall. There was plenty of
delicious food supplied by members of the St.
Andrews Restaurant/Café community and a
great deal more from members of Jimmy &
Jennifer Whisenant’s In-House committee. The
committee was almost totally made up of
members of our congregation.
After so much to eat and entertainment, where
else to go but stay put, being serenaded once
again by KD during dinner. The audience
enjoyed their dessert and coffee, and a safe
landing back here in St. Andrews.
During this part of the program, Mike Nichols,
city commissioner; Sandi Wolf of Little Village
on 12th Street; Stan Jones, marina director; Rob
Rosner, CRA; Ryan Ledford museum manager
and ‘Saturday Market’ coordinator, brought all
of us up to date about current St. Andrews.
They all fielded questions and gave answers
about their field of responsibilities.
Final item of the evening- Door Prizes.

Some of the doors prized awarded were from:
Two Sisters, Crystal Pistols Ukulele Band,
Josie’s Ceramics, and two books from Norma
Hubbard.
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Brenda about Bobbie –
from page 4

. . . were being supported in prayer.
On behalf of our family thank you to so
many of you for attending the service in
spite of a thunder storm and for the many
memorial gifts to the church as well as your
other expressions of sympathy. Thank you
to Presbyterian Women for the
refreshments provided for our family during
the visitation. As usual, you went above and
beyond the call.
I was blessed by the comments made to me
by several people who indicated Mom's
warmth and welcoming smile had touched
them in a special way when they were
visiting and or new to the church. Her smile
and warmth will be missed but her love for
us and St. Andrews Presbyterian Church will
remain with us in our many treasured
memories.
With a heartfelt thank you, Chuck
and Brenda Martin and all of
Bobbie's Family.
A note from the nurse in me:
There are several different types of
Dementia and I urge you to become familiar
with their signs and symptoms.
Mom enjoyed many productive
years after being diagnosed thanks to the
medications she was able to take. The nondiabetic neuropathy that had affected her
ability to be mobile was a very big challenge
and at present there is nothing available to
really treat this disease.
The combination of these two made for
some very difficult and painful months. We
pray that by knowing about Mom
someone will be diagnosed early and
benefit from us sharing this information.

Brenda
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A Short History of
Thornwell Home for Children Part 1
Thornwell Home for Children began
as a dream in the heart of a young
Presbyterian minister in Clinton, South
Carolina. Following the devastation of the
Civil War, William Plumer Jacobs, of the
First Presbyterian Church in Clinton, wanted
to build an orphanage.
Dr. Jacobs’ dream was energized
when 10-year-old Willie Anderson of a
nearby community gave Rev. Jacobs fifty
cents and said, “ This is to help build your
orphanage.”
Named for Dr. James Henley
Thornwell, theologian, Thornwell opened its
doors on October 1, 1875, to 10 orphaned
children. Dr. Jacobs’ belief “that God so will
and would, therefore, support the endeavor,”
carried him and his beloved orphanage
through the post war years up until his death
in 1917.
Now each year on October 1, the
school and staff , honor Dr. Jacobs and his
dream; and they give thanks to God not
only for the children and their community,
but also for the wiliness of God’s people to
support this ministry for children in need.
In Part 2, you will learn more about
Thornwell Home for Children and how you can
help their efforts to be a safe haven for children.

We have enjoyed Girl Scout
Troop #400. . .
Troop #400 begins its third season with us.
They will begin Tuesday, September 8. This
is Parents’ Night and it begins at 5pm in the
fellowship hall.
The girls and their leaders have provided
the church with two gardens. One is the
Visitor’s garden at the corner of Beck and
14th Street. The other is a wild flower
garden on the south side outside of the
sanctuary with a row of ‘Elephant Ears’.
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The Bellringer Happy 128th Birthday
St Andrews Presbyterian Church
2014
3007 West 14th Street, Panama City,
Florida 32401 Phone: 850/785-5263
standrewspresch@knology.net
http://www.saintandrewspc.com

SIDEWALK SALE
An exact date has not been set yet, but we are
planning a huge garage sale to be held in our
"front yard" on Beck Avenue. We will sell some
10' X 10' and some smaller sections to anyone
interested in setting up a table.
The Church will also have a space out there, so
be looking around for items you might be
interested in parting with.

Early Reminder
The Presbyterian Men of
Bay will be having their
next meeting, October
29 at Grace
Presbyterian. We will be
getting you more details
as they become
available.

Church calendar
Coming Events:
Sunday, September 13 – Celebration, 129th
Birthday - Fellowship Hall following 11 am
Service. Covered dish & lots of friendly
conversation with new and old friends.
Tuesday, September 8, 5pm, Girl Scout’s
Parents’ night. Fellowship Hall.
Thursday, 2pm, Presbyterian Women,
parlor

Weekly Schedule:
Sundays, 9:30 am, Sunday School, parlor;
11 am, Worship Service, sanctuary –
Sheila Palmer, pastor.
Wednesday. 1pm, (3rd Wednesday)
Session Meeting, Session room. 3pm,
Choir practice, Choir room.
Mondays, 9 am, TOPS, TOPS room &
fellowship hall.
Tuesdays, 9 am, Fitness (yoga, strength,
stretch, two sets of core development – with
& without bands).
(2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 5pm, Girl Scouts,
youth Sunday schoolroom.
Wednesdays, 8am, Walk about St.
Andrews, begins at fellowship hall; 9 am,
Fitness (see Tuesdays for listed activities).
Thursdays, (2nd Thursdays), St Andrews
Presbyterian Women, parlor; 4:15pm, Line
Dance, beginners, 4:30pm, advanced,
fellowship hall;

Say good bye to the old Bell Tower
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